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Dear Committee Members

Thank you for the opportunity to make a submission regarding your review of the scrutiny arrangements
that apply to the Australian Taxation Office (“ATO").

EY is a global professional services firm operating in over 140 countries and provides a range of
professional services, including accounting advice, audit services, consulting services, corporate finance
and valuation services, tax services and legal services. In Australia, we advise our clients on their tax
affairs including engagement with the ATO on their compliance activities and disputes.

In our view, the current level of oversight and scrutiny of the ATO are appropriate and sufficient having
regard to the important role that the ATO plays in Australian society, together with its substantial powers
and autonomy, and any reduction in this regard would be detrimental to the fair and efficient
administration of our taxation system.

In fact, the role and powers of the ATO are increasing, with complex new laws and obligations, data and
risk tools and interactions with taxpayers. Therefore we do not believe that it would be appropriate to
reduce the level of oversight.

Each organization considered in the terms of reference provides oversight of the ATO in a different way
and does so as a result of the specialist skills which the relevant parties have. We are strongly of the
view that the role of the Inspector General of Taxation in reviewing both the operational aspects and
addressing the ombudsman role is essential to the good governance of the ATO and the country more
generally.

Our detailed submission in this regard is attached at Appendix A.

We would be happy to discuss any of our submission points and provide any additional assistance to the
Committee Secretariat if required.

If you have a,n' ueries or would like further information, please feel free to contact in the first instance
me on ﬂ

Yours sincerely
Ernst & Young

Craig Jackson
Partner — Tax

A member firm of Ernst & Young Global Limited
iability limited by a scheme approved under Professional Standards Legislation
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