
  
 

   

      

           
   

 

 
 
 
 
 

     

                
                

                 
                

 

            

                 
             

                
   

                
           

            
          

            
   

             
     

              
                

             
              
        

            
                 

              
                 

               
             

               



                
                 

                 
                 

                
                     

             
           

                    
                

                
                
              
           

        

                
               

                  
             

                
                  

                
           

              
           

              
                 
                   

               
               

                     
              
             

         

                 
                

              
           

              
             
                

            
                

           
 

               
              



gynaecologists, Psychiatrists, Oncologists etc. Their level of advanced training is recognised. So 
should mine be. 

Secondly, and more pragmatically. At this time, I offer Bulk-Billing services to clients on 
Concession, FT students, Disability Support Pensioners etc. In reality the majority of my clients, 
given their complex histories and disorders, fit this criteria. NB The Recommended Fee for 
psychological treatment is currently $218; the scheduled fee under Medicare for a Specialist 
Psychologist is currently $119.80. Despite this gross and extraordinary difference I still offer Bulk-
Billing, because I want my service to be available to as many as possible. Mental illness does not 
discriminate against the poor. 

Should you reduce my rebate by trivialising my skills, I will simply be unable to do this and my 
business will likely be unsustainable. Whilst I cannot deny that I am concerned in part for my own 
wellbeing and that of my family, I am also worried because it will mean that many of my clients will 
be unable to continue therapy; either because I am no longer in practice or because they can't 
afford the gap payment. I shudder to think about the impact on them. Many of them have tried the 
Public Mental health service and did not succeed. Besides, it is my experience having worked in 
the public mental health sector that the system won't be able to take the influx of clients anyway or 
offer appropriate treatment. This will again mean that many of these damaged, vulnerable 
Australians will not get the level of treatment they deserve. 

I could continue with these arguments, but won't. I urge the Senate to consider this carefully. This 
is NOT about money, or at least it shouldn't be. This is about welfare and wellbeing and giving our 
fellow Australians their right to access specialised services. It is also about respect and a right 
that skilled clinicians have to expect that if they have been prepared to diligently and 
conscientiously apply themselves to their profession, they will be rewarded according to their level 
of skill and training. 

I would be happy to make myself available to provide further information should this prove useful. 

Yours sincerely y 

Kathleen Mansfield 
Psychologist (MAPS) 




