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Introduction 

The Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Cities and Regional Development (the Infrastructure 

portfolio) contributes to the prosperity and wellbeing of all Australians through the design and 

implementation of the Australian Government’s infrastructure, transport, cities and regional 

development programs. The Infrastructure portfolio promotes new jobs, productivity improvements, 

economic growth and sustainability through significant social and infrastructure investment in all 

areas of Australia. 

The Infrastructure portfolio supports the Government’s objectives to help regions realise their 

economic potential and build vibrant communities where people want to work, live and raise their 

families.  The portfolio does this in a number of ways, including through: policy advice on best 

practice approaches to regional development; significant investment in regional transport 

infrastructure to boost connectivity; investment in regional communities to enhance their liveability; 

and support for stronger local leadership and collaboration to make the most of local opportunities. 

The portfolio also assists in the analysis of the possible impacts of a policy proposal on regional 

communities, including through the assessment of Regional Australia Impact Statements (RAIS) that 

can form part of the policy development process.    

The submission explores the challenges and opportunities faced by regional Australia and the 

investment made by the Infrastructure portfolio in our regions to support the Government’s 

objectives, and provides case studies around regions that are capitalising on their strengths and that 

are working with government to strengthen their communities. 

Regional Australia makes a key contribution to national growth, with just under a third of the 

country’s gross domestic product generated outside of capital cities. Regionally located industries, 

such as resources and agriculture provide a significant proportion of our exports.  Accordingly, it is in 

the national interest to have productive and connected regional economies to help our regions to be 

as resilient as possible to future economic shocks, and support vibrant and viable regional 

communities that can attract and retain people, businesses and investment.  

Looking ahead, like other developed countries in the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 

Development (OECD), Australia faces a number of megatrends that will affect regional communities 

and economies in different ways to our major cities. Consequently, some industries and regions will 

face challenging circumstances and disruptive transitions. These factors are playing out against a 

background of ongoing drought conditions and management of natural disasters. Ensuring regional 

communities have the capacity and capability to navigate these changes is a key priority. 

With these trends in mind, the Infrastructure portfolio, working alongside other Commonwealth 

agencies and drawing on OECD and Australian research, has identified a range of factors that can 
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