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Humanists Victoria (Humanist Society of Victoria Inc.  Reg. No. A0020272M)

now debates conflict decisions before troops are committed, except when an emergency makes this 
impossible.

6. Consideration of international law has also been part of the debate in the UK, as well as in other 
countries, in relation to action against the Islamic State. Since 2018 there has been growing 
awareness of the International Criminal Court’s jurisdiction over the crime of aggression (Article 8bis 
of the Rome Statute). This has raised the prospect of military and political leaders being held 
criminally accountable for actions in overseas conflict, providing further encouragement for 
democratic oversight, scrutiny and safeguards.

7. Humanists Victoria submit that, except in cases of emergency, Australia should not deploy troops 
overseas without parliamentary approval, nor without rigorous debate about the purpose of the 
engagement, its legality, prospects of success and whether all alternative options beside a military 
commitment have been explored.

8. However, this would require ready access to expert opinion. The budget for the Department of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade has flat-lined over the last three decades, while that of the Defence 
Department has more than trebled. 2 Diplomatic expertise needs to be more highly valued and the 
independence of the Public Service restored. Independent, expert legal advice may also be needed 
in view of the growing complexity of international relations and international justice.

This concludes the submission.

Yours faithfully, 

Stephen Stuart
Acting Secretary, Humanists Victoria

 [HV SFADTC]

1 https://warpowersreform.org.au/overwhelming-support-for-war-powers-reform-roy-morgan-poll/
2 https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/budget-of-skewed-priorities
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