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Security firm figure ready to spill beans on 

Manus 

Syc:hey rv·nr�1�g Hernld Sydney 

Security firm figure ready 
to spill beans on Manus 
AJormer dire<·tor· ofthe 
company r:ontro\'er�i»lly 
awanled a $423 mllli 11 
cont mi.:( lO help l'Ull lhe 
Manus l !\land dP.tention 
eenln· wants Lo fnrnl u 
t;enate inquiry to gh·e 
evidence o( alleged 
C'orrupl condut·t by Pup a N c 
Guinea politil'ians and what 
1\11!\lrnlian oflidnls knt>w �bout it. 

In an lnkr\'lew with the Ileruld, 
It nStrwart., pirtul'ed, cast doubt 
on tlH' integrity of i-crurit�• flnn 

MANUS ISLAND 

l'aladiu and revealt>d be 
lrnd �en misled aboul 
S.Otlit:-Ofits 1>u.st bttsino::ss 
l>l'tlCl ic<'S.

If Mr E;tew11rl. i.• called 
Lu i;:ivl' i:vidt'nce bc-forc the
.S.-nate. it could embanass
b<ith the PNfr and 

Au .. �tralia11 i-:ovcrnmcms, which 
have l'l·J>l·, t edly sought to pla�• 
down i.s..5,11P�with lhl' M:m11!\ 1_..1:md 
ceuulnu.:t. 
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Security firm figure 
willing to tell Senate 
about 'bribery bids' 
EXQ.USIVE 

Richard Baker 

A forme1· dir('<:lo1· or the company 
controversial.lv awiirded 11 
$,12::1 million t:onll·acl lo hdp 1·uh 
the Mann Island de1l:11 ion ccntn· 
wants t.o f ront ;i Senate \nq11iry lo 
�iw tvidcnt't' of allegcd corrnp1 
c·on<iuc-1 by seniol' Papua Ne-w 
CuinPa politicians and wh:,I Au�­
lruliun officials knew lluoul it. 

Ian Stt>wart, Vlho !'{•signed from 
thi: bonn:1 of serurit�• <·omp:111y 
P.ilaclin in July ln;;I yt>ar. ulso told
th{c Herald he ,voulcl an�wer tmy
qul'�I ion� t lw ::;,,na't- w,mt ed to a.,k
him alJ.Out P;ilac!in's husiness uf­
foiJ" and delivery or set'\'kC' · on
behalf nf 1·he An•1r,1lian gov�rn-

m;,nl on Mi.1111:,; l\'oland. 
Mr Stewarl, who remalni; u 

slwrrholdcr in the cc,mpany, also 
usc!d his first int c,l'view sinc·I' quit. 
Lin� llu.! boL1rd lo cu.sl cloub1 un tl1t' 
imc •ity of lh,· company and rc•­
vtrilt"d he had br.en mi�l(•o iibouL 
some o(it.s pu,;t b11.sincss prudicc:;. 

If Mr tewm t \\'iiS called t-0 givE· 
PViric•nC'E' berore. Uw -:en:ilP, it 

could signitir:in11y embal'rr•. < bot.h 
Lhe PNG und Au,;.! rnliun �'.OVern­
t11clllb, wbkh huw t'L')Jt·<1tcdly 
so11 hi 1opll1)'down is�11rswiththe 
M:rnus bland conln1cl, includin • 
corruptio11 concerns n·laLcd to 

l'NC oftlci11ls. 
The Commonwerilth /\uditol'­

G"nerul is rnveslii;:al ing the .-on-
1 rncLmg an·1mgemenl,; t1etwecn 
lhe Depa1·tmcnt of Home- Affail'� 
and olTshon· dt-lcntion provicl(•J'S, 
incl11dinl,! P8ladin, which was en­
-agNl in 2017 to µrovidc garriso11 
support servic:- •s 011 Mii us Island 
includin� hospit,dity 11nd cetl!ring, 
act'css onlrol, clc11ning, firC'light­
ing a11d t r,,nspor1. The emit r:icl 
wa: let and filll:'d al .sho11 nolit·� by 
lfotuc Affairs uf er a P G-rlln 
iendel' process coll.ipsed and was 
wnrth :�bout . :Ul million :i nwnth. 
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Syd.,ey Morning Her[;ld. Sydney 

T ill' 0 1."pattllll'lll of Hollll." J\f. 
fair s has confirmed to the Hernld 
lhal un alle~ed bribe ry dem and lo 
Paladin from a "purpo1·t<'d" sen ior 
PNG officio I was 1·epo11.ed to the 
Australian hi1_:h ,·ommission in 
J ulv last VC'a r. 

Home Affa irs, which has JJrevi­
oui;ly told Sem1LP estim ate ~ com­
mitlN! hc·ar-ings it was unawa1·c of 
any att fm))t ed bribery invol,i n!! 
1'11l»clin, i;aicl no munc•;i, W8s pa id 
and 1hnt Paladin n •ported the mut• 
ter to J>NG poliC't>. It is und ear why 
Hom P Affair s ha ~ not r r forred the 
bl'ibtry nttcmpt to the Australian 
J,', ·d i:-rnl l'olkl:", whieh is a t·ommon 
roursE> of al'f ion in allt!gl'd forPign 
bribery ca.sc.s. 

Paladin <' hief exc·<'utive D::ivid 
S:ml sairl " no verified or suh~tanli­
atcd cvid N1C<' could IJc- foul'Jd il'l 
support of the 11lleg11lion", adding 
thE> ":illeg e-d 11pproac:h was simi lar 
to another a pproach Pulad in had 
fr-0m ,I person pu1·po1·ling to be an 
cle ct1!rl officia l". 

T he )'NG o!lieials in 9uestion 
have allegNI t hat imJ>o.stol'S made 
the demand~ for bribes in t heir 

lllilllCS. Howcvc:1·, the, Herald 
u11del'st11nds Mr St-ew,irt h11s ~ndio 
r ecordings and 1-exl meS$11J(es 
from .-i mnn he· strongly l>elie,·cs is 
a scnio!' 'PNG gnvernmenl offkiDI 
wl10 was asking fo r a 816,000 pay­
lnl·DI j ust lk fOt"l' all l'Xknsion to ii 
Pal"din contrnc-t was public ly ~n­
nmrnced. 

" lf l 'rn cvt•r usked, 1111d l 'rn in " 
posil ion where I have to answt>r, 
I'll j usl giw the s traighl :111swc!r," 
Mr Stcwurl suid. "I do11't Se<• t he 
point in d<'nyi nf ap11ro;ic-hes. 
W1•\.-c• had pll'nty of apprn11dw~ 
across our com1m 11y, nul ju~t in 
r ela1ion to the· cont ract. But whc·n 
we'\'l' had t hm<t>, I r i>porled those 

U)J, 011d il 's u1> to othe rs to d eter­
mine how ihey respond to that and 
whPthcr I.hey im•Pstigatc iL 

"I would say thul if then• ai·c 
Aust ralian government ))t'Ople 
aware nf (improper requesl)< fn r 
payments! but ure nu1 havin~ it 
investigated, then they are just as 
bad." 

Home Affail·s said a !¼·arch of all 
t'lectronic rec:ords :rnd quei.t ion icy 
of rdevunt s l 11 f{ about un l!nrl icr 
claim a PNG offiC'ial had demanded 
11n $8 million polil ic,a l doMtion 
frnm Paludin had fui led to find any. 
thing to indicate tlw depnrt mt,nl 
w:.i.; llHldt' t1wr,re. 

13111 ~fr Stevnirl .said he had tc le-

J>ho11 cd lh,: Homl' Affoir.,i d t'pal"l• 
ment in latt' 20 17 l o rt>port t hE' 
donat ion rl!(J t1est ,rnd otl,c,r im­
proper .ipproaches for Paladin t o 
1,>ive subc·ontr11cls to politic-:1lly 
cunncct~d PNG eu111panics. 

Mt· Slewal't said he- was aw.11·0: 
th at senior PNG officials who lrnd 
reJ.:uhir dealin~ wlth Paladin hn\'c 
rercntly claimi:-d that impostors 
m:1y h:ive been usin~ their ident il• 
ii'~ to m ake d em ands t u Paladin. 

In November, the omcc· of Sir 
ls.1ac I ,11pari, ch ief secr1>t311· of the 
PNG governnumt, authorised an 
advc•r t isement in the l'ost Cou, ier 
nr w~pllpt>r tri warn of impostor ~ 
"usin~ the nnme uf the Oflit'<' 1,fthc! 
Prim(• Mi1iist rr and C hief S['cr N • 
ary ... for moneta ry gain". 

Mr Stewart ,;aid although ii was 
tbtcoi-Nicnlly possibl<' he had bN :ll 
a><kc>d for monr y b}' .-in "impostor", 
it was h ighly unlikely in his case 
beC'ausc the• p,•1·son making th<' ap­
proac·h had acc:ess to sensitive in­
formnt iun that w as not in the pub­
lic donrnin. 

"t:1111 you \'l:'l'ify 100 ))t' I' l"t'lll l ht· 
p~nple who maclP Uw apprmw h? I 
~lll."S.S that ean be cuutl'n tio us, but 
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for mP ii 's not lhnt t ricky," he .,:mi. 
" People we1·e upp1·u1tchil'lt-: us 

from inside. \Ve- were getting ap­
pro:ic:hed :md told thing~ from in­
side annount.'cment s that wcrl! yet 
to be made. 

' 'Thr pC'oplr Wl'r r C'IPnrly aws r r> 
uf t hin).(~ 1hll1 h Hd not Ll'en mudi> 
public yet. .So if they m·c not who 
th1•y J;.;1y they ar!', th('y m11st b t-

,·t·I")' du~<' tu tl1usc un the inside." 
Mr Stewart also said he had be­

gun doubling the dire!'tion of his 
foi-mer eompany. HL• c·o11e~dcd 
tlwt a JH"evious publi<' s t.atement 
th,, c-omr any 1•pJeusr>d in n !.SJmns i> 
tu a LIVl' l":Sc m edia rq.ml"ls l~.st yeur 
had b een incorrect. 

" In t e rms of th ose hard ... drci­
siuns about whut WQ't·c doing attd 
what we'l'e not doing and what we 
~, and for , I don't n •allr k now 
what 's going on in t lw bu.sim·:s:s 
::mymore ... I don't have, confidence 
on(' wny m· the olher,'' Mr 8t Fwart 
s.aid. 

Ml' Stewart 8aid IH· t·cmov<'d a 
Fl'bruarv 2019 m edia .st ate me nl 
from Puindin's website before ht> 
ri:-signed as n dircC'to1· be<'ause he 
le:i rnt that it <'ontainecl inac­
curacie~ ub out the cornp1.1ny':s hi.s­
tork al )Jl·t·form m1cc· in l't lat io11 to 
b~d d ebt s :ind fa iled confral'L<. 

The Puhtdin m~d iu stutenuml 
claimc·d ,11·c1>o rt by 1'he Austroliart 
F'i11a11riol 1,/pl'ieu· Lhat linked lhE' 
company to anothe r fir m culled 
High Risi( Scl·m·ity Uroup and its 
opera1ion;: in F.11~1 Timor w11s in­
correl't. Out Mr Stewa1·l suid he 
kar nt months anc-1· putting out tlw 
sllltenwnl I h:11 F'a l11d in and High 
Ri,;k 8ccurity Grouµ were h i!-tur ic­
ally doi:.c·1· than ll<' had bC"tll k d tu 
h<'lieve. 

'' ) wasn't i::iven th~· full informa• 
tion but 011et I wa~ given tht rnll 
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Security firm figure ready to spill beans on 
Manus 

Sydney Morning Herakl , Sydney 

information, J had that statl'ment 
removed," he 1rnid. 

M1· Stcwut1 has woi·kc-d rur 
more than a dec-ade on proJects in 
cfovelopin!: count d es in soulh-c1sl 
Asia, the Pacific and Africa. lfo has 
pn·viously c-ontt·ac-ted to AustT"a­
lia'~ Defon('l' DPp11rtmenl uncl lh(i 

United Nations. H<' admitted llrn1 
t.iking on offshore proc-es..5ing 
work in PNC1 Wtlf' :i ' 'morn} di­
lemma" on a pcrson:,I lc·vcl. 

"And Paladin. rt!!ain. even 
though it's II comnwrdal 1•nl Pr­
pris<:, is always dl'livering for and 
on b~hall of a government or go,·• 
ernmf'nt body .somewherr.. So you 
need u ScllS(• o f public St·l·Vict'. 
about how rou do that," he s.aid. 

"! f you don't Ii B\'E' lh11t sens(.' of 
duty, wh.,11 yuu're qu<.'slionccl or 
you f::iec th11t watt't'sh~d momc11t 
about doing the r ight thing, lhPn 
it 's ~oi11g Lo bt u problem." 

Mr Saul said Paladin took all r t'• 
quei;l~ for undue payments seri­
ously and rcpoi-ted thl·m to PNG 
polkt•, H~ said 11 "t·r iminal ele• 
m ent '' appc•ar E>d to br l:>Phmd the 
<lNnund.s, which were not followed 
up oncl' re rust'<I. 

'I'll just give the 
straight answer. ' 

Former dlr«tor Ian Sl~wart 

'\1/e've had plenty 
of approaches.' 
Former director Ian Stewart 

t 

- l. 
P.-ladin was hired to service Manus 
Island racllitfes. Right: Ian Stewart. 
Main photo: AAP 
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