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ecret men’s business

Group met Coalition before bill vote

EXCLUSIVE

Clara Ammistrong

A controversial men's rights
group that mgues the publie
has been manipulated by
p anda” to predomi-
nantly zae wornen a3 domestic
violence viciims claims it hada
“successful” meeting with the
Coalilion days before the op-
position  refused to  back
Labor's family law changes.

A raft of family law amend-
ments proposed by the federal
government. Including the re-
moval of a presamption of
egual parenting responsibility,
are in limbo after the oppo-

sition voled against the bill in
the lower house and referred it
1o a three-month Senate in-
guiry, despite not raising con-
cerne at earlier stages.

Coalition attorney-gensral
spokeswonan Senatar Micha-
¢lia Cash hasaceased Labor of
irying to “rush” changes that
went beyond Australian Law
Reform Commission recom-
mendations  without  “ad-
equate scrutiny”.

The public split between
Labor and the Coalition came
afler the Men's Rights Agency

claimed to have had a “suc-
cessful” meeting with Ms Cash
about a week before the vote
on the bill in the lower house,

in an oniine post, MRA di-
rector Sue Price said the May
G meeting “was facilitated by
the leader af the Liberal Party,
Peter Dutton™ and had been
positive for the group.

Ms Price revealad she had
also ematled Ms Cash telling
her there would be many peo-
ple “favourably disposed” to-

ward the Liberal Party If it
could make a “clear state-

ment" about the need to pre-
vent further fracturing of the
relationship hetween a child
and their father.

in the MRA's submission to
Labor's law proposals. the
group argued domestic viol
ence figures wore shewed by
“Talse claims".

They argued fearmongering
had encouraged women to
reach out 1o domestic violence
services for halp when they
were merely eriencing a
“disagreement”  with their
pariner, deemed part of
"healthy relationships" It is
not suggested the Coalition's
opposition to Labor's reforms
were based on the advice or
viewsofthe MRA,

Mz Cash said the Coalition's
"most significant concem”
was the repeal of equal shared
parental responsibility that
appiied when courty made

parenting arders.
Attorney-General ~ Mark
Dreyfus said he had met with

“countless™ legal, family and
child welfare who had
all called for the reforms,
which would make the system
“safer and simpler” for Austra-
lian families.



