Questions from Sen. Brown: Senate Estimates - 20 October 2020

1. Question: How much funding has the electorate of Franklin received across all rounds of the
Building Better Regions Fund (BBRF)?
Response: Across all rounds of the BBRF, funding of $3.7M was approved for projects in the
Franklin electorate (4 projects). One grantee subsequently withdrew their application on
18/7/2018. The 3 remaining projects are valued at $2.9M.

2. Question: How much funding has the electorate of Franklin received from the National
Stronger Regions Fund (NSRF)?

Response: Nil.
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From Senator Whish-Wilson from session 20 October 2020

1. Question: Relating to when did the Launceston City Council submit their application for BBRF
Round 4, who lodged the application, and when was the funding awarded?

Response: The Launceston City Council submitted their application for under Building Better
Regions Fund Round Four — Infrastructure Projects stream on 19 December 2019. The
application contact is the Co-ordinator Generals office of Launceston City Council. The
funding was awarded on 5 June 2020.

An extract of the BBRF Round 4 guidelines for both the Infrastructure Projects and
Community Investments streams which relate to drought criteria is attached as a PDF
(Attachment 1).

2. Question: Relating to the application for BBRF Round 4 funding by Launceston City Council —
In providing evidence in relation to their claim of being drought affected, what time period
did the LCC provide data for?

Response: The organisation provided data from the Bureau of Meteorology (BoM) for the
years of 2017/18 and 2018/19.

3. Question: Relating to the application for BBRF funding by Launceston City Council — Does the
Department know whether the LCC had the permission of the landowner (as is required by
2.1.1 of BBRF guidelines)?

Response: As part of their application for BBRF the Launceston City Council provided a

number of different documents as information to address criteria 2.1.1 of the guidelines,

specifically that they had the authority of the land or infrastructure owner to undertake the

project at the nominated site.

This information included:

e A letter of contribution from the Coordinator-General, on behalf of the Tasmanian
Government

e Aletter from Creative Property Holdings Pty Ltd for funds conditional on support from
the applicant and the state government

e Unsigned lease arrangements for one component of the project (Macquarie House)

e Aninitial Project Management Plan produced by the Applicant. The applicant is the
authorising body for the approvals.

4. Question: Other than the Launceston Creative Precinct which other projects received the full
funding of 510m for BBRF Round 47?

Response: Two other projects received $10M funding for BBRF Round 4.
These projects are:

Ballina Shire Council — Ballina Byron Gateway Airport Runway Upgrade
and

Coffs Harbour City Council — West Woolgoolga Sports Complex.



From BBRFR4 IP Stream — Grant Opportunity Guidelines Drought Support — page 7

2.1.2 Projects in drought-affected locations

As part of the application process, you will be asked to indicate whether your project will be delivered
in a location affected by drought. If your project will take place in a drought-affected location, you will
be required to provide evidence supporting your claim. This evidence could include:

= projects located in a local government area that is eligible for the Australian Government’s
Drought Communities Programme - Extension

= projects located in a locality drought-declared by the relevant state or territory government

= official Bureau of Meteorology rainfall data indicating an extended period without or significant
decline in rainfall

= demonstrated impact of economic and/or employment decline as a result of drought.
Your application will be ineligible if:
a) your project is not located in a drought-affected location; and

b) if you do not provide satisfactory evidence to support your claim.

BBRFR4 Cl Stream — Grant Opportunity Guidelines Drought Support — Drought Criteria page 7

2.1.1 Projects in drought-affected locations

As part of the application process, you will be asked to indicate whether your project will be delivered
in a location affected by drought. If your project will take place in a drought-affected location, you will
be required to provide evidence supporting your claim. This evidence could include:

= projects located in a local government area that is eligible for the Australian Government’s
Drought Communities Programme - Extension

= projects located in a locality drought-declared by the relevant state or territory government

= official Bureau of Meteorology rainfall data indicating an extended period without or significant
decline in rainfall

= demonstrated impact of economic and/or employment decline as a result of drought.

The Department of Industry, Innovation and Science (we/the department) is responsible for
administering this grant opportunity on behalf of the Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Cities
and Regional Development.

Your application will be ineligible if:
a) your project is not located in a drought-affected location; and

b) if you do not provide satisfactory evidence to support your claim.



