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Senate Standing Committee on Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport 

PO Box 6100 

Parliament House  
CANBERRA ACT 2600 
 
Via email: rrat.sen@aph.gov.au 

 

Dear Committee members 

Inspector-General of Live Animals Exports Amendment (Animal Welfare) Bill 2023 

Thank you for the opportunity to make a submission to the Inspector-General of Live Animal 

Exports Amendment (Animal Welfare) Bill 2023.   

We represent six of Australia’s leading animal protection organisations with a combined 

supporter base of over 2 million Australians. Our members include Animals Australia, Humane 

Society International Australia, World Animal Protection Australia, FOUR PAWS Australia, 

Compassion in World Farming, and Voiceless, the animal protection institute. 

While we are pleased to see progress on the establishment of the Inspector-General of Animal 

Welfare and Live Animal Exports (IGAWLAE), the model outlined in the Bill fails to propose 

meaningful change to the current Inspector-General of Live Animal Exports. At a time when 

Australia is facing increasing international pressure from trade partners to lift its animal welfare 

standards and strengthen its assurances, limiting the scope of the IGAWLAE in such a way would 

be a missed opportunity.  

Expanding the IGAWLAE’s role to include oversight of animal welfare standards in all 

Commonwealth-regulated fields, including animal welfare standards at export abattoirs and the 

international trade in wildlife and wildlife products, would improve animal welfare standards and 

trade and market access. 

We strongly encourage the Committee to review the proposed model with a view to 

recommending a more meaningful IGAWLAE that will better capitalise on these opportunities. 

Our attached submission proposes a number of options for achieving this.  
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We trust our submission will be of assistance to the Committee.  
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