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Dear sir or madam: 

Criminal Code (Terrorist Organisation—Hamas) Regulations 2022 

I write on behalf of Friends of Sabeel Australia Inc to request that our views on the 
designation of the entirety of Hamas as a terrorist organisation be considered by the 
Parliamentary Joint Committee on Intelligence and Security. 

The Sabeel Australia community comprises members and supporters of the Sabeel 
Ecumenical Liberation Theology Center in Jerusalem (www.sabeel.org). Friends of Sabeel 
Australia Inc is a not-for-profit voluntary association registered with the Office of Fair 
Trading in Queensland. 

Sabeel is a Christian organisation established to promote the principles of liberation 
theology as a non-violent pathway (sabeel in Arabic) to justice, reconciliation and peace in 
Palestine/Israel. As well as being an ecumenical Christian organisation, Sabeel also works 
closely with Jewish and Muslim partners in Israel/Palestine. 

This submission should not be misunderstood as expressing support for Hamas, and 
particularly its historical commitment to armed struggle. While all parties to the long-
running conflict in Palestine have at times engaged in violence, the Sabeel organisation 
embraces non-violent resistance as the core of its response to occupation, displacement 
and systemic harassment by Israel. 

Our concerns with the recent listing of Hamas in its entirety as a terrorist organisation are: 

1. the decision was based on incomplete information available to the Minister at the time; 
2. the decision reduces the options for Hamas to engage more positively with Israel and 

the global community; and 
3. the possible unintended consequence of this listing on humanitarian activities within the 

Gaza territories currently controlled by Hamas. 
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