Adelaide Advertiser 05/04/24

Sex class
trauma for
students
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Politicians speak out about
Renmark High School incident

ALEXANDRA BULL
and HUGH SCHUITEMAKER

A HOST of South Austratian
potiticians ~ including the
tegion’s State and Fedetsl
MPs — have voiced their
CONCEtNS OVer & preseniation
made by headspace Berri at
Rermatk High School last
month

The presentation, which
was presented to vear 9 pids,
covered topics including hes-
tiality and incest, with no nole
sent home prior and no teach-
er present in the room while
the presentation was under-
way.

Chafley MP Tim Whetaone
said “a5 a parent [ have grave
concerns with the way the
organisation came into the
school”,

“I1t was ohviously
unchecked and the content of
the peesentation had not been
vetted. 1 would be horrified
1o think my kids were put
through the tauma of what
this presentation meant 1o
young vesr 9, he said

“I’s a fedetally funded
orpanisation, and I think there
needs to be a level of account-
ahility for the funding to be
granted o organisations, par-
ticntarly when that’s the con-
tenit of the presentation.

“The depariment musi
quiekly identify every
Riverfand school whete this
material has been presented
~ [ have very sipnp concarns
for the mental health and
wellbeing of both students
and parents that may have

been impacted by this materi-
al and are essentiatly suffering
in sitence while an investipa-
tion takes place.

“Counselfing and support
should be immediately made
avaitable to every student whe
has been subject te this mate-
rial, not just at Renmark High
School™

Two parents have palled
theit stadents out of Renmark
High Schoot in the fallout of
the presentation.

“The school has a tevel of
responaibility . they should
have been there 1o monitor
and 1o have the presentation
documented, so they Khew
what the studerds were poing
to e presenled with,” Mr
Whetstone said

“It demonsirates there’s a
level of complacency when
dealing the LGBTQIA+ apen-
da.

“In today’s world there’s
huge social pressures put on
our young ones. As pavents
we have high expectations of
our children to be good lead-
ets for the fure, but when
this sort of thing iy presented
to them, it trapmatises kids

Mt Whetsione added
“headspace have 1 lot to
answer for {regarding} the
content of that presantation”.

“The schoo! (hadh 2 respon-
sibility to adjudicate and have
2 presence it that classroom
when this presefitation was
tnking place.

“This issue has been dis-
caovered after the fact, {(but) it

should never have happened.
The oontent of the presenta-
tion should have been known.

“Kids were excusing them-
selves from the class hecause
they were scared or inlimi-
dated.

“I'm very disappointed this
has happeened, and there needs
ta be & level of scrutiny.™

Barker MP Tony Pasin said
he was “appailed and disgust-
ed” upon feaming of the pres-
entation.

“I have spoken to rhe
CED of Focus One Health
this marning and voiced my
strongest disappaintment at
what has occurred 4s parl of
that conversation, | have boeen
given assurances that it will
not happen again,™ Mr Pasin
said.

“As an ardent suppotier of
headspace, | have expressed
my concetns regarding the
reputation risk this incident
poses @ the ormnisation, hot
onty locally in the Riveriand
bt 25 a national brand.

“The fedarally fonded
organisation does exception-
o work to support the men-
tal hexlth and wellbeing of
young Austrzlians and while
[ strangly condemn the con-
tent incloded in 2 presenta-
tioh made 1o an unsigrervised
group of vear 9 students at
Renmark High Schosl last
manith, 1 hope that it dees not
affect the willingtiess of fami.
lies to reach out to headsprce
when needed

Shadow Minister for
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Education John Gardner satd
“thiz is a shocking and unac-
ceptable incidenl, and we
undetrstand the Education
Depattraent has blocked the
person in question from doing
their presentation at any other
schools in the fiture™.

“We are calling oh
the Malianuskas Labor
Government to provide assue
anoces this presentation has not
been offered at othet schools
and we need answets as to
why no teacher wias present
to take the appropiate action
when the nature of the content
became clear.™

In a post to his Facebook
page, Ben Hood MLC said
“Ive spaken to many parents
about their growing concetns
shont what is taught by thind-
party providers in our schools
and it seems that Renmark
may niet be an isolated ince
dent”,

*] am calling on the State
Education Minister Blair
Boyer to immedigtely put
2 halt to afk third-party pro-
viders entering our schools
te deliver ‘Sexual and
Respeciful Relationship® con-
tent and corriculum untit a fult
audit and investipation can be
condicted,” he said.

“We need to make sure that
out chitdren are protected
and that mistakes fike what
has occirrad at Renmark High
Schoot de not happen again.”™

One Nation MPs call
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School sex ed fallout goes on

Muray Pioneer, Renmark

School
sex ed
fallout
goes on

THE fzifowt from the
Renmark High School-
headspace Berrl sex
education information
session has continned
this week, with local
politictans among thoge
wading into the contro-
versy,

Delivered to year
9 pirls without paren-
tal consent and minusg
any teachers, the pres-
etilation — delivered on
March 22 — expoged su-
dents to the concepts of
incest and bestiality, and
enraged some parenis.

Chaffey MP Tim
Whetstong said he was
“horrified” by the con-
tent of the presentation,
while Libeml Party col-
league and Barker MP
Tony Pasin said he wag
“appalled” and had
spoken to the CEQ of
Focus One Health,

Rivertand-based
Liberat MLC, Dr Nicola
Centofanti has described
the incident as “abhor-
rent angl quite frankly
unbelievable® and
vewed to bring the mat-
ter to state parliament
this week.

The controversy has
hit the fiont page of The
Advertiser and made TV
news services,

Yesterday Dr Kevin
Donnelly, of the ACUS
PM Glynn Institute,
hecatne the latest poblic
figure to weigh in on the
fzyue,
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