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Dear Sir/Madam
Submission on Carbon Credits (Carbon Farming Initiative) Amendment Bill 2017

1. This submission has been prepared by the Australian Environmental and Planning Law
Committee of the Law Council's Legal Practice Section (the Committee).! The
Committee welcomes the opportunity to provide comments on the Carbon Credits
(Carbon Farming Initiative) Amendment Bill 2017 (the Bill).

Introduction

2. The Bill was introduced on 23 March 2017, one day before the Government’s climate
change policy review discussion paper was released. The timing of this Bill raises a
question about why these quite significant changes need to be considered and
addressed before the review has concluded (and indeed, before consultation on the
discussion paper has concluded).

3.  The Bill amends the Carbon Credits (Carbon Farming Initiative) Act 2011 (CFI Act) to:

(@)  remove the obligation to obtain consent of eligible interest holders from existing
area-based emissions-avoidance projects;

(b)  clarify the consent rights of state and territory government Crown lands ministers
and Commonwealth ministers for projects conducted on exclusive possession
native title land that is Torrens system land or land rights land;

(c)  provide for legislative rules or regulations to allow parts of a sequestration offsets
project to be removed and credits surrendered for the carbon stored in that area;
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