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Teacher quits over knife attack
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Teacher quits over knife attack

A seqior kzacher is ecpected to
resign his post after two youth
offenders broke into his Kath-
erine hiune and placed knives
tohisand bis Eriends’ thnoats at
the start of the Easter long
wegbend

KT Police previoosl pe-
vesled that two armed youth
offendors broke into & Kathes-
ine residenoe iate [ast week,
making offwith a white Tayota
Corolls that was wsed in 3 ram
raid on RE&M Motoroydes on
Gides 8¢, amoag other offend-

mg

A t5-yearold boy was ar-
rested, while palice were still
lnaking forthesecand offender

when Assisaot Commissioner
Travis Wurst spake about so-
cinl unrest in the Bip Rivers
township on Tuesday afber
ML

The NT News hasobtained s
statement from the vidim of
the inftial home imvasion who
can be revealed Bs 2 senior
teacher who held 2 leadership
role at & Katherine schoal.

| have been: tesumatised by
the incidient. 1 was shaken to
th oore *theteachor said.

9 left Katherine on Easter
Friday and am currently stay-
inp at fiend's placein Darwin.

9% willbe acressing _ therapy
Lo overcome the deep tranma
that has affected e ™

The teacher gaid he would

nnthemmuuugmﬂuwnhe
walled home,

1 cam’t o back ko Katherine.,
This scene iz haunking me™ he
sail.

%] onby had third-party in-
suranee and canmest repair my
car. | can't pobeck b work be-
case of the baums, and hisve
noear”

The teacher revealsd he had
friends over when two youths

broke into his residence abowt
Lam last Friday:
“Theoffendsre put knives on
our throats —~ me and my
frienils whio came to visit me —
and threatenad to 2tab ws, and
stale ourvehicles” he said
"The offenders abandoned
onavehicle at the bocation and

further threstened us before
floeing in the remaining ve-
hicle, which happened to be
mine.

*Police sttended the site
mare than one bour kater, after
ers came back with a motor
bika and my car to lease the
polive and hunked st them.

“taskevithe police ... ko chase
them and recmverthe cas.

“Polioe replied that sinos thie
yoiusths are driving the car, they
canoot do the biph-spesd
chase as it puts their 1ife at fisk
if they smash the car some-

return “ine the shart term, bt
they are more thanwaloome to
retiern should theywank to®,
The teacher had been of-
fered counselling through the
employer's  provider, she

division of Katherine, said she
was contarted by fearfil oon-
atiuents “glmost daily” after
they bad fallen victim o viol-
ence.

Y This teacher is)so tmuma-
tised and terrified that he's
fearfull to even come back o
Katherine to coflect his be-
longings.” shesaid .

“He's told the principal he's
not vetuming. which issshame

berame he is in a leadership
She said the refirn of seven

E%&Amtlimyhmnr[nmec
tors b0 Katherine less than

maonth after they were pul]ed
10 train asconstabies— training
that was then internapted dise
tothe anrest in Alioe Springs—
showed the Labor govemment
was meking “policy on the
‘ml'

In a statement, Chief Minis-
“fiod up with the level of cfime
B0 Our Streds - particulardy
youth crime®, “Thats why,
today (Wednesday), | an-
nounced 200 extra polioe will
b addest to oiwr front line over
thenest fouryens.” shessil,
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Cops calied
to protect
teachers

EXCLUSIVE
Lauren Novak

Violent attacks by students
against teachers have drawn
police toat least 115 schools
arress the state.

Primary schools from
Burnside to Berri are among
those affected and the most
troubled school recorded 37
visits. Thedata, released ender
Freedom of Information {FOT)
laws, does not give details of
theincidents but educatars say
they would inchade casesin
which 2 school staff mesmber
was injured.

REPORT, PAGE 2

Cops called to 115
schools for violence

LawenNovak

Violemt anttacks by students
apainst teachers huve cesudted
in police being catled to at least
115 schoolks across the state oves
the past decade.

Among them are many pri-
mary schools, from Burnside to
Berri, with the most troubbed
schools reeording 37 visits by

officers.

The data, released by the
Education Department under
Feeedom of Information (FOI}
by, does-not give deails of the
tneidents but educstors say they
would include the most serioiis
caseswhere a school siaff mem-

beewas injured.

Respording to the revels-
fions, Edecation Minister Blair
Boyer has flagged a new past-
nership with SA Palice io make
students more “aware of the
ronsequences” of violence and
bullying at school. It will akso
give educators clearer guidance
ornwhen to call inpolice.

*Violence against anyone — a
staff member or 3 student - will
no! betolerated,” Mr Bayersaid.

Documents feleased by the

) show there wene
256 incidents at South Austra-
flian public schools between
2014 and 2022 where police re-
spanded after violent attacks by

students against teachers.

At 58 schools, there was mare
than one incident during that
Hme. Annuaily, tiere were b
tween 21 and 34 iocidents.

‘The school police attended
most frequently was Bowden
Brompton Commusity School
where 2000ss its thiree campuses
- at Brompton, Salisbury North
and Cheistie Downs — there
were 37 incidents.

Fhe school’s welbsite says it
enroks students aged 1l to i8who
“are umable to effectively en-

gage” ai other schools and often
argive with “gaps in learaing,
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displaying emotionally charged
‘behaviours or significant mental
health issues”.

The school offers tramma-
aware teaching and positive be-
haviour support, it says.

Coorara Primary School, at
Morpheit Vale, reported nine
police visits. Principal Steph
Tulloch, who took onthe robedn
2022, said there had been no
need to call potice since then.

At Paralowie R-E2 School,
there were seven visits by pofice
between 2014 and 2022 but
none last year, principat Julie
Witson said.

Shesaid thaschool bad intro-
duced 3 new approach in 2022
in which stalf were trained to
better help students manage
their emotions, and there were
dedicated time-out rooms.

At Roma Mitchell Secondary

Colloge, where there were six
police visits, principal Toni Ca-
rellas said there were students
“with complex needs”.

However, theschool had "not
had case to cafl police to at-
tend” this year.

$A Primary Principals As-
sociation  president  Toblas
O'Connor said he had been in-
volved in cases where schocls
had to impose lockdowns, diose
dlassrooms or call police to "de-
escalate” or remove children.

*There can be things thrown
at staff or they are being kicked
orbitten or punched,” he said.

“Sometimes, 1 suspect, when
stalf have been injured s when
theyve tried to Intervene . or
protect otherstudents.™

Mr Boyer said It was “always
oonceming when police are
called to incidents atschools™.

“We have banned mobile
phones inschoolsto help reduce

incidents of violence, were pot
in place security puards when
needed, we are imtroducing
legisiation to ban abusive par-
enis from school sites, and we
havewarked chosely with stake-
holders to introduece a violence
inschools action plan.” hesaid.
Mr Boyer said a trial of extra

Cops called to protect teachers

support at 12 large, complex sec-
ondary schools easly last year
resulted in 2 22 per cent deop in
violentincidents

Oppogition spokesman John
Gardner, & former education
minister, said calling the palice
“is necessary fromtime totime™.

"Even primary school-aged
chikiren can sometimes be re-
sporsible for really troubling
and difficult behaviours” he
said. "We should never take for
granted the challenging work
thatsometires confronts beach-
ers incomplex dassrooms.”
Kigs Helpilne: 1800 S5 1800
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Teachers nead protection from violent students

EDTORIAL

The Advertiser

Teachers need
protection from
violent students

helist ol duties
and challenges
teachers geapple
within today’s
classrooms is
aver-prowing.

‘They are responsible for
teaching basic literacy and
AUREracy, anranging sport
and extra-cuericular
activities, commusnicating
with parents, and keepimp
children safe.

Increasingly, educatoes
st also manage complex
behavioar fromy childeen,
which can range from being
disruptive or rude tovioleat
cutbursts, threaty and
physical attacks.

These behuvicurs can be
driven by meneat health
conceras, disability or
traima ex perienced by a
child, and raquire askilied
and compassionate
respornse. In the most
difficult or danperous cases,
teachers nesd to call in
podice for support.

Figures published by The
Advertiser today reveal the
campuses that police have
attended in response 10
violent attacks Iy students
apainst teachers.

Theschoo! most
frequently visiled was.
Bowden Brompton
Community School where,
Across its ree campuses,
terewere 37 incidems.

I total, policevisized 115

schools between 2014 and
2022, inclxding 58 sites
where there was more than
onesuch incident.

Police also attend schools
for other concerns, swech ag
intruders, weapons ar
sexual behaviour. The
Adveriiser has prey iously
revenled total officer call-
guts are an the rise, passing
1080 in 2022,

These figures only givean
insight into the public
education syslem as
comparable data is not
publicly available for private
schoats, Thereare 190,000
plus studeots enroiled at
hundreds of government
schools, with thevast
majority wall-behaved and
respectful. Some whoact
ot have, sadly, not been
1augiit the skills needed to
nmanape intense emations.

Otherslash outin
disrespect and without an
inderstanding of the
CONSAULNCES.

Education Minister Blair
Boyer has had a strong
foeus on improviag
behaviour inschoolssince
1aking onthe role twoyeurs
400, The government has
funded security guards and
mental health workers in:
schools artd banned mobile
phones to stamp outvideos
of violent brawiz. A planned
new partnership with 54
Policewifl bolster these

SECTION: EDITORIALS  ARTICLE TYPE: EDITORIAL  AUDIENCE : 286,000 PAGE: 36
PRINTED SIZE: 180.00cm® REGION: SA MARKET: Australia
ITEM ID: 2057235161

ASR: AUD 3683 WORDS: 342

PARLIAMENTARY LIBRARY

Doatmant ol Padiamainsy Sanixa

Eoppighs dgeney Limiced KAL) Ooanoed ooy
o Copypraph kel V1S3 KRS A conpry

Page T of 1

MEasHNes.

Teachers deservetobe
safe in their workpiace,

Families must remember
that educators show upto
do their best for students,
and they showld receive the
same respect in retum.
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Teacher
assaults
soar 20pc

Assaufls and physical threats
apzinst public school teachers
and principaks have soared 20
per cenf in 12 months, with
mare thas 100D incidents in
2022 involeing a “weapan oF
physical object™

Of the X536 incdents
reported te fhe Departrment of
Bducation last year, staff
required medical assistanes on
73} pceasions, while police
wera calied to schools 240
times. The shocking figures
come &5 teachers prapare to
walk offthe job for halia day on
Toesdy.

Fulf report Rage

Teachers cop 14
threats each day

Brazen violence by students up 20 per cent |

EXCLUSAVE 105H ZIMMERMAN

Public school teachers and principals were
tha tarners af 14 assaubtls or physical threats
eachday they were in the dlassroomin 2023
- & M per pent jump oo the previonsyear.

Shockingly, about 40 percentel the 7756
incidents reported 1o ihe Department of
Education — 11/ in total — involved “a

weapon of physical ohject™

Staff required medical assistanon follow-
ing an a¥ercation on 730 coowions, while
police wese called 1o schocls in Ee afber-
math af 240 af the inddenis.

The scaring poevalence of school vio-
Jence comes despite Edwcation Minster

Licensed by Copyright Agency. You may only copy of communicare this work with 3 licence.

Tony Buti anrouncng a crackdmen last
July that inchided autamatic suspensions
for kids that siart fights o film and post
video on socizl mediz Parents were also
wrped o model respectful Behaviour to
1heir children.

Gmwing safezy conceens are a key res-
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san ieachers are preparing to walk off the close — or he partially dosed — when
jolforhalfa day mext Tuesday in WAL first tezchers 20 on sirike on Taesday.
pusblic schoot strike in maore than 2 decade.
Stale School Teachers Hnion WA pres
ident Matt Jarman said the “tacrible” G
wres — revealed Scdlowing questions in
Parliament from Liberal MP Danna
Famgher - wndescoeed the Cook
Geawernmant’s “appealto the commanity to
simply behave bettar s not working”™

*Violence, physical asanks and verbal
abuse & absalutefy one of the reasons we
find aarselves in this position with the stop
work” Mr Jarman sasd “Maoy membees
have either been part of o withessed an
assaubl or dbose amd it s 3 moment that
makes many consider keaving teaching
carzers behind®

Alongside a [2 per cent pay bump over
twa vears, Mr Jarman said another of the
uniany key demands from the cuareent
round ofbarmaining was skaching may imum
class sizes from 32 to 28,

He said smaller classes allowed teachars
i build better rappoet with their students
and imgroved disapline. Mr Jarman said
hig growth in the number of students with
“newrodiverse challerges® — induding
autisat and ADHLD — was ancther driving

fore of increasing viclence.

*Many of those kids am undiagnosad
because there are just no gaediatrician
appoéntments available™ he sas.

While the Government had so far resisl-
ed chanpes 1o class sizes, Mr Janman. said
there wefe encowraging signs oo
resourees would be dedicited to helping
schoals better support stedeatswith devel-
opmental disabilities.

*But so far that hasn't happened end the
problem i just petfing warse” he saidl,

Just Last month & 13-year-cld Shenton
College student allenedly stoda a cash regis-
terhefare threatening studentswith akoife,
resulting in charpes of aggravated anmed
mobbesy and anmed assault A4 few weeks
earlier, a knifewas confiscated froma Year2
student ina soathern suburis school,

Shadow BEduction Minister Prter Run-
dle said no educator shoudd “fear for thair
health and safety”.

“Its o wander W4 teachers are con-
templating strike action when they ane
fowced ho deal with increasingvinlent beha-
viour and ane among the lowest- paid edu-
rators in Aestralia uader the watch of
Premisr Cook and the Minister for Edwes-
tian Tomy Buti™ Me Rundle said

Mare than 80 public schools will either
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Teacher hurt in knife incident

Paity Telegraph, Sydney

Teacher
hurtin
knife
incident

SoshHanrahan, Elidh
Sproul-Malliz and
Hicholas Finch

A teacher was injored and a
westernn: Sydoey school sent
into [nckdown after a student
pulled ouk & knifeyesterday.

Chiftey Collepe’s Dunheved
campus at St Maryswie locked
down and the police cafled
shout 130pm afler repons a
stucbent had a knife.

The high schood, which cov-
ers studems from Year 7 to 1,
later said in a statement “all
students and staff ane safe™

A staff
member sas-
tained & ot
as thiy tried
10 confiszie
the knife and
was ireated
by paramed-
jes, while the
stent was taken to bospitz]
for sssessment under police
puard Mo smdents weee in-
jured and all were allowed to
leave the campus once the
fockdown ended.

Police are investipating but
s understond no charges are
expectad bo b lid and the in-
cident is mental heaith-related.

Year 10 sisdent Jaksyla
Oepr was moving between
classes when:she saw the yousn-
per stadent, befieved 1o be in
Ym? holding a knife.

student} was enrming

in my direction, and { just ran

up-the stairs and hid in a class

oom,” she said “We pob

tocked inside of a clsssroom,

and a few teacliers came in fo
makesure we didn'tleave "

Ms Clegs’s mother Leskoy
Ellingsworthwas cabwien she
oot atext from her dapshter

1 grat 5 myessape tht jusk said
“Mum, 'm scared,™ Ms Ellinp-
swarthsaid,

“Thats when she said
‘theee'ssomeonewith a ko

“Nothing's ever happened
1ike that up at that school.. 1

panicking, wossied®

Edumlm Minister Pmevl’.‘.nr
said she was
ocerned” a staff mmber had
been injured in theincident.

“No one should be taking
knives bosehieol, and if they do
then the police will be called”
sheeaid

"Dur schools should be safie
for all staff and stwdents and
my thoupghis go to the school
ned.mmmw and anypoe affec
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School on a knife edge over boy, 8

-
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School on a
knife edge
over boy, 8

Jossica Dempater

Fad-up parents say Mount.
Gamibier neats bettar resounces
ta suppart childrenwith
comdes needs iteran efght-
yeur-oid boy breught a kitchar
knife toschaol and thireatemnad
#o kil claszmates. Panents have
oo farward ta sy the by
teasn history of violenoe and
ahildren have boen Isft ¢o0
scared t stiend school.
EEFORT FAGE S
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knife threat

Jassica Dempster,
Kathryn Bermingham
Fai-up parentssay theirschool Schoo] oe Mondsy. daywhen the kaife was confis-
needs “hetter resoErces” o Askinptobe anerymos, the cated and the prndpal
suppost children with complex parenis s3id that howrs befare inbormed parents of an “inc-
neede, afterabay with a history the knife incident, the eight- dent™thatled to a feckdown
of buflyinp broupht @ kitchen yearold by pulled o s seat- The girl told The Advertiser
knife to school and threstened belt aroand their daughter so thzton the bris oo thewsy back
kil dlassmates. hard sheborstintobenrs. from an exoussion. earier thak
The parents of 8 seven-yesr- They praised the school for dayihebay — whohas a history
‘olel pirl szid their dsughterwas doing itz best to manage the of bullying her ~ asked to sit
too scared to po badk o school oy — whio has cosnplex needs— nexci o her
after the boy in her dams cafiingthe teacher “amazing™ I didn't want him o snd bhe
brought 2 keife to Mounk Police were called to the got mad and went behind me
Gambier North  Primary schoal @beat 130pm oo Mas- and pulled oo my seathedt,” the

Licensed by Copyright Agency. You may ondy copy of comnanicate this work with a3 icencs.
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School on a knife edge over boy, &
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gird said

“He pulled it hard anid i burt
miybemnmy, it lefta mark™

She said the S50 on the bus
intervenied,

The girl. whose mum said
wsed to be “happy, fun and
crazy”, sobbed as she said she
was *never poing back® to
schoeol

Al vou want s your kikkto
goto schaol. pet an education,
‘ave fun with their friends. and
be in same state they were
when you dropged them off in
the maorning in the aftemoon,*
the mother said

The moather and deughter
said the boy had 3 history of
bltying

“He hurt me with a stick”
the girl said, her mather clari-
fring he'd “out™ her.

“Last year {he} said to my
daghterthatshe is a fat b——~
the mother said.

The parewtz - who have
children with complex needs
themselves — sakd the schoal
was “very open®, listening 1o
parenis of bullied children.

“They dowhat they can,"the
mother said

YOur daneghter's) teacher is
amazing, she tries her best to
manage the situation™

The parents say the teacher
—wha is again on stress lemve —
should not need to wory &t
work about her students” safe-
ty. 2ed her own

They called for more than &
“peneric response” from the
Education Depantment and
said the city needed better re-

sources for children with oom-
plexneeds

“(He) needs belp, maybe
mainstream schooling isn’t for
him,” the mother said *There
isn't a schaal in Mount Gam-
bierforhim.”

The family said they were
dizappointed that the depart-
ment's response Lo the madent
was to-offer “one psychalogical
support session” far parents
amfstedents affected,

A department spokeswoman

sxid the student was suspended
from schos] as & consequence
ofthe incdent on Monday.

“A safety plan will be put in
irce as the schod continuesboe
work woensure thesafety ofthe
school eommunity and peovide
this eighk-vear-old with sn
eduration,” she said.

Fducation Minister Blair
Bayersaid the schood had acted
1o enswre the safety of studenis.

“} have asked the depart
‘ment to ensare the school prin-
cipel has the resources he
needs to manape the current
situation and that all students
and their families feel safe and
supported at school,” he said

Bermngham  SECTION: GENERAL MEWS  ARTICLE TYPE: NEWS ITEM
PRINTED SIZE: 332.00cm™ REGION: 8A MARKET: Australia
ITEM i0- 2071564484

rerve

PARLIAMENTARY LIBRARY

L

pash Y
‘Tappiq i3 Rgearet ke KCAL I Rercyd ooy
o Capriy vl Rat (USR8 copy

Page ZafZ




