
Indigenous Diabetic Eye Care 
• 37% of Indigenous adults have diabetes
• All are at risk of blindness
• But up to 98% of blindness can be prevented

• Once vision is lost;
it cannot be restored
and you cannot manage 

• your drugs, 
• your blood sugar, 
• check your feet or 
• get to the doctor



• Focus on eye care for those with diabetes
• They are 72% of those who need an annual eye 

exam
– Many will need referral for diabetic retinopathy
– But some need cataract surgery or glasses
– So build referral pathways for all to use

• MBS for retinal photography and cameras
• Health promotion and education are needed

Diabetic Eye Care in Primary Care





AIHW Indigenous Eye Health Report 2020 
• Eye exams have increased over 3 times
• Diabetic eye exams have increased 2.5 times
• Cataract surgery numbers have increased 2.5 times



Eye Exams Reported in those with Diabetes, AIHW 2023



Diabetic Retinopathy Medicare Claims
Indigenous 12325, Non-Indigenous 12326
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Treatment for Diabetic Retinopathy, AIHW 2023
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