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Inquiry Secretary 
Select Committee on Regional Australia 
PO Box 6021 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 
 
via email to:  
 

Dear , 

Australian Community Philanthropy (ACP) is delighted that the Select Committee on Regional Australia 
has accepted our submission of last November and that we have been invited to a telephone 
conversation with the Committee. 

We look forward to attending a hearing of the Select Committee’s inquiry into Regional Australia on 11 
June, together with some of our Community Foundation colleagues representing ACP member 
foundations from regional communities. In addition to the undersigned representing ACP and our 
member network as a whole, the following Community Foundation leaders will attend the hearing this 
week to respond to the Committee’s questions and to share their experiences: 

• Ms Glenys Atkins, Executive Officer, Border Trust – the Community Foundation for Albury 
Wodonga Region (NSW) 

• Mr Bill DeGaris, Chair, Stand Like Stone Foundation, Limestone Coast Region (SA) 
• Ms Sally Gamble, Chair, Tomorrow Today Foundation, Benalla (Vic) 
• Ms Georgie Somerset, Chair, Red Earth Community Foundation, South Burnett (Qld) 

Thank you also for letting us provide herewith an updated document for the Committee’s consideration.  

Our original submission of November 2019 predated last summer’s extraordinary bushfire season and 
the current COVID-19 pandemic. Our supplementary submission and relevant case studies attached 
herewith illustrate how these disasters have brought into sharp focus the hurdles the current regulatory 
framework creates for Community Foundations particularly in regional Australia as they try to respond 
and support their local communities in emergency situations.  

May I take this opportunity to make you and the Committee aware that ACP has recently been invited to 
provide information on the DGR regulatory constraints impacting Community Foundations to the 
National Coronavirus Coordinating Commission’s (NCCC) Charity, Philanthropy and Fundraising Advisory 
Group for consideration.  

We appreciate that the Select Committee’s Inquiry into Regional Australia has a broad remit and is not 
primarily concerned about regulation of the charity sector.  
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It is our contention that Community Foundations are a vital part of the social fabric and infrastructure of 
regional communities. The complexity of the current DGR regulatory framework creates barriers for the 
establishment of new Community Foundations and impedes existing Foundations from contributing in 
an optimal way to local community development.  

Providing DGR1 endorsement for Community Foundations would be a simple, quick and low-cost 
government intervention to create a more enabling environment for thriving regional community 
philanthropy. This would add to the ecosystem that encourages local leadership, self-sufficiency and 
sustainability in regional communities.  

We note with interest that one of ACP’s member foundations, Foundation Broken Hill, is expecting to 
achieve DGR1 endorsement shortly through a Special Listing, suggesting that the policy and 
administrative challenges of community foundations being DGR1 endorsed are not insurmountable.   

We look forward to discussing these matters with the Select Committee at the forthcoming hearing. 

Sincerely, 

Ben Rodgers        Gerlinde Scholz 
Chair         Executive Officer 
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SUPPLEMENTARY SUBMISSION TO THE PARLIAMENTARY SELECT 
COMMITTEE INQUIRY INTO  REGIONAL AUSTRALIA 

 
About this supplementary submission 

This submission provides additional and updated information following on from a submission made by Australian 
Community Philanthropy on behalf of Australia’s 40 Community Foundations in November 2019. 

Between December 2019 and February / March 2020, parts of Australia experienced the most severe bushfire 
season ever recorded. This was quickly followed by travel restrictions and the shut-down of the economy from 
March onwards due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  

While the pandemic and the socio-economic fallout of the shut-down of the economy has affected all Australians, 
natural disasters from droughts to fires and floods disproportionately affect regional communities.  

The following Community Foundations operate in communities that were directly affected by fires over the past 
summer: 

• Border Trust, the Community Foundation for the Albury-Wodonga Region 
• Into Our Hands Community Foundation in the Victorian Alpine Shire  
• Upper Murray Innovation Foundation in Corryong, Vic 
• Community Foundation for Tumut Region, NSW (case studies attached) 
• Mumbulla Foundation in Bega, NSW 
• Southern Highlands Foundation in Bowral, NSW 
• Northern Rivers Community Foundation in Ballina, NSW (case studies attached) 
• Stand Like Stone Foundation in South Australia (case studies attached). 

 

Community Foundations and disaster response 

Historically, natural disasters have been the main driver of growth in philanthropic giving in Australia.1  

Natural disasters impact regional communities more than metropolitan areas and have also provided significant 
impetus for the growth of the Community Foundation sector in Australia. Half of Australia’s Community 
Foundations were established with assistance from philanthropy and governments in response to disasters such 
as the Millenium drought or the 2009 Victorian Black Saturday bushfires.  

Community Foundation leaders are locals; they live and work in the place that has been affected by a disaster. 
They understand first-hand the community’s priority needs and those that emerge over time for rebuilding 

 

1 McLeod, J.: Where to from here? The outlook for philanthropy during COVID-19. JB Were, April 2020, p.2 
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