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OFFICIAL

Hi all

Senator Scarr’s office has sent through the attached letter regarding next week’s Estimates
hearings.

Regards

§ 22(1)

s 22(1)

A/g Senior Executive Adviser to the Secretary
Attorney-General's Department

T:§ 22(1) | M:§22(1) | Secretary's Office
f

s 22(1)
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SENATOR PAUL SCARR

Liberal National Senator for Queensland

16 May 2023

Ms Katherine Jones PSM

Secretary

Attorney-General’s Department

By email: S 22(1) ag.gov.au

Dear Secretary

| write on behalf of the Opposition Senators ahead of the 2023-2024 Senate Budget
Estimates hearings which will take place on Tuesday 23 to Thursday 25 May 2023 to
request that certain information is provided to the Committee in advance of these
hearings.

As you would recall from the previous Senate Estimates hearing in November 2022,
other Departmental Secretaries have provided Opposition Senators with requested
information ahead of Senate Estimates, which not only assists Senators in their
important role scrutinising Government expenditure but also the Department by
ensuring that relevant information is on hand during the Senate Estimates process.

| request that the Department provides the follow specific information to the Legal
and Constitutional Affairs Committee by Spm on Friday 19 May 2023:

1) The Number and levels of staff currently employed by AGD and all independent
agencies within the portfolio including organisational structures;

2) Detailed breakdown of AGD's Freedom of Information (FOI) requests and
management. Please include how many staff are responsible in progressing FOIs,
the average days to process, the median days to process, how many have been
received, and their status -whether approved in-full, in-part, refused;

3)  Acurrent list of all boards, commissions, statutory appointments within the
portfolio including date of appointment and cessation. Please include any vacant
positions, the reason for the vacancy, when it became vacant and for how long it
is expected to be vacant;

4)  Alist of all ministerial submissions that have been created after 1 February 2023,
including the area of the Department that prepared the submission, dates
submitted to the Attorney, requested signature dates, actual signature dates, and
whether the Attorney disagreed with any recommendations, as per the table
below:

Queensland Office: Lvl 6, Springfield Tower, 145 Sinnathamby Bivd, Springfield Central, QLD 4300  Phone: 0731869350
Postal: PO Box 4287, Springfield Central, QLD 4300 Email: Senator.Scarr@aph.gov.au
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5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

10)

11)

12)

13)

14)

Submission Prepared by Date Date by Date Did the Attorney not agree with
number and {Branch & submitted which signed any recommendations
title Section) . to AGO signature {however phrased)?
requested

[eg: MSXXX, [eg: Courts leg: 1 July [eg: 22 July {eg: 22 [eg: No.]
Proposed and 2022] 2022] July 2022)
amendments | Tribunals
to Federal Branch,
Court Act] Courts

section]

All documentation, including all internal and external communications held by the
Department and the letter of Resignation, relating to the Resignation of the
Freedom of Information Commissioner, Mr Leo Hardiman PSM KC;

All documents, including correspondence, file notes, minutes, briefing materials,
and the letter of Resignation, relating to any meetings between the former AAT
President the Hon. Fiona Meagher, and the Department/ or the Attorney-
General’s office;

All documentation relating to the ABCC v Lendlease costs settlement signed by
the Attorney-General on 8 September 2022, including documents relating to
AGD’s involvement and AGS involvement;

A table showing a breakdown of approved grants of parole since 1 July 2022 in
the following format:

State in which Offence(s) committed Date of grant Does the grant of parole relate to
person was of parole sexual assault, child abuse or child
imprisoned pornography offences?
feg: NSW] [eg: Section 474.22, [eg: 1 July [eg: Yes]

Criminal Code) 2022}

A timeline of all Solicitor-General advices from 22 May 2022 in relation to the
proposed Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Voice, including dates when advice
was requested;

Any timeline of all meetings or discussions between the Attorney-General (and/or
his office) and stakeholders in relation to the Family Law Amendment Bill 2023,
and any records of those meetings or discussions;

All documentation relating to the TikTok ban process, including where each
department is at with banning the app on devices;

The funding, and ASL level since 1 July 2021 to 1 July 2027 relating to the
Australian Centre to Counter Child Exploitation;

A list of all meetings the Department has undertaken with external stakeholders,
which were at the request of the Attorney-General and/or his office, since 1
January 2023;

Please provide a timeline on the listing of terrorist organisations that have been
recommended by PICIS, Intelligence Community, or any other Committee, that
have not yet been acted upon;
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15) A timeline of all meetings or discussions between the Australian Law Reform
Commission and the Attorney-General (and/or his office) in relation to the inquiry
into Religious Educational Institutions and Anti-Discrimination laws, and any
records of those meetings or discussions;

16) Provide a table of all questions on notices from the February Estimates hearings,
and advise what date was each question provided to the Attorney-General's
office, what date each question was signed off by their office, and please also
indicate whether the answer was amended from the proposed answer, please
also indicate where there was any questions that the Attorney-General office and
the Attorney-General’s Department could not agree on a proposed answer;

17) Provide answers to any outstanding Questions on Notice.

Please note that this list of topics is not exhaustive, and opposition Senators will likely
have a number of other questions referring to expenditure across the Attorney-
General’s portfolio.

Thank you in advance for your assistance with the above.

Yours sincerely

Paul Scarr
Senator for Queensland
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From: §22(1) -
To: Chidgey, Sarah; § 22(1)
Cc: Harvey, Tamsyn; Gifford. Cameron; Newnham, Simon
Subject: RE: Correspondence from Senator Paul Scarr - Budget Estimates [SEC=0OFFICIAL]
Date: Tuesday, 16 May 2023 1:18:11 PM
Attachments: image004.pna

imaae005,pnhq

image006,png

image007,png

OFFICIAL

Hi Sarah

| understand Katherine suggested this also — | have put it on the agenda.

Kind regards
822(1)

s 22(1)

Ts22(1)  16822(1)  @mgos
OFFICIAL

From: Chidgey, Sarahs 47E(d)  @ag.gov.au>

Sent: Tuesday, 16 May 2023 1:17 PM

To:s 22(1) §22(1) @ag.gov.au>s22(1) s 22(1) @ag.gov.au>
Cc: Harvey, Tamsyns 47E(d) @ag.gov.au>; Gifford, Cameron
s 47E(d) @ag.gov.au>; Newnham, Simons 47E(d) @ag.gov.au>

Subject: FW: Correspondence from Senator Paul Scarr - Budget Estimates [SEC=OFFICIAL]
OFFICIAL

§22(1)

It might be useful to add this to tomorrow’s SLG agenda for a quick chat about handling.

Sarah

OFFICIAL
s 22(1)
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RE: Correspondence
Tuesday, 16 May 2023

OFFICIAL

Thanks. Looks fine to me. Just a couple of edits tracked.
OFFICIAL
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7 v‘.@,L,gq,v “
Australian Government

Attorney-General’s Department

Secretary

AFile and ministerial numbers”

27 June 2023

Senator Paul Scarr
Senator for Queensland
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

Dear Senator Scarr

Thank you for your letter of 16 May 2023 on behalf of Oepposition Ssenators requesting
information ahead of the Attorney-General’s Department appearance at the 2023-24 Senate Budget
Estimates hearings, taking place on 23 to 25 May 2023.

Consistent with Senate Standing orders, I will ensure the relevant witnesses are available to answer
| Senator’s’ questions on the expenditure and policies of the Attorney-General’s portfolio.

The action officer for this matter is Rebecca Carpenter, Assistant Secretary, Strategy and
Governance Branch, who can be contacted on S 47E(d)

Yours sincerely

Katherine Jones PSM

3-5 National Circuit, Barton ACT 2600 Telephone (02) 6141 6666 www.ag.gov.au ABN 92 661 124 436
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g rom Senator Paul Scarr - Budget Estimates [SEC=OFFICIAL]
Tuesday, 16 May 2023 4:32:14 PM
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OFFICIAL

Agreed, thanks
OFFICIAL
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From: Newnham, Simon
To: Camenter, Reberca; § 22(1)  Jones, Katherine; Gifford, Cameron; Harvey, Tamsyn; Chidgey, Sarsh;
Ce: s 47E(d); 5 47E(d) s 22(1)
Subject: RE: Cormrespondence from Senator Paul Scarr - Budget Estimates [SEC=0FFICIAL]
Date: Tuesday, 16 May 2023 6:52:50 PM
Attachments: image001.png
image002.png
image0(3.ong
image004.png

OFFICIAL

Thanks Bec. Fine with me. Simon

Simon Newnham

Deputy Secretary

Integrity and International Group
Attorney-General’s Department

EIS47E(d)  @aggovau
TIS4TE() ™ Is4TE(d)

§22(1) , Executive Assistant
Els 22(1) ©ag.gov.au
T|s22(1)

If you receive this message out of office hours, it is because it is convenient for me at that time, not because |
expect you to respond then.

This email and any attachments may contain confidential information or legal advice over which legal
professional privilege can be claimed. Such privilege is not waived and you should ensure that, in your handling
of the advice, you avoid waiving privilege. Please consult the author of the advice if unsure about appropricte

handling.
OFFICIAL
s 22(1)
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From: Gifford, Cameron

To: Jones, Katherine

Ce s 22(1) ; Beabie, Tim; Chidgey, Sarah; Harvev, Tamsyn; Newnham, Simon
Subject: Matters to raise with AGO CoS [SEC=0FFICIAL:Sensitive]

Date: Wednesday, 17 May 2023 7:40:40 PM

Hi Katherine,

| checked in with SLG, and the following are priorities to raise with Mat Jose should your
conversation tomorrow permit:

. 522(1)

if you haven't already, you cold flag Senator Scarr’s letter and our proposed approach
(Cam)
. 522(1)

Thanks,
Cam
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From: 5 22(1)
To: [AGD SLG
o S47E(d);s 22(1) i522(1)  s22(1)  i522(1)
Subject: Final SLG agenda and attachments - Wednesday 17 May 2023 [SEC=OFFICIAL]
Date: Wednesday, 17 May 2023 9:15:16 AM
Attachments: imaage001.ipg
image002.pna
S - 0 al).docx
Attachment A - ESG - departmental processes - standard clearance levels.DOCX
Attachment B - Letter from Senator Scarr.pdf

Please find attached final agenda and attachments for today’s SLG meeting.

Kind regards
§22(1)

s 22(1)
T:5 22(1) | E:s 22(1) @ag.gov.au

From:s 22(1)

Sent: Tuesday, 16 May 2023 9:38 AM

To: [AGD SLG]S 47E(d) @ag.gov.au>

C:s ATE(d) 750 @aggov.aux;s 22(1)  622(1)  @aggov.aux;s 22(1)
s 22(1) @ag.gov.au>;s 22(1) s 22(1) @ag.gov.au>;$ 22(1)
§22(1) @ag.gov.au> o "
Subject: For additional items by COB today - draft SLG agenda [SEC=OFFICIAL]

OFFICIAL

Good morning all

With apologies for the late notice, please see attached a draft agenda for tomorrow’s SLG.**"

Please let me know if you have any additional agenda items by COB today — apologies for the
short timeframe.

Kind regards
822(1)

s 22(1)
A/Chief of Staff to Katherine Jones PSM
Attorney-General’s Department
T:s 22(1) | M:s 22(1) | E:822(1) @ag.gov.au
AGD Logo ; : '
2]
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Senior Leadership Group meeting
Wednesday 17 May 2023 2 - 3pm

Executive Meeting Room

AGENDA

# L Item Lead
s 22(1

2 Opposition request for documents ahead of Budget Estimates Cam
*Refer to Attachments:
B ~ letter from Senator Scarr

C - proposed response

s 22(1)
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SLG 17 May

Wednesday, 17 May 2023 2:03 PM

2. Letter - drafted, everyone
e
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From: B_eghﬁ,jm
To: s22(1)
Ce: & 47E(d); Gifford, Cameron
Subject: RE: Correspondence from Senator Paul Scarr - Budget Estimates [SEC=OFFICIAL]
Date: Wednesday, 17 May 2023 3:01:00 PM
Attachments: image006.ong

image007,png

Imaged08.ong

gmagsma.nng

image010.png
Thanks § 22(1).
Tim

Tim Begbie KC
The AGS (A/g) and Chief Counsel Dispute Resolution
Australian Government Solicitor

TS 47E(d) Ms 47E(d)
s 47E(d) @ags.gov.au

Find out more about AGS at http://www.ags.gov.au

Important: This message may contain confidential or legally privileged information. If you think it was
sent to you by mistake, please delete all copies and advise the sender. For the purposes of the Spam
Act 2003, this email is authorised by AGS.

From:s 22(1) <s 22(1) @ag.gov.au>

Sent: Wednesday, 17 May 2023 3:00 PM

To: Begbie, Tims 47E(d) @ags.gov.au>

Cc:$ 47E(d) £ 4B @ag gov.au>; Gifford, Camerons 47E(d) @ag.gov.au>
Subject: FW: Correspondence from Senator Paul Scarr - Budgét Estimates [SEC=OFFICIAL]

OFFICIAL
Hi Tim

Please see attached the correspondence from Senator Scarr referred to in SLG. |'ve also
attached an email with the current proposed response.

Kind regards
8 22(1)

s 22(1)
A/Chief of Staff to Katherine Jones PSM
Attorney-General’s Department

T:8 22(1) | M:8 22(1) | E:822(1) @ag.gov.au

| ]
5

i Australian Government

Attorney-General's Departmeni
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22 May 2023

Monday, 22 May 2023 9:30 AM

Chair
5 22(1)

o Senator Scarr letter
= Consistent with senate orders, available

e = Make sure we have info requested in that letter
522(1)








