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11-1

| 11. Fauna

11.1. Introduction

A specialist fauna investigation was undertaken by Austeco (1994) for this EIS. That
investigation is summarised in this chapter. The full report is contained in Supporting
Document 4 of the EIS. For each fauna group this document details the survey
methods that were undertaken, the fauna communities and habitats that were found,
some analysis of fauna guilds and their resource requirements, a discussion of species
conservation significance, and proposals for impact assessment and mitigation. The
report includes annotated species lists that show species habitat and habitat
components, conservation status, and distribution within the UMA.

In addition, a Fauna Impact Statement (FIS) was prepared by Australian Museum
Business Services (1995). The FIS is included in the EIS as Volume D. This document
provides an overview of the habitats of the UMA, reviews the fauna surveys
undertaken for the EIS and their results, discusses the proposed activities and their
impacts on the management area, and outlines the conservation strategy and
monitoring/research program. It includes annotated species lists of fauna showing
presence/absence of fauna in the management area and fauna guilds. The pertinent
results have been included in this chapter.

11.1.1.  Review of past and present work

A chronology of previous fauna surveys in the UMA is detailed in Supporting
Document 4. Past studies covered all major faunal taxa, however they tended to be
highly localised, restricted to a specific forest type or focused on a limited range of
special interest species. Information provided by these studies was useful for
compiling species lists but had little value for habitat description and impact
assessment. In addition, the areas sampled were not representative of the full range of
habitats and tenures found in the region and few fauna records had sufficient latent
value for analysis of habitat and land use associations.

11.1.2. Biogeography

The UMA lies within the zone of overlap of two major biogeographic regions which,
coupled with contrasting geological, physiographic and climatic factors, has
contributed to the ecological and environmental diversity of the area. The fauna is
predominantly Torresian (north eastern or subtropical) with an intrusion of Bassian
(south eastern) faunal elements. Distinct environmental gradients, topographic
barriers and edaphic changes give rise to a mosaic of habitat types and associated
faunal communities (many of which are at or near their geographic distributional
limits in the area).

The overlap of two biogeographic regions, and the diverse and complex range of plant
and animal communities, results in the area's significant conservation values. Bassian
faunal elements, in the higher elevation areas to the west, intrude into a
predominantly Torresian (subtropical) region and provide important links with the
drier vegetation and faunal communities of the New England and Western Slopes
Regionally significant examples of subtropical and dry rainforest occur in the
McPherson and Richmond Ranges, Acacia Plateau and Unumgar and Beaury State

Urbenville Management Area EIS
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