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MP Thomas George for
sparking a price war he
fears will hurt farmers.

Mr George, whose state
electorate of Lismore in-
cludes Murwillumbah, has
calied on Coles to reverse
its decision to slagh the
price of ifs own-brand milk
to $1 per litre.

Coles cut the price for a

.. two-lifre bottle to just $2

last Thursday in a move
immediafely matched by
Woolworths,

On Friday Aldi followed
suit.

Yesterday Mr George's
criticism was backed by
Murwillumbah dairy farm-
er Corey Crosthwaite - one
of just eight .
remaining on
the Tweed -
following
decisions
by others
during the
past de-
cade to
abandon the
industry.

Mr Crosthwaite
said farmers hagd aiready
suffered a 20 cents a litre
cut to the farm-gate price
for milk in the past nine
morniths.

And although that price
cut came via their co-oper-
ative Norco, Mr Crosth-
waite said, “It’s actually
the supermarkets who are
doing it.

“If you don't accept their
price you iose the market.

“Most of the farmers
were in their 705 or 80s. It
doesn’t hurt the old blokes
as much but anyone that’s
young has such a massive
investment and gets noth-
ing back af the end of the
day. -
‘Iyougelafloodora
drought it hurts us, but it
doesn’t hurt Coles or Wool-
worths.”

Coles has said it would
wear the loss and not pass
on cufs to farmers, but Mr
George argued the move
was “irresponsible”.

Price war hurts
dairy fari

COLES OHALLENGE: Thomas
George wants a better price
for farmers.

“Tiven though it (Coles)
says it will abgorb the price
eui, in the long run this
will cause a price war
between brands,

which ultimately
comes back to the
producers,” Mr

George said.

“The dairy in-
dustry on the North
Coast is still gefting
over deregulation, to-
gether with years of
drought and now floods.

“Many farmers have left
the industry and those that
remain have had a hard
fime maintaining viability.

“This is a lime when we
should be supporting dairy
farmers.”

Mr George said the cost
of feeding cows was in-
creasing because of the
flood damage to many
Crops:

“T again call on Coles to
reverse its decision and
return money to the farm
gate by renegotiating its
eurrent contracts to in-
crease the price by five
cents per litre to the pro-
ducer,” he said.
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