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Abstract

The "d iv ide and ru1e"  pol icy  in
c lass i ca l  co lon ies  has  beeome
"d i v ide ,  ru le  and  des t roy "  po l i cy
in  Kurd is tan.  What  is  be ing
destroyed,  subjected to  genocide - is
of  course the ident i ty  o f  the Kurds
a n d  K u r d i s t a n .  I t  i s  t h e - K u r d s '
nat ional  va lues and make up-  f f  in
sp i te  o f  s ta te  te r ro r ,  opp ress ion ,
rep ress ion  and  to r tu re ,  t he re  a re
st i11 those who advocate Kurd ish
iden t i t y ,  t he  a im  i s  t o  phys i ca l l y
ann ih i l a te  them.

The generation growing
Kurd is tan today has

up in
a l ready

wi tnessed how thei r  parents and
grandparents were shoved of f ,
bea ten  up ,  be l i t t l ed ,  i nsu l ted  and
abused by members of the armed
fo rces ,  t he  po l i ce  fo rce  and  the
gendarmer ie.  This  generat ion has
also exper ienced the tor tur ing to
dea th  o f  t he i r  e lde r  s ib l i ngs ,
the i r  unc les and aunt ies.  This
generat ion has seen how thei r
mo the rs ,  e lde r  s i s te rs ,  and  aun t i es
were dragged by the i r  ha i r  and
taken away to detent ion bentres and
pr isons where they were abused,
m o l e s t e d  a n d  a s s a u l t e d " a n d  h e a r d
t h e n  c a I l e d  " o u t l a w s " ,  " c r i m i n a l s " ,
" b a n d i t s "  a n d  " t r a i t o r s " .

I t  i s  imposs ib le  fo r  t hese  k ids  no t
to  que ry ,  no t  t o  ques t i on  a l l  t h i s
i n  a  sho r t  t ime .  The re  i s  no
p o s s i b i l i t y  t o  f o r g e t  a l i  t h i s .
A ren ' t  t hose  who  a re  wag ing  a
re len t l ess  gue r i l l a  war  aga ins t  t he
Turk i sh  s ta te  the  pove r t y  s t r i cken
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The Kurd ish guer i l la  novenent  has ra i l ica l ly  a l tered two th inqs.  F i rs t1v,  i t  has
t ransfornet l  i tse l f  in to an in formed,  c le tern inet l  and pers is tdnt  mi l i ta f r t  force.
Secondly-, i t  has rebuil t  the noral and spir i tual nakb up of the Kurdish people
to see the novenent as a side vis-a-vis the Turkish state apparatus

n ter ror  and bruta l ' to lon ia l  neasures.

cbildren with swollen '  tumrnies,
sk in  heads ,  c rossed  eyes ,  and
dirty noses who vritnessed and
exper ienced the bruta l - i t ies of  the
g o v e r n m e n t ' s  f o r c e s  c a 1 l e d
"commandoes"  i n  t he  1950 ' s?
D idn ' t  t hese  k ids  see  the i r
f a t h e r  s  a n d  g r a n d  f a t h e r  s
devastated by Turk ish so ld iers  who
t ied ropes to  the i r  penises and
forced them to walk around in
f ront  o f  the i r  wives,  daughters
and a l l  o ther  v i l lagers?

Turk ish press and in te l lectuals
were fasc inated by the pover ty  and
misery of  these k ids then and now
are ext remely host i le  to  the i r
demands for  f reedom and equal i ty .

From these one mustn ' t  conclude
that  the guer i l -1a movement  is  a
mere react j -on to  oppress ion and
bent  on revenge.  The oppress ion
exper ienced does of  course
const i tu te the mater ia l  and moral
bas i s  o f  t he  movemen t .  Bu t ,  t he
a im i s  no t  mere l y  t o  reac t  t o
oppress i ve  measures .  The  a im  i s  t o
do away wi th  then a l together .

Uni ted I ' ia t ions should p lay a v i ta l
ro le  but  pretends to  be unaware of
the  i ssue .  The  same i s  t rue  fo r
the Is lamic Conference which
di rects  an in tense campaign
aga ins t  I s rae l .  I t  condemns  I s rae l
fo r  i t s  opp ress ion  o f  t he
Pa les t i n ians .  I t  app l i es  and
advoca tes  sanc t i ons  aga ins  t
f s r a e i .  B u t .  i t  p r e t e n d s  n o t  t o
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see the more heavy handed pol ic ies
towards the Kurds by Is lamic
countr ies such as Turkey,  I raq,
I ran and Syr ia .  Such "  dupl ic i ty .
become the basis  for  inst i tu t ions '
i ne f fec t i veness  and  demise .

The rnost  v is ib le  pol icy  Turkey is
irnplementing in Kurdistan .today is
s ta te  te r ro r i sm.  .  Th i s  i s  , t he  on l y
pol - icy
Turkey has
about the
K u r d i  s h
issue.  The Turk ish author i t ies are
guided by a menta l i ty  which says
"Let's implement such repressive
measures that no one .can even.utter-
the word Kurd, can even nention the
Kurds national- and. democratic,"
r ights. Let us put into practice
such punitive measures that those
who mention the Kurdish question
are fuIly aware that not only
themselves but also their famil ies,
vi l lagers and clan wil l  be punished
so that they will be afraid and
s tay  away  f rom th i s  ques t i on . . . . "

The co lonia l  s ta te is  ab le to
con f i sca te  the  Kurds '  p rope r t i es ,
lands and homes,  produce,  an imals
and feedstocks wi th  a var ie ty  of
pretexts .  Sold iers  who arr ive in
v i l lages armed to the teeth are
able to  set t le  down in  the i r  homes
and  on  the i r  p rope r t i es .  They  a re
able to  force the v i l lagers to  sow
and reap for  them. Should a youth
jo in  the guer i lLas they are able to
demand that  h is /her  fami ly  f ind and
surrender hin/her to the authori-
t ies otherwise they can deta in the
whole fami ly  and subject  the fami ly
members to  tor ture.  A l l  these
measures are inp lemented wi th  the
he lp  o f  spec ia l i s t s ,  even  fo re ign
specia l is ts .  They are known as
coun te r -gue r i11a  measures .

The  gue r i l l a  movemen t  i n i t i a ted  by
PKK on  14 -15  Augus t  1984  i n  l t he
Kurd ish towns of -Edl  Eruh and
Sherndin l i  has radica lLy changed two
th ings .  F i r s t l y ,  t he  movemen t
changed  i t se l f .  Ove rcoming  fea r ,
pan ic  and  res igna t i on ,  i t  has
t ransformed i tse l f  in to an in formed
de te rm ined  and  pe rs i s ten t  m i l i t an t
fo rce .  f t s  consc ious ,  deLerm ined
and  pe rs i s ten t  d i spos i t i on  i n  t u rn
t ransf  ormed i t  in to  a s i< ie  and
i n s t i t u t i o n a l i s e d  i t .  T o d a y ,  t h e
guer i i l a  movemen t  i s  an  impor tan t

s ide .  The  Kurd i sh  peop le  en  masse
,v iew PKK as a s ide v is-a-v is  the
Turkish army, gendarmerie and the
s t a t e .

Second1y,  the guer i l la  movement
has changed the people in the
region.  I t  .a l tered the i r  sp i r i tua l
s ide.  . rhe.people that  were fu l l -  o f

-  f  ear , . . - .p ,an ic ,  res igrnat ion,  that
w e r  e

d i f f i d e n t
and cowed
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guer i l la  movement ,  may not  achieve
the desi red resul ts  in  a shor t
t . ime.  Never theless,  hav ing changed
peoples '  sp i r i tua3-  make up is  an
.ex l remely s ign i f  icant  development  .
I t  cannot  be bel i t t led.  People
wi l l  no longer  be content  wi th
what is handed down to t.hem. They
wi l l  denand a good deal  more.  In
some regions of  Kurd is tan.  people
have already begun to demand
equal i ty  and democracy.  "Democracy
f i r s t "  t hey  shou t .  The  Kurd i sh
people have begun to compare their
s i t ua t i on  w i th  tha t  o f  o the r
people in  the Middle East  and the
rest .  o f  the wor ld .  They have
therefore real ised how worse of f
t hey  a re ,  and  wha t  t e r r i b le
condi t ions they l ive in-  A1i  th is
has  been  the  resu l t  o f  t he
t r e m e n d o u s l y  p e r s i s t e n t ,
determined and conscious guer i l la
e f fo r t s .  One  mus tn ' t  be l - i t t l e  t he
p o l - i t i c a L  a n d  i d e o l o g i c a l
educat ion which is  be inqr  carr ied
ou t  a t  t he  same t ime .  Th i s  k ind  o f
work that  is  be ing carr ied out
both i -ns ide and outs ide Turkey has
made s igrn i f icant  contr ibut ions to
the aforement ioned changes.

Abou t  20 -30  yea rs  d9o ,  i n
D iya rbak i r ,  B i t l i s  o r  s im i l a r
c i t i es  when  the  sub jec t  o f  Ku rd i sh
nat ional  and democrat ic  r ights
were  men t ioned ,  Ku rd i sh  v i l l age rs
would say " S i r ,  w €  a r e  a l l
M u s 1 i n s .  W e  a r e  b r o t h e r s .  f t  i s
not  i rnpor tant  to  speak Kurd ish
e i t h e r .  T h e  s t a t e  d o e s n ' t  w a n t  t o
g ive the Kurds th is  r ight .  And i t
w o n ' t  e i t h e r .  b e c a u s e  t h e  K u r d s
a re  ve ry  weak  and  the  s ta te  i s
ve ry  power fu l .  I f  we  make  demands
w e  w i l l  b e  r u i n e d ,  w i p e d  o u t . "
A n d  i f  y o u  s a i d ,  " S i n c e  t h e  S t a t e
d o e s n ' t  w a n t  t o  g i v e  t h e  K u r d s

'!I)M4OCRAry F:[R.ST!'' KIJRDS SHOT.]:f

Review of the re-listing of five organisations as terrorist organisations under the Criminal Code
Submission 6 - Attachment 1



the i r  leg i t inate r ights  through
peace fu l  means ,  t hen  wag ing  a
st ruggle becomes necessary.  Because
a  human  be ing ' s  r i gh t  t o  speak  and
wr i te  in  h is /her  nat ive language
mus t  be  one  o f  t he  mos t  bas i c
r i gh ts .  And  bas i c  r i gh ts  a re  wor th
f i g h t i n g  f 9 r ,  " ,  t h e  v i l l a g e r s '
react ion would be much st ronger .
"S i r ,  a  s ta te  i s  needed  to  wage  a
s t rugg le  aga ins t  ano the r  s ta te .  We
are a poor  and ignorant  people.  The

BASIC RTGHTS ARE WORTH FTGHTING FOR

Turk ish s tate on the other  hand is
b ig  and  power fu l .  I t  has  a  l a rge
a rmy .  I t  has  j e t  f i gh te rs ,  t anks ,
cannons and guns.  I t  has
everyth ing.  What  have we got?
i i lo th ing.  A s t ruggle in  such
c i - r cums tances  canno t  l as t .  f  t  i s
b e t t e r  t o  s i t  t i g h t . - . "  A n d  i f  y o u
pressed them fur ther  on the Kurds '
na t i ona l  and  democra t i c  r i gh ts ,
they would say "Our  cause is  just
ve ry  j us t ,  bu t  we  have  no  power ,  no
f r iends and no suppor ters .  "  This
is  the moral  and sp i r i tua l  make up
that  the guer i lLa movement  has
des t royed ,  [ o r  a t  l eas t  -Ed ]  has
in i t i a ted  the  p rocess  o f  i t s
d e s t r u c t i o n .

Events such as the fo l lowing are
f requent ly  seen in  Kurd is tan these
days.  When f  or  example a v i lJ .age
qruard is  k i I Ied.  there aren '  t
enough people wi l l ing to  carry  h is
body to  the grave.  No one goes to
h i s  house  to  o f fe r  t he i r
condo lences .  Bu t  t he  bu r ia l  o f  a
guer i l l a  a t t rac ts  huge  c rowds .
There is  no end to  those who v is i t
t he  fam i l y  t o  o f fe r  t he i r
condolences.  Those who d ie in
c lashes  a re  ca I1ed  mar t y rs .

The re  i s  a  haun t i ng  scene  in  y i lmaz
G u n e y ' s  f i I m ,  " Y O L " .  T h e r e  i s  a
f iqht  between smugglers and
gendarmer ie.  A large number of
smugq le rs  a re  k i I l ed .  The  co rpses
of  the smugglers on a t ra i ler  are
taken  to  the  v i1 lage .  The  commander
of  the g,endarmer ie unj . t  gathers
people around and asks the
quest ion:  ;  " Is  there anyone among
these  tha t  you  recogn ise?  Le t
eve ryone  i den t i f y  t he  one  they
r e c o g n i s e .  " I\tro one says , " I

they don ' t  know any of  the bodies
on  d i sp lay ._  "They  _say  we  have
never  seen  these  faces  be fo re . "  I n
rea l i t y  a l l  t hose  who  had  been
shot  dead by the gendarmer ie for
a1legedIy engagingr in srnuggling
were f rom that  same v i l lage and
r .e la t_ iyes qf  t f iose v i l lagers_.  But
they al l  fee3. the need to behave
th is  way for  the fear  of  be ing
s ta ined  w i th  the i r  c r imes ,  f o r
fea r  o f  be ing  to ld  " you  a re  a

re lat ion of  the smuggler ,  you
too  a re  a  smugg le r . "  Tha t  i s  how
colonia l ism make people s t range
to themselves to  the i r  own

ident . i ty .

In  recent  yeais ' ,  the s i tuat ion has
changed.  People are now c la in ing
corpses from the army and other
secu r i t y  f o rces .  I n  t he  face  o f
accusat ions such as "out laws"  and
" t r a i t o r s " ,  t h e  f a m i l i  e s  s a y  t h e i r
son  o r  re la t i ve  was  a  pa t r i o t .
That  the Kurd ish people c la im the
co rpses  o f  g rue r i l l as ,  ca l l  t hem
m a r t y r s ,  s e t u p  m a r t y r s '
cerneter ies in  towns and v i l lages
are sgme of  the most  impor tant
soc ia l  and.  po. l i t ica l  .  developments
o f  recen t  yea rs .

I t  is  obv ious that  the Turk ish
state is very much annoyed by the
popular  suppor t  for  the guer i l las.
And therefore the State is  today
in the midst  o f  changing i ts
tact ics.  More than PKK guerr i l las
the  s ta te  i s  a f te r  t hose  who
support them, those who give them
f o o d ,  w a t e r  a n d  s h e l t e r .  I t  i s
endeavour ing to  iso late the
guer i l l as  f rom the  peop le .  f t  i s
pu t t i ng  hundreds , somet ime  s
thousan<is  of  people in  detent ion
cen t res  fo r  who lesa le  to r tu re .
Thus i t  is  t ry ing to  d imin j_sh the
inf luence and the prest ige of  the
guer i l las amonet  v i l lagers and
shopkeepers .  Horeove r , i t
sub jec ts  the  v i l l age rs  to  a l l
sor ts  of  brut .a l  tor ture to
f r i gh ten  them.  I t  pu ts  peop le  en
masse  i n  de ten t i on  cen t res  and
p r i s o n s .  f t  r e s o r t s  t o  c r u e l  a n d
inhuman measures such as forc ing
the  de ta inees  to  ea t  human
excrement .  The purpose of  these
m e a s u r e s  i s  t o  d e s t r o y  p e o p l e ' s
m e n t a l  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  w e i l  b e i n g ,
to  th row them in to
p a n i c ,  t o  s t r i p  t h e m

a
o f

s t a t e  o f
t h e i rr e c o g n i s e  t h a t  o n e .  "  T h e y  c l a i m
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wi l l power  to  res i s t .

The v i l l -age guards are being used
as a powerfu l  tor ture machine.  They
have extraordinary powers in
pursuing the PKK suppor ters ,
sympath isers and shopkeepers.  In
addi t ion to  the i r  sa lar ies they
col lect  huge f inancia l  rewards for
k i l l ingr  people.  They have been
empowered to burn down the homes of
suspec ted  gue r i l l as ,  o f  t he i r
suppor ters  and syrnpath isers,
des t roy  the i r  be long ings ,  k i11
the i r  an ima ls ,  bu rn  the i r  f eeds tock
and  k idnap  the i r  young  g i r l s .  I t
shou ld  be  no ted  tha t  a  s ign i f i can t
number of  the v i l lage guards were
perpetrators  of
pet ty  cr imes on
the run or in
p r  ] -  s o n s . T h e y
have been to ld  that  i f  they f iqht
against  PKK on behal f  o f  the
government they would be released
from ja i l ,  charges agra inst  those on
the run would be dropped,  the i r
f i l es  c losed  o r  removed  a l t oge the r .
In  sp i te  of  a l l  these measures
guer i l l a  ac t i v i t i es  go  on  on  a
wider  scale and increasing
in tens i t y .

Dur ing the Alger ian war  of
inde pend en ce t h e t h o u g h t s ,
at t i tudes and the behaviour  of  the
French in te l l igents ia  is  a  credi t
to  humani ty .  In  f requent  demonstra-
t i ons ,  mee t ings ,  con fe rences ,
panels and open forums the French
government 's  co lonia l  po l ic j -es and
measures in  Alger ia  were denounced.
The posi t ive at t i tude towards the
nat ional  l iberat . ion movements is
no t  res t r i c ted  to  the  F rench .
Israel i  people is  another  example
in th is  regard.  The invasion 

-  
o f

Lebanon  and  a t tacks  on  PLO e l i c i t ed
st rong react ions f rom some segments
o f  t he  I s rae l i  pub l i c .  Today ,  some
fs rae l i s  advoca te  P tO 's  v iew  and
a c t i o n s .  I t  i s  a  c r e d i t  t o  I s r a e l
that  these peopS-e are not  seen as
t ra i t o rs ,  a re  no t  sub jec ted  to
to r tu re  and  a re  no t  sen t  t o  p r i son .

Tu rk i sh  un i ve rs i t i es ,  i n te l l ec tua l s

,5u: te 5

p r e s s  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s
opera te  as  branchgs o f  the
nat iona l  In te i l igence Agency

. [ P o l i t i c a l  p o l i , c - e - E d ]  w h e n  i t
comes to  the  Kurd ish  issue.  For
e x a m p l e ,  w h e n  v i l l a g e  s c h o o l s  a r e
used as  to r tu re  cent res  the
T u r k i s h  p r e s s  m a k e s  n o  m e n t i o n  o f
i t .  I t  n e v e r  m e n t i o n s  t h e  f a c t
t h a t  a l l  v i l l a g e r s ,  c h i l d r e n ,  m e n
& women,  young & o ld  a re  shoved
o f f  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  s c h o o l  a n d
a l l  a r e  s u b j e c t e d  t o  t o r t u r e .  B u t ,
shou ld  there  be  an  a t tack  on  any
one o f  these schoo ls -cum- tor tu re
c e n t r e s ,  s h o u l d  o n e  o f  t h e m  b e
burned down,  then the  Turk ish
p r e s s  w i l l  w r e a k  h a v o c  w i t h

headl ines "PKK
burned down a
schoo l  aga in " .
W i th  respec t  t o

the human ri .ghts of the Kurds, the
Human Rights  Orqanisat ions in
Tu rkey  do  no t  ac t  d i f f e ren t l y .
They v iew loyal ty  to  the va lues
espoused by the Turk ish s tate as a
great  v i r tue.  They do not  show
even a f ract ion of  the concern
they show for  PLO or  the Turks in
B u l g a r i a .

The  F rench  i n te l l ec tua l s  were
aware that  they had a co lony and
they erere opposed to i t  and
denounced  the i r  gove rnmen t ' s
po l i c i es  towards  i t .  They  s ided
w i th  the  l i be ra t i on  e f fo r t s
because th is  meant  that  France.
too ,  was  be ing  l i be ra ted  i n  t he
p rocess .
Perhaps  i t  i s  t ime  fo r  t he
"Tu rk i sh  i n te l l ec tua l s "  who  so
o f ten  desc r ibe  themse lves  as
f reedom & humani tar ian addic ts  and
love rs  o f  cu l t u re  to  know tha t
they,  too,  have a co lony or
someth ing much lower in  s tatus
than a co lony under  the i r  sphere
o f  i n f l uence .  And  eve ry  day  c r imes
are being perpetrated,  Kurds are
be ing  s laugh te red  i n  tha t  co lony
wi th the pretext  that  the Turk ish
i n t e l l e c t u a l s ,  T u r k i s h  p e o p l e ,
Turk ish nat ion wi l l  be f reer  and
the Turk ish language and cu l ture
w i l l  deve lop  the re .
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