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What does the decrease in cradle sales mean to Harvestaire?  

As previously stated publicly, to maintain our current staffing levels, we will either need to find additional 

markets for our products globally or provide new products for the Australian market. Neither of these two 

options happens overnight. We recently tested the waters with an export order into the USA, but we have 

no guarantee that we will receive an order for 2025. 

What does a decrease in cradle sales mean for broadacre farmers in Australia?  

Decreased staffing levels and decreased lamb cradle sales at Harvestaire will have the following flow-on 

effects: 

• More expensive header parts, as our cost of manufacturing would increase  

• We are increasing our reliance on imported products that are not designed for our conditions and 

are considerably more expensive to import into Australia. 

• Decreased availability of locally manufactured header parts due to longer lead times  

Recommendations 

• Do not implement the ban—it does not have broad community support and does not have its 

foundations in science. 

• Instead, we should opt to strengthen the industry by investing in export infrastructure, supporting 

Australian growers and rural communities, and uplifting the standard of living in export countries.  

This is a well-self-regulated industry that, if the political will exists, can continue to support the entire 

agricultural sector, including regional communities, for decades to come.  

 

Regards, 

 

 

Dirk Vorster 

General Manager 
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