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4 July 2023 

 

Committee Secretary 

Parliamentary Joint Committee on Intelligence and Security 

PO Box 6021 

Parliament House 

Canberra ACT 2600 

 

Dear Committee Secretary 

 

Submission Concerning the proposed “Terrorism Legislation Amendment (Prohibited 

Hate Symbols and Other Measures) Bill 2023” 

 

Introduction 

 

The Antique & Historical Arms Collectors Guild of Victoria, Inc. was formed in 1963 to 

represent the interests of genuine collectors and students of all forms of antique and historic 

arms and militaria. It is the oldest such club in Victoria and is an approved organization under 

both the Victorian Firearms Act and the Control of Weapons Act. As such it is one of several 

Victorian clubs that membership of is a prerequisite to applying for firearms collector’s 

licences and also for the purchase of prohibited weapons. 

 

We represent members with a very wide range of collecting interests, and one of those is 

items from World War 2 and which can comprise collecting German arms and militaria, items 

which, if used during the period 1934 to 1945, will have somewhere on them German official 

acceptance marks comprising stamps containing the Hakenkreuz (swastika).  

 

It is worth noting that both Finland and Latvia also used the swastika emblem. Finland from 

1918 to 1945, and Latvia from 1922 to 1941. In both cases this was not associated with 

German National Socialist (Nazi) political usage. 

 

Discussion 

 

It concerns us that there appears to be no explicit recognition of licensed and approved 

collectors in Section 474.45D “Defences in respect of violent extremist material” (pages 22 - 

23) which contains various types of possession that is exempt from prosecution. 

 

The closest that the interests of bona fide collectors appear to be recognised is sub-section (d) 

which states 

 

 (i) the conduct is necessary for, or of assistance in, conducting scientific, medical, academic 

or historical research; and 
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