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SENATOR PETER WHISH-WILSON

Australian Greens Senator for Tasmania
23 July 2018

Threatened Species Scientific Committee
¢/- Species Information and Policy Section
Department of the Environment and Energy

GPO Box 787
Canberra ACT 2601
Via email: tsscsecretariat@environment.gov.au

Dear Threatened Species Scientific Committee

We are writing to you to ask that you formally review the EPNC listing status of the Maugean skate (Zearajo
maugeana) and advise the Minister as to whether a recovery plan needs to be put in place.
The conservation status of the Maugean skate has not been reviewed since its listing as Endangered on 4
March 2004. At that time, the conservation advice noted in that listing that, “the priority recovery and
threat abatement actions required for this species are:

e protect species’ habitat in the two estuaries where it is found from direct physical disturbance; and

¢ monitor and manage the impacts of incidental fishing.

And that, “Longer term issues that should be considered in broader landscape, regional and or recovery
planning include the reduction and ongoing monitoring of pollution levels in Macquarie Harbour, the
control of introduced marine species, and an investigation of the suitability of designating habitat areas as
Marine Protected Areas.”

The Listing (http://www.environment.gov.au/node/16438 ) also noted that, “No Recovery Plan is currently
in place for the Maugean Skate” but that the “Priority for the development of recovery plan” is “High”.

In November 2009, the Maugean Skate was placed on the “Recovery Plan not commenced” list and, as of
now, there is no recovery plan in place. Similarly, there are no areas within the skate’s known extent that
are currently designated as marine protected areas.

We strongly urge you to consider uplisting the species to critically endangered and recommending the
development of a recovery plan for two major reasons:

1. The Maugean skate is listed as having two sub-populations (Macquarie Harbour and Bathurst
Harbour), however there have been no records in Bathurst Harbour since March 1992 despite
exhaustive dedicated surveys for the species. [f this sub-population is extinct then it reduces the
numbers of sub-populations to one and dramatically reduces the extent of occurrence and the area
of accupancy of the species. Recent studies have also indicated that the Maugean Skate population
in Macquarie Harbour have a narrow home range with strong site fidelity and thus are unlikely to
exit the Harbour and re-establish populations in other areas.

2. When the listing was made in 2004, there was no consideration of the future impact of fish farms.
Since the listing, the expansion of fish farming in Macquarie Harbour has sharply impacted on the
health of the Harbour and subsequently impacted on the extinction risk for the Maugean Skate.
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The expansion of fish farming has led to the sharp decdline in dissolved oxygen levels in the Harbour,
particularly at lower depths. This has further limited the available habitat to the Maugean skate to
a narrow band of 5 to 15 metres depth. The very low oxygen levels may also impact on the survival
of eggs of this spedies.

Given the new information available about the impacts from fish farming on the Maugean Skate in
Macquarie Harbour and regarding the 26 year absence of records from Bathurst Harbour, we urge you to
reconsider the conservation status of this spedies.

We also ask you to provide guidance on what a recovery plan should include with reference to:
e Marine protected areas required within Macquarie Harbour

e A fish-farming biomass cap and harbour-wide fallow periods required to secure the future of the
Maugean skate
e The need for re-introductions of the species into Bathurst Harbour.

Senator Whish-Wilson and Jarrod Edwards
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