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Thousands of Australian children are already problematic1 gamblers. 

A recent United Kingdom Gambling Commission report found that 27% of 11 – 16-year-olds were 

engaged in gambling with 2.4% classified as risky gamblers and 0.9% problem gamblers. Prevalence of 

non-problem, at risk or problem gambling - Gambling Commission 

Australians gamble more than in the United Kingdom and gambling advertising is more pervasive, but 

even if Australians only gambled at the same levels as in the United Kingdom, the figures produced 

through the Gambling Commission would translate into the following conservative estimates about 

the extent of gambling by Australian children:  

14,400 Australian children under 16 are problematic gamblers   

38,400 Australian children under 16 are risky gamblers 

432,000 Australian children under 16 are gamblers 

 

(NB. There are 1.6 million 11–16-year-olds in Australia.  0.9% = 14,400   2.4% = 38,400   27% = 432,000) 

 

 

The number of people who are experiencing gambling harm is growing. 

We do not have recent accurate data about the level of harmful gambling in Australia.  But we do 

know that in the United Kingdom, the National Health Service has had to open two new gambling 

addiction centres with referrals up 42% in the 2022 September quarter compared to 2021 September 

quarter. NHS England » NHS opens two new gambling addition clinics amid record referrals 

As the number of gamblers increases, so does the number of gamblers experiencing most harm.  The 

most conservative estimates suggest 1% of gamblers will experience significant problems.  The last 

estimate of the number of gamblers in Australia suggested there were around 7 million active 

gamblers.  This would translate into approximately 70,000 gamblers experiencing significant harm.  

AGR believe this is a very conservative figure. 

 

 

 
1  AGR does not use the term problematic gamblers, but this use of the term is drawing on the 

definitions adopted by the United Kingdom Gambling Commission in their research. 
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