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By investing their own money Solar Heroes (Mums & Dads) 
have built an industry and have:

By 2020:

By 2015/16 Small Scale Solar will save 
all customers more than it costs

Source: REC Traders Association Report of Electricity Prices February 2014

SOLAR HEROES

Constructed a 3GW solar PV 
‘peoples power plant’ 

Helped take 2.8GW 
coal fired generation offline

Created more than
18,500 jobs
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than $8bn
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Supported more than 
4,500 businesses

SOLAR SAVES MONEY AND CREATES JOBS

Current solar will reduce emissions by 93,000,000 tons 

Same as taking 19,375,000 cars off the road

5 million 

Electricity demand is down 

Peak demand* is down

Wholesale electricity prices are down 

Line losses are down

Blackouts are down

Expensive network costs are down
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Cuts power bills 
by 21% 

Average Solar 
PV System:

Average Solar 
Hot Water System:

Cuts power bills by 
more than 65%

S

– take a bow
If you are a solar hero 

Let’s help all Aussies become solar heroes

Solar saves money and creates jobs

Solar Heroes have solar PV 
and/or solar hot water 

www.solar.org.ausave THE RET 

*most expensive electricity
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Because of our Solar Heroes:



Solar Jobs in Australia

In 2012, solar employed more Australians than oil and gas extraction, gas 
supply and petroleum and coal product manufacturing combined.

Source: Australian Solar Council

Source: Bureau of Resources and Energy Economics, Energy in Australia 2013

Solar
23,500 Australians employed

Oil and gas 
extraction

15,000 employed

Petroleum and coal 
product manufacturing

6,000 employed

Gas 
supply

2,000 employed

Source: Australian Renewable Energy Training and Workforce Strategy for 2020

Solar R&D

TAFEs and RTOs offer 
accredited courses in 
renewable energy. 

universities offer 
coursework-based degrees 
in renewable energy. 

universities offer 
research degrees in 
renewable energy. 26 1811

By 2018 
12,600 solar jobs could go

Solar Jobs 

Source: Solar Business Services report for REC Agents Association (2014), Impact of Abolishing the 
Renewable Energy Target on Jobs in the Australian Solar Industry

By 2018 12,600 solar jobs could go

solar firms who will employ more staff

solar firms will sack staff

solar firms will employ staff

Australia

81%

2%

60%

If RET is axed

But…if the RET is maintained

United States

Source: National Solar Jobs Census 2013, The Solar Foundation

solar firms to add solar workers

solar firms to shed workers

solar employment growth

44.5%

2%

15.6%

Solar jobs are booming in the US

SAVE!

2 Scenarios for Solar Jobs:

Source: Solar Business Services report for RAA, 2014
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SOLAR SAVES MONEY AND CREATES JOBS

save THE RET 
www.solar.org.au



Source: The Australian Energy Market Commission (AEMC) report 
“Possible Future Retail Electricity Price Movements: 1 July 2011 to 30 June 2014”

Source: Australian Solar Council

A 3kW solar PV system will cut the average power bill by:

How much does the Renewable Energy Target cost?

How much does solar save?

Why have power bills gone up?

Solar saves everyone money and creates jobs

18,500 jobs 4,500 businesses 3GW of installed solar PV  2 million ‘solar houses’ 

Source: Australian Solar Council SolarPlus database, Australian Census 2011

Source: REC Agents Association Report on Electricity Prices February 2014

Source: REC Agents Association Report on Electricity Prices February 2014

All Australians save because solar: 

Because of this… In 2015/16 Small Scale Solar 
will save all AUSTRALIANs more than it costs

Source: REC Agents Association Report on Electricity Prices February 2014

more than it costs

  In 2015/16 HOUSEHOLD Solar WILL  
$ave all AUSTRALIANS

Reduces expensive 
peak demand 

Reduces overall 
demand

Reduces 
wholesale 

Reduces waste 
of electricity

Reduces blackouts Reduces the cost of 
distribution and transmission 

More than $8bn of private 
(family – Mums & Dads) investment 

WA

SA
NSW

TAS

VIC ACT

QLDNT

54%

57%

39%

59%

52%54%

80%

65%

What has Small Scale Solar delivered?

Wholesale and 
retail costs

Poles and 
Wires

Other costs RET (large and 
small scale)

(Small scale 
solar alone)

$

www.solar.org.au

Just under 4% of 
electricity bills  

2% - large scale 
projects  

2% - small 
scale solar  

By 2016 - Small Scale 
Solar cost halves to 1% 

4% 2% 2% 1%
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 -0.8%52%  40%  5%  3%  

SOLAR SAVES MONEY AND CREATES JOBS

www.solar.org.au

save THE RET 
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