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Memorial Service for the
December 15™ Tragedy

Island residents and mainland visitors attended the
Memorial Service for the December 15th 2010 tragedy at

= Speakers addressed the audience and spoke about the
s courage and compassion, resourcefulness and audacity
2 shown by both volunteer and professional rescue teams
~as well as the resident rescuers who were the first onsite
Hon. Warren Snow Paying his crt r:;;ﬁ's that day hEIpmg those in need.
Tributes to the islanders were plentiful as well as praise for
the men and women of the CV Triton and HMAS Pirie, with
a special musical performance from Homaira Azodoimolki
and Mohsen Amidi to thank the rescuers. Messages of b
thanks and gratefulness written by the Janga survivors were e

read out to the audience.

‘When the sun rose, angels were sent to an island in Australia

called Christmas Island to rescue innocent people who were |

caught in the infinite ocean. You risked your lives to save us in the &

broken boat. Words are not enough fo express our gratitude, We
do not know how fo thank you. May God bless you all.’

‘We appreciate all the residents for coming out of their houses at
the very early time of moming only to help us. We also thank you
for a great deal of effort made by everyone at the time of the
incident. If you had not provided us with life jackets...we all would
have died in that horrible incident. We will never forget the help
and support we received from the lovely residents of
P Mash Christmas Island.’

ren i

Hon. Warren Snowdon throwing the flower wreath to where the incident Father Peter Curracan onducﬂ‘ng his speech at the memorial
occurred. ' :



Létters from victims and victim’s family members of SIEV 221
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“tf 1 get stuck in the endiess ocean better than being
captured by wicked men in our homeland.”

My soul praises God who showed his great kindness to
us.

When the sun rose, ange!s were sent to an island in
Australia called Christmas Island to rescue innocent
people who were caught in the infinite ocean.

They risked their lives to save the survivors of the broken
boat.

Residents of the isiand who witnessed the incident tried 1o
save us throwing life jackets and ropes. And sO did the
Navy and Pgdlice.

Words are not enough to express our gratitude. We do not
know how to thank them.

May God biess them all
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Thiis letter is from members of boat 221 .

With respect to the people of Christmas Island, we wiould
like to show our than ks and appreciation.

— gt _— peopie of Christn ras lsland for the heip aind
effort they showed during the incident that cccurred on
15" December 2010.

More than 50 People including women and children lost
their lives. '

We thank all the people who put in their efforts to Save us
including all the government departments, in pParticular the
immigration department who pProvided help and assistance
and also shared in our sadness.

and a2l of their staff who helped and assisted us during
this disaster and in particular Darren and L_ucia from
Serco.

1. 221/032 8. 221/016
2. 221/033 ©. 221/018
3. 221/008 10. 221/023
4. 221/00S 11. 221/037
5. 221/004 12. 221/038
6. 221/020 13. 221/025
7. 2z21/029 i4. 221/040

15. 221027
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TIn the Nﬁme of God
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”

T and my family were in Boat number 221.
T hereby want to Thank and appreciate all the residents of Christmas

Island for helping and supporting us at tThe fime of the incident (boat
craskh).

wvife also appreciate all The resident for coming ocut from tTheir houses at
the wvery early time of morning only te help us. We alse thank them for a
great deal of effort made by everyone at the time of the incident. IF
they had not provided us with life jackets, my wife would have been cne
of those who died in that horrible incident. We will never ferget the help
and. support we received from lovely residents of Christmas Island.

Ve alsce thank oll the staff of Immigration, Serce, Infterpreters and
Aledicals For their empathy and sympathy and also for their great deal of
effort and suppeort provided during difficult rimes. They really did their
best to ease the difficult situation and circumstances for us.

We hawve o mention the names of twe Officers who were brilliant and
down to earth: Darren and Lucia. We were freated like a family member
by them at all fimes., There were tTentative every single minute. IF i
wasn't because of Their presence, it was really impossible for us to put up

with ail the smotional challenges. Therefore we would like To kindly ask
wvou o honowr Them, in a woy tThey deserve.

On behalf of mwmy Family, T'd like to Tell Daren and Lucias
We love yvou from the bottom of our heart and we will never Torget you.
We wish vou health and success all through your life. We alsc wish you

Jjoy and happiness, Days come and go but cur fove for you both is for <=li
Times.

Warm regards,

Boya {11}, Abbas {(13), Saffie (14), Sara {12), Tara {10}



From all accounts the community, emergency personnel, and Australian
Government workers showed courage, leadership and resourcefulness to help
those in the iragic emergency on 15 December,

The circumstances were diabolical - terrible weather conditions, the port at
Flying Fish Cove closed and none of the locally based vessels could be launched.

The rocky landscape where this occurred is also notoriously razor sharp —
meaning even land based Support was fraughsz.

I want to commend the skills and bravery of Border Protection command
personnel involved in the rescue effort. Together with the community they pur
their lives at risk to sqve 42 people.

I know it is not much consolation to say thar Without your efforts the number of

causalities would have peen much higher — by speaking on behalf of the
Australian community we express our heartfelt thanks.

Brian Lacy

We did our best on 15 December 2010, ang 1 believe I can Say, ... that nothing more
could have been done on that day to help the victims of the tragic event. Nonetheless,



as Chair of the Emergency Management Committee I will ensure that consideration is

given to ways in which our response to and recovery from such events might be
improved. . co

I am proud to stand here amongst you today; proud to say that Joan and I are
members of a community that receives and cares for the asylum seekers who choose
to come to our shore, despite the many challenges that confront them. I am proud of
our police and emergency services, our doctors and hospital staff and you the
members of our community. Some of your actions are deserving of bravery awards
and all of you are deserving of commendation. I will take such steps as I am able to
secure the awards and commendations.

Gordon Thomson read two messages from Ramin and Hadi.

Ramin came to Christmas Island on another boat. He lost his wife and son and his
brother and his brother’s wife when the Janga (SIEV221) sank. He is caring for his
orphaned nephew.

Hadi was on the Janga (SIEV 221). He lost his brother and his brother’s wife. He is

caring for his orphaned nephew. Ramin’s wife and son were in Hadi’s group on the
Janga.

Ramin

I don’t knmow how to bring forward my feelings and thoughts to you. It’s amazing that
people who live together here have such a big heart and that everyone tried their best
to help other humans. This is not just me saying this to you. It’s my family, my
relatives over there in Iran and here in the camp. Here on Christmas Island we have
met the kindest people on earth.

From my heart I appreciate all your help. I hope this never happens again.

Some people, they like to hide the facts, the differences between people cause them to
hide the facts.

T wish I could talk in your language to Australia and Iran and all countries how it is
here, how kind you are.

This is an Island in the middle of the whole ocean and facilities might be limited, we
appreciate the limited things here, we are grateful I hope if one day we get the
honour to be Australians, we’d like to meet people like you in our life.

We lost wife, kids, a lot of people. The huge hole in my heart from that loss has been
filled with the kindness of the great people here. '

We wish we can give our thanks to the whole world about you people. That much
effort for a such sudden thing was a lot.

We come from the worst place in the world, the worst human acts and we come to
you, the most kind. I am so happy to have met people like you. Even if we don’t end up
staying in Australia, I appreciate meeting you.

. Anywhere we go the sky is blue, it’s the people who make the place beautiful.
[Iranian proverb]



None of us would have survived if the people on the cliff had not given us the
lifejackets. :

Some people just heard that we were helped, but I saw it wirh my eyes. From their

heart, they helped us, how much effort they put. I can’t make a word sentence, this is
100 much to appreciate what Yyou have done.

We say special thanks Jor the memorial. Thank you for remembering those we Jost
and putting your heart next 10 ours, the sad moments we went through, what q great

Hadi 23 February 2011

Fiona Andrew (DIAC)

On 15 December the people of Christmas Island and all the agencies and
organisations that are involved in irregular maritime arrivals saw human tragedy the
likes of which most people should never have 1o see. Through it all, though, I saw
people put themselves at risk on land and on water to save people. I saw Ppeople

will never forget bassing one man, who, with rope over his shoulder, just looked at me
and shook his head and another crouched down beside me holding his head in his
hands. Isaw incredible bravery. And, most of all, I saw the lives of 42 people saved
thanks to the efforts of the Customs and Border Protection and Navy and all who
stood on the rocks that &rey, wet, horrible day.

I saw people — Christmas Island people and naval officers - making a huge difference
to the lives of others. .. Thank you, Christmas Island.

Imam Abdul Gaffar Ismail

we can’t find in other Places that we visit, we are an island that we know thay has

Father Peter Currucan



"' News & Information

1SSUE No. 478

I'd like to offer this simple prayer for those who died; it’s a simple prayer and it goes
like this: _

To all of you who died on that fateful day in Dec, may the songs of the angels go with
you, may the smiles of the martyrs greet your own, where death is no more and when

every tear is wiped away, may the songs of the angel sing new hope before the face of
God. '

Zainal Majid
Zainal Majid, President of the Islamic Council, spoke for the SES volunteers.

15" of December is a day that we will never forget easily for the island and the island
people and especially for the volunteers.

I can not stop seeing the eyes, the faces, of the people on the boat as it was dashed
against the rocks, the father desperately clinging to the-boat with one hand and with
the other clutching his child to his side. Then a child swept from the arms of the
mother. It was horrible.

We are sorry for the families who have lost their loved ones in their attempt to find a
better place to be. On behalf of the Islamic community we are sorry we could not put
their loved ones to rest in peace earlier.

Everything that happened on that day was beyond our control. Lastly I want to say
again that I'm proud to be a volunteer in the rescue teams on the island. I salute
again, all the volunteer groups. Keep up the good spirits. I'm proud to be a Christmas
Islander.

Dr Julie Graham

Many people died on that tragic day, but amazingly, many people also survived. The
courageous actions of our Navy and Customs and those individuals on that cliff face
saved many. The journey these survivors now face is a difficult one and we hope they
have the strength to travel it.

For all of us on that day, we were there to help. On that day there were no reffoes, no
queue-jumpers, no clients, there were just people in need.

For the survivors, we feel your tragedy. For the loss, we grieve and for the community
of Christmas Island, we should be proud.

If you need help, seek support and keep an eye out for those around you.

Master of Ceremonies Chris Su concluded the memorial with a quote from poet
John Donne.

The loss of each person’s life diminishes our own, for we are all a part of
humankind. All people are of one author, and are of one volume; when one
man dies, one chapter is not torn out of the book, but translated into a better
language.



