
Monday, 14 August 2017 

Dear Sir/ Madam, 

The Salvation Army 
Australia Eastern Territory 

Thank you for the opportun ity to speak at the Public Hearing on "Participation of Australians in 

online poker." We appreciate the questions and d iscussions arising from our submission. Please 

find below further supporting d iscussion points linked with specified referencing page number 

for ease-of-access and associated web-links to the articles in the reference list. 

1. In response to the question from Senator Leyonhjelm regarding the accuracy of th is 

citation in page 4: "Those who gamble online are at three to four t imes more risk to be 

problem gamblers than those that play at a venuei." 

• This citation is in reference to online gambling as a whole. 

• Please see screen shot of the cited paper (page 156, paragraph 6): 

poker table. V irtual gamblers have 3-4 times more ri sk to 
be compu lsive gamblers than those who play around a 
tab le (Dufour et al., 2012; Kairouz, Paradis, & Nadeau, 
2012; Wood et al., 2007) . A pilot study on onl ine prob-

2. In response to the comment regard ing the accuracy of this citation in page 3: "Online 

gambling has grown 17% per annum from 2004 to 20llii." 

• Please see screen shot of the cited paper (page 2, paragraph 3): 

gamble onl ine each year (Productivity Commission 2010). Although the prev~tlence of 
interactive gamb]jng appears to be relatively low compared to other forms of gambling, 
participation appears to be increasing rapidly, growing at 17 % per annum from 2004 to 
2011 (H2 Gambling Capital 2012) . AustraUan's land-based gambling expenditure report
edly dec]j ned in 2012, however, interactive gambling opti ons a re growing in popularity 

3. In response to the query regard ing the percentage in page 3: "Online poker accounts for 

22% of online gambling sites available to Australian users. iii iv" 

• Please see screen shot of the cited paper (page 311, paragraph 1): 

According to the independently verified Online Casino City (20 11), the majority of 
online gambling sites are fo r slots (electronic gaming machines [EGMs] in their variott'i 
configurations) (56%), followed by casino games (33%), poker (22%) and sports/race 
books ( 19%), with bingo (16%), lotteries (4%) and skill games (2%) making up a smaller 
proportion of si tes. These figures are ba'ied on constant monitoring of online gambling 

. . . 

Territorial Social Program Department 

261 - 265 Chalmers Street, Redfern NSW 2016 (PO Box A435, Sydney South NSW 1235) 

salvos.org.au 

William Booth, Founder I Andre Cox, General 

• 



The Salvation Army 
Australia Eastern Territory 

4. I n response to this citation in page 3: " .. ... and online poker has become one of the 

fastest g rowing and most p opu lar forms of gamb ling over the last decade.v vi" 

• Please see screen shot of Barrau lt et al (2013) in page 183, paragraph 1: 

POKER, ESPECIALLY ONLINE, is nowadays one of the most 
popular and widely practiced types of gambling, 1 mostly 

because of the component of skill involved in long-term 
success.2..3 Although the influence of skill in poker outcomes 
"1 l ... "'I , "1 ' , l "1 l • 1 

• See screen shot of Pa rke et al (2016) in p age 2, p aragraph 3: 

• 

Over the last decade, online poker has become one of t he fast est g rowing forms o f gam bling 

(Biolcati, Passini & Griffiths, 2015). Online poker is a form of gambling th at is known to be 

' . r ( I 

Thank you - please do not hesitate to contact us if further clarification is needed. 

Yours sincerely, 

Dr. Jasmine Loo 

Research Analyst 
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