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20 December 2022 
 
Committee Secretary 
Standing Committee on Climate Change, Energy, Environment, and Water 
PO Box 6021 
Canberra ACT 2600 
 
Correspondence via email: CCEEW@aph.gov.au 
 
Re: Submission to Inquiry into plastic pollution in Australia’s oceans and waterways 
 
Expanded Polystyrene Australia is the national peak body for Expanded Polystyrene (EPS) 
manufacturers. We are committed to sustainability and have a significant economic and 
employment footprint, worth around $1 billion to the national economy, directly and indirectly, 
employing over 4000 people.  
 
We represent over 95 per cent of the EPS sector in Australia, the majority of whom are small to 
medium-sized, Australian-owned, and operated businesses. 
 
EPS saves considerably more energy than is consumed during its production and is 100% re-cyclable.  
 
Since the 1950s, EPS has been the choice of green building design, packaging boxes to preserve high-
value and fragile products, reducing food waste and keeping vital organs and vaccines safe.  
 
Over the last few years, we have been increasingly committed to product stewardship and are 
poised to launch an innovative consumer focussed approach to recycling with the launch of our own 
Styrocycle brand, giving mum and dad consumers an opportunity to drop off their EPS for recycling 
at any of our facilities, local waste management sites and accredited recyclers.  
 
In addition, we have developed an industry Code of Practice for members in the construction sector, 
attached below, with supply, distribution, and clean-up responsibilities required and we are 
currently working to further educate builders on best practices.  
 
As Australia no longer has a meaningful manufacturing sector, a large amount of EPS in Australia is 
imported as packaging for white goods and the inability of consumers to dispose of this in a 
responsible way causes significant frustration and sees EPS waste spill into our waterways and 
oceans. 
 
While our Styrocycle initiative will assist in giving consumers an option to see their waste recycled 
and there are moves to reduce the amount EPS used to package white goods, we call on this 
committee to require retailers to take responsibility for the waste they generate and further develop 
initiatives to recycle EPS waste generated by their activities. 
 
Polystyrene can be infinitely recycled, and our closed-loop system benefits natural resources, 
minimises waste, and lowers CO2 emissions. Despite many suggesting the simple solution to dealing 
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