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SUBMISSION TO THE SENATE INQUIRY INTO THE PROVISIONS OF THE
WATER ACT 2007

The Water Act 2007 (hereafter referved to- as the Ach sety out tor
distribute swstainably tive resources of woter v the Murray-Dorling
Basin between the extractorsy for wrigation and farm wse and e needs
of the environment: This Act should be refained in its present form.

Decadesy of mismanagement of flow allocations and therefore allowance
of over extraction of water hasy reswdted v the dismal plight of tie
Mwrray-Darling Basini The less the flow v Hhe rivery tie greater the
salinity of the remaining water and. suarrounding land and, the greater
Hhe salinity, the more damage counsed to-the ecosystems:

It & well kinown Hhat River Red Guan wetHand forests have declined. by
80%. Withv only one~fiftiv of these preciows forests left they will be lost
wdessy dvostie stepsy are tokew to- sonve them. The sy forest there w to-
ottract clownd formation v the areasy concerned the more drounglhty witiv
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raswdting  ever decreasing  roinfall to- the detrument of all -
communities, rivers, fauwna and flora. It s not only for tie benefit of
rivers be kept healtivy.

Apart from the decline un thve River Red Guw forests there hay been a
Loss of 90% of the flood plain wetlands witiv o concomitant losy of 90%
of the native fuiv population and 80% of the native birdlife. Humans,
andmaly, trees and. otiver flova and all founa are interdependent: Eaciv
has Uy pout to- play v the maintenance of a healtvy world i wirici to-
e

I+ must be kept i mind that iF s imperative fo- maintain the present
goodl flows v the rivers as long as possible to- flusiv out the vast amouwnt
of salinity present n Hie water and the erstwirile dvought stricken
surrouwnding land.  The rivery will never be healthy whuile there g

The Act way legustated for Hhe purpose of evsuring tivat extraction of the
water resovrcees o returned to- enwironmentally sustoinable levels tirat
protect, restore and provide for the ecological values and ecosystem
services of the Murroy-Darling Bosin.  This Act provides broadly for
the delwery of a Basun Plan that v ewlronmentfolly souwnd and
scientifically strong enouglh to- carry owt Uy prarpose. The reduction of
water extraction and the return of the water to- the evwironment v long
overdure,

The Act was introduced to- correct the imbalonce un He wse of woater un
the Basin. This wse of woter has been heavily weighted towards
extraction for rrigation for too- long leading to- highly stressed rivers,
forests,, animaly and degradation of Landl.

We, membery of Mudgee Dutrict Environment Group lne, urge tus
Senate Committee to- preserve tive Water Act 2007 un Uy present form .

o The Act gets the balance right between Hie communities
dependent upon Hie rivery and e healtiv of He rivers.



o The Act recognises the need to- refurn woter extraction to- long-
tferm sustainaiple levelsy and this must remadin tive foeuns

o The Act correctly recognises the wneed to- reduce water extfraction
onde refurn water fo- the enwvironment un order to- restore tire
healtiv of tive ecosystems and tie future of Hie commumnities.

o Water must not be polificised ay in tive post where the balance of
woter wie v He Basin has been heavily welghted against the
evwronument:  The Act correctly acknowledges the need to- base
availdaple science, sociol and enatronmental considerations:. The
Act also relies on scientific and not political considerations:

o Healthy rivers mean healtivy commumnities.

Thank yow for the opportunity for ws to- place owr views before the
Committee.

Jocelyn Hulme
Correspondence Secrefory
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