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Introduction 
 

In December 2021, the Australian Renewables Academy (ARA) hosted the inaugural 

Activating Gippsland's Renewable Energy Workforce Forum in Gippsland, Victoria.  

 

The purpose of the Forum was to explore opportunities arising from rapid growth in the 

renewable energy sector in Gippsland and agree on actions for industry, business and 

community stakeholders to take together, with the support of governments, to grow a 

skilled local workforce. 

 

In November 2022, ARA hosted the second annual forum (see Attachment 1 - Forum 

Agenda), where key industry and education representatives presented on the broader 

context for the renewables boom in Gippsland, the demands for a national new energy 

workforce, skills and training needs for Gippsland’s labour market to meet industry and 

supply chain demands and the imperative to ensure “no one gets held back and no one is 

left behind”. 

 

Forum participants reported on current initiatives, discussed key workforce challenges, 

listened to young students from local secondary colleges discuss the careers of the 

future and identified practical actions and next steps for 2023 and beyond (refer 

Attachment 2 for a picture of the Collaborative Mural that captured the discussions on 

the day). 

 

Nationally, around half of Australia’s coal power stations are scheduled for retirement in 
the late 2020s/early 2030s, and transition to clean energy is accelerating. The Victorian 
government has set new renewable energy targets of 65% by 2030 and 95% by 2035 and 
announced the establishment of a new SEC as an energy market proponent under a 10-
year plan to deliver cleaner and cheaper energy, with profits invested back into the 
system. 
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Major skills shortages are evident in the broader economy as demand for labour 

outstrips supply, with up to one-third of jobs predicted to be unfilled in the coming year. 

Over the longer term, there is an ongoing risk associated with labour shortages, with 

over 40% of the current workforce approaching retirement in the next 15 years. 

 

The renewable energy industry will likely experience skills and labour shortages as it 

competes with the infrastructure and resource sectors for employees. The industry faces 

major challenges in its efforts to increase local employment, avoid skill shortages, 

enhance regional benefits, and create social licence. 

 

In Gippsland, in the coming 5–10 years, significant investment and growth in the 

renewable energy sector is predicted, with indications being that it could be over $50bn. 

Growth of this magnitude will need more than 12 – 15,000 workers, with the first tranche 

of workers being required in 2023 and numbers building as developments come online. 

 

Forum participants considered the immediate and longer-term challenges facing 

Gippsland and the potential collaborative actions that can ensure the community 

optimises the benefits of these renewable energy developments for all in the region.    
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Attachment 2: Collaborative Mural of 2022 Forum Discussions 
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