Attachment 20

Constituency statement on flooding

SPEECH

Date Tuesday, 8 November 2022 Source House
Page 2597 Proof No
Questioner Responder
Speaker Shorten, Bill MP Quiestion No.

Mr SHORTEX {Maribyrnong—Minister for the Nati onal Dissbility lnsurance Scheme and Minister for
Government Services) (16:20): In Auvstralia we're witnessing communities enduring catastrophic flooding far
too often. Just weeks ago my own electorate of Maribyrnong, which I've represented for 14 years, and the
neighbouring electorate of Fraser were one of these communities. 1 visited flood affected areas of Maribyrnong
and Moonee Valley on the day the river peaked and was shocked by what 1 saw. The Maribyrnong River,
usually the heartbeat of our community, a place for people to pather for picnics and play and park runs, had
threatened hormes, lives and livelthoods. Many flood affected residenis | spoke to on that day and the next day
were overwhelmed by the losses that they could not even begin to caleulate, yet thay still managed to think of
others. People put everything asids 1o help neighbours,

1 heard storica of eldcrly reaidents being wnsure and reluctant to abandon their bomes because of the mpidly rising
river, the homes where they'd raised their families and which hold their memories. 1t was these older community
members whom neighbours rallied around and rescued. Older Austrafians who may not have known there was
government support were collected by neighbours and driven to the emergency centre where a Services Australia
teatns had been swittly deployed o help flood victims.

Then there was Darren Syrmington and his family who, with nowhere to live, were vicims of a callous act of
looting in the subsequent days. Their accounts were drzined and credit cards maxed out. Everything that could
go wrong unfortunately did go wrong. Darren reached out to my office for help. and we helped. He sang my
offce just teday to say he was approciative of the good wark of my staff at a time when his brain was mush.
We were able to at least zlleviate some of the siress. And I want to give a showtout 1o remarkable Moonee Ponds
West Primary School teacher Kim Simmons for bringing Darren’s story to my attention se we could have the
opportunity to help.

The list of people I wish to acknowledge ix far 100 long for the brief 1ime allocated today, but I want 10 mention
the Victorian State Emernency Service, who did at feast 60 rescues: Maribyrnong City Council, led by their
mayor, Anthony Tran, and CEO, Celia Haddock; Moonee Valley City Council and their CEO, Helen Sui. and
Councillor Rose Iser, in particular; Victorian governmem stafl* the Victorian Police; and: of course; all the
volumesrs. 1 aizo want to acknowledge the conncil workers, the unsung heroes, who've beea doing the work on
that day and ever since. | acknowledge the federal member for Fraser, Daniel Mulino, who's been remarkably
diligent; state members Katie Hall, Ben Camroll and Danny Pearson; and, because floedwaters don't respect
electoral boundaries. the wonderful people in my Maribymong office, who have fielded hurdreds of calls and
helped anyone who needed assistance regardless of their address. But my bigpest thanks are reserved for the
people of the Maribyrnong River corridor. ] love our neighbourhooad. T admire their spirit and resilience and their
willingness to put their own ne2ds aside to help others. It has just been humbling.
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Funetal of Cr
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I'm honoured to stand here and speak about . and incredibly
grateful to and fer giving me the chance to do so.

It's easy to find good wards te say about

The mere mention of his name makes people light up.

Someone who commented on a Facebook post about Jim's passing

even likened him to Santa Claus because he was so joyful ...

What 2 wonderful compliment to say someone is full of joy.

But that describad perfectiy.

A man with an interest in ‘everything’, and larger than life in everything

he did.

In the way he loved his family —who generously shared him with the

30,000 plus voters of Moonee Valley's Mymong Ward. ..

...the way he walked the length and breadth of the ward on weekends —
visiting commiunity events, sports clubs, parks, playing his beloved lawn

bowls...



100" Birthday message

105 birthaay
Vitien 1o e resarded 30 Hoversber 2022
1922 was a year of many ivonic evenis.

The Sui Mews Pietoial was lunehed in Melbourne. Qanias stared its fist passenger gt

Vegesmite was invented. hnd was bard in Alberi Park.

Livinng i the Paseae Vale are foe Uie fase 93 years — many of those decades spent Ehere with yout

Baloved e wile, - makes you someifiing af an anchar in 8 ses of isrmense dhange.

Yo [oyalty ko this part of Melbounne is also evident in your career as an efeclvician with the

i's aot alten you fing sorseone who has warked fram appeenticeship o reti 1t owith the
samie ergployer.
A ligtle bindy told us thar at one stage when you were wesking Tar the Coencil pou beearne aware of

senke market gardeners down along Merei Creskowho difa't hawve any elestricity. Lo and badiold,

somehow, as if by otagic, those hard werking osigrants got hoaked intes the grid and free pewerl

It sure nat even your dad, a5 . wibuld have hasiiied you for that.

Your daughter painis a gietune of 8 man with a stroog percenality who B indepensent and

advocaies far himaelf. Ooe of the generation Bred a bit taugher than those of us who fedlswed,
illuigirated this paint wien She spole al @ visit ymeihade b e in NaniBowur, She was't suie

why yesu wine igiading hes seminders to Wake pour pills until evertsally, & Ritie annoyed, you wold her

1he anly Lablers you take are one for reflux and & VitaimninD. | ENink we tan gy, , Hhast yai are

1he text book definitian of rude heal
Pt loves learming abour the anay of experientes you cin inak B3EK o &5 yoe teath pour eéntenary.

Fram your days of shiooting rabhird fiar 14 MoCraith (mac-ray) Rabbit Berchants; wadking at the 1056
Oflympics; being & in-demand dance pariner 31 Sawnday right sodals; (o heading out lishing on the

houseboat you and your mates built.
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Fediow ys an Lpeshoalk &
Foliow GServtewdorAl) o Taites

¥ scknowiedge the Traditional Custodians of the lands we Live on. | pay my respects io olf Elders, paat and present, of
Al Abariginal and Torres Strait bsiander naticns.
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29 July 2023

Speech— 15 mins, %A 15 minutes

...or ‘fhvolvement in a fife situation’, as it is termed by the World Health

Organization.

The goal of the NDIS Is to offer necessary and reasohable suppotts 1o
Australians with disability so they — and their families — can particlpate in

life.

It's 2 pretty simple ask.

...and | won't mince my weords, it went off the rails.
t establish a

Early intervention

As with the esteemed sclence community, some of whom are with us
loday, the NDIS is considering the importance of early intervention in

reducing suppaort required later ln life.

Now | just want to emphasise that does not mean getling ‘kicked off the
scheme’ down the frack [ust because there has been this type of pre-

emptive support.



