Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Amendment (A Stronger Land Account) Bill 2014

Centre for
Appropriate
Technology

ABN 93 080 271 156

‘www.icat.org.au

» Central Australia

HEAD OFFICE

Desert Peoples Centre
Desert Knowledge Precinct
South Stuart Highway

PO Box 8044

ALICE SPRINGS NT 0871
Tel: (08) 8959 6100
Fax:(08) 8959 6111
info@icat.org.au

- Norit Quesnsiond
Level 1 —Unit 3

143 Buchan Street
Bungalow

PO Box 6182

Cairns QLD 4870

Tel: (07) 4031 0505
Fax:(07) 4031 0431
nq@icatorg.au

* Northern Australia
7 Searcy Street

PO Box 2875

Darwin City NT 0801

Tel: (08) 8981

75699

Fax:(08) 8981 7233

darwin@icat.org.au

» Western Australia
48a Blackman Street
PO Box 8301
Broome WA 6725
Tel: (08) 9192 2355
Fax:(08) 9192 3553
wa@icat.org.au

securing
sustainable
livelihoods
through
appropriate
technology

Submission 7

Committee Secretary
Senate Standing Committee on Community Affairs
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

28t August 2014

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Amendment (A Stronger Land Account)
Bill 2014

The Centre for Appropriate Technology Limited has been able to establish a
sustainable and permanent presence as an Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
organisation providing technical services to remote Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander communities due to the impact of a purchase of land by the ILC in 2009.

As an organisation we are strongly in favour of further amendments that will
strengthen the ability of the ILC to provide other individuals and organisations with
the opportunity to build sustainable futures for themselves. The Centre for
Appropriate Technology Ltd therefore supports the above Bill and its proposed
amendments to the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Act 2005.

CAT supports the following measures contained in the Bill that will:

* Strengthen and protect the Land Account for future generations so that
others may enjoy the success we have had as a result of the Land Account

* Ensure the Land Account is used appropriately and only for land related
purposes

* Provide for greater Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander input, involvement

~and opportunity

* Enforce high standards of corporate governance in the ILC

» Allow the Land Account'to grow in real terms.

Along with others it is also our belief that enactment of the Bill will protect and
strengthen the Land Account to fulfill its original purpose; to compensate those
unable to benefit from the Native Title act. Our experience as an organisation is that
the investment in the land we now occupy as a consequence of the ILC Land Account
has provided the foundation for a thriving Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
corporation.

The Centre for Appropriate Technology Ltd encourages Senators and Members to
support the passage of this Bill to ensure others into the future are able to gain the
benefits we have from the Land Account.

Yours sincerely

Peter Renehan ?’r Bruce W Walker AM FTSE
Chairman ' Chief Executive Officer






