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WESTERN SYDNEY UNIVERSITY 3 5 SEPTEMBER 2024  

placement poverty, such as caring responsibilities, disability, cultural barriers, and for many 
students, being the first in their family to attend university. 
 

For example, the impact of completing 1,000 hours of placement, a compulsory component 
of social work education, often places considerable financial pressures on our students. This 
pressure often leads students reconsidering social work as a career. For many, the stress of 
balancing the demands of unpaid placements with their personal and financial 
responsibilities, forces them to reassess their ability to complete the program. 
 

This support will better ensure that our future social work workforce reflects the diversity of 
the communities they will serve. Extending the same support to other courses, including 
psychology, physiotherapy and podiatry is recommended for the same reasons. 
 

We see this reflected in other disciplines, and it is particularly important in areas such as 
nursing and midwifery, and teaching. Western Sydney expects to have a shortfall of about 
10,000 nurses in the region next year. Programs such as Commonwealth Prac Payments are 
ensuring more students can graduate in these valued and essential services. 
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