# toryburke.com.au/media-releases/2019/11/13/labor-establishes-wage-theft-inquiry Q

B
e

TGNY BURKE MP HOME LOCAL INFORMATION + GRANTS MEDIA STAY INFCRMED #5ANDS CONTACT f=2y

oy

LABOR ESTABLISHES WAGE THEFT INQUIRY

The Senate has agreed to Labor’s praoposal for an inguiry into wage and superannustion theft.
This inquiry is a win for Australian workers. it will help the Parlisment develop ways to stop employers ripping off their staff, and ensure workers get whet they are owed.
| congratulste Lebor Senators Don Farrell, Tony Shelden, Dak O'Neill, Anng Urguhart and Raff Ciccons for co-sponsoring the motion to gst this inguiry up and running.

For half 6 decade now Labor has been calling on the Liberats to do somsthing about worker underpayment, whether it occurs as a result of genvine payroll arror or deliberate, systematic wage
theft.

But despits scandsl after scandal - from 7/11 in 2014 to Woolworths just s few weaks ago - the Government hex refused to sct

Scott Marzison simply doea not take wage complisnca seriously, And by failing to act on this izgue, hiz Gavernment heg gant the meszegs w0 busineazas tha: they don't need to take it seriously
either.

‘Wage theft dosan’t just hurt those workera who sre underpeld. It also hes en impect on our sconomy, 83 people put off spending and struggle with stagnating wages,

The Sanate Economics References Commitise inguiry will sxamine: how best to identify and uncoved wags and super theft; how to protect those who expose underpsyments; investigsting the most
sffective mesns of recovering unpeid entitiements, the 1ax treatmant of recovered entitlements, snd chenges to the sxisting legal fremewark the: would sesist with recovery and deterrence.

The Inguiry will slse look into whather Government procurement practices cen be modifisd to ensure thet public contracts are not awsrded to businesses engaged in wage and supzrennuation
theft.

Labor wants & aystam in which wage theft is properly deterred, and if it happeans it's uncovered quickly and workers are repaid swiftly.
This ingquiry will help us schisve that sim - but only if the Government sterts taking this issue sariously.
if the Government cared sbout wage theft they would ditch their union-bashing Ensuring Integrity legislation - which will waaken the very institutions dadicated to uncovering wage theft.
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