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About HIA  
The Housing Industry Association (HIA) is Australia’s only national industry association representing the 
interests of the residential building industry.  

As the voice of the residential building industry, HIA represents a membership of 60,000 across Australia. 
Our members are involved in delivering more than 170,000 new homes each year through the construction 
of new housing estates, detached homes, low & medium-density housing developments, apartment 
buildings and completing renovations on Australia’s 9 million existing homes.  

HIA members comprise a diverse mix of companies, including volume builders delivering thousands of new 
homes a year through to small and medium home builders delivering one or more custom built homes a 
year. From sole traders to multi-nationals, HIA members construct over 85 per cent of the nation’s new 
building stock.  

The residential building industry is one of Australia’s most dynamic, innovative and efficient service 
industries and is a key driver of the Australian economy. The residential building industry has a wide reach 
into the manufacturing, supply and retail sectors.  

Contributing over $100 billion per annum and accounting for 5.8 per cent of Gross Domestic Product, the 
residential building industry employs over one million people, representing tens of thousands of small 
businesses and over 200,000 sub-contractors reliant on the industry for their livelihood.  

HIA exists to service the businesses it represents, lobby for the best possible business environment for the 
building industry and to encourage a responsible and quality driven, affordable residential building 
development industry. HIA’s mission is to:  

“promote policies and provide services which enhance our members’ business 
practices, products and profitability, consistent with the highest standards of 

professional and commercial conduct.”  

HIA develops and advocates policy on behalf of members to further advance new home building and 
renovating, enabling members to provide affordable and appropriate housing to the growing Australian 
population.  

New policy is generated through a grassroots process that starts with local and regional committees before 
progressing to the National Policy Congress by which time it has passed through almost 1,000 sets of 
hands.  

Policy development is supported by an ongoing process of collecting and analysing data, forecasting, and 
providing industry data and insights for members, the general public and on a contract basis.  

The association operates offices in 22 centres around the nation providing a wide range of advocacy, 
business support services and products for members, including legal, technical, planning, workplace health 
and safety and business compliance advice, along with training services, contracts and stationary, industry 
awards for excellence, and member only discounts on goods and services. 
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Home ownership rates continuing to decline 
Poor housing affordability has become a characteristic of most of Australia’s major metropolitan areas.  

An inadequate supply of additional housing over many years has led to a situation where there is intense 
competition to secure housing, amongst limited options. The intense competition is evident across the 
spectrum of the housing market.  

In the market to purchase property, auctions for established properties are hotly contested. Rental 
vacancies are minimal and there are far too few homes available to households who rely on community 
housing providers and public housing.  

Supporting the delivery of all forms of homes along the housing continuum must be a priority. If supply falls 
in any one sector it will directly affect the affordability of housing in each of the other sectors.  

Housing supply underpins housing affordability and improving affordability will enable more households to 
own their own homes.  

Over the last two decades the rate of home ownership has declined. Home ownership data from the 2021 
Census show home ownership rates in Australia are continuing to decline down to just 67%.  

Furthermore, the rate for different age groups varies and paints are even more challenging landscape.  

The home ownership rate of 30–34 year old’s was 64% in 1971, decreasing 14 percentage points to only 
50% in 2021.  

For Australians aged 25–29, in 1971 it was around 50%, compared with just 36% in 2021. 

This all further reinforces that it has become increasingly difficult for those under 40 to get onto the property 
ladder. 

Housing preferences and the expectations that people have for their housing have changed in response to 
the scarcity of housing and rising costs, however the ‘Australian Dream’ of owning your own home remains.  

Polling conducted for HIA by JWS Research found that 81 per cent of Australians believe that everyday 
Australians should be able to own their own home.  

Furthermore, the research found that 92 per cent of renting households aspire to own their own home, yet 
only 49 per cent of these households feel that they will achieve this aspiration.  

The pandemic has further changed people’s approach to housing.  

The type of home people prefer, the location and the way they use their home have all changed. A home 
has always been our haven – post pandemic, many more Australians also see their home as their 
workplace, their retreat and a key part of their future financial stability. 

Ensuring housing supply can respond to changes in demand in a timely way should be the basis for all 
Government actions that influence the housing market. 
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Accessing Super to support home ownership 

HIA believes that Government policies and programs should support and promote home ownership and 
housing investment as a direct means of funding retirement. Owner occupied housing plays an important 
role supporting living standards in retirement.  

The housing costs of retirees who need to pay rent consumes a much greater share of household income 
than the housing costs of retiree households who own their own homes.  

It is considered that there are existing options, and potentially new policy ideas that could be explored which 
would allow Australians to purchase their home utilising their super balance, without putting their financial 
future at risk.  

The tax settings that apply to owner occupied housing and savings within the superannuation system 
encourage people to accumulate wealth during their working life that will enable them to maintain their living 
standards in retirement. These two important components of household wealth should work hand in hand.  

There are policies supporting this premise which apply to older households. Owner occupier households 
who downsize are able to contribute part of the sale the proceeds into superannuation.  

This provides flexibility for households to balance their income needs and their consumption of housing to 
best meet their needs as needs change throughout stages of their lives. In this instance, the housing wealth 
that is shifted into superannuation would support a higher level of income in retirement. 

The reverse should apply to younger households. Younger people should also be given the choice as to 
how their savings are best utilised to support their living standards throughout the stages of life.  

Noting that home ownership is an aspiration for many households and that home ownership makes such 
an important contribution to living standards in retirement, there should be greater opportunity for younger 
households to use savings within the superannuation system to achieve home ownership. 

HIA acknowledges that enabling unrestricted withdrawals from superannuation would risk eroding the 
integrity of the superannuation system and diminish its capacity to provide income in retirement.  

However, well designed programs could mitigate these risks while enabling the superannuation system to 
better support people into home ownership.  

Options worthy of consideration generally fall into two broad categories, although these are not mutually 
exclusive.  

1. Boosting capacity to save for a home deposit (providing a concessional tax environment for home 
deposit savings). 

2. Leveraging savings within superannuation to facilitate home ownership (loans from super accounts and 
shared equity type models).  

Examples of such schemes that could be further considered are included overpage.
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