
 

Air Commodore Ron Tilley 
Director General 

Capital Facilities and Infrastructure 
Brindabella Business Park

PO Box 7925 
CANBERRA   BC  ACT  2610 

 

 

 
 
Mr Graham Perrett MP 
Chair 
Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works 
Parliament House 
CANBERRA ACT 2600 
 
Dear Mr Perrett 
 
COMMUNITY CONSULTATION REPORT 
RAAF BASE LEARMONTH REDEVELOPMENT ENABLING KC-30A 
OPERATIONS PROJECT 
 
1. The RAAF Base Learmonth Redevelopment Enabling KC-30A Operations 
Project (the Project) was referred to the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public 
Works on 28 November 2023. The Project proposes to deliver facilities and infrastructure 
at RAAF Base Learmonth near Exmouth, Western Australia. 
2. This letter is to inform the Committee of the nature and extent of community 
consultation that has been undertaken by the Department of Defence for the proposed 
works. The aim of the consultation is to ensure local communities and other stakeholders 
are: 
a. well informed about Project details through effective and proven communication 

channels; and 
b. provided the opportunity to raise any concerns or issues, or to seek further 

information, so that, wherever feasible, Defence can address these within the 
Project.  

3. The following stakeholder and community consultation activities have been 
delivered in accordance with the Project’s comprehensive Community and Stakeholder 
Engagement Plan:  
a. advertising community information sessions in relevant local newspapers in the 

North West and Pilbara regions – these details are included in the example 
advertisement shown at Annex A;  

b. one community information session was held on 19 December 2023 in Exmouth, 
Western Australia. The type of information Defence presented to the public is 
shown at Annex B, and the level of attendance is provided at Annex C.  

c. inviting key stakeholders, including the State Member of Parliament, the Shire of 
Exmouth, and local community and business groups, to inform them about the 
Project – an example of the invitation that was sent out is provided at Annex D.   
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4. A list of all stakeholders engaged by the Project, including the status of each 
engagement, is provided at Annex E. 
5. Information about the proposed works was well received at the community 
information session and feedback to date has been supportive. Defence has not been 
made aware of any objections to the proposed works. A summary of topics and key 
issues raised during the community information sessions is provided at Annex F.  
6. Comments raised by members of the community were mainly focused on: 
a. the impact of the proposed works on the operation of the civilian airport that is 

located at RAAF Base Learmonth and associated airline flight schedules;  
b. accommodation arrangements for the construction workforce, noting the limited 

supply of local housing and short-stay accommodation in the Exmouth region; 
c. impacts from construction traffic; and 
d. opportunities for local industry. 
7. Consultation activities have concluded. Defence will provide a briefing to 
Federal, State and Local Members of Government contacted during the consultation 
process should they request one. These ongoing activities will be further advised at the 
upcoming Hearing. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
RM Tilley 
Air Commodore 
Director General Capital Facilities and Infrastructure 
 
3 February 2024 
 
Annexes:  
A. Newspaper Advertisements 
B. Examples of Community Information Session Resources (Information Boards) 
C. Community Information Session Attendance and Summary 
D. Example of Letter of Invitation to Key Stakeholders 
E. Status of Key Stakeholder Communications 
F. Summary of Topics and Key Issues Raised during Community Information 

Session 
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Annex B 

EXAMPLES OF COMMUNITY INFORMATION SESSION RESOURCES 
(INFORMATION BOARDS) 
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Annex B 
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