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FIGURE 1: An ecological model of the drivers of
family violence in Aboriginal communities
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There is no simple, single systemic cause of Aboriginal family violence. Many factors contribute, some of them specific
to the experience of Aboriginal peoples of the processes of colonisation; others are common to other populations experiencing
marginalisation and disadvantage.

CEO Statement to the Inquiry into Community Safety, Support Services Alice Springs
and Job Opportunities in the Northern Territory 9 December 2022
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FIGURE 2: THE EFFECT OF THE ALCOHOL REFORMS ON SUPPLY
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The Northern Territory Government’s package of alcohol reforms introduced in October 2018 led to a significant decrease
in the amount of alcohol sold in Alice Springs, down 8% (grey bar at right), comparing the year immediately before the
reforms and the year immediately after the reforms.

The reforms (which included a world-leading Minimum Unit Price on alcohol) were particular effective in reducing the sale of
the cheapest and most dangerous forms of alcohol - cask wine and low quality bottled wine (blue bars at left).
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FIGURE 3

1,800 Effect of NT Government Alcohol reforms
.., (October 2018) on Domestic Violence assaults, 1,604
' Alice Springs, 2015 - 2022
1,400
1,200 1,117
1,000 1,021 1,045 =
1,000 935 +
+7% 795
800
600
400
200
0

BEFORE REFORMS BEFORE REFORMS BEFORE REFORMS  AFTER REFORMS AFTER REFORMS AFTER REFORMS AFTER REFORMS
Oct 15t Sepleé Octl6otoSepl7 Octl7to Sepl8 Oct 18 to Sep 19 (Inc. COVID) (Inc. COVID) (Inc. COVID / SF)
Oct19to Sep20 Oct20to Sep2l  Oct 21 to Sep 22

Source: NT Police Crime Statistics: https://pfes.nt.qov.au/pelice/community-safety/nt-crime-statistics

The decrease in alcohol availability led to dramatic decreases in alcohol related harm in Alice Springs. This graph shows how
Domestic Violence assaults decreased by 22% in the year after the introduction of the Alcohol Reforms (green bar).

Unfortunately, as seen across the world, the effect of COVID has been to increase the frequency of Domestic Violence.
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FIGURE 4

Alcohol related assaults, 2021-22: NORTHERN TERRITORY
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This graph shows the effect of the expiry of the Strong Futures (Alcohol Protected Area) provisions in July 2022 across the
Northern Territory. There was an immediate and significant increase in the number of alcohol related assaults and
the number of DV assaults where alcohol was involved (red shaded bubbles). The proportion of assaults where alcohol

was involved also increased (red bars).
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