
DEFENCE FOR CHILDRENI NTERNATIONAL Australia

29 May 2012

To the Senate Standing Committee on Legal and Constitutional Affairs

Subject :  Nat ional  Chi ldren's Commissioner

Thank you for the opportuni ty to make comment on this important Bi l l .  Defence for
Chi ldren Internat ional  Austral ia would l ike to assert  our posi t ion on a number of
points,  which can be found below. We have also included some background
information for the benefit of the Committee.

I  .  Scope of  the Submission

This submission is in response to the cal l  for  submissions to the Inquiry into the
Austral ian Human Rights Commission Amendment (Nat ional  Chi ldren's
Commiss ioner )  B i l l  201  2 .
Defence for Chi ldren Internat ional  Austral ia supports the NCO Sector Posi t ions
Paper A National Commissioner forAustralia's Children released in December
201 l . t  Th is  submiss ion  is  in  l ine  w i th  tha t  Paper .

2.  About the Defence for Chi ldren Internat ional

Defence for Chi ldren Internat ional  is  an independent non-governmental
organisat ion that has been promot ing and protect ing chi ldren's r ights on a global ,
regional, national and local level for 30 years.

Defence for Chi ldren Internat ional  is  represented through i ts nat ional  sect ions and
associated members in 40 countr ies wor ldwide.

3. Effective independence from Government

The Off ice of  the Nat ional  Chi ldren's Commissioner should act  independent ly to
protect, promote and advocate for the rights of children and young people in
Australia. The Office should not be subject to the control of Government. Defence
for Children International Australia supports the call for a statutory commitment to
the United Nat ions Par is Pr inciples in relat ion to the funct ioning of  the Off icez.

4.  Uni ted Nat ions Convent ion on the Rights of  the Chi ld

Defence for Children International Australia believes that the office should have a
mandate to monitor the implementat ion of  the Convent ion on the Rights of  the
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Chi ld throughout Austral ia.  This should not be a subst i tute for  the current roles of
other bodies in implement ing and monitor ing the Convent ion.  This would provide
the Office with a mandate encompassing a variety of areas which are vital to
ensur ing the wel lbeing of  chi ldren and young people.

5.  Working with other bodies

To ensure efficient and comprehensive monitoring, advocacy, and reporting, and to
avoid dupl icat ion,  the Off ice of  the Nat ional  Chi ldren's Commissioner should
develop agreements with the Offices of State and Territory Children's
Commissioners based on the spir i t  of  cooperat ion and coordinat ion.

The Off ice should work in conjunct ion wi th other exist ing inst i tut ions such as the
Austral ian Human Rights Commission and the var ious Ombudsmen, providing
expert  advice in relat ion to the r ights and needs of  chi ldren and young people.

6.  The voice of  chi ldren and young people

The Off ice of  the Nat ional  Chi ldren's Commissioner should involve chi ldren and
young people in al l  aspects of  i ts  work,  including the development of  the Off ice 's
mandate,  the appointment of  a Commissioner,  the engagement of  the community,
the operation of the Office, and the evaluation of its services.

Special  considerat ion and care should be taken to include the voice of  chi ldren from
disadvantaged backgrounds, chi ldren from cul tural ly diverse backgrounds,
Abor ig inal  and Torres Strai t  ls lander chi ldren, and chi ldren with special  needs.

7. Adequate resourcing

The Off ice of  the Nat ional  Chi ldren's Commissioner must be provided with adequate
resources to effectively fulf i l  i ts mandate. Defence for Children International
Austral ia bel ieves that the present level  of  proposed funding is wel l  short  of  what
the Off ice wi l l  require.

8. Promotion of evidence-based policy

The Off ice of  the Nat ional  Chi ldren's Commissioner should proact ively promote
evidence-based policy which affects the rights and wellbeing of children. The Office
should monitor the development and appl icat ion of  re levant pol icy and laws such as
the Nat ional  Framework for  Protect ing Austral ia 's Chi ldren and be responsible for
holding the Government to account on their effective delivery.

l f  you have anyquer ies regarding our submission, please contact  me on

Yours s incerely

Dr Sue Packer AM
President - DCI Australia




