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‘Indoctrination’ claim as schools take voice to classrooms

 EXCLUSIVE
ELLIE DUDLEY

Vichoria will back the Indigenous
wvhive being promoted in schoods as
parl of the staie's “joumey io
Trealy”, as schools across the
nation instruct studenits to memn-
orise the Uloru Statermenl frem
the Heart, welcoone woice atdvo-
cates to spesk in axsemblies and
work the referendum indo class-
room lessons,

South Anstralia’s Education
Departmenl is also “supportive of
the Uluru Statement, the Indigen-
ons voice . and the referendum”
heing !nught and discussed by
teachers i schook, while the
Quecnstind government has en-
couraged open discussion with
shudents ahead of this year's vote.

NEW beachers, by contrast, will
be restricled ko teaching within

current programs. Mozt schools
inbend to edncate children en the
refendum ard the Eduction
Department of the biggest Labor
state hasdeclered it “important” to
disenss in dasirooms.
*Conversations about the pro-
posed Indigtnows voice to paria-
emil at schoot are impiortant for
stdents understanding Victoria's
joumey 1o Treaty and the
important work ef the Yoorrook
Justice Compnission,” a Vickorkan

Education Deparimwnt spokes-
mansaid.

State Education Ministor Na-
tatie Hutchins sxid it was “pormal
and important” for students totalk
about current affairs in dass.

“Vitaria supports the Uharu
Statement and we've committed
to supporting the voice to parlia-
ment, along with all other states
and tevritories in Austrabia® Ms
Hutehinssaid. )

“The voice referendum willbea

defining moment in pur nation's
history and dlastroom comversa-
tions arpund major curment affairs
are a normal and important part of
students' inderstanding and edu-
catian.”

A South Australian Education

Department  spokesman  aaid
teaching students aboul “import-
mﬁw’blxusuﬁ,alnngwlﬂnhw
society aod poverament address
these issues” , was & spacific focus
ulhmnmrhanmisoualsm
within the curriculum. “The voice
topartiament isan epportonity for
students to eam shout how so-
ciety engages with and resobves is-
sues of national significance.” the

However, while ﬂiey were
s:.mpnrhve of the voice being
hmght in schools, teachers moust
“ensure students are provided
with unbiased and ohjective infor-
mation Lo form their own-criticat
anilysis”.

Queensland will suppart open
discwesion of the voice in schools,

ant help “teachers to ensure sta-
dents have the skills and know-
ledge %0 become active and
informed citizans”.
"IheUhamSmemem:ndpm-
pused constitutional recopnition
of an Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Istander voice in the Ausiralian
pardiament would be topical for
students to exploee as part of cur-
ricubumn-based beaming activities”

a Queensland Education Depari-

t spokesperson said. “The
Queensiand govemnment, through
amotion of parliament, has voiced
support for the Uhuru Statement
and voicetopartiament.”

The NSW Education Depart-
ment has taken a more conserva-
tive spproach, with bechers

Continved an Fage 6

‘Propaganda’ claim
as schools take case
into classrooms
Continued from Page 1
permitted “the flexibility to

teach about carrend events
wilhin their teaching and

develap theskiIE to enalyse
srguments relating to carvent

events,” s NSW Eduextion
SlandankAnlhmly

spokesperson sl

Federa! FEducstion Minister
Jason Clare said it was up to
#tabes and beavitories to
implement their curricaluim.
“Separate io this, the
gmumnluiﬂpmdepnwc
information ... nbowt

Heut,"lmnﬂ."SWlﬂm

Vlﬂeusﬁvm ABC journalict
St Grant have been nsed as
eduocational tools for St Andrews
Cathedrel School students in

isnemadﬁmedﬂvmgh

Thomas Mayor, vaive advocate
and puthor of Finding the Heart
of the Nation, bospeak with
Endiprnoes inyears K-
6. A spokeswaman todd The
Au-cbalunlnd:gmwsmmz to
parfiament design group
chair Marcia l.m,gtm wnulﬂ be
invited 10 speak this year,

S1 Mary sCslhedml College
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abso invited MrMayuorio speak.

“Mnym’s:mlﬂflvs“mmzd
to frame NAIDOC week

;* principal Kerrie

McDisrmid said. “Staff engaped
studerits with an mnderstaniding
of why the voire is impe
and the history that led us 1o this
poinl. SigniBicant 102023 isthe
appointmesit of the college’s first
Indipenous Student Leader, who
will econtinve the convearsation
and awaneness as a sipnificant
voite al the college.”

Aleader af the No camgaign,
Warren Munding, teld The
Australian be *didn‘t believe”
mhnukwwilﬁu:ihhleﬁir

lm:nml.-rynuth
aboit palitical iksues and
propaganda, you Sost your job.
These kids ave only petting one
nﬂedthestmylnd,ﬁankly,ﬂ s
tne for heads to roll,

Penplehxvzlnlllms. their
kids are coaning home !
indoctrinated by it. Il you're
poing to leach students shont
the voire, you have s have
1t’s that, or don' tafk pbowt iL”

Catholic Schools NSW said
teachers should aim to sapport
worbdviews, nol prescribe

*One of owr goalsin Citholic
educabion is to suppori stedents
mmn mwxs:bm and the

it of 2 worldview

informed by their faith,” CEO
Dalias Mclnerney said.

‘Critical thinking is
embedded across
the curriculum’

K5W EDLCATION STANDARDS
AETHORITY SPOKESPERSON
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