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About the Local Government Association of Queensland 
(LGAQ) 
 
The Local Government Association of Queensland (LGAQ) is the peak body for local 
government in Queensland. It is a not-for-profit association established solely to serve 
councils and their needs. The LGAQ has been advising, supporting, and representing local 
councils since 1896, enabling them to improve their operations and strengthen relationships 
with their communities. The LGAQ does this by connecting councils to people and places; 
supporting their drive to innovate and improve service delivery through smart services and 
sustainable solutions; and providing them with the means to achieve community, professional 
and political excellence. 
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Executive Summary  
 
The LGAQ welcomes the opportunity to provide feedback to the Senate Rural and Regional 
Affairs and Transport References Committee on Australia’s preparedness to host 
Commonwealth, Olympic and Paralympic Games. 

On behalf of our 77 member councils - and particularly their elected representatives - the 
LGAQ thanks the Committee for undertaking this important inquiry. 
 
The Brisbane 2032 Olympic and Paralympic Games (Brisbane 2032) are a catalyst for 
opportunity so it is critical that every Queensland local community can share in the social and 
economic benefit of hosting one of the biggest events in the world.  
 
At the 2021 LGAQ Annual Conference, Queensland councils were clear in their resolution that 
the Queensland State Government must ensure there is a sharing of the economic benefits 
and funding communities for all of Queensland following the successful bid to host Brisbane 
2032.  
 
At both a Federal and a State Government level it has been stated that the Games need to 
provide an opportunity for all of Queensland – and all Queenslanders – to share the legacy 
benefits that come with hosting such a major global event.  
 
To this end, in 2022 the LGAQ surveyed its member councils on what they believe are the 
major challenges and opportunities for their communities and what they think is needed to 
ensure the Games leave a positive in the lead up to the Games, and long after they are held.  
 
The feedback provided by 61 Queensland councils, representing 79 per cent of the sector, 
formed the basis of the ‘On Your Marks: Queensland local government and the road to 
2032” report released by the LGAQ in March 2023 and forms the foundation of this 
submission. 
 
At a local level, councils believe that pre-games training, hosting sporting events and the right 
tourism and marketing campaign could bring opportunities to their region. 
 
The survey found 91 per cent of respondents believe hosting Brisbane 2032 will bring the 
potential for new trade and investment opportunities. To achieve this, councils identified they 
need additional funding support from the State Government in areas including infrastructure, 
tourism, development and marketing and support to 
develop local industry. 
 
Of those councils that responded, 57 per cent believe Brisbane 2032 will leave a legacy in their 
community. 
 
A further 26 per cent are hopeful of a legacy benefit or suggest there could be one if 
investment is made in infrastructure and tourism promotion, among other necessary 
measures, while 17 per cent of respondent councils said they did not see a legacy benefit for 
their communities. 
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The results demonstrate more work needs to be done to ensure local communities are not left 
behind as Queensland’s “green and gold runway” is rolled out over the next decade.  
 
Following the results of the survey, the LGAQ is collaborating with Sport and Recreation 

Queensland and the Queensland Department of Tourism, Innovation and Sport (DTIS) to 

undertake a sport facilities inventory of venues suitable for potential activities and training 

opportunities in the lead up to Brisbane 2032. 

As the level of government closest to their communities, Queensland’s councils are well-
placed to help the State and Federal governments achieve a Games legacy that truly does 
benefit all. 
 

Recommendations  
 
The LGAQ has made seven recommendations to the Queensland State Government following 
the survey, to drive statewide benefits:  

• Recommendation 1: The LGAQ recommends establishing a 2032 Olympics 
Rural/Remote Queensland funding program to ensure that areas outside South East 
Queensland, particularly rural and remote communities, also receive equitable funding 
for essential infrastructure and community facilities  

• Recommendation 2: The LGAQ recommends developing Regional Olympic Plans to 
support tourism, investment attraction and local business opportunities, that are 
tailored to local communities right across the state  

• Recommendation 3: The LGAQ recommends appointing a dedicated senior officer 
with local government experience to be based within the State Government to act as a 
liaison point for consultation with local councils and the LGAQ  

• Recommendation 4: The LGAQ recommends undertaking proactive and genuine First 
Nations engagement to acknowledge and celebrate Queensland’s cultural values  

• Recommendation 5: The LGAQ recommends providing timely procurement and supply 
chain opportunities to all Queensland communities 

• Recommendation 6: The LGAQ recommends encouraging and supporting local 
governments to harness the potential Brisbane 2032 will bring for their communities 
and the global spotlight that will shine on Queensland  

• Recommendation 7: The LGAQ recommends establishing a sustainable building fund 
for new or retrofitted council buildings to help the State meet its commitment to a 
climate positive Brisbane 2032. 
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Submission 
 
At the 2021 LGAQ Annual Conference, Queensland councils were clear in their resolution that 
the Queensland Government must ensure there is a sharing of the economic benefits and 
funding communities for all of Queensland following the successful bid to host Brisbane 
2032. 
 
To this end, the LGAQ surveyed councils on what they believe are the major challenges and 
opportunities for their communities and what they think is needed to ensure Brisbane 2032 is 
positive in the lead up to the Games, and long after they are held.  
 
This LGAQ submission will highlight the survey results from the ‘On Your Marks: Queensland 
local government and the road to 2032” report, (See Attachment A) and the responses from 
61 Queensland councils, representing 79 per cent of the sector, segmented by region.  
 
Despite the diversity of Queensland councils, there were consistent themes in the responses 
received, including investment in infrastructure, supporting local supply chains and 
procurement, tourism and embracing sport and recreation.  

 

Survey  results 

 
Overall areas of importance 
 
As part of the planning and legacy for Brisbane 2032, the below were identified as the most 
important areas for Queensland Councils. 

• Infrastructure Investment 
• Supporting local supply chains and procurement – provision of goods and services 

• Enhancing sporting facilities 
• Tourism infrastructure development 

• Destination marketing 

• Investment attraction 

• Environment sustainability. 

 
Coastal council views on the major challenges and opportunities of the 2032 Games: 
 
Of the coastal councils who responded, 92 per cent identify infrastructure investment as the 
major challenge. With one respondent stating in support “The increased concentration of 
capital and program funding into local governments in SEQ, at the expense of regional, 
remote, Indigenous, and rural communities.”  
 
In terms of opportunities, coastal council respondents identified pre-games training and 
investment in sporting facilities as the key opportunities the 2032 games could bring, 
 
First Nations council views on the major challenges and opportunities of the 2032 Games: 
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The primary challenge identified by responding First Nations councils was infrastructure 
investment. Additionally, their remoteness and proximity from SEQ compounds the challenge 
to realise the benefits from Brisbane 2032. 
 
In regard to opportunities, the views of the responding First Nations Councils can be 
summarised by one respondent - “There is a great opportunity for cultural engagement 
through tourism. People are visiting from all over the world, and we have a lot of cultural 
richness and natural wonders to engage with.”. This statement is echoed with 63 per cent of 
First Nations councils’ respondents stating Tourism and marketing as the principal 
opportunity.   
 
South East Queensland council views on the major challenges and opportunities of the 2032 
Games: 
 
From the host region, it was the challenges of transport and roads, together with 
infrastructure investment which were identified as the core challenges by the responding 
South East Queensland Councils. Nevertheless, investment in infrastructure within the region 
was also highlighted as one of the major opportunities Brisbane 2032 will bring. 
 
Overall, the investment opportunities Brisbane 2032 will bring to the SEQ region was a 
common theme throughout the responses of the survey.   
 
South and South West Queensland council views on the major challenges and opportunities 
of the 2032 Games: 
 
Respondents from the South and South West councils stated the following challenges for 
their communities -“Being in a rural area some distance from the Games, will we see any 
equity in disbursement of investment, infrastructure and tourism? Or will it all be focused on 
the SEQ to the detriment of the broader state.” 
 
 And,  “We have major concerns about the lack of future funding for projects and activities 
given our limited involvement in Games priorities.” 
 
These statements are supported by majority of respondents listing regional infrastructure 
investment as the main challenge identified. 
 
In reference to the opportunities and the legacy benefits of Brisbane 2032, responding South 
and South West councils identified Tourism as the major area. 
 
Central and Central West Queensland council views on the major challenges and 
opportunities of the 2032 Games: 
 
The theme of the Central and Central West Queensland regions proximity to South East 
Queensland monopolised the challenges identified by the responding councils and included 
responses regarding the region being overlooked, and the challenge of regional infrastructure 
investment. 
 
The ability to host pre-game training or hosting sporting events were answered by 
respondents as key opportunities Brisbane 2032 could bring. 
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North and North West Queensland council views on the major challenges and opportunities of 
the 2032 Games: 
 
Overwhelming, the challenge of not being located with the SEQ and the potential of being 
overlooked for any opportunity due to this reason was the key themes presented by the 
respondents from North and North West Queensland council. It was stated by one respondent 
- “As a regional community that is not located in SEQ or along the Queensland coastline, there 
is a misconception that our region is inaccessible and too underdeveloped to cater for events 
and talent development for the 2032 Games.”  
 

Audit of community  sporting faci li ties for potential  pre-Olympics training 

To fully understand the status of suitable sports infrastructure in Queensland, the LGAQ is 

collaborating with Sport and Recreation Queensland, DTIS to undertake a sport facilities 

inventory. 

The purpose of the inventory is to ensure all regions of Queensland can benefit from Brisbane 

2032 through identifying any venues within the different local government area that can be 

added to an inventory of venues suitable for potential activities and training opportunities in 

the lead up to Brisbane 2032 and beyond. 

The inventory process will commence on 8 May 2023 with an information webinar being 
hosted by the LGAQ with DTIS followed by the request for data. 
 

Recommendations  
 
In support of members, and in direct response to the findings of the member survey the 
Association conducted, and a resolution passed by member councils at the 2021 LGAQ 
Annual Conference, the LGAQ has made the following requests to the State Government:  
 

• Recommendation 1: The LGAQ recommends establishing a 2032 Olympics 
Rural/Remote Queensland funding program to ensure that areas outside South East 
Queensland, particularly rural and remote communities, also receive equitable funding 
for essential infrastructure and community facilities  

• Recommendation 2: The LGAQ recommends developing Regional Olympic Plans to 
support tourism, investment attraction and local business opportunities, that are 
tailored to local communities right across the state  

• Recommendation 3: The LGAQ recommends appointing a dedicated senior officer 
with local government experience to be based within the State Government to act as a 
liaison point for consultation with local councils and the LGAQ  

• Recommendation 4: The LGAQ recommends undertaking proactive and genuine First 
Nations engagement to acknowledge and celebrate Queensland’s cultural values  

• Recommendation 5: The LGAQ recommends providing timely procurement and supply 
chain opportunities to all Queensland communities 

• Recommendation 6: The LGAQ recommends encouraging and supporting local 
governments to harness the potential Brisbane 2032 will bring for their communities 
and the global spotlight that will shine on Queensland  
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• Recommendation 7: The LGAQ recommends establishing a sustainable building fund 
for new or retrofitted council buildings to help the State meet its commitment to a 
climate positive Games. 

 
 

Conclusion 
 
Local government is the level of government closest to the community and is therefore in the 
unique position to understand what the opportunities and challenges will be for Queensland 
communities from Brisbane 2032. 
 
It is critical that local government is engaged throughout the planning and implementation 
phases for the Brisbane 2032 because, in most locations across Queensland, local 
governments are the owners and the operators of major tourism assets in their communities. 
 
They are the developers of tourism infrastructure, they are the owner and developers of 
industrial land, they are the suppliers of supporting infrastructure, and, importantly, it is the 
role of local governments to proactively engage in activities to attract, retain and support the 
development and expansion of local businesses. 
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Appendix 
 
Annual Conference Resolutions   
 
The LGAQ is committed to member driven advocacy and working with members to build 
stronger local government and more resilient local communities. 
  
Annual Conference Resolutions: 
 
At the 2021 LGAQ Annual Conference, Queensland councils endorsed the following resolution: 
 
Resolution 37 - 2032 Olympics – Sharing of benefits and funding commitments for Rural and 

Remote Queensland Communities 

  
The LGAQ calls on the Queensland Government to:  

• establish a “2032 Olympics Rural/Remote Queensland Funding Program” to ensure 

that areas outside of South East Queensland, particularly rural and remote 

communities, also receive equitable funding for essential infrastructure and 

community facilities to ensure these areas of Queensland also share in the economic 

benefits flowing to the state from the Olympics; 

• significantly invest in destination marketing for rural and remote Queensland in an 

effort to encourage tourism dispersal beyond Brisbane; 

• manage and mitigate any negative consequences of civil and construction / trade 

workers being drawn / diverted from regional centres to South East Queensland as 

Olympic construction programs commence; 

• ensure that small businesses in rural and remote communities are also supported and 

offered opportunities to provide goods and services as part of the Olympics planning 

and implementation framework; 

• ensure that membership of any State Government 2032 Olympics planning 

committees include rural/remote representation, including from local government; and 

• That the LGAQ include this matter (benefits from the Olympics) as a priority as part of 

its Rural and Remote Councils Compact. 

 
Outcome sought:  
The benefits of the 2032 Olympic Games are equitably shared with the rest of the state 

particularly rural and remote Queensland communities. 
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Attachment A 

 
On Your Marks: Queensland local government and the road to 2032 report 
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• Establish a 2032 Olympics Rural/Remote 
Queensland funding program to ensure 
that areas outside South East Queensland, 
particularly rural and remote communities, 
also receive equitable funding for essential 
infrastructure and community facilities to 
ensure these areas of Queensland also share 
in the economic benefits flowing to the state 
from the Olympics.

• Develop Regional Olympic Plans to support 
tourism, investment attraction and local 
business opportunities, that are tailored to 
local communities right across the state.

• Appoint a dedicated senior officer with 
local government experience to be based 
within the State Government to act as a 
liaison point for consultation with local 
councils and the LGAQ. This would ensure 
ongoing local government consultation and 
inclusion, particularly with rural and remote 
communities, so that all council voices are 
sought and represented in the planning and 
delivery of the Brisbane 2032 Olympic and 
Paralympic Games and its legacy.

• Undertake proactive and genuine First 
Nations engagement to acknowledge and 
celebrate Queensland’s cultural values.

• Provide timely procurement and supply chain 
opportunities to all Queensland communities.

• Encourage and support local governments 
to harness the potential the Brisbane 2032 
Olympic and Paralympic Games will bring for 
their communities and the global spotlight 
that will shine on Queensland.

• Establish a sustainable building fund for 
new or retrofitted council buildings to help 
the State meet its commitment to a climate 
positive Games.

As the peak body for local government in Queensland, the Local 
Government Association of Queensland requests the State 
Government: 

Image courtesy of Tourism and Events QueenslandImage courtesy of Tourism and Events Queensland
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