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Inquiry into the review processes associated with visa cancellations made on
criminal grounds

This submission is made on behalf of the Police Federation of Australia (PFA) which
represents in excess of 62,000 police officers across every jurisdiction.

The Committee will be aware that the PFA has previously made submissions to this
and other Committees in relation to matters concerning immigration visas. This
includes the PFA’s previous submission to this Committee in 2017, which supported
the government's initiatives in relation to the cancellation of visas that pertain to non-
citizens who do not meet the character test as outlined in section 501 of the
Migration Act 1958.

The submission raised the issue of the number of deportees to New Zealand, who
had reoffended since returning to New Zealand. The PFA argues that those statistics
support the government'’s stance on this issue.

The PFA’s submission also raised concerns that the intent of the Act and section 501
could be averted by the judiciary, simply by imposing sentences of less than 12
months, thus ensuring that the non-citizen before the court does not become
exposed to the mandatory cancellation provisions of s501(7)(c) and (d) of the Act.

In both the submission and in evidence to the inquiry, the PFA were clear in their
view that anyone convicted of a crime of violence and who is a non-citizen of this
country, should have their status to remain in Australia immediately reviewed. It was
also said by the PFA that that closer alignment of communication between state
authorities such as corrections and police with the Department of Immigration and
Border Protection and the Administrative Appeals Tribunal is needed.
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