
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

SENATE CONTAINER DEPOSITS INQUIRY: 
SUPPLEMENTARY SUBMISISON ON RECYCLING FIGURES 

 
 
A number of estimates of the recycling rate for beverage containers have appeared in 
recent years.  The key data dimensions are: 
 
- consumption, including imported beverages. Until recently the absence of accurate data 
on imports slanted the figures towards inaccurate high recycling rates but this has now 
been largely rectified. 
- recycling tonnes - as opposed to ‘collected’ which includes stockpiles which are excluded 
from the yearly recycling rate; or in fact may include material eventually landfilled 
- the distinction between at-home and away-from-home, with away from home recycling 
much lower. 
 
The data is obtained from industry often under confidentiality arrangements and accuracy 
can sometimes be difficult to verify.   
 
1.  Industry Edge/Equlibrium Report for the Packaging Stewardship Forum of the 
AFGC (2011): 

 
The main criticism of these numbers is that the recycling tonnes included stockpiles which 
have not been actually recycled – so the recycling rate for the year is somewhat 
overstated.  Additionally the report found more accurate figures on imports.  It did not 
arrive at at-home and away-from-home rates. 
 
2.  Packaging Impacts Consultation Regulatory Impact Statement (2011): 
 

 
 
The data derived from the Australian Packaging Covenant does not include stockpiles.  
The total recycling rate of 62.5% includes paper which is almost all non-beverage 
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material.  If paper is excluded then the recycling rate drops dramatically into the 40+% 
area.  The CRIS estimated total beverage container recycling at about 48% in total, and 
much less for away-from-home (plastic 23%; glass 27%; steel 21%, aluminium 30%.) 
 
3.  Boomerang Alliance (CRIS Submission 2011):  
 

 
 
The BA analysis took account of increased consumption in the PSF report and used APC 
recycling data. 
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