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intervention. The Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet’s Office of Best Practice Regulation has a 
published set of principles and guidelines20 that must always be used as the ‘True North’. 
 
In identifying best practice regulation that evidence shows supports export and investment growth whilst 
protecting the national interest, the government must ensure that any activity, regulatory change or 
industry arrangement passes this test. It must also include an economic and risk analysis for business. In 
doing so the government will ensure there is confidence and trust that they have addressed the needs of 
the industry and the community. There must be measures of relevance and effectiveness taking into 
account expectations, cultural shifts, emerging technologies and the avoidance of overlapping or 
cumulative regulatory burdens. 
 
The White Paper further identified industry specific components or parameters of a public interest test 
applicable to Australia’s 82,500 red meat producers, lot feeders, livestock exporters, processors and 
retailers that governments could benefit from examining given our industry’s unique role. These are – 
 
− Commercial: The economic wellbeing and wealth of the 82,500 businesses that participate in the red 

meat industry and contribute to regional development and economic growth  
− Community: Responding to community expectations generally  
− Consumers: Understanding consumer wants and needs  
− Co-regulated: Promoting self-determination for the industry and an appropriate role for government 
− Capability: Being flexible and resilient to meet the challenges of today; and the future  

 

FURTHER INFORMATION 
 
RMAC once again thanks the to the Joint Standing Committee on Trade and Investment Growth for the 
opportunity to provide feedback to the Supporting Australia’s exports and attracting investment inquiry. 
Should you have any questions or require further information our CEO, Anna Campbell can be contacted 
on  or email .  
 

 
20 https://www.pmc.gov.au/sites/default/files/publications/COAG best practice guide 2007.pdf  
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