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Australian growers, but also work to the detriment of the SEA countries.  This negative impact 
is felt in terms of: 

• Higher costs for consumers,  

• Constrained growth; and  

• Restricting job growth in value-add industries such as poultry. 

• This raises challenges for our SEA trade partners, including generating investment to meet 
future increases in food security risks and increased demand driven by 
population and consumer income growth.   GTA believes it is in the longer-term 
interests of Australia and its trade partners in SEA to focus on and strive to address this issue.   

• The grain sector has a long history of working collegiately with the Australian Government.   
Working together we can develop long term strategies to address these issues with our trade 
partners by highlighting the beneficial impacts for both parties through expanded 
growth in value adding industries such as feed milling (animal and aqua).   

• Messaging to our trade partners is critical and it is important to explain Australian feed 
grain exports are not seeking to displace domestic corn production in the 
importing country, but rather participate and assist in the forecast growth in demand and 
value adding production. As the demand for meat and dairy products rises in SEA, there is a 
parallel increase in the need for cereal-based animal and aqua feed to sustain the growing 
industries.   

• An essential focus for trade strategies and engagement is to recognise and clearly 
communicate that successful and sustainable trade with SEA needs to be mutually 
beneficial.  

 
 

b) Opportunities to build and strengthen partnerships in Southeast Asia to build capability in the 
region, including in the area of animal and plant biosecurity, adapting to a changing climate, 
improving agriculture sustainability and agriculture technology and innovation. 

 

• GTA supports a focus on these areas as they are all supportive of enhancing existing trade 
(including through reduced risk to exporters i.e. GTA members) and the opportunity outlined 
above to support SEA food security and increases in demand through improved market access 
for feed grain exports to SEA.   

GTA supports a strategic partnership approach to build capability and strengthen 
trade relationships.   GTA has successfully engaged this approach in other markets and 
regions.   Australia’s grain industry has significant knowledge and experience that can be 
shared and exchanged with partners in SEA.  An important area to focus will be: 

• to improve the knowledge and understanding of respective regulatory 
systems, and 

• to improve regulatory harmonisation between economies, particularly in the areas of 
biosecurity and plant biotechnology. 

• The Australian grain sector is recognised as an industry that is focussed and has a very 
positive story on sustainability and strong credentials on Environment, Social and 
Governance (ESG) aspects of the value chain.     

• GTA has developed a communication tool titled Australia’s grain supply chain and its 
Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG) credentials.  This seeks to illustrate the 
Australian grain supply chain credentials with respect to: 

• Food Safety, 

• Traceability, 

• Sustainability, 
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e) How Australian agriculture can support Southeast Asia's food security [towards 2040]. 

• Given the close proximity to SEA and complimentary grain products there is inherent 
potential to increase trade into SEA to meet increasing growth and demand.    Notable in 
Figure 3, in recent years of record Australian grain production, Australian exports of grain 
to SEA increased significantly, notability into Vietnam and Philippines.  Exports 
to Indonesian feed market remains relatively low (versus its consumptive demand) and 
remains a potentially important market.   

• Feed grain imports into Indonesia are being restricted due to previously 
discussed political sensitivities around local corn producers.    

• It is important to position Australian agriculture as complimentary, not competitive, to the 
SEA food system as well as constructive to its food security.   Trade is and must remain a 
critical component of food security. However, it is important this is positioned as 
mutually beneficial with an emphasis on developing and demonstrating long term 
value to the importing economy value chain and its consumers.    

• A more reflective market-based trade of grain between Australia and SEA is a key element 
in supporting SEA’s food security goals.  This means addressing trade barriers, both in terms 
of tariffs, political interference and Non-Tariff Measures (NTMs). 

• There are risks and barriers to food security goals and trade through political disruptions and 
policy that distort trade and increase risks and costs for industry and the consumer.  These 
trade barriers include tariff policies and NTMs.    

• While it is recognised some NTMs serve legitimate purposes (such as protecting human, 
animal and plant health and the environment), many NTMs can act as trade barriers.    
Illegitimate NTMs, result in higher costs for consumers, higher risk to trade, and 
lower returns to producers. 

• NTMs have long been used by governments as policy and trade regulatory tools and have the 
scope to significantly increase the costs and risks of trade and impact on trade opportunities. 
These restrictive trade measures, including some NTMs and other policies can be detrimental 
to trade facilitation and can generate barriers that will increase the likelihood of food 
insecurity.   

• Previous work undertaken by the Australian grain industry has identified the importance of 
NTMs in relation to market access and in particular chemical maximum residue limits 
(MRLs) and documentation.  As a principle, Australia should encourage economies to adopt a 
scientific risk-based approach to chemical regulations and MRLs, and as a guideline 
encourage adoption of exporting country MRLs or CODEX MRLs, where an 
importing country does not have its own scientific risk-based MRLs in place. 

• GTA has been a strong advocate, including working with DAFF in ASEAN and APEC forums, 
in seeking to minimise the impact and disruption NTMs have on both the Australian 
industry, and importantly on the importing economy.  Working with industry, regional multi-
lateral alliances and DAFF, GTA facilitated the production of a report on the impact NTMs 
have on the Australian grain industry. 
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