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Senator Katy Gallagher

Shadow Minister for Finance
Shadow Minister for the Public Service
Manager of Opposition Business in the Senate
Senator for the Australian Capital Territory

Professor Paul Kelly
Chief Medical Officer
Department of Health
Canberra

Sent via email:

Dear Professor Kelly

It has been reported that the Prime Minister, Mr Morrison, has been granted certain
exemptions, with appropriate risk mitigation measures in place, for people arriving
into the ACT from a COVID-affected area. It has been reported you have played a
role in the development of those measures.

| seek confirmation of your role and a full copy of the risk mitigation measures that
currently apply to the Prime Minister.

| was concerned to see the face-to-face press conference conducted today at The
Lodge with several individuals entering an apparent quarantine zone.

Can you please advise: Was this press conference approved by you; were those
individuals who attended the press conference risk managed once they departed
The Lodge; and what arrangements are in place for similar events during the Prime
Minister’s period of quarantine?

Canberrans, like all Australians, have sacrificed a lot over the past 18 months
throughout the pandemic and | am very concerned that risks presented by those who
are arriving in the ACT from COVID-affected areas such as greater Sydney are
managed appropriately and without favour.

The Australian Health Protection Principal Committee (AHPPC) has issued several
statements about minimising the risk of transmission and infection in managed
quarantine programs.

| seek confirmation the arrangements put in place for the Prime Minister align with
the advice outlined in these statements, including the placing of requirements on
those who come into contact with the Prime Minister during this quarantine period,
and ask how compliance is being monitored.

Persons subject to the requirements would appear to include not only those who
attended the press conference today but also those who have contact with the Prime
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Chief Medical Officer

Senator Katy Gallagher

Shadow Minister for Finance

Shadow Minister for the Public Service
Manager of Opposition Business in the Senate
Senator for the Australian Capital Territory
PHILLIP, ACT, 2602

Dear Senator Gallagher,

Thank you for your letter dated 21 July 2021 regarding the Prime Minister and risk
mitigation measures for his arrival into the ACT, following his stay in Sydney.

I have been working with the ACT Chief Health Officer and the Australian
Parliament House (APH) to manage the COVID-19 risk related to essential
parliamentary travel throughout the pandemic.

My medical advice was sought on the risk presented by Parliamentarians and their
staff travelling to the ACT from high-risk COVID-19 areas. My letter to the Prime
Minister on 18 July 2021 is attached for your reference.

Yours sincerely

Professor Paul Kelly
22 July 2021

Phone: (02) 6289 8408 Emall: Paul.Kelly@health.gov.au
Scarborough House, Level 14, Atlantic Street, Woden ACT 2606 - GPO Box 9848 Canberra ACT 2601 - www.health.gov.au
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COVID- 19 risk management for Members and Senators required
to undertake essential work at Parliament House during their
quarantine period in ACT
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Noting the significant risk of transmission associated with leaving quarantine to
undertake essential work, this would be supported in exceptional circumstances only
and with agreement of the individual to comply with the additional mitigations
detailed below.

ACT strongly recommend that those from high risk Local Government Areas
including Fairfield, Canterbury-Bankstown, Liverpool, Randwick, Georges River,
and Sutherland Shire do not leave 14 days of managed quarantine.

Travel Exemptions

Exemptions will be considered to enter the ACT for essential parliamentary business
during sitting weeks. Staff of Members of Parliament and Senators will be considered
for an exemption to provide support during sitting weeks. However staff numbers
should be kept to the absolute minimum. Family members are not permitted to travel
except in exceptional circumstances.

To enter the ACT for essential parliamentary business outside of sitting weeks, for
example to attend critical meetings which cannot be undertaken remotely. ACT
Health will provide specific guidance, taking into account individual circumstances,
including length of time in the ACT, and potential movement within the ACT. Staff of
Members of Parliament and Senators will not be considered for an exemption for this
type of travel under the current restrictions.

Process for seeking Entry into the ACT

Anyone who has been in a COVID-19 Area of Concern as declared under a Public
Health Direction will be required to follow the specific quarantine or stay at home
requirements and travel restrictions. This may require a person to immediately enter
self-quarantine or stay at home until a specified date and get tested if they have any
COVID-19 symptoms.

Members of Parliament, Senators and essential staff who wish to travel to the ACT
from a COVID-19 Area of Concern for the purposes of parliamentary business will
need to apply for an exemption prior to entering the ACT, as outlined in this guidance.

Identification of Places of High Concern
o Affected Members of Parliament, Senators and staff must follow the public health

advice contained in a COVID-19 Areas of Concern Notice. If identified as a close
contact, travel into the ACT will be restricted. Please email
APHCovid.Exemptions@act.gov.au for advice.

Watch and Assess period
¢ During a “Watch and Assess’ period, Members of Parliament, Senators and staff

will be required to complete an online declaration form available on the ACT
COVID-19 website within 24 hours prior to travel, or within 24 hours of the
requirements being enacted (if travellers are already in the ACT).

Stav at Home Direction
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¢ Under ‘Stay at Home' requirements, Members of Parliament, Senators and staff will
be required to apply for an exemption to travel using the Entry Notification
Application Form. Stay at Home requirements will apply, and these will be
included in the Essential Worker Notification Certificate provided to you, should an
exemption be granted.

C -19 Affi ea Direction

Under a “COVID-19 Affected Area’ Direction, Members of Parliament, Senators and
staff will be required to apply for an exemption using the Entry Notification
Application Form. Quarantine requirements will apply, and these will be included
in the Essential Worker Notification Certificate provided to you, should an exemption
be granted.

Staff Members

Staff of Members of Parliament and Senators will only be considered for an exemption
in highly exceptional circumstances, and only where travel is required to provide
support during Parliamentary sitting weeks. The number of staff members per office
should be kept to the absolute minimum. Stay and Home or Quarantine requirements
will apply, when these restrictions are in place.

Staff members should seek an exemption through the online application form that is
available on the ACT Government's website: www.covid19.act. gov.au. Applications
are required to clearly document the exceptional circumstances requiring essential
travel to be undertaken.

Contacts

ACT Health: Vanessa Dal Molin, Executive Branch Manager — COVID-19 Policy and Support

Phone: 5124 9401; Email: APHCovid.Exemptions@act.gov.au
Office of the Chief Health Officer: Phone: 5124 9442






-10-
Testing Requirements for Members of Parliament or Senators undertaking
essential work in Parliament House during the 14 day quarantine period.

Testing requirements will be included in the Essential Worker Notification Certificate if
an exemption is issued. This will be advised directly to individuals.

For those leaving quarantine to undertake essential duties at Parliament House a
negative test is required prior to being permitted entry. For this group the following
testing requirements apply:

an entry test on day 1 of the quarantine period

a test on day 5

an exit test on day 12 - 13 of the quarantine period

daily saliva testing for the entirety of the 14 day quarantine period.

it S ol

In addition, if Members of Parliament or Senators develop symptoms whilst in the
ACT, they should self-isolate immediately and seek testing as a priority.

If symptoms develop whilst in the ACT and testing is required call 02 5124 6209

Core Principles where entry to the workplace is permitted for essential
work

These Core Principles apply if permitted travel restrictions are in place (Stay at Home
or COVID-19 Affected Area) and an exemption is required for entry.

1. Upon entering the ACT, you must abide by the ACT’s public health directions.
These can be found at www.covid19.act.gov.au.

2. While in the ACT, you should carefully monitor for any symptoms of COVID-19,
such as fever, cough, sore throat or shortness of breath. If you become unwell,
even with the mildest of symptoms, you should seek testing through contact with
ACT Health and self-isolate until results are received.

3. You should travel only in private vehicles.

4. You should maintain good records of your interactions to facilitate rapid contact tracing,
if required.

5. Masks should be worn at all times when out of quarantine accommodation.

6. You will only be able to attend your quarantine accommodation and your place
of work. You should not attend any public places, such as cafes or restaurants,
gyms, or attend any public events.

7. If permitted to attend work, minimise all activities and interactions and maintain
appropriate physical distancing (1.5 metres) and hand hygiene. For all
interactions masks should be worn. Ensure all workplace controls are respected
and adhered to.











