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COMMUNITY AFFAIRS LEGISLATION COMMITTEE – HEALTH AND AGED CARE PORTFOLIO – 2023–24 SUPPLEMENTARY BUDGET ESTIMATES - INDEX OF 
QUESTIONS ON NOTICE – 26 OCTOBER 2023 

 

QoN No. 
Department
/Agency 

Senator Subject Ques�on 
Hansard 
page/Writen 

Hearing 
date/date 
received 

SQ23-
002212 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Gerard 
Rennick 

Final study 
reports for 
Study 
BNT162-01 

42. The Product Assessment Report for the Pfizer Covid vaccine said 
it had provisional approval to prevent coronavirus disease (Page 7). 
The PAR did not say it was approved to only reduce serious illness or 
hospitalisa�on. The PAR then goes on to say, ''Con�nued approval 
depends on the evidence of longer term efficacy and safety from 
ongoing clinical trials and postmarket assessment.'' Does the TGA 
admit the Pfizer Covid vaccine did not meet its stated aim of 
preven�ng infec�on? 
66. Page 35 of the Product Assessment Report says, ''''Submit the 
final completed study report for Study C4591001 with 24 months 
follow up dura�on when it becomes available. – Submit final study 
reports for Study BNT162-01 once completed, including data on 
healthy subjects.'''' Have these reports been submited and if so, can 
they be provided? If not, why not?'' Writen 6/11/2023 

SQ23-
002162 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Anne 
Ruston 

Prescribed 
List: Post-
Lis�ng 
Review - 
TAVI 

I refer to my Parliamentary Ques�on on No�ce 1998, asked on 13 
April 2023 about Prostheses List Post Lis�ng Reviews. The Minister's 
answer said that the next tranche of Post Lis�ng Reviews had yet to 
be announced. 
1. Is this s�ll the case? 
2. Has a decision been made on what devices are the subject of the 
next tranche of reviews? 
3. What was the total spend on consultants for the first four PL 

Writen 6/11/2023 
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lis�ng reviews? 
4. What are the criteria being used to select a product for a post 
lis�ng review? 
5. Are you aware of documents released under FoI request 4427 
which indicate the scope of work in rela�on to Transcatheter Aor�c 
Valve Implanta�on (TAVI) post lis�ng review was finalised before the 
13 April 2023. How does this align with the response from the 
Department to my QoN? 
6. Has a decision been made to undertake a Post Lis�ng Review of 
TAVI? 
7. On page: 20 of FOI 442, an internal email dated 28 February it 
states: ''We want to make sure we develop our approach to this 
review with the ‘outcome' in mind''. What is the outcome in mind? Is 
this a genuine process or a predetermined outcome? 
8. Did the four pilot reviews have an outcome in mind before you 
spent thousands of taxpayer dollars on consultants to conduct so-
called independent reviews? 
9. On page 25 of FoI 4427 A table indicates ''concern with TAVI due 
to uncertain�es about compara�ve clinical effec�veness and cost 
effec�veness of the exis�ng PL benefit for these devices.'' Where 
have these concerns arisen, considering MSAC has recommended 
TAVI on not one but three separate occasions including as recently as 
July 2021? 
10. What is the point of three MSAC evalua�ons to establish 
compara�ve clinical and cost effec�veness if the Department wants 
another assessment within two years of the MSAC 
recommenda�on? 

SQ23-
001996 

Department 
of Health 

Anne 
Ruston 

Correspond
ence from 
unions in 

Senator RUSTON: Have you had any correspondence from unions in 
rela�on to the Beter Access program and the reinstatement of those 
10 addi�onal Medicare subsidised sessions? 

125-126 
26/10/202
3 
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and Aged 
Care 

rela�on to 
Beter 
Access 
program 

Ms Field: Not to our knowledge. 
Senator RUSTON: Can you take that on no�ce, and, if you have 
received any correspondence from any of these bodies, could you 
provide copies of that correspondence? 
Ms Field: Absolutely, yes. 

SQ23-
002408 

Australian 
Institute of 
Health and 
Welfare 

Jane 
Hume 

Solicited or 
encouraged 
dona�ons 
to the YES 
Campaign - 
Australian 
Ins�tute of 
Health & 
Welfare 

40. It was reported in the The Age and Sydney Morning Herald by 
journalists Richard Baker, Nick McKenzie and Hannah Bowers that Mr 
Richard Prat said that he had donated $1 million to the Voice 
referendum's Yes campaign because he had fielded a request to do 
so from a senior adviser to Prime Minister Anthony Albanese.   
 
a. Have any personal staff in the Office of the Minister solicited or 
encouraged dona�ons to the YES Campaign prior to or during the 
course of the referendum campaign?  
 
b. Have any personal staff in the Office of the Minister solicited or 
encouraged dona�ons to the YES Campaign on the basis of policy 
decisions? Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002407 

Australian 
Institute of 
Health and 
Welfare 

Jane 
Hume 

ChatGPT on 
internal 
networks - 
Australian 
Ins�tute of 
Health & 
Welfare 

39. Does the department/agency allow for the use of ChatGPT on 
the internal network?   
 
  
 
If so, what risk management and governance mechanisms are in 
place to protect government data?   
 
a. Please provide the department/agency policy on use of ar�ficial 
intelligence. Writen 3/11/2023 
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SQ23-
002406 

Australian 
Institute of 
Health and 
Welfare 

Jane 
Hume 

Flexible 
work 
arrangeme
nt - 
Australian 
Ins�tute of 
Health & 
Welfare 

38. How many staff have a flexible work arrangement in place that 
enables them to work from home?   
 
a. Please provide a breakdown including;  
 
i. The propor�on of staff who work from home one day a week?   
 
ii. The propor�on of staff who work from home two days a week?   
 
iii. The propor�on of staff who work from home three days a week?   
 
iv. The propor�on of staff who work from home four days a week?   
 
v. The propor�on of staff who work from home five days a week?   
 
b. What is the annual cost of ren�ng out office space for employees?  
 
c. Please provide a copy of the department/agency's work from 
home policy. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002405 

Australian 
Institute of 
Health and 
Welfare 

Jane 
Hume 

Ten largest 
movements 
of funds in 
the most 
recent 
financial 
year - 
Australian 
Ins�tute of 

37. For the por�olio, please provide a list of the ten largest 
movements of funds in the most recent financial year, including a 
profile of the forward es�mates for the impact of the movement. Writen 3/11/2023 
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Health & 
Welfare 

SQ23-
002404 

Australian 
Institute of 
Health and 
Welfare 

Jane 
Hume 

Ten largest 
es�mate 
varia�ons 
in the most 
recent 
financial 
year - 
Australian 
Ins�tute of 
Health & 
Welfare 

36. For the por�olio, please provide a list of the ten largest es�mate 
varia�ons in the most recent financial year. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002403 

Australian 
Institute of 
Health and 
Welfare 

Jane 
Hume 

Freedom of 
informa�on 
applica�on
s has the 
Ministers 
office 
received 
since 1 July 
2023 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Ins�tute of 
Health & 
Welfare 

35. How many freedom of informa�on applica�ons have been 
received by the Minister's office since 1 July 2023?  
 
Please provide a breakdown including;  
 
a. the number of applica�ons by Minister,  
 
i. the number of applica�ons that are yet to be decided;  
 
ii. the number of applica�ons refused; and  
 
iii. the number of applica�ons overdue, including the number of days 
overdue. Writen 3/11/2023 
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SQ23-
002402 

Australian 
Institute of 
Health and 
Welfare 

Jane 
Hume 

Freedom of 
informa�on 
applica�on
s has the 
departmen
t/agency 
received 
since 1 July 
202 to 23 
October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Ins�tute of 
Health & 
Welfare 

34. How many freedom of informa�on applica�ons has the 
department/agency received since 1 July 2023?  
 
Please provide a breakdown of the number including;  
 
a. the number of applica�ons withdrawn;  
 
b. the number of applica�ons refused under sec�on 34 of the 
Freedom of Informa�on Act 1982;  
 
c. the number of applica�ons refused under sec�on 24 of the 
Freedom of Informa�on Act 1982;  
 
d. the number of applica�ons refused under sec�on 24A of the 
Freedom of Informa�on Act 1982;  
 
e. the number of applica�ons subject to internal review;  
 
f. the number of applica�ons subject to review by the OAIC;  
 
g. the number of applica�ons subject to review by the AAT;  
 
h. the number of applica�ons subject to review by the Federal Court; 
and  
 
i. the number of applica�ons where the original decision has been 
overturned. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002401 

Australian 
Institute of 

Jane 
Hume 

Provision of 
market 
research to 

33. Has the department/agency provided any Minister's office with 
market research conducted in rela�on to a   
 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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Health and 
Welfare 

any 
Ministers 
Office in 
rela�on to 
a 
Commonw
ealth 
Informa�on 
and 
Adver�sing 
Campaign - 
Australian 
Ins�tute of 
Health & 
Welfare 

commonwealth Informa�on and Adver�sing Campaign?  
 
Please provide a list of the Ministers and the date on which they 
were provided the research. 

SQ23-
002400 

Australian 
Institute of 
Health and 
Welfare 

Jane 
Hume 

Current ASL 
allocated to 
the 
departmen
t/agency as 
at 1 July 
2023 - 
Australian 
Ins�tute of 
Health & 
Welfare 

32. Please provide the number of current ASL allocated to the 
department/agency as at 1 July 2023.  
 
  
 
Please provide:   
 
a. Total number of ASL;   
 
b. Total number of FTE by APS classifica�on;  
 
c. the number of ASL allocated to each outcome for which the 
department/agency is responsible; and  
 
d. the number of FTE, by classifica�on, allocated to each outcome for 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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which the department/agency is responsible; and  
 
e. The number of FTE posi�ons that are not currently filled, broken 
down by classifica�on. 

SQ23-
002399 

Australian 
Institute of 
Health and 
Welfare 

Jane 
Hume 

Requests 
from 
por�olio 
Minister's 
offices 
seeking 
data or 
informa�on 
by 
electorate 
since 1 July 
2023 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Ins�tute of 
Health & 
Welfare 

31. Since 1 July 2023, has the department / agency ever received a 
request from a por�olio minister's office seeking data or informa�on 
separated out by electorate?   
 
a. Please provide a list of all requests, including any �meframe 
provided for a response, whether a response was provided, and the 
context of the request if provided.   
 
b. Please provide a copy of all responses to the request. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002398 

Australian 
Institute of 
Health and 
Welfare 

Jane 
Hume 

New 
en��es 
created, 
wound up, 
amalgamat
ed, ceased 
or 

29. How many new en��es (including advisory boards and agencies) 
have been created within the por�olio since May 2022?   
 
Please list each en�ty, its purpose, and the date it was created.  
 
  
 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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disbanded 
since May 
2022 - 
Australian 
Ins�tute of 
Health & 
Welfare 

30. How many new en��es (including advisory boards and agencies) 
have been wound up, amalgamated, ceased or disbanded since May 
2022?  
 
Please list each en�ty, its purpose, and the date it was wound up, 
amalgamated, ceased, or disbanded. 

SQ23-
002397 

Australian 
Institute of 
Health and 
Welfare 

Jane 
Hume 

List of 
membershi
ps for 
Commonw
ealth inter-
departmen
tal 
commitees 
- Australian 
Ins�tute of 
Health & 
Welfare 

28. Please provide a list of the interdepartmental commitees that 
the department/agency par�cipates in or provides representa�on to.  
 
  
 
Please provide:  
 
a. the name of the interdepartmental commitee;  
 
b. a list of the membership;  
 
c. the date it was established; and  
 
d. its purpose. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002396 

Australian 
Institute of 
Health and 
Welfare 

Jane 
Hume 

Current 
reviews 
and 
completed 
reviews 
since 1 July 
2022 to 26 
October 

26. Please provide a list of the number of reviews that the 
department/agency is currently conduc�ng.   
 
Please provide:  
 
a. the name of the review;  
 
b. the purpose of the review;  

Writen 3/11/2023 
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2023 - 
Australian 
Ins�tute of 
Health & 
Welfare 

 
c. the name or names of the reviewer(s);  
 
d. the remunera�on for each of the reviewer(s);  
 
e. the budgeted cost of the review;  
 
f. the amount spent to date; and  
 
g. the date the review is due to be completed.  
 
  
 
27. Please provide a list of the number of reviews that the 
department/agency has completed since 1 July 2022.   
 
Please provide:   
 
a. the name of the review;  
 
b. the purpose of the review;  
 
c. the name or names of the reviewer(s);  
 
d. the remunera�on for each of the reviewer(s);  
 
e. the budgeted cost of the review;  
 
f. the amount spent;  
 
g. the date the review was due to be completed;  
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h. the date the review was completed;  
 
i. the date the review was provided to the Department;  
 
j. the date the review was provided to the Minister; and  
 
k. the date the review was provided to the Minister's office. 

SQ23-
002395 

Australian 
Institute of 
Health and 
Welfare 

Jane 
Hume 

Comcare 
and Fair 
Work 
Commissio
n referrals 
and claims 
in current 
financial 
year to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Ins�tute of 
Health & 
Welfare 

24. In rela�on to department/agency:  
 
a. In the current financial year to date, how many maters have been 
referred to Comcare?  
 
b. Of those claims referred to Comcare, redac�ng confiden�al 
informa�on, advise in which division the claimant works or worked 
and the circumstances surrounding the claim.  
 
c. What has the Department/agency learned from past Comcare 
claims?  
 
d. Of those employees who submited a Comcare claim, how many 
returned to work a�er a period of absence?  
 
  
 
25. In rela�on to the department/agency:  
 
a. In the current financial year to date, how many maters have been 
referred to the Fair Work Commission?  
 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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b. Of those maters referred to either, please provide a 
comprehensive account of the circumstances, redac�ng confiden�al 
informa�on, including in which division the employee is or was 
employed, the nature of the complaint and the nature of the 
determina�on of the Fair Work Commission, Fair Work Ombudsman 
and/or conciliator. 

SQ23-
002394 

Australian 
Institute of 
Health and 
Welfare 

Jane 
Hume 

Use of 
departmen
tal/agency 
credit cards  
in financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Ins�tute of 
Health & 
Welfare 

In rela�on to departmental use of credit cards:  
 
a. How many credit cards are currently on issue for department or 
agency staff?  
 
b. What was the value of the largest reported purchase on a credit 
card in financial year 2023/24 to date and what was it for?  
 
c. How much interest was paid on amounts outstanding from credit 
cards in financial year 2023/24 to date?  
 
d. How much was paid in late fees on amounts outstanding from 
credit cards in financial year 2023/24 to date?  
 
e. What was the largest amount outstanding on a single card at the 
end of a payment period in financial year 2023/24 to date?  
 
f. How many credit cards were reported as lost or stolen in financial 
year 2023/24 to date and what was the cost of their replacement?    
 
g. How many credit card purchases were deemed to be illegi�mate 
or contrary to department or agency policy in financial year 2023/24 
to date? What was the total value of those purchases? How many 
purchases were asked to be repaid on that basis in financial year 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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2023/24 to date and what was the total value thereof? Were all 
those amounts actually repaid? If no, how many were not repaid, 
and what was the total value thereof?  
 
h. What was the largest purchase that was deemed illegi�mate or 
contrary to department or agency policy and asked to be repaid in 
financial year 2023/243 to date? What that amount actually repaid, 
in full? If no, what amount was le� unpaid?  
 
i. Are any credit cards currently on issue connected to rewards 
schemes? Do staff receive any personal benefit as a result of those 
reward schemes?  
 
j. Please provide a copy of the department or agency's staff credit 
card policy.  
 
k. Please denote any changes to this policy that have been made 
since February 2023 

SQ23-
002393 

Australian 
Institute of 
Health and 
Welfare 

Jane 
Hume 

Total 
expenditur
e on 
promo�ona
l 
merchandis
e in 
financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
date - 
Australian 

22. What was the Department's/agency's total expenditure on 
promo�onal merchandise in financial year 2023/24 to date?   
 
  
 
Please provide an itemised list of the merchandise purchased with 
costs.   
 
  
 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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Ins�tute of 
Health & 
Welfare 

Please provide examples and photographs of the merchandise 
purchased 

SQ23-
002392 

Australian 
Institute of 
Health and 
Welfare 

Jane 
Hume 

Total 
expenditur
e on media 
monitoring, 
adver�sing 
and 
campaigns 
financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Ins�tute of 
Health & 
Welfare 

20. What was the Department's/agency's total expenditure on media 
monitoring services in financial year 2023/24 to date?  
 
  
 
21. What was the Department's/agency's total expenditure on 
adver�sing and informa�on campaigns in financial year 2023/24 to 
date?   
 
  
 
Please provide an itemised list of the campaigns, their purpose, and 
their expected costs. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002391 

Australian 
Institute of 
Health and 
Welfare 

Jane 
Hume 

Travel costs 
for financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Ins�tute of 
Health & 
Welfare 

16. Please provide an itemised list of the Secretary's/agency deputy 
head's travel for financial year 2023/24 to date, including costs of 
flights and accommoda�on.  
 
  
 
17. Please provide an itemised list of each Deputy Secretary's/agency 
head's travel for financial year 2023/24 to date, including costs of 
flights and accommoda�on.  
 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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19. What was the total cost of staff travel for departmental/agency 
employees in financial year 2023/24 to date? 

SQ23-
002390 

Australian 
Institute of 
Health and 
Welfare 

Jane 
Hume 

Furniture, 
fixtures or 
fi�ngs 
upgraded 
in financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Ins�tute of 
Health & 
Welfare 

15. Were the furniture, fixtures or fi�ngs of the Secretary's/agency 
head's office, or the offices of any Deputy Secretaries/execu�ve 
leadership team members, upgraded in financial year 2023/24 to 
date?   
 
  
 
Please provide an itemised list of costs (GST inclusive). Please 
provide photographs of the works conducted.  
 
  
 
18. Were the facili�es of any of the Departments/agency premises 
upgraded in financial year 2023/24 to date, for example, staff room 
refurbishments, kitchen refurbishments, bathroom refurbishments, 
the purchase of any new fridges, coffee machines, or other kitchen 
equipment?   
 
  
 
Please provide a detailed descrip�on of the relevant facili�es 
upgraded together with an itemised list of costs (GST inclusive).   
 
  

Writen 3/11/2023 
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Please provide photographs of the upgraded facili�es. 

SQ23-
002389 

Australian 
Institute of 
Health and 
Welfare 

Jane 
Hume 

Expenditur
e on any 
func�ons 
or official 
recep�ons 
(etc) 
hosted by 
the 
Departmen
t/Agency or 
Ministers/A
ssistant 
Ministers in 
financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Ins�tute of 
Health & 
Welfare 

13. In rela�on to expenditure on any func�ons or official recep�ons 
etc hosted by the Department or agencies in the por�olio in financial 
year 2023/24 to date, please provide the following:  
 
a. List of func�ons;  
 
b. List of atendees;  
 
c. Func�on venue;  
 
d. Itemised list of costs (GST inclusive);  
 
e. Details of any food served;  
 
f. Details of any wines or champagnes served including brand and 
vintage; and  
 
g. Details of any entertainment provided.  
 
  
 
14. In rela�on to any func�ons or official recep�ons hosted by 
Ministers or Assistant Ministers in the por�olio in financial year 
2023/24 to date, please provide the following:  
 
a. List of func�ons;  
 
b. List of atendees;  

Writen 3/11/2023 
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c. Func�on venue;  
 
d. Itemised list of costs (GST inclusive);  
 
e. Details of any food served;  
 
f. Details of any wines or champagnes served including brand and 
vintage; and  
 
g. Details of any entertainment provided. 

SQ23-
002388 

Australian 
Institute of 
Health and 
Welfare 

Jane 
Hume 

2022-23 
October 
Budget, 
Savings 
from 
External 
Labour, and 
Savings 
from 
Adver�sing
, Travel and 
Legal 
Expenses - 
Australian 
Ins�tute of 
Health & 
Welfare 

12. In rela�on to the measure in the 2022-23 October Budget, 
Savings from External Labour, and Savings from Adver�sing, Travel 
and Legal Expenses.   
 
a. What was the value of savings that the Department/agency was 
requested to deliver for the 2022-23 year in aggregate?   
 
  
 
b. Has the Department/agency iden�fied the savings they will make 
across the following areas to achieve this cut:   
 
i. External labour hire   
 
ii. Consultancy  
 
iii. Adver�sing campaigns   
 
iv. Travel   

Writen 3/11/2023 
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v. Legal expenses   
 
  
 
c. Can the Department/agency provide a breakdown of the funding 
reduc�ons they have made in totality, and in each of the above 
areas, and what they relate to?   
 
  
 
d. Has the Department/agency been informed of the cut that will be 
made to their funding in the next financial year, or the rest of the 
forward es�mates?   
 
  
 
e. Can the Department/agency confirm the total new number of 
contracts (ongoing and termina�ng) and total cost of these contracts 
issued on AusTender since 30 June 2022 which relate to the 
following areas:   
 
i. External labour hire   
 
ii. Consultancy  
 
iii. Adver�sing campaigns   
 
iv. Travel   
 
v. Legal expenses   
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f. Please provide a breakdown of the value of contracts across each 
area and iden�fy the categories on AusTender which are used to 
determine the Departments iden�fica�on of the contracts.   
 
i. Is the Department/agency on track to meet the saving target?   
 
ii. Has the Department/agency sought an exemp�on or alterna�on 
from/to the savings target?   
 
iii. If so, why and was it approved? 

SQ23-
002387 

Australian 
Institute of 
Health and 
Welfare 

Jane 
Hume 

List of 
membershi
ps for 
Commonw
ealth 
taskforces - 
Australian 
Ins�tute of 
Health & 
Welfare 

11. Please provide a list of all the Commonwealth taskforces of 
which the Department/agency has membership.   
 
  
 
Please specify where there are changes to the list since May 2023. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002386 

Australian 
Institute of 
Health and 
Welfare 

Jane 
Hume 

List of 
membershi
ps for 
Commonw
ealth inter-
departmen

10. Please provide a list of all the Commonwealth inter-departmental 
commitees of which the Department/agency has membership.   
 
  
 
Please specify where there are changes to the list since May 2023. Writen 3/11/2023 
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tal 
commitees 
- Australian 
Ins�tute of 
Health & 
welfare 

SQ23-
002385 

Australian 
Institute of 
Health and 
Welfare 

Jane 
Hume 

Paper 
usage from 
Australian 
producers 
and 
overseas - 
Australian 
Ins�tute of 
Health & 
Welfare 

9. Please provide the amount of paper the Department/agency 
sources from Australian producers and from overseas producers.   
 
  
 
Please provide the amount in dollar value on a financial year basis 
for the last five financial years. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002384 

Australian 
Institute of 
Health and 
Welfare 

Jane 
Hume 

New policy 
proposals 
provided to 
por�olio 
Minister 
offices 
since 1 July 
2023 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Ins�tute of 

8. How many New Policy Proposals has the Department/agency 
provided to each Minister in its por�olio since 1 July 2023?   
 
  
 
Please provide a list with the number of New Policy Proposals by 
Minister, and the date of the first provided New Policy Proposal. Writen 3/11/2023 
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Health & 
Welfare 

SQ23-
002383 

Australian 
Institute of 
Health and 
Welfare 

Jane 
Hume 

Mee�ngs 
between 
Secretary/A
gency head 
with 
Ministers -- 
Australian 
Ins�tute of 
Health & 
Welfare 

5. How many mee�ngs has the Secretary/agency head had with the 
Ministers in their por�olio since 1 July 2023?    
 
   
 
Please provide a list with the number of mee�ngs by Minister, and 
the date of the first mee�ng with each Minister.   
 
   
 
6. How many mee�ngs has the Secretary/agency head had with any 
Ministers not in their por�olio since 1 July 2023?   
 
   
 
Please provide a list with the number of mee�ngs by Minister, and 
the date of the first mee�ng with each Minister. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002382 

Australian 
Institute of 
Health and 
Welfare 

Jane 
Hume 

Departmen
tal staff and 
Departmen
tal Liaison 
Officer's 
allocated to 
por�olio 
Ministers' 
offices - 
Australian 

3. How many Departmental Liaison Officers have been allocated to 
each Minister in the por�olio?   
 
  
 
Please provide a list that outlines the level of the member of the 
department, the Minister they have been allocated to, and the �me 
they have been allocated to the Minister.  
 
  

Writen 3/11/2023 
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Ins�tute of 
Health & 
Welfare 

 
Please denote any change in this alloca�on since May 2023.    
 
  
 
4. How many staff have been provided to Ministers offices not in a 
capacity as a Departmental Liaison Officer?  
 
  
 
Please provide a list that outlines the level of the member of the 
department, the Minister they have been allocated to, and the �me 
they have been allocated to the Minister.  
 
  
 
Please denote any change in this alloca�on since May 2023. 

SQ23-
002381 

Australian 
Institute of 
Health and 
Welfare 

Jane 
Hume 

Hospitality 
provided to 
por�olio 
Ministers' 
offices 
since 1 July 
2023 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Ins�tute of 

2. Since 1 July 2023, has the Department provided any hospitality in 
Ministers' offices?  
 
  
 
Please specify the date, itemised cost, purpose, and atendees for 
the hospitality.  
 
  
 
Since 1 July 2023, have there been any amendments to the 
Department's policy on providing hospitality in the Ministers offices?   
 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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Health & 
Welfare 

  
 
If so, please provide a copy of the policy and a reference for the 
amendment 

SQ23-
002380 

Australian 
Institute of 
Health and 
Welfare 

Jane 
Hume 

Provision 
and 
turnaround 
of 
Ministerial 
Briefs since 
1 July 2023 
to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Ins�tute of 
Health & 
Welfare 

Since 1 July 2023, has the Department/Agency been provided with 
advice or a direc�on on a minimum turnaround �me for 
considera�on of briefs by the Minister??  
 
  
 
If so, when was this advice provided to the Department?  
 
Please provide the minimum turnaround requirement.   
  
If there has been a change in a previously set minimum turnaround 
requirement, please provide:  
 
the previous turnaround requirement; and the date the change was 
requested.?  
 
  
 
7. How many briefs has the Department/agency provided to each 
Minister in its por�olio? Please provide a list with the number of 
briefs for each Minister, and the date of the first provided brief.   
 
  
How many briefs have been returned to the Department for redra�? 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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Please provide a list with the number of briefs for each Minister, and 
the dates of the return of briefs to the Department.? 

SQ23-
002810 

National 
Mental 
Health 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

Current ASL 
allocated to 
the 
departmen
t/agency as 
at 1 July 
2023 - 
Na�onal 
Mental 
Health 
Commissio
n 

32. Please provide the number of current ASL allocated to the 
department/agency as at 1 July 2023.  
 
  
 
Please provide:   
 
a. Total number of ASL;   
 
b. Total number of FTE by APS classifica�on;  
 
c. the number of ASL allocated to each outcome for which the 
department/agency is responsible; and  
 
d. the number of FTE, by classifica�on, allocated to each outcome for 
which the department/agency is responsible; and  
 
e. The number of FTE posi�ons that are not currently filled, broken 
down by classifica�on. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002822 

National 
Mental 
Health 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

Solicited or 
encouraged 
dona�ons 
to the YES 
Campaign - 
Na�onal 
Mental 
Health 

40. It was reported in the The Age and Sydney Morning Herald by 
journalists Richard Baker, Nick McKenzie and Hannah Bowers that Mr 
Richard Prat said that he had donated $1 million to the Voice 
referendum's Yes campaign because he had fielded a request to do 
so from a senior adviser to Prime Minister Anthony Albanese.   
 
a. Have any personal staff in the Office of the Minister solicited or 
encouraged dona�ons to the YES Campaign prior to or during the 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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Commissio
n 

course of the referendum campaign?  
 
b. Have any personal staff in the Office of the Minister solicited or 
encouraged dona�ons to the YES Campaign on the basis of policy 
decisions? 

SQ23-
001995 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Anne 
Ruston 

New 
measures 
applied 
a�er 
January 
2023 
roundtable 
with 
mental 
health 
professiona
ls 

Senator RUSTON: I'd just like to know if any new measures have 
been put in place following the roundtable with mental health 
professionals held in January 2023. 
Ms Field: In the budget, $586.9 million was announced, which 
looked at a number of workforce ini�a�ves, par�cularly around 
psychology and filling urgent gaps around con�nuing services. I can 
go through those but I'm happy to put them on no�ce. 
Senator RUSTON: That would be great. 125 

26/10/202
3 

SQ23-
002261 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Jane 
Hume 

Ten largest 
movements 
of funds in 
the most 
recent 
financial 
year - 
Departmen
t of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

37. For the por�olio, please provide a list of the ten largest 
movements of funds in the most recent financial year, including a 
profile of the forward es�mates for the impact of the movement. Writen 3/11/2023 
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SQ23-
002654 

Professional 
Services 
Review 

Jane 
Hume 

Provision 
and 
turnaround 
of 
Ministerial 
Briefs since 
1 July 2023 
to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Professiona
l Services 
Review 

Since 1 July 2023, has the Department/Agency been provided with 
advice or a direc�on on a minimum turnaround �me for 
considera�on of briefs by the Minister??  
 
  
 
If so, when was this advice provided to the Department?  
 
Please provide the minimum turnaround requirement.   
  
If there has been a change in a previously set minimum turnaround 
requirement, please provide:  
 
the previous turnaround requirement; and the date the change was 
requested.?  
 
  
 
7. How many briefs has the Department/agency provided to each 
Minister in its por�olio? Please provide a list with the number of 
briefs for each Minister, and the date of the first provided brief.   
 
  
How many briefs have been returned to the Department for redra�? 
Please provide a list with the number of briefs for each Minister, and 
the dates of the return of briefs to the Department.? Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002184 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Gerard 
Rennick 

Lipids in 
the covid 
19 vaccine 

16. Does the new TGA management agree with Professor Skerrit 
that the lipids in the vaccines are the same as the lipids in a steak or 
sausage you eat for breakfast? I note that two of the four lipids are 
completely new lipids that were never tested in the human body and 

Writen 6/11/2023 
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are designed to bypass the normal cell safeguards though 
transfec�on. Transfec�on is defined by Pfizer as Gene Technology 
and is a novel way for drugs to enter human cells. Why are the lipids 
that cause transfec�on considered normal by the TGA? 

SQ23-
002260 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Jane 
Hume 

Ten largest 
es�mate 
varia�ons 
in the most 
recent 
financial 
year - 
Departmen
t of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

36. For the por�olio, please provide a list of the ten largest es�mate 
varia�ons in the most recent financial year. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002075 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Anne 
Ruston 

Endometrio
sis 
Funding/Pa
in Clinics 

1. Can the Department please provide a progress update on the 
endometriosis and pelvic pain clinics? How many are up and 
running? 
2. Is the Department evalua�ng how many pa�ents have been seen 
within these clinics? Can you provide this data? Writen 6/11/2023 

SQ23-
002142 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Ralph 
Babet 

Public 
assessment 
reports for 
the three 
gene�c 
vaccines 
Phizer, 
Moderna 

1. Ques�ons for the Therapeu�c Goods Administra�on about 
Vaccine Associated Enhanced Disease 
 ''Important poten�al risks'' of Vaccine-associated Enhanced Disease 
(VAED), including Vaccine-associated Enhanced Respiratory Disease 
(VAERD) were men�oned in all the original Public Assessment 
Reports (PARs) for the three gene�c vaccines (Pfizer (BNT162b2 
(mRNA) in Table 8 of the January 2021 PAR, Moderna (Elasomeran) 
in Table 30 of the August 2021 PAR, and Astra-Zeneca (ChAdOx1-S) in 
Table 12 of the February 2021 PAR).  

Writen 6/11/2023 



28 
 

and Astra-
Zeneca 

What pharmacovigilance studies on VAED and VAERD has the TGA 
demanded or received to date?  
1.1. If such studies have been received, what do they show about 
VAED and VAERD? 
1.2. When will they be made publicly available? 
1.3. If such studies have not been received, why not, and what is the 
TGA doing to be certain that these vaccines do not make covid 
worse? 

SQ23-
002159 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Anne 
Ruston 

HTA 
Collabora�
on 

3. Is there formal documenta�on underpinning the collabora�on and 
its scope? Is there a Terms of Reference? Is there an agreement 
about informa�on sharing and confiden�ality of discussions? Please 
table these documents. 
4. What resourcing has been allocated to supported Australia's 
involvement in the Collabora�on in terms of both of Officials' �me 
and budget? 
5. Are other collabora�on partners resourced to par�cipate? 
6. When has the Collabora�on met? Was each mee�ng virtual or 
face to face? 
7. Which country is the lead partner in the Collabora�on and 
provides support including Agenda prepara�on, minutes etc for the 
Collabora�on? 
8. Can you please table the Agenda and Minutes for each mee�ng of 
the Collabora�on? 
9. Does the Collabora�on consider medicines or medicines and 
medical devices? 
10. What are the similari�es and differences with each HTA system, 
and broader health systems of the countries in the collabora�on? 
11. Do any other Collabora�on par�cipants have a public/private 
health care system like Australia's? 
12. How do each of the partners in the Collabora�on fund and assess 

Writen 6/11/2023 



29 
 

medical devices? 
13. How long does each Collabora�ng partner take to conduct a HTA 
process? Are these KPIs public/enforced? 
14. Which Collabora�ng partner cost recovers for HTA assessments? 
15. Given the informa�on stated you will be sharing, are you 
proposing to seek approval from medicines and technology sponsors 
entering into a HTA evalua�on with DOHAC for express approval to 
share informa�on about a technology as part of the work of the 
Collabora�on? 
16. In regards to horizon scanning, does this rou�nely occur in 
Australia already – either na�onally or by or with state jurisdic�ons? 

SQ23-
002241 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Jane 
Hume 

Paper 
usage from 
Australian 
producers 
and 
overseas - 
Departmen
t of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

9. Please provide the amount of paper the Department/agency 
sources from Australian producers and from overseas producers.  
 
Please provide the amount in dollar value on a financial year basis 
for the last five financial years. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002100 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Gerard 
Rennick 

Data trend 
and death 
rate in 21 
days of 
vaccina�on 

13. According to the Health Department figures provided in an 
earlier Qon, the rate of death from Omicron was higher for 
unvaccinated people over 70 than it was for the Alpha variant. Does 
this data tend to suggest that vaccinated people died in the 21 days 
a�er being vaccinated but before being counted as vaccinated? 
Please note that the TGA said that 30% of reported and suspected 
deaths from the vaccine occurred in the first week a�er the vaccine. Writen 3/11/2023 
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SQ23-
002014 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Anne 
Ruston 

New 
Medicines 
Funding 
Guarantee 

Senator RUSTON: What I'm trying to understand is, of the $2.2 billion 
that's been allocated over the forward es�mates, including this 
financial year, how much of the approvals that have been received 
under that par�cular program have been allocated to those 
approvals? You're talking about some, within reason, probably come 
out of the New Medicines Funding Guarantee. Some of them have 
already been, as you pointed out in your last answer, funded through 
other mechanisms. I'm keen to understand of the $2.2 billion budget 
for new PBS funding, an update on where that's at in terms of 
expenditure to date of that par�cular funding component as 
opposed to the- 
Ms Platona: The New Medicines Funding Guarantee? 
Senator RUSTON: No, the $2.2 billion- 
Ms Shakespeare: I think we might be able to cut through this. The 
$2.2 billion over the forward es�mates gross cash impact was the 
lis�ngs from the May '23-24 budget. There were some high-cost 
lis�ngs through the budget; plus that would have also recognised the 
lis�ngs under the minister's delega�ons that had already proceeded. 
All of those medicines will now be on the PBS. 
Senator RUSTON: How is it broken down-wholesalers, 
pharmaceu�cal bodies or companies? Is there a breakdown of that 
$2.2 billion? 
Ms Shakespeare: That can be broken down, but we don't have that 
data here. We can take that on no�ce. 
Senator RUSTON: That would be great, because it does appear to me 
there is concern more broadly in the sector about the lack of lis�ng 
and the slowing down, deferring or stalling of lis�ngs of medicines. 
I'd be very keen to get some greater level of sa�sfac�on that isn't the 
case. I haven't received that today, but I look forward to receiving 

43 
26/10/202
3 
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your responses on no�ce to demonstrate that what I'm alleging, and 
the minister says is incorrectly, is true or not? 

SQ23-
002145 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Ralph 
Babet 

Batch 
tes�ng of 
COVID-19 
vaccine 

15. Did the Laboratories branch of the TGA test every single batch of 
Covid-19 vaccine before they were released for supply in Australia? 
16. Evidence relied upon to inform their decision (safe and effec�ve) 
did they equally explore evidence that there were adverse effects 
(VAERS)  
17. The TGA advises that every Covid 19 vaccine batch is tested in 
Australia. Evidence from the TGA website suggests that Pfizer 
Employee vaccines were not tested by the TGA. Is this correct? 
  
 
htps://www.tga.gov.au/products/covid-19/covid-19-vaccines/batch-
release-assessment-covid-19-vaccines  
18. What Covid-19 vaccine batches were tested in Australia, by TGA 
staff within TGA laboratories? 
19. Did ANY Covid-19 vaccines batches supplied to Australia fail the 
batch release test?  
20. For all Covid-19 batches please provide a list of batches tested by 
Pathway 1 and Pathway 2? Writen 

23/10/202
3 

SQ23-
002324 

Australian 
Radiation 
Protection 
and Nuclear 
Safety 
Agency 

Jane 
Hume 

Provision 
and 
turnaround 
of 
Ministerial 
Briefs since 
1 July 2023 
to 26 
October 

Since 1 July 2023, has the Department/Agency been provided with 
advice or a direc�on on a minimum turnaround �me for 
considera�on of briefs by the Minister??  
 
If so, when was this advice provided to the Department?  
 
Please provide the minimum turnaround requirement.   
  
If there has been a change in a previously set minimum turnaround 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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2023 - 
Australian 
Radia�on 
Protec�on 
& Nuclear 
Safety 
Agency 

requirement, please provide:  
 
the previous turnaround requirement; and the date the change was 
requested.?  
 
7. How many briefs has the Department/agency provided to each 
Minister in its por�olio? Please provide a list with the number of 
briefs for each Minister, and the date of the first provided brief.   
  
How many briefs have been returned to the Department for redra�? 
Please provide a list with the number of briefs for each Minister, and 
the dates of the return of briefs to the Department.? 

SQ23-
002533 

Food 
Standards 
Australia 
New Zealand 

Jane 
Hume 

Ten largest 
es�mate 
varia�ons 
in the most 
recent 
financial 
year - Food 
Standards 
Australia 
New 
Zealand 

36. For the por�olio, please provide a list of the ten largest es�mate 
varia�ons in the most recent financial year. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002534 

Food 
Standards 
Australia 
New Zealand 

Jane 
Hume 

Ten largest 
movements 
of funds in 
the most 
recent 
financial 

37. For the por�olio, please provide a list of the ten largest 
movements of funds in the most recent financial year, including a 
profile of the forward es�mates for the impact of the movement. Writen 3/11/2023 
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year - Food 
Standards 
Australia 
New 
Zealand 

SQ23-
002535 

Food 
Standards 
Australia 
New Zealand 

Jane 
Hume 

Flexible 
work 
arrangeme
nt - Food 
Standards 
Australia 
New 
Zealand 

38. How many staff have a flexible work arrangement in place that 
enables them to work from home?  
a. Please provide a breakdown including; 
i. The propor�on of staff who work from home one day a week?  
ii. The propor�on of staff who work from home two days a week?  
iii. The propor�on of staff who work from home three days a week?  
iv. The propor�on of staff who work from home four days a week?  
v. The propor�on of staff who work from home five days a week?  
b. What is the annual cost of ren�ng out office space for employees? 
c. Please provide a copy of the department/agency's work from 
home policy. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002482 

Food 
Standards 
Australia 
New Zealand 

Jane 
Hume 

Departmen
tal staff and 
Departmen
tal Liaison 
Officer's 
allocated to 
por�olio 
Ministers' 
offices - 
Food 
Standards 
Australia 

3. How many Departmental Liaison Officers have been allocated to 
each Minister in the por�olio?  
 
Please provide a list that outlines the level of the member of the 
department, the Minister they have been allocated to, and the �me 
they have been allocated to the Minister. 
 
Please denote any change in this alloca�on since May 2023.   
 
4. How many staff have been provided to Ministers offices not in a 
capacity as a Departmental Liaison Officer? 
 
Please provide a list that outlines the level of the member of the 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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New 
Zealand 

department, the Minister they have been allocated to, and the �me 
they have been allocated to the Minister. 
 
Please denote any change in this alloca�on since May 2023. 

SQ23-
002483 

Food 
Standards 
Australia 
New Zealand 

Jane 
Hume 

Mee�ngs 
between 
Secretary/A
gency head 
with 
Ministers - 
Food 
Standards 
Australia 
New 
Zealand 

5. How many mee�ngs has the Secretary/agency head had with the 
Ministers in their por�olio since 1 July 2023?   
  
Please provide a list with the number of mee�ngs by Minister, and 
the date of the first mee�ng with each Minister.  
  
6. How many mee�ngs has the Secretary/agency head had with any 
Ministers not in their por�olio since 1 July 2023?  
  
Please provide a list with the number of mee�ngs by Minister, and 
the date of the first mee�ng with each Minister. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002484 

Food 
Standards 
Australia 
New Zealand 

Jane 
Hume 

New policy 
proposals 
provided to 
por�olio 
Minister 
offices 
since 1 July 
2023 to 26 
October 
2023 - Food 
Standards 
Australia 
New 
Zealand 

8. How many New Policy Proposals has the Department/agency 
provided to each Minister in its por�olio since 1 July 2023?  
 
Please provide a list with the number of New Policy Proposals by 
Minister, and the date of the first provided New Policy Proposal. Writen 3/11/2023 
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SQ23-
002487 

Food 
Standards 
Australia 
New Zealand 

Jane 
Hume 

List of 
membershi
ps for 
Commonw
ealth 
taskforces - 
Food 
Standards 
Australia 
New 
Zealand 

11. Please provide a list of all the Commonwealth taskforces of 
which the Department/agency has membership.  
 
Please specify where there are changes to the list since May 2023. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002339 

Australian 
Radiation 
Protection 
and Nuclear 
Safety 
Agency 

Jane 
Hume 

Furniture, 
fixtures or 
fi�ngs 
upgraded 
in financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Radia�on 
Protec�on 
& Nuclear 
Safety 
Agency 

15. Were the furniture, fixtures or fi�ngs of the Secretary's/agency 
head's office, or the offices of any Deputy Secretaries/execu�ve 
leadership team members, upgraded in financial year 2023/24 to 
date?  
 
Please provide an itemised list of costs (GST inclusive). Please 
provide photographs of the works conducted. 
 
18. Were the facili�es of any of the Departments/agency premises 
upgraded in financial year 2023/24 to date, for example, staff room 
refurbishments, kitchen refurbishments, bathroom refurbishments, 
the purchase of any new fridges, coffee machines, or other kitchen 
equipment?  
 
Please provide a detailed descrip�on of the relevant facili�es 
upgraded together with an itemised list of costs (GST inclusive).  
 
Please provide photographs of the upgraded facili�es. Writen 3/11/2023 
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SQ23-
002488 

Food 
Standards 
Australia 
New Zealand 

Jane 
Hume 

2022-23 
October 
Budget, 
Savings 
from 
External 
Labour, and 
Savings 
from 
Adver�sing
, Travel and 
Legal 
Expenses - 
Food 
Standards 
Australia 
New 
Zealand 

12. In rela�on to the measure in the 2022-23 October Budget, 
Savings from External Labour, and Savings from Adver�sing, Travel 
and Legal Expenses.  
a. What was the value of savings that the Department/agency was 
requested to deliver for the 2022-23 year in aggregate?  
 
b. Has the Department/agency iden�fied the savings they will make 
across the following areas to achieve this cut:  
i. External labour hire  
ii. Consultancy 
iii. Adver�sing campaigns  
iv. Travel  
v. Legal expenses  
 
c. Can the Department/agency provide a breakdown of the funding 
reduc�ons they have made in totality, and in each of the above 
areas, and what they relate to?  
 
d. Has the Department/agency been informed of the cut that will be 
made to their funding in the next financial year, or the rest of the 
forward es�mates?  
 
e. Can the Department/agency confirm the total new number of 
contracts (ongoing and termina�ng) and total cost of these contracts 
issued on AusTender since 30 June 2022 which relate to the 
following areas:  
i. External labour hire  
ii. Consultancy 
iii. Adver�sing campaigns  
iv. Travel  
v. Legal expenses  

Writen 3/11/2023 
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f. Please provide a breakdown of the value of contracts across each 
area and iden�fy the categories on AusTender which are used to 
determine the Departments iden�fica�on of the contracts.  
i. Is the Department/agency on track to meet the saving target?  
ii. Has the Department/agency sought an exemp�on or alterna�on 
from/to the savings target?  
iii. If so, why and was it approved? 

SQ23-
002489 

Food 
Standards 
Australia 
New Zealand 

Jane 
Hume 

Expenditur
e on any 
func�ons 
or official 
recep�ons 
(etc) 
hosted by 
the 
Departmen
t/Agency or 
Ministers/A
ssistant 
Ministers in 
financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - Food 
Standards 
Australia 

13. In rela�on to expenditure on any func�ons or official recep�ons 
etc hosted by the Department or agencies in the por�olio in financial 
year 2023/24 to date, please provide the following: 
a. List of func�ons; 
b. List of atendees; 
c. Func�on venue; 
d. Itemised list of costs (GST inclusive); 
e. Details of any food served; 
f. Details of any wines or champagnes served including brand and 
vintage; and 
g. Details of any entertainment provided. 
 
14. In rela�on to any func�ons or official recep�ons hosted by 
Ministers or Assistant Ministers in the por�olio in financial year 
2023/24 to date, please provide the following: 
a. List of func�ons; 
b. List of atendees; 
c. Func�on venue; 
d. Itemised list of costs (GST inclusive); 
e. Details of any food served; 
f. Details of any wines or champagnes served including brand and 
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New 
Zealand 

vintage; and 
g. Details of any entertainment provided. 

SQ23-
002491 

Food 
Standards 
Australia 
New Zealand 

Jane 
Hume 

Furniture, 
fixtures or 
fi�ngs 
upgraded 
in financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - Food 
Standards 
Australia 
New 
Zealand 

15. Were the furniture, fixtures or fi�ngs of the Secretary's/agency 
head's office, or the offices of any Deputy Secretaries/execu�ve 
leadership team members, upgraded in financial year 2023/24 to 
date?  
 
Please provide an itemised list of costs (GST inclusive). Please 
provide photographs of the works conducted. 
 
18. Were the facili�es of any of the Departments/agency premises 
upgraded in financial year 2023/24 to date, for example, staff room 
refurbishments, kitchen refurbishments, bathroom refurbishments, 
the purchase of any new fridges, coffee machines, or other kitchen 
equipment?  
 
Please provide a detailed descrip�on of the relevant facili�es 
upgraded together with an itemised list of costs (GST inclusive).  
 
Please provide photographs of the upgraded facili�es. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002494 

Food 
Standards 
Australia 
New Zealand 

Jane 
Hume 

Travel costs 
for financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - Food 
Standards 
Australia 

16. Please provide an itemised list of the Secretary's/agency deputy 
head's travel for financial year 2023/24 to date, including costs of 
flights and accommoda�on. 
 
17. Please provide an itemised list of each Deputy Secretary's/agency 
head's travel for financial year 2023/24 to date, including costs of 
flights and accommoda�on. 
 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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New 
Zealand 

19. What was the total cost of staff travel for departmental/agency 
employees in financial year 2023/24 to date? 

SQ23-
002498 

Food 
Standards 
Australia 
New Zealand 

Jane 
Hume 

Total 
expenditur
e on media 
monitoring, 
adver�sing 
and 
campaigns 
financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - Food 
Standards 
Australia 
New 
Zealand 

20. What was the Department's/agency's total expenditure on media 
monitoring services in financial year 2023/24 to date? 
 
21. What was the Department's/agency's total expenditure on 
adver�sing and informa�on campaigns in financial year 2023/24 to 
date?  
 
Please provide an itemised list of the campaigns, their purpose, and 
their expected costs. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002445 

Cancer 
Australia 

Jane 
Hume 

Solicited or 
encouraged 
dona�ons 
to the YES 
Campaign - 
Cancer 
Australia 

40. It was reported in the The Age and Sydney Morning Herald by 
journalists Richard Baker, Nick McKenzie and Hannah Bowers that Mr 
Richard Prat said that he had donated $1 million to the Voice 
referendum's Yes campaign because he had fielded a request to do 
so from a senior adviser to Prime Minister Anthony Albanese.   
 
a. Have any personal staff in the Office of the Minister solicited or 
encouraged dona�ons to the YES Campaign prior to or during the 
course of the referendum campaign?  
b. Have any personal staff in the Office of the Minister solicited or 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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encouraged dona�ons to the YES Campaign on the basis of policy 
decisions? 

SQ23-
002444 

Cancer 
Australia 

Jane 
Hume 

ChatGPT on 
internal 
networks - 
Cancer 
Australia 

39. Does the department/agency allow for the use of ChatGPT on 
the internal network?   
 
If so, what risk management and governance mechanisms are in 
place to protect government data?   
a. Please provide the department/agency policy on use of ar�ficial 
intelligence. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002442 

Cancer 
Australia 

Jane 
Hume 

Flexible 
work 
arrangeme
nt  - Cancer 
Australia 

38. How many staff have a flexible work arrangement in place that 
enables them to work from home?   
 
a. Please provide a breakdown including;  
i. The propor�on of staff who work from home one day a week?   
ii. The propor�on of staff who work from home two days a week?   
iii. The propor�on of staff who work from home three days a week?   
iv. The propor�on of staff who work from home four days a week?   
v. The propor�on of staff who work from home five days a week?   
 
b. What is the annual cost of ren�ng out office space for employees?  
 
c. Please provide a copy of the department/agency's work from 
home policy. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002440 

Cancer 
Australia 

Jane 
Hume 

Ten largest 
movements 
of funds in 
the most 
recent 
financial 

37. For the por�olio, please provide a list of the ten largest 
movements of funds in the most recent financial year, including a 
profile of the forward es�mates for the impact of the movement. Writen 3/11/2023 



41 
 

year  - 
Cancer 
Australia 

SQ23-
002438 

Cancer 
Australia 

Jane 
Hume 

Ten largest 
es�mate 
varia�ons 
in the most 
recent 
financial 
year  - 
Cancer 
Australia 

36. For the por�olio, please provide a list of the ten largest es�mate 
varia�ons in the most recent financial year. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002436 

Cancer 
Australia 

Jane 
Hume 

Freedom of 
informa�on 
applica�on
s has the 
Ministers 
office 
received 
since 1 July 
2023 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Cancer 
Australia 

35. How many freedom of informa�on applica�ons have been 
received by the Minister's office since 1 July 2023?  
Please provide a breakdown including;  
 
a. the number of applica�ons by Minister,  
i. the number of applica�ons that are yet to be decided;  
ii. the number of applica�ons refused; and  
iii. the number of applica�ons overdue, including the number of days 
overdue. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002435 

Cancer 
Australia 

Jane 
Hume 

Freedom of 
informa�on 
applica�on
s has the 

34. How many freedom of informa�on applica�ons has the 
department/agency received since 1 July 2023?  
 
Please provide a breakdown of the number including;  

Writen 3/11/2023 
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departmen
t/agency 
received 
since 1 July 
202 to 23 
October 
2023 - 
Cancer 
Australia 

a. the number of applica�ons withdrawn;  
b. the number of applica�ons refused under sec�on 34 of the 
Freedom of Informa�on Act 1982;  
c. the number of applica�ons refused under sec�on 24 of the 
Freedom of Informa�on Act 1982;  
d. the number of applica�ons refused under sec�on 24A of the 
Freedom of Informa�on Act 1982;  
e. the number of applica�ons subject to internal review;  
f. the number of applica�ons subject to review by the OAIC;  
g. the number of applica�ons subject to review by the AAT;  
h. the number of applica�ons subject to review by the Federal Court; 
and  
i. the number of applica�ons where the original decision has been 
overturned. 

SQ23-
002434 

Cancer 
Australia 

Jane 
Hume 

Provision of 
market 
research to 
any 
Ministers 
Office in 
rela�on to 
a 
Commonw
ealth 
Informa�on 
and 
Adver�sing 
Campaign - 

33. Has the department/agency provided any Minister's office with 
market research conducted in rela�on to a   
commonwealth Informa�on and Adver�sing Campaign?  
Please provide a list of the Ministers and the date on which they 
were provided the research. Writen 3/11/2023 
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Cancer 
Australia 

SQ23-
002433 

Cancer 
Australia 

Jane 
Hume 

Current ASL 
allocated to 
the 
departmen
t/agency as 
at 1 July 
2023 - 
Cancer 
Australia 

32. Please provide the number of current ASL allocated to the 
department/agency as at 1 July 2023.  
 
Please provide:   
a. Total number of ASL;   
b. Total number of FTE by APS classifica�on;  
c. the number of ASL allocated to each outcome for which the 
department/agency is responsible; and  
d. the number of FTE, by classifica�on, allocated to each outcome for 
which the department/agency is responsible; and  
e. The number of FTE posi�ons that are not currently filled, broken 
down by classifica�on. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002432 

Cancer 
Australia 

Jane 
Hume 

Requests 
from 
por�olio 
Minister's 
offices 
seeking 
data or 
informa�on 
by 
electorate 
since 1 July 
2023to 26 
October 
2023 - 

31. Since 1 July 2023, has the department / agency ever received a 
request from a por�olio minister's office seeking data or informa�on 
separated out by electorate?   
 
a. Please provide a list of all requests, including any �meframe 
provided for a response, whether a response was provided, and the 
context of the request if provided.   
b. Please provide a copy of all responses to the request. Writen 3/11/2023 
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Cancer 
Australia 

SQ23-
002431 

Cancer 
Australia 

Jane 
Hume 

New 
en��es 
created, 
wound up, 
amalgamat
ed, ceased 
or 
disbanded 
since May 
2022 - 
Cancer 
Australia 

29. How many new en��es (including advisory boards and agencies) 
have been created within the por�olio since May 2022?   
Please list each en�ty, its purpose, and the date it was created.  
 
30. How many new en��es (including advisory boards and agencies) 
have been wound up, amalgamated, ceased or disbanded since May 
2022?  
Please list each en�ty, its purpose, and the date it was wound up, 
amalgamated, ceased, or disbanded. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002430 

Cancer 
Australia 

Jane 
Hume 

List of 
membershi
ps for 
Commonw
ealth inter-
departmen
tal 
commitees  
- Cancer 
Australia 

28. Please provide a list of the interdepartmental commitees that 
the department/agency par�cipates in or provides representa�on to.  
Please provide:  
 
a. the name of the interdepartmental commitee;  
b. a list of the membership;  
c. the date it was established; and  
d. its purpose. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002429 

Cancer 
Australia 

Jane 
Hume 

Current 
reviews 
and 
completed 
reviews 

26. Please provide a list of the number of reviews that the 
department/agency is currently conduc�ng.   
Please provide:  
a. the name of the review;  
b. the purpose of the review;  

Writen 3/11/2023 
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since 1 July 
2022 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Cancer 
Australia 

c. the name or names of the reviewer(s);  
d. the remunera�on for each of the reviewer(s);  
e. the budgeted cost of the review;  
f. the amount spent to date; and  
g. the date the review is due to be completed.  
 
27. Please provide a list of the number of reviews that the 
department/agency has completed since 1 July 2022.   
Please provide:   
a. the name of the review;  
b. the purpose of the review;  
c. the name or names of the reviewer(s);  
d. the remunera�on for each of the reviewer(s);  
e. the budgeted cost of the review;  
f. the amount spent;  
g. the date the review was due to be completed;  
h. the date the review was completed;  
i. the date the review was provided to the Department;  
j. the date the review was provided to the Minister; and  
k. the date the review was provided to the Minister's office. 

SQ23-
002428 

Cancer 
Australia 

Jane 
Hume 

Comcare 
and Fair 
Work 
Commissio
n referrals 
and claims 
in current 
financial 
year to 26 
October 

24. In rela�on to department/agency:  
a. In the current financial year to date, how many maters have been 
referred to Comcare?  
b. Of those claims referred to Comcare, redac�ng confiden�al 
informa�on, advise in which division the claimant works or worked 
and the circumstances surrounding the claim.  
c. What has the Department/agency learned from past Comcare 
claims?  
d. Of those employees who submited a Comcare claim, how many 
returned to work a�er a period of absence?  

Writen 3/11/2023 
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2023  - 
Cancer 
Australia 

 
25. In rela�on to the department/agency:  
a. In the current financial year to date, how many maters have been 
referred to the Fair Work Commission?  
b. Of those maters referred to either, please provide a 
comprehensive account of the circumstances, redac�ng confiden�al 
informa�on, including in which division the employee is or was 
employed, the nature of the complaint and the nature of the 
determina�on of the Fair Work Commission, Fair Work Ombudsman 
and/or conciliator. 

SQ23-
002426 

Cancer 
Australia 

Jane 
Hume 

Use of 
departmen
tal/agency 
credit cards  
in financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Cancer 
Australia 

In rela�on to departmental use of credit cards:  
a. How many credit cards are currently on issue for department or 
agency staff?  
b. What was the value of the largest reported purchase on a credit 
card in financial year 2023/24 to date and what was it for?  
c. How much interest was paid on amounts outstanding from credit 
cards in financial year 2023/24 to date?  
d. How much was paid in late fees on amounts outstanding from 
credit cards in financial year 2023/24 to date?  
e. What was the largest amount outstanding on a single card at the 
end of a payment period in financial year 2023/24 to date?  
f. How many credit cards were reported as lost or stolen in financial 
year 2023/24 to date and what was the cost of their replacement?    
g. How many credit card purchases were deemed to be illegi�mate 
or contrary to department or agency policy in financial year 2023/24 
to date? What was the total value of those purchases? How many 
purchases were asked to be repaid on that basis in financial year 
2023/24 to date and what was the total value thereof? Were all 
those amounts actually repaid? If no, how many were not repaid, 
and what was the total value thereof?  

Writen 3/11/2023 
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h. What was the largest purchase that was deemed illegi�mate or 
contrary to department or agency policy and asked to be repaid in 
financial year 2023/243 to date? What that amount actually repaid, 
in full? If no, what amount was le� unpaid?  
 
i. Are any credit cards currently on issue connected to rewards 
schemes? Do staff receive any personal benefit as a result of those 
reward schemes?  
j. Please provide a copy of the department or agency's staff credit 
card policy.  
k. Please denote any changes to this policy that have been made 
since February 2023 

SQ23-
002422 

Cancer 
Australia 

Jane 
Hume 

Total 
expenditur
e on 
promo�ona
l 
merchandis
e in 
financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
- Cancer 
Australia 

22. What was the Department's/agency's total expenditure on 
promo�onal merchandise in financial year 2023/24 to date?   
 
Please provide an itemised list of the merchandise purchased with 
costs.   
 
Please provide examples and photographs of the merchandise 
purchased Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002421 

Cancer 
Australia 

Jane 
Hume 

Total 
expenditur
e on media 
monitoring, 

20. What was the Department's/agency's total expenditure on media 
monitoring services in financial year 2023/24 to date?  
 
21. What was the Department's/agency's total expenditure on 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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adver�sing 
and 
campaigns 
financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Cancer 
Australia 

adver�sing and informa�on campaigns in financial year 2023/24 to 
date?   
 
Please provide an itemised list of the campaigns, their purpose, and 
their expected costs. 

SQ23-
002420 

Cancer 
Australia 

Jane 
Hume 

Travel costs 
for financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Cancer 
Australia 

16. Please provide an itemised list of the Secretary's/agency deputy 
head's travel for financial year 2023/24 to date, including costs of 
flights and accommoda�on.  
 
17. Please provide an itemised list of each Deputy Secretary's/agency 
head's travel for financial year 2023/24 to date, including costs of 
flights and accommoda�on.  
 
19. What was the total cost of staff travel for departmental/agency 
employees in financial year 2023/24 to date? Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002419 

Cancer 
Australia 

Jane 
Hume 

Furniture, 
fixtures or 
fi�ngs 
upgraded 
in financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 

15. Were the furniture, fixtures or fi�ngs of the Secretary's/agency 
head's office, or the offices of any Deputy Secretaries/execu�ve 
leadership team members, upgraded in financial year 2023/24 to 
date?   
 
Please provide an itemised list of costs (GST inclusive). Please 
provide photographs of the works conducted.  
 
18. Were the facili�es of any of the Departments/agency premises 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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Cancer 
Australia 

upgraded in financial year 2023/24 to date, for example, staff room 
refurbishments, kitchen refurbishments, bathroom refurbishments, 
the purchase of any new fridges, coffee machines, or other kitchen 
equipment?   
 
Please provide a detailed descrip�on of the relevant facili�es 
upgraded together with an itemised list of costs (GST inclusive).   
 
Please provide photographs of the upgraded facili�es. 

SQ23-
002418 

Cancer 
Australia 

Jane 
Hume 

Expenditur
e on any 
func�ons 
or official 
recep�ons 
(etc) 
hosted by 
the 
Departmen
t/Agency or 
Ministers/A
ssistant 
Ministers in 
financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023  - 
Cancer 
Australia 

13. In rela�on to expenditure on any func�ons or official recep�ons 
etc hosted by the Department or agencies in the por�olio in financial 
year 2023/24 to date, please provide the following:  
a. List of func�ons;  
b. List of atendees;  
c. Func�on venue;  
d. Itemised list of costs (GST inclusive);  
e. Details of any food served;  
f. Details of any wines or champagnes served including brand and 
vintage; and  
g. Details of any entertainment provided.  
 
14. In rela�on to any func�ons or official recep�ons hosted by 
Ministers or Assistant Ministers in the por�olio in financial year 
2023/24 to date, please provide the following:  
a. List of func�ons;  
b. List of atendees;  
c. Func�on venue;  
d. Itemised list of costs (GST inclusive);  
e. Details of any food served;  
f. Details of any wines or champagnes served including brand and 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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vintage; and  
g. Details of any entertainment provided. 

SQ23-
002417 

Cancer 
Australia 

Jane 
Hume 

2022-23 
October 
Budget, 
Savings 
from 
External 
Labour, and 
Savings 
from 
Adver�sing
, Travel and 
Legal 
Expenses  - 
Cancer 
Australia 

12. In rela�on to the measure in the 2022-23 October Budget, 
Savings from External Labour, and Savings from Adver�sing, Travel 
and Legal Expenses.   
a. What was the value of savings that the Department/agency was 
requested to deliver for the 2022-23 year in aggregate?   
b. Has the Department/agency iden�fied the savings they will make 
across the following areas to achieve this cut:   
i. External labour hire   
ii. Consultancy  
iii. Adver�sing campaigns   
iv. Travel   
v. Legal expenses   
 
c. Can the Department/agency provide a breakdown of the funding 
reduc�ons they have made in totality, and in each of the above 
areas, and what they relate to?   
 
d. Has the Department/agency been informed of the cut that will be 
made to their funding in the next financial year, or the rest of the 
forward es�mates?   
 
e. Can the Department/agency confirm the total new number of 
contracts (ongoing and termina�ng) and total cost of these contracts 
issued on AusTender since 30 June 2022 which relate to the 
following areas:   
i. External labour hire   
ii. Consultancy  
iii. Adver�sing campaigns   

Writen 3/11/2023 
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iv. Travel   
v. Legal expenses   
 
f. Please provide a breakdown of the value of contracts across each 
area and iden�fy the categories on AusTender which are used to 
determine the Departments iden�fica�on of the contracts.   
i. Is the Department/agency on track to meet the saving target?   
ii. Has the Department/agency sought an exemp�on or alterna�on 
from/to the savings target?   
iii. If so, why and was it approved? 

SQ23-
002416 

Cancer 
Australia 

Jane 
Hume 

List of 
membershi
ps for 
Commonw
ealth 
taskforces - 
Cancer 
Australia 

11. Please provide a list of all the Commonwealth taskforces of 
which the Department/agency has membership.   
Please specify where there are changes to the list since May 2023. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002415 

Cancer 
Australia 

Jane 
Hume 

List of 
membershi
ps for 
Commonw
ealth inter-
departmen
tal 
commitees 
- Cancer 
Australia 

10. Please provide a list of all the Commonwealth inter-departmental 
commitees of which the Department/agency has membership.   
Please specify where there are changes to the list since May 2023. Writen 3/11/2023 
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SQ23-
002414 

Cancer 
Australia 

Jane 
Hume 

Paper 
usage from 
Australian 
producers 
and 
overseas - 
Cancer 
Australia 

9. Please provide the amount of paper the Department/agency 
sources from Australian producers and from overseas producers.   
Please provide the amount in dollar value on a financial year basis 
for the last five financial years. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002413 

Cancer 
Australia 

Jane 
Hume 

New policy 
proposals 
provided to 
por�olio 
Minister 
offices 
since 1 July 
2023 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Cancer 
Australia 

8. How many New Policy Proposals has the Department/agency 
provided to each Minister in its por�olio since 1 July 2023?   
Please provide a list with the number of New Policy Proposals by 
Minister, and the date of the first provided New Policy Proposal. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002412 

Cancer 
Australia 

Jane 
Hume 

Mee�ngs 
between 
Secretary/A
gency head 
with 
Ministers - 
Cancer 
Australia 

5. How many mee�ngs has the Secretary/agency head had with the 
Ministers in their por�olio since 1 July 2023?    
 
Please provide a list with the number of mee�ngs by Minister, and 
the date of the first mee�ng with each Minister.   
 
6. How many mee�ngs has the Secretary/agency head had with any 
Ministers not in their por�olio since 1 July 2023?   
 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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Please provide a list with the number of mee�ngs by Minister, and 
the date of the first mee�ng with each Minister. 

SQ23-
002411 

Cancer 
Australia 

Jane 
Hume 

Departmen
tal staff and 
Departmen
tal Liaison 
Officer's 
allocated to 
por�olio 
Ministers' 
offices - 
Cancer 
Australia 

3. How many Departmental Liaison Officers have been allocated to 
each Minister in the por�olio?   
Please provide a list that outlines the level of the member of the 
department, the Minister they have been allocated to, and the �me 
they have been allocated to the Minister.  
Please denote any change in this alloca�on since May 2023.    
 
4. How many staff have been provided to Ministers offices not in a 
capacity as a Departmental Liaison Officer?  
 
Please provide a list that outlines the level of the member of the 
department, the Minister they have been allocated to, and the �me 
they have been allocated to the Minister.  
Please denote any change in this alloca�on since May 2023. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002410 

Cancer 
Australia 

Jane 
Hume 

Hospitality 
provided to 
por�olio 
Ministers' 
offices 
since 1 July 
2023 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Cancer 
Australia 

2. Since 1 July 2023, has the Department provided any hospitality in 
Ministers' offices?  
Please specify the date, itemised cost, purpose, and atendees for 
the hospitality.  
Since 1 July 2023, have there been any amendments to the 
Department's policy on providing hospitality in the Ministers offices?   
If so, please provide a copy of the policy and a reference for the 
amendment Writen 3/11/2023 
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SQ23-
002409 

Cancer 
Australia 

Jane 
Hume 

Provision 
and 
turnaround 
of 
Ministerial 
Briefs since 
1 July 2023 
to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Cancer 
Australia 

Since 1 July 2023, has the Department/Agency been provided with 
advice or a direc�on on a minimum turnaround �me for 
considera�on of briefs by the Minister??  
If so, when was this advice provided to the Department?  
Please provide the minimum turnaround requirement.   
If there has been a change in a previously set minimum turnaround 
requirement, please provide:  
the previous turnaround requirement; and the date the change was 
requested.?  
 
7. How many briefs has the Department/agency provided to each 
Minister in its por�olio? Please provide a list with the number of 
briefs for each Minister, and the date of the first provided brief.   
How many briefs have been returned to the Department for redra�? 
Please provide a list with the number of briefs for each Minister, and 
the dates of the return of briefs to the Department.? Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002455 

Australian 
Radiation 
Protection 
and Nuclear 
Safety 
Agency 

Jane 
Hume 

Requests 
from 
por�olio 
Minister's 
offices 
seeking 
data or 
informa�on 
by 
electorate 
since 1 July 
2023 to 26 
October 
2023 - 

31. Since 1 July 2023, has the department / agency ever received a 
request from a por�olio minister's office seeking data or informa�on 
separated out by electorate?  
a. Please provide a list of all requests, including any �meframe 
provided for a response, whether a response was provided, and the 
context of the request if provided.  
b. Please provide a copy of all responses to the request. Writen 3/11/2023 
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Australian 
Radia�on 
Protec�on 
& Nuclear 
Safety 
Agency 

SQ23-
002501 

Food 
Standards 
Australia 
New Zealand 

Jane 
Hume 

Total 
expenditur
e on 
promo�ona
l 
merchandis
e in 
financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - Food 
Standards 
Australia 
New 
Zealand 

22. What was the Department's/agency's total expenditure on 
promo�onal merchandise in financial year 2023/24 to date?  
 
Please provide an itemised list of the merchandise purchased with 
costs.  
 
Please provide examples and photographs of the merchandise 
purchased Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002505 

Food 
Standards 
Australia 
New Zealand 

Jane 
Hume 

Use of 
departmen
tal/agency 
credit cards 
in financial 
year 
2023/24 to 

In rela�on to departmental use of credit cards: 
a. How many credit cards are currently on issue for department or 
agency staff? 
b. What was the value of the largest reported purchase on a credit 
card in financial year 2023/24 to date and what was it for? 
c. How much interest was paid on amounts outstanding from credit 
cards in financial year 2023/24 to date? 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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26 October 
2023 - Food 
Standards 
Australia 
New 
Zealand 

d. How much was paid in late fees on amounts outstanding from 
credit cards in financial year 2023/24 to date? 
e. What was the largest amount outstanding on a single card at the 
end of a payment period in financial year 2023/24 to date? 
f. How many credit cards were reported as lost or stolen in financial 
year 2023/24 to date and what was the cost of their replacement?   
g. How many credit card purchases were deemed to be illegi�mate 
or contrary to department or agency policy in financial year 2023/24 
to date? What was the total value of those purchases? How many 
purchases were asked to be repaid on that basis in financial year 
2023/24 to date and what was the total value thereof? Were all 
those amounts actually repaid? If no, how many were not repaid, 
and what was the total value thereof? 
h. What was the largest purchase that was deemed illegi�mate or 
contrary to department or agency policy and asked to be repaid in 
financial year 2023/243 to date? What that amount actually repaid, 
in full? If no, what amount was le� unpaid? 
i. Are any credit cards currently on issue connected to rewards 
schemes? Do staff receive any personal benefit as a result of those 
reward schemes? 
j. Please provide a copy of the department or agency's staff credit 
card policy. 
k. Please denote any changes to this policy that have been made 
since February 2023 

SQ23-
002508 

Food 
Standards 
Australia 
New Zealand 

Jane 
Hume 

Comcare 
and Fair 
Work 
Commissio
n referrals 
and claims 

24. In rela�on to department/agency: 
a. In the current financial year to date, how many maters have been 
referred to Comcare? 
b. Of those claims referred to Comcare, redac�ng confiden�al 
informa�on, advise in which division the claimant works or worked 
and the circumstances surrounding the claim. 
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in current 
financial 
year to 26 
October 
2023 - Food 
Standards 
Australia 
New 
Zealand 

c. What has the Department/agency learned from past Comcare 
claims? 
d. Of those employees who submited a Comcare claim, how many 
returned to work a�er a period of absence? 
 
25. In rela�on to the department/agency: 
a. In the current financial year to date, how many maters have been 
referred to the Fair Work Commission? 
b. Of those maters referred to either, please provide a 
comprehensive account of the circumstances, redac�ng confiden�al 
informa�on, including in which division the employee is or was 
employed, the nature of the complaint and the nature of the 
determina�on of the Fair Work Commission, Fair Work Ombudsman 
and/or conciliator. 

SQ23-
002512 

Food 
Standards 
Australia 
New Zealand 

Jane 
Hume 

Current 
reviews 
and 
completed 
reviews 
since 1 July 
2022 to 26 
October 
2023 - Food 
Standards 
Australia 
New 
Zealand 

26. Please provide a list of the number of reviews that the 
department/agency is currently conduc�ng.  
Please provide: 
a. the name of the review; 
b. the purpose of the review; 
c. the name or names of the reviewer(s); 
d. the remunera�on for each of the reviewer(s); 
e. the budgeted cost of the review; 
f. the amount spent to date; and 
g. the date the review is due to be completed. 
 
27. Please provide a list of the number of reviews that the 
department/agency has completed since 1 July 2022.  
Please provide:  
a. the name of the review; 
b. the purpose of the review; 
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c. the name or names of the reviewer(s); 
d. the remunera�on for each of the reviewer(s); 
e. the budgeted cost of the review; 
f. the amount spent; 
g. the date the review was due to be completed; 
h. the date the review was completed; 
i. the date the review was provided to the Department; 
j. the date the review was provided to the Minister; and 
k. the date the review was provided to the Minister's office. 

SQ23-
002515 

Food 
Standards 
Australia 
New Zealand 

Jane 
Hume 

List of 
membershi
ps for 
Commonw
ealth inter-
departmen
tal 
commitees 
- Food 
Standards 
Australia 
New 
Zealand 

28. Please provide a list of the interdepartmental commitees that 
the department/agency par�cipates in or provides representa�on to. 
 
Please provide: 
a. the name of the interdepartmental commitee; 
b. a list of the membership; 
c. the date it was established; and 
d. its purpose. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002518 

Food 
Standards 
Australia 
New Zealand 

Jane 
Hume 

New 
en��es 
created, 
wound up, 
amalgamat
ed, ceased 
or 

29. How many new en��es (including advisory boards and agencies) 
have been created within the por�olio since May 2022?  
Please list each en�ty, its purpose, and the date it was created. 
 
30. How many new en��es (including advisory boards and agencies) 
have been wound up, amalgamated, ceased or disbanded since May 
2022? 

Writen 3/11/2023 



59 
 

disbanded 
since May 
2022 - Food 
Standards 
Australia 
New 
Zealand 

Please list each en�ty, its purpose, and the date it was wound up, 
amalgamated, ceased, or disbanded. 

SQ23-
002521 

Food 
Standards 
Australia 
New Zealand 

Jane 
Hume 

Requests 
from 
por�olio 
Minister's 
offices 
seeking 
data or 
informa�on 
by 
electorate 
since 1 July 
2023 to 26 
October 
2023 - Food 
Standards 
Australia 
New 
Zealand 

31. Since 1 July 2023, has the department / agency ever received a 
request from a por�olio minister's office seeking data or informa�on 
separated out by electorate?  
a. Please provide a list of all requests, including any �meframe 
provided for a response, whether a response was provided, and the 
context of the request if provided.  
b. Please provide a copy of all responses to the request. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002523 

Food 
Standards 
Australia 
New Zealand 

Jane 
Hume 

Current ASL 
allocated to 
the 
departmen

32. Please provide the number of current ASL allocated to the 
department/agency as at 1 July 2023. 
 
Please provide:  
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t/agency as 
at 1 July 
2023 - Food 
Standards 
Australia 
New 
Zealand 

a. Total number of ASL;  
b. Total number of FTE by APS classifica�on; 
c. the number of ASL allocated to each outcome for which the 
department/agency is responsible; and 
d. the number of FTE, by classifica�on, allocated to each outcome for 
which the department/agency is responsible; and 
e. The number of FTE posi�ons that are not currently filled, broken 
down by classifica�on. 

SQ23-
002524 

Food 
Standards 
Australia 
New Zealand 

Jane 
Hume 

Provision of 
market 
research to 
any 
Ministers 
Office in 
rela�on to 
a 
Commonw
ealth 
Informa�on 
and 
Adver�sing 
Campaign - 
Food 
Standards 
Australia 
New 
Zealand 

33. Has the department/agency provided any Minister's office with 
market research conducted in rela�on to a  
commonwealth Informa�on and Adver�sing Campaign? 
Please provide a list of the Ministers and the date on which they 
were provided the research. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002457 

Australian 
Radiation 
Protection 

Jane 
Hume 

Provision of 
market 

33. Has the department/agency provided any Minister's office with 
market research conducted in rela�on to a  
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and Nuclear 
Safety 
Agency 

research to 
any 
Ministers 
Office in 
rela�on to 
a 
Commonw
ealth 
Informa�on 
and 
Adver�sing 
Campaign - 
Australian 
Radia�on 
Protec�on 
& Nuclear 
Safety 
Agency 

commonwealth Informa�on and Adver�sing Campaign? 
Please provide a list of the Ministers and the date on which they 
were provided the research. 

SQ23-
002526 

Food 
Standards 
Australia 
New Zealand 

Jane 
Hume 

Freedom of 
informa�on 
applica�on
s has the 
departmen
t/agency 
received 
since 1 July 
202 to 23 
October 
2023 - Food 
Standards 

34. How many freedom of informa�on applica�ons has the 
department/agency received since 1 July 2023? 
Please provide a breakdown of the number including; 
a. the number of applica�ons withdrawn; 
b. the number of applica�ons refused under sec�on 34 of the 
Freedom of Informa�on Act 1982; 
c. the number of applica�ons refused under sec�on 24 of the 
Freedom of Informa�on Act 1982; 
d. the number of applica�ons refused under sec�on 24A of the 
Freedom of Informa�on Act 1982; 
e. the number of applica�ons subject to internal review; 
f. the number of applica�ons subject to review by the OAIC; 
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Australia 
New 
Zealand 

g. the number of applica�ons subject to review by the AAT; 
h. the number of applica�ons subject to review by the Federal Court; 
and 
i. the number of applica�ons where the original decision has been 
overturned. 

SQ23-
002801 

National 
Mental 
Health 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

Use of 
departmen
tal/agency 
credit cards  
in financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Na�onal 
Mental 
Health 
Commissio
n 

In rela�on to departmental use of credit cards:  
 
a. How many credit cards are currently on issue for department or 
agency staff?  
 
b. What was the value of the largest reported purchase on a credit 
card in financial year 2023/24 to date and what was it for?  
 
c. How much interest was paid on amounts outstanding from credit 
cards in financial year 2023/24 to date?  
 
d. How much was paid in late fees on amounts outstanding from 
credit cards in financial year 2023/24 to date?  
 
e. What was the largest amount outstanding on a single card at the 
end of a payment period in financial year 2023/24 to date?  
 
f. How many credit cards were reported as lost or stolen in financial 
year 2023/24 to date and what was the cost of their replacement?    
 
g. How many credit card purchases were deemed to be illegi�mate 
or contrary to department or agency policy in financial year 2023/24 
to date? What was the total value of those purchases? How many 
purchases were asked to be repaid on that basis in financial year 
2023/24 to date and what was the total value thereof? Were all 
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those amounts actually repaid? If no, how many were not repaid, 
and what was the total value thereof?  
 
h. What was the largest purchase that was deemed illegi�mate or 
contrary to department or agency policy and asked to be repaid in 
financial year 2023/243 to date? What that amount actually repaid, 
in full? If no, what amount was le� unpaid?  
 
i. Are any credit cards currently on issue connected to rewards 
schemes? Do staff receive any personal benefit as a result of those 
reward schemes?  
 
j. Please provide a copy of the department or agency's staff credit 
card policy.  
 
k. Please denote any changes to this policy that have been made 
since February 2023 

SQ23-
002530 

Food 
Standards 
Australia 
New Zealand 

Jane 
Hume 

Freedom of 
informa�on 
applica�on
s has the 
Ministers 
office 
received 
since 1 July 
2023 to 26 
October 
2023 - Food 
Standards 
Australia 

35. How many freedom of informa�on applica�ons have been 
received by the Minister's office since 1 July 2023? 
Please provide a breakdown including; 
a. the number of applica�ons by Minister, 
i. the number of applica�ons that are yet to be decided; 
ii. the number of applica�ons refused; and 
iii. the number of applica�ons overdue, including the number of days 
overdue. Writen 3/11/2023 
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New 
Zealand 

SQ23-
002459 

Australian 
Radiation 
Protection 
and Nuclear 
Safety 
Agency 

Jane 
Hume 

Freedom of 
informa�on 
applica�on
s has the 
departmen
t/agency 
received 
since 1 July 
202 to 23 
October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Radia�on 
Protec�on 
& Nuclear 
Safety 
Agency 

34. How many freedom of informa�on applica�ons has the 
department/agency received since 1 July 2023? 
Please provide a breakdown of the number including; 
a. the number of applica�ons withdrawn; 
b. the number of applica�ons refused under sec�on 34 of the 
Freedom of Informa�on Act 1982; 
c. the number of applica�ons refused under sec�on 24 of the 
Freedom of Informa�on Act 1982; 
d. the number of applica�ons refused under sec�on 24A of the 
Freedom of Informa�on Act 1982; 
e. the number of applica�ons subject to internal review; 
f. the number of applica�ons subject to review by the OAIC; 
g. the number of applica�ons subject to review by the AAT; 
h. the number of applica�ons subject to review by the Federal Court; 
and 
i. the number of applica�ons where the original decision has been 
overturned. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002055 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Alexand
er An�c 

TGA 
Conflict of 
Interest 
Register 

TGA Conflict of Interest Register 
11. During the period 1 January 2020 to 31 December 2022 how 
many declara�ons of interest / disclosures were lodged by members 
of the TGA's Advisory Commitee on vaccines (''the Commitee'') 
which revealed that a Commitee member is aware that he or she 
has a direct or indirect material personal interest (whether pecuniary 
or not) in a mater being considered or about to be considered at a 
mee�ng of the commitee? 
12. Please provide a copy of each declara�on of interest / disclosure 
referred to above. 
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13. Please provide a copy of all other declara�ons of interest 
provided by each Commitee member during the period 1 January 
2020 to 31 December 2022: 
a. in support of their applica�on for membership to the Commitee; 
and 
b. annually therea�er. 

SQ23-
002823 

National 
Health and 
Medical 
Research 
Council 

Jane 
Hume 

Ten largest 
es�mate 
varia�ons 
in the most 
recent 
financial 
year - 
Na�onal 
Health & 
Medical 
Research 
Council 

36. For the por�olio, please provide a list of the ten largest es�mate 
varia�ons in the most recent financial year. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002799 

National 
Health and 
Medical 
Research 
Council 

Jane 
Hume 

Current 
reviews 
and 
completed 
reviews 
since 1 July 
2022 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Na�onal 
Health & 

26. Please provide a list of the number of reviews that the 
department/agency is currently conduc�ng.  
Please provide: 
a. the name of the review; 
b. the purpose of the review; 
c. the name or names of the reviewer(s); 
d. the remunera�on for each of the reviewer(s); 
e. the budgeted cost of the review; 
f. the amount spent to date; and 
g. the date the review is due to be completed. 
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Medical 
Research 
Council 

27. Please provide a list of the number of reviews that the 
department/agency has completed since 1 July 2022.  
Please provide:  
a. the name of the review; 
b. the purpose of the review; 
c. the name or names of the reviewer(s); 
d. the remunera�on for each of the reviewer(s); 
e. the budgeted cost of the review; 
f. the amount spent; 
g. the date the review was due to be completed; 
h. the date the review was completed; 
i. the date the review was provided to the Department; 
j. the date the review was provided to the Minister; and 
k. the date the review was provided to the Minister's office. 

SQ23-
002117 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Ralph 
Babet 

Periodic 
Safety 
Update 
Report #3 
produced 
by 
BioNTech 
(19/12/202
1 through 
18 June 
2022). 

8. In reference to Periodic Safety Update Report #3 produced by 
BioNTech (19/12/2021 through 18 June 2022). 
9. Please confirm if these reports are required to be submited by 
the sponsor to the TGA every six months?  
10. On what dates have all Periodic Safety Update Reports been 
received by the TGA? 
11. Did the TGA undertake a comprehensive analysis of this report? 
12. Was any addi�onal informa�on sought from the sponsor re: 
poten�al safety issues? 
13. If so, what date was the addi�onal informa�on received? 
14. What informa�on was received? 
15. Periodic Safety Update Report #3 shows the EU had requested 
informa�on from Pfizer on a number of poten�al safety issues- 
cardiac arrest, myocardial infarc�on, renal failure, deafness etc. 
16. Why the TGA did not alert medical professionals and the public 
to these poten�al safety issues so that poten�al adverse events 
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could be properly reported and iden�fied and so that accurate 
informa�on on these poten�al signals could be gathered and 
evaluated by the TGA? 
17. What ac�on did the TGA took to evaluate the poten�al safety 
signals iden�fied in the Periodic Safety Update Report and to review 
reports of those types of events on the DAEN? 
18. By what method they excluded these events as safety signals, if 
the TGA did evaluate them? 
19. How long did it take the TGA to analyse these signals in its DAEN 
database? 
20. Was any external assistance sought to perform evalua�ons of 
poten�al signals? 

SQ23-
002249 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Jane 
Hume 

Total 
expenditur
e on 
promo�ona
l 
merchandis
e in 
financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Departmen
t of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

22. What was the Department's/agency's total expenditure on 
promo�onal merchandise in financial year 2023/24 to date?  
 
Please provide an itemised list of the merchandise purchased with 
costs.  
 
Please provide examples and photographs of the merchandise 
purchased. Writen 3/11/2023 
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SQ23-
002472 

Australian 
Radiation 
Protection 
and Nuclear 
Safety 
Agency 

Jane 
Hume 

Solicited or 
encouraged 
dona�ons 
to the YES 
Campaign - 
Australian 
Radia�on 
Protec�on 
& Nuclear 
Safety 
Agency 

40. It was reported in the The Age and Sydney Morning Herald by 
journalists Richard Baker, Nick McKenzie and Hannah Bowers that Mr 
Richard Prat said that he had donated $1 million to the Voice 
referendum's Yes campaign because he had fielded a request to do 
so from a senior adviser to Prime Minister Anthony Albanese.  
a. Have any personal staff in the Office of the Minister solicited or 
encouraged dona�ons to the YES Campaign prior to or during the 
course of the referendum campaign? 
b. Have any personal staff in the Office of the Minister solicited or 
encouraged dona�ons to the YES Campaign on the basis of policy 
decisions? Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002178 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Anne 
Ruston 

Aged Care 
Reform 

1. During the Ministers Na�onal Press Club speech, she released a 
road map for upcoming policy changes over the next two years. Has 
there been any changes to �mings since this road map was released? 
2. Is everything on track to be completed in the �meframe s�pulated 
by the road map? 
3. Will this roadmap be updated regularly? Will any updates be 
publically available? Writen 6/11/2023 

SQ23-
002168 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Anne 
Ruston 

Number of 
Beds/Ra�o
s 

Ques�ons: 
1. Is there a demand for aged care beds in this country? What is the 
level of demand? 
2. Is the Department aware of reports of older Australians in 
hospitals wai�ng to move into aged care homes but unable to 
because of lack of bed space? 
3. The Minister con�nuously says ''the boomers are coming'' – is 
there a chance that aged care bed u�lisa�ons will increase into the 
future as a result? 
4. So why, in the Budget measure ‘Improving Aged Care Support – 
savings $2.2 billion over 3 years' is the ra�o dropping? 
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5. On what basis has the Government decided to reduce available 
beds at a �me when demand is expected to increase? 
6. Is this a cost saving exercise? Is the Government reducing the 
number of opera�onal beds, by dropping the ra�o to 60.1 per 1000, 
to save money? 

SQ23-
002171 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Anne 
Ruston 

Reduc�on 
in aged 
care beds 

4. How many beds have residen�al aged care providers closed since 
the introduc�on of the 24/7 Registered Nurse (RN) onsite and 
mandatory care minutes requirements? What is the overall 
reduc�on in aged care beds since the introduc�on of these 
requirements? Writen 6/11/2023 

SQ23-
002182 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Anne 
Ruston OPAN 

1. What is OPAN's funding from the Australian Government? Can you 
provide a breakdown of this funding? 
2. What are the governance arrangements of OPAN? 
3. What are the overhead costs of delivering the Na�onal Aged Care 
Advocacy Program (NCAP)? 
4. What is the defini�on of an older Australian relied upon by OPAN? 
5. Are people over 65 who are not in receipt of Australian 
Government services, eg Home Care Packages or the Aged Pension, 
eligible to receive OPAN services? 
6. How many older Australians are accessing OPAN's ‘free' advocacy 
services? 
7. For each advocacy service provided to older Australian, are the 
results recorded? Are there any measures of success or 
effec�veness? Is there a record of how many older Australians 
experienced their desired outcomes? 
8. If so, what is OPAN's rate of success in regard to providing 
advocacy services that result in desired change for older Australians? 
9. Do any of the member organisa�ons in OPAN measure the 
effec�veness of their advocacy services as opposed to simply 
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repor�ng levels of ac�vity? 
10. Are you aware of any publicly funded independent pa�ent 
advocacy services (a) in Australia and (b) in other jurisdic�ons? 
11. Has the Department considered the benefits of providing 
independent pa�ent advocacy to older Australians when they are in 
hospital, and whether this is a service that OPAN could provide? 
12. What, if any, standards are there for the provision of general 
advocacy services and/or independent pa�ent advocacy? 

SQ23-
002169 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Anne 
Ruston 

Aged Care 
Taskforce 

Ques�ons: 
1. With regard to the Aged Care Taskforce, how many mee�ngs have 
they had? 
2. Where have the mee�ngs been held? 
3. What was the process to select par�cipants to be on the 
taskforce? Who made the final decision on par�cipants? Was this 
decision subject to consulta�on, and if so, by whom? 
4. Did the Department of Health do an open tender for applicants to 
apply? 
5. Have any members been required to par�cipate using 
teleconference? 
6. If yes, who par�cipated remotely and why? 
7. What was the dura�on of the first four mee�ngs (in hours?) 
8. Are these mee�ngs las�ng the dura�on specified in the Terms of 
Reference? If not, why not? 
9. Are taskforce members being paid? 
10. Why is Prime Minister and Cabinet running this taskforce, not the 
Department of Health and Aged Care? 
11. The Terms of Reference for the taskforce states ''The Taskforce 
will provide Government with op�ons for considera�on and a 
recommended package in December 2023. It will also provide 
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interim advice in October 2023.'' Has the October advice been 
finalised? 

SQ23-
002334 

Australian 
Radiation 
Protection 
and Nuclear 
Safety 
Agency 

Jane 
Hume 

Paper 
usage from 
Australian 
producers 
and 
overseas - 
Australian 
Radia�on 
Protec�on 
& Nuclear 
Safety 
Agency 

9. Please provide the amount of paper the Department/agency 
sources from Australian producers and from overseas producers.  
 
Please provide the amount in dollar value on a financial year basis 
for the last five financial years. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002333 

Australian 
Radiation 
Protection 
and Nuclear 
Safety 
Agency 

Jane 
Hume 

New policy 
proposals 
provided to 
por�olio 
Minister 
offices 
since 1 July 
2023 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Radia�on 
Protec�on 
& Nuclear 

8. How many New Policy Proposals has the Department/agency 
provided to each Minister in its por�olio since 1 July 2023?  
 
Please provide a list with the number of New Policy Proposals by 
Minister, and the date of the first provided New Policy Proposal. Writen 3/11/2023 
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Safety 
Agency 

SQ23-
002327 

Australian 
Radiation 
Protection 
and Nuclear 
Safety 
Agency 

Jane 
Hume 

Mee�ngs 
between 
Secretary/A
gency head 
with 
Ministers - 
Australian 
Radia�on 
Protec�on 
& Nuclear 
Safety 
Agency 

5. How many mee�ngs has the Secretary/agency head had with the 
Ministers in their por�olio since 1 July 2023?    
   
Please provide a list with the number of mee�ngs by Minister, and 
the date of the first mee�ng with each Minister.   
 
6. How many mee�ngs has the Secretary/agency head had with any 
Ministers not in their por�olio since 1 July 2023?   
 
Please provide a list with the number of mee�ngs by Minister, and 
the date of the first mee�ng with each Minister. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002023 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Maria 
Kovacic 

Medicare 
Card 
Savings 

Senator KOVACIC: Okay. I just have a brief follow-up to that. Do we 
have any informa�on, data or modelling on how many people will 
actually save the full amount-the $180 per year? I'm happy if it's a 
percentage-five per cent; 80 per cent; 50 per cent. 
Ms Shakespeare: It was certainly considered in the prepara�on of 
the impact analysis, which was published back in May. That included 
express wording that said pa�ents will save up to-and it discussed 
the difference between concessional pa�ents and non-concessional 
pa�ents. The figures I don't think are in the impact assessment but 
would have been prepared as part of the input to produce the 
overall impact analysis. Can I go back and check what we can provide 
you on no�ce-what is publicly available and what was part of the 
prepara�on for a cabinet decision. Then we also, I think, have 
undertaken already to provide Senator Ruston with 
informa�on about actual numbers of scripts, once those are 
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available. They fall into the under-co-payment general pa�ent 
category. 
Senator KOVACIC: That would be great-perhaps on that modelling, 
that we expect 10 per cent of people to save $180, but we expect 
like 80 per cent to save $150 or something like that, or what that 
scale was. It's kind of like when you go to the shop and it says up to 
50 per cent off, but everything you want is five per cent off. So I'm 
trying to get an understanding of where that $180 sits for most 
Australians with chronic illness. 
Ms Shakespeare: Sure. The concession card group would be very 
important there. 

SQ23-
002326 

Australian 
Radiation 
Protection 
and Nuclear 
Safety 
Agency 

Jane 
Hume 

Departmen
tal staff and 
Departmen
tal Liaison 
Officer's 
allocated to 
por�olio 
Ministers' 
offices - 
Australian 
Radia�on 
Protec�on 
& Nuclear 
Safety 
Agency 

3. How many Departmental Liaison Officers have been allocated to 
each Minister in the por�olio?   
 
Please provide a list that outlines the level of the member of the 
department, the Minister they have been allocated to, and the �me 
they have been allocated to the Minister.  
 
Please denote any change in this alloca�on since May 2023.    
 
4. How many staff have been provided to Ministers offices not in a 
capacity as a Departmental Liaison Officer?  
 
Please provide a list that outlines the level of the member of the 
department, the Minister they have been allocated to, and the �me 
they have been allocated to the Minister.  
  
Please denote any change in this alloca�on since May 2023. Writen 3/11/2023 
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SQ23-
001946 

Food 
Standards 
Australia 
New Zealand 

Susan 
McDona
ld 

Consumer 
Insights 
Tracker 
results 

4. In rela�on to you inaugural Consumer Insights Tracker which 
surveyed 1237 Australians, with one of the outcomes to provide data 
on trust in informa�on on food labels (the Nutri�on Informa�on 
Panel, ingredient list, allergen informa�on, advisory or warning 
statements, health claims, nutri�on content claims, and best 
before/use by dates) 65.2% of respondents responded posi�vely. Is 
this a sa�sfactory result? Writen 

27/10/202
3 

SQ23-
001947 

Food 
Standards 
Australia 
New Zealand 

Susan 
McDona
ld 

Countries 
that export 
beef 
products to 
Australia 

5. FSANZ assesses the Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy food 
safety status of countries intending to export beef and beef products 
to Australia. You have listed 13 countries that are eligible - Argen�na, 
Brazil, Chile, Croa�a, Japan, Latvia, Lithuania, Mexico, the 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Sweden, the United States and Vanuatu, 
and I understand you are currently assessing Canada. Would you 
please advise what beef products these countries export to 
Australia? Writen 

27/10/202
3 

SQ23-
002056 

Food 
Standards 
Australia 
New Zealand 

Malcol
m 
Roberts 

Mee�ngs 
with the 
Vow Group 
regarding 
an 
applica�on 
to market 
an ar�ficial 
quail 
product 

1. In a ques�on on no�ce from Senator McDonald in May, FSANZ 
indicated they had several mee�ngs with the Vow Group regarding 
an applica�on to market an ar�ficial quail product. What is the 
status of the applica�on? 
2. I no�ce in that FOI you men�oned a mee�ng(s), can you provide 
the same informa�on to me that you provided to Vow, and any 
further updates to that informa�on. It would seem to me guidelines 
for laboratory grown fake meat, given the cancer risk from these 
products, are of utmost significance. 
3. Do those guidelines mandate carcinogenicity tes�ng to ensure 
these lab experiments are not going to affect health over the longer 
term? 
4. Fake meat has all the nutri�on of whatever goes into the vat it is 
grown in. Do you have standards for addi�ves used in these bio-

Writen 6/11/2023 
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reactors? I understand its a cocktail of nutrients, growth factors, 
hormones and chemicals to control bacteria, amongst others? 

SQ23-
002081 

Food 
Standards 
Australia 
New Zealand 

Anne 
Ruston 

P1028 - 
FSANZ 
proposal to 
change 
infant 
formula 

1. What has prompted the proposed changes from FSANZ (P1028)? 
2. What evidence base is FSANZ using to separate its regulatory 
model or infant formula dissimilar to all other food products it 
governs? 
3. How widely has FSANZ consulted with industry, pharmacy and 
parental / caregiving groups to mi�gate long-term impacts to those 
in need? 
4. Has FSANZ considered where parents may be able to access 
informa�on on different product varie�es and ingredients? Is FSANZ 
expec�ng retail staff in groceries or pharmacies to act as repositories 
of all informa�on on different infant formula products? 
5. Has FSANZ consulted with the pharmacy industry to understand 
what impacts will be felt by pharmacists and their staff across the 
country if P1028 is implemented? 
a. What training regimen or requirements is FSANZ proposing to 
upskill pharmacists? 
b. Is FSANZ aware of any measures by the Albanese Government to 
reimburse pharmacists for the �me required for pharmacists to learn 
more about infant formula, especially with labelling restric�ons 
being implemented? 
6. In Australia, 64 per cent of all gastrointes�nal condi�on products 
are sold through the grocery channel compared to 36 per cent 
through the pharmacy channel. SMPPi products are also frequently 
recommended for babies with colic. Has FSANZ considered what 
health outcomes may occur if infants needing SMPPi products are 
unable to access the formula they need? 
7. What modelling is FSANZ using to understand how to mi�gate 
addi�onal costs going into the development of infant formula, and 

Writen 6/11/2023 
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ul�mately being passed on to consumers – in this case the parents of 
infants? 
8. Has FSANZ consulted with the pharmacy peak bodies to 
understand how restric�ng sales of infant formula to pharmacies will 
likely impact their business and revenue models? 

SQ23-
002325 

Australian 
Radiation 
Protection 
and Nuclear 
Safety 
Agency 

Jane 
Hume 

Hospitality 
provided to 
por�olio 
Ministers' 
offices 
since 1 July 
2023 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Radia�on 
Protec�on 
& Nuclear 
Safety 
Agency 

2. Since 1 July 2023, has the Department provided any hospitality in 
Ministers' offices?  
 
Please specify the date, itemised cost, purpose, and atendees for 
the hospitality.  
 
Since 1 July 2023, have there been any amendments to the 
Department's policy on providing hospitality in the Ministers offices?   
 
If so, please provide a copy of the policy and a reference for the 
amendment Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
001945 

Food 
Standards 
Australia 
New Zealand 

Susan 
McDona
ld 

Food 
Standards 
Australia 
New 
Zealand - 
Annual 
Report 

1. I received an email at 2.15pm on Monday (23 October) from the 
Senate Table Office including a link to the FSANZ Annual Report. The 
Chair of the FSANZ Board, Glenys Beauchamp PSM, dated her 
foreword in the report as 04 October. Why would it take so long for 
the report to be tabled? 
 
2. On what date did the Minister and Department receive the 
report? Did they receive it on 04 October? 
 

Writen 
27/10/202
3 
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3. Why would the report be held for so long before release? And why 
would it be released only three days before FSANZ appears at 
Es�mates? 

SQ23-
002223 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Gerard 
Rennick 

mRNA 
vaccine and 
degrada�o
n of  lipids 
once inside 
the cell 

48. ''Unlike a normal vaccine that generates an immune response, 
the Covid mRNA vaccine generates an autoimmune response against 
cells transfected with the vaccine mRNA by the vaccine lipids.'' Does 
the TGA agree with this statement? If not, why not? Transfec�on is a 
key feature of mRNA technology and by the entering the cell, the 
vaccine has the poten�al to create a T cell autoimmune response.  
49. The lipids in the mRNA vaccine are designed to degrade once 
inside a cell provided there is a high enough level of acidity. How can 
the TGA be sure lipids actually degrade in cytoplasm and don't cross 
the nuclear membrane if no genotoxicity was performed? What if 
the cell doesn't have the right level of acidity - what then happens to 
the lipid? Does the TGA appreciate how incredibly random the 
distribu�on of charged cells are and the vola�lity between body 
organs and across different people is? '' Writen 6/11/2023 

SQ23-
002471 

Australian 
Radiation 
Protection 
and Nuclear 
Safety 
Agency 

Jane 
Hume 

ChatGPT on 
internal 
networks - 
Australian 
Radia�on 
Protec�on 
& Nuclear 
Safety 
Agency 

39. Does the department/agency allow for the use of ChatGPT on 
the internal network?  
 
If so, what risk management and governance mechanisms are in 
place to protect government data?  
a. Please provide the department/agency policy on use of ar�ficial 
intelligence. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002470 

Australian 
Radiation 
Protection 

Jane 
Hume 

Flexible 
work 
arrangeme

38. How many staff have a flexible work arrangement in place that 
enables them to work from home?  
a. Please provide a breakdown including; 

Writen 3/11/2023 



78 
 

and Nuclear 
Safety 
Agency 

nt - 
Australian 
Radia�on 
Protec�on 
& Nuclear 
Safety 
Agency 

i. The propor�on of staff who work from home one day a week?  
ii. The propor�on of staff who work from home two days a week?  
iii. The propor�on of staff who work from home three days a week?  
iv. The propor�on of staff who work from home four days a week?  
v. The propor�on of staff who work from home five days a week?  
b. What is the annual cost of ren�ng out office space for employees? 
c. Please provide a copy of the department/agency's work from 
home policy. 

SQ23-
002469 

Australian 
Radiation 
Protection 
and Nuclear 
Safety 
Agency 

Jane 
Hume 

Ten largest 
movements 
of funds in 
the most 
recent 
financial 
year - 
Australian 
Radia�on 
Protec�on 
& Nuclear 
Safety 
Agency 

37. For the por�olio, please provide a list of the ten largest 
movements of funds in the most recent financial year, including a 
profile of the forward es�mates for the impact of the movement. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002468 

Australian 
Radiation 
Protection 
and Nuclear 
Safety 
Agency 

Jane 
Hume 

Ten largest 
es�mate 
varia�ons 
in the most 
recent 
financial 
year - 
Australian 

36. For the por�olio, please provide a list of the ten largest es�mate 
varia�ons in the most recent financial year. Writen 3/11/2023 
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Radia�on 
Protec�on 
& Nuclear 
Safety 
Agency 

SQ23-
002462 

Australian 
Radiation 
Protection 
and Nuclear 
Safety 
Agency 

Jane 
Hume 

Freedom of 
informa�on 
applica�on
s has the 
Ministers 
office 
received 
since 1 July 
2023 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Radia�on 
Protec�on 
& Nuclear 
Safety 
Agency 

35. How many freedom of informa�on applica�ons have been 
received by the Minister's office since 1 July 2023? 
Please provide a breakdown including; 
a. the number of applica�ons by Minister, 
i. the number of applica�ons that are yet to be decided; 
ii. the number of applica�ons refused; and 
iii. the number of applica�ons overdue, including the number of days 
overdue. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002456 

Australian 
Radiation 
Protection 
and Nuclear 
Safety 
Agency 

Jane 
Hume 

Current ASL 
allocated to 
the 
departmen
t/agency as 
at 1 July 
2023 - 

32. Please provide the number of current ASL allocated to the 
department/agency as at 1 July 2023. 
 
Please provide:  
a. Total number of ASL;  
b. Total number of FTE by APS classifica�on; 
c. the number of ASL allocated to each outcome for which the 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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Australian 
Radia�on 
Protec�on 
& Nuclear 
Safety 
Agency 

department/agency is responsible; and 
d. the number of FTE, by classifica�on, allocated to each outcome for 
which the department/agency is responsible; and 
e. The number of FTE posi�ons that are not currently filled, broken 
down by classifica�on. 

SQ23-
002454 

Australian 
Radiation 
Protection 
and Nuclear 
Safety 
Agency 

Jane 
Hume 

New 
en��es 
created, 
wound up, 
amalgamat
ed, ceased 
or 
disbanded 
since May 
2022 - 
Australian 
Radia�on 
Protec�on 
& Nuclear 
Safety 
Agency 

29. How many new en��es (including advisory boards and agencies) 
have been created within the por�olio since May 2022?  
Please list each en�ty, its purpose, and the date it was created. 
 
30. How many new en��es (including advisory boards and agencies) 
have been wound up, amalgamated, ceased or disbanded since May 
2022? 
Please list each en�ty, its purpose, and the date it was wound up, 
amalgamated, ceased, or disbanded. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002453 

Australian 
Radiation 
Protection 
and Nuclear 
Safety 
Agency 

Jane 
Hume 

List of 
membershi
ps for 
Commonw
ealth inter-
departmen
tal 

28. Please provide a list of the interdepartmental commitees that 
the department/agency par�cipates in or provides representa�on to. 
 
Please provide: 
a. the name of the interdepartmental commitee; 
b. a list of the membership; 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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commitees 
- Australian 
Radia�on 
Protec�on 
& Nuclear 
Safety 
Agency 

c. the date it was established; and 
d. its purpose. 

SQ23-
002452 

Australian 
Radiation 
Protection 
and Nuclear 
Safety 
Agency 

Jane 
Hume 

Current 
reviews 
and 
completed 
reviews 
since 1 July 
2022 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Radia�on 
Protec�on 
& Nuclear 
Safety 
Agency 

26. Please provide a list of the number of reviews that the 
department/agency is currently conduc�ng.  
Please provide: 
a. the name of the review; 
b. the purpose of the review; 
c. the name or names of the reviewer(s); 
d. the remunera�on for each of the reviewer(s); 
e. the budgeted cost of the review; 
f. the amount spent to date; and 
g. the date the review is due to be completed. 
 
27. Please provide a list of the number of reviews that the 
department/agency has completed since 1 July 2022.  
Please provide:  
a. the name of the review; 
b. the purpose of the review; 
c. the name or names of the reviewer(s); 
d. the remunera�on for each of the reviewer(s); 
e. the budgeted cost of the review; 
f. the amount spent; 
g. the date the review was due to be completed; 
h. the date the review was completed; 
i. the date the review was provided to the Department; 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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j. the date the review was provided to the Minister; and 
k. the date the review was provided to the Minister's office. 

SQ23-
002345 

Australian 
Radiation 
Protection 
and Nuclear 
Safety 
Agency 

Jane 
Hume 

Comcare 
and Fair 
Work 
Commissio
n referrals 
and claims 
in current 
financial 
year to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Radia�on 
Protec�on 
& Nuclear 
Safety 

24. In rela�on to department/agency: 
a. In the current financial year to date, how many maters have been 
referred to Comcare? 
b. Of those claims referred to Comcare, redac�ng confiden�al 
informa�on, advise in which division the claimant works or worked 
and the circumstances surrounding the claim. 
c. What has the Department/agency learned from past Comcare 
claims? 
d. Of those employees who submited a Comcare claim, how many 
returned to work a�er a period of absence? 
 
25. In rela�on to the department/agency: 
a. In the current financial year to date, how many maters have been 
referred to the Fair Work Commission? 
b. Of those maters referred to either, please provide a 
comprehensive account of the circumstances, redac�ng confiden�al 
informa�on, including in which division the employee is or was 
employed, the nature of the complaint and the nature of the 
determina�on of the Fair Work Commission, Fair Work Ombudsman 
and/or conciliator. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002343 

Australian 
Radiation 
Protection 
and Nuclear 
Safety 
Agency 

Jane 
Hume 

Use of 
departmen
tal/agency 
credit cards 
in financial 
year 
2023/24 to 

In rela�on to departmental use of credit cards: 
a. How many credit cards are currently on issue for department or 
agency staff? 
b. What was the value of the largest reported purchase on a credit 
card in financial year 2023/24 to date and what was it for? 
c. How much interest was paid on amounts outstanding from credit 
cards in financial year 2023/24 to date? 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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26 October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Radia�on 
Protec�on 
& Nuclear 
Safety 
Agency 

d. How much was paid in late fees on amounts outstanding from 
credit cards in financial year 2023/24 to date? 
e. What was the largest amount outstanding on a single card at the 
end of a payment period in financial year 2023/24 to date? 
f. How many credit cards were reported as lost or stolen in financial 
year 2023/24 to date and what was the cost of their replacement?   
g. How many credit card purchases were deemed to be illegi�mate 
or contrary to department or agency policy in financial year 2023/24 
to date? What was the total value of those purchases? How many 
purchases were asked to be repaid on that basis in financial year 
2023/24 to date and what was the total value thereof? Were all 
those amounts actually repaid? If no, how many were not repaid, 
and what was the total value thereof? 
h. What was the largest purchase that was deemed illegi�mate or 
contrary to department or agency policy and asked to be repaid in 
financial year 2023/243 to date? What that amount actually repaid, 
in full? If no, what amount was le� unpaid? 
i. Are any credit cards currently on issue connected to rewards 
schemes? Do staff receive any personal benefit as a result of those 
reward schemes? 
j. Please provide a copy of the department or agency's staff credit 
card policy. 
k. Please denote any changes to this policy that have been made 
since February 2023 

SQ23-
002342 

Australian 
Radiation 
Protection 
and Nuclear 
Safety 
Agency 

Jane 
Hume 

Total 
expenditur
e on 
promo�ona
l 
merchandis

22. What was the Department's/agency's total expenditure on 
promo�onal merchandise in financial year 2023/24 to date?  
 
Please provide an itemised list of the merchandise purchased with 
costs.  
 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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e in 
financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Radia�on 
Protec�on 
& Nuclear 
Safety 
Agency 

Please provide examples and photographs of the merchandise 
purchased 

SQ23-
002341 

Australian 
Radiation 
Protection 
and Nuclear 
Safety 
Agency 

Jane 
Hume 

Total 
expenditur
e on media 
monitoring, 
adver�sing 
and 
campaigns 
financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Radia�on 
Protec�on 
& Nuclear 

20. What was the Department's/agency's total expenditure on media 
monitoring services in financial year 2023/24 to date? 
 
21. What was the Department's/agency's total expenditure on 
adver�sing and informa�on campaigns in financial year 2023/24 to 
date?  
 
Please provide an itemised list of the campaigns, their purpose, and 
their expected costs. Writen 3/11/2023 
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Safety 
Agency 

SQ23-
002340 

Australian 
Radiation 
Protection 
and Nuclear 
Safety 
Agency 

Jane 
Hume 

Travel costs 
for financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Radia�on 
Protec�on 
& Nuclear 
Safety 
Agency 

16. Please provide an itemised list of the Secretary's/agency deputy 
head's travel for financial year 2023/24 to date, including costs of 
flights and accommoda�on. 
 
17. Please provide an itemised list of each Deputy Secretary's/agency 
head's travel for financial year 2023/24 to date, including costs of 
flights and accommoda�on. 
 
19. What was the total cost of staff travel for departmental/agency 
employees in financial year 2023/24 to date? Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002338 

Australian 
Radiation 
Protection 
and Nuclear 
Safety 
Agency 

Jane 
Hume 

Expenditur
e on any 
func�ons 
or official 
recep�ons 
(etc) 
hosted by 
the 
Departmen
t/Agency or 
Ministers/A
ssistant 
Ministers in 
financial 
year 

13. In rela�on to expenditure on any func�ons or official recep�ons 
etc hosted by the Department or agencies in the por�olio in financial 
year 2023/24 to date, please provide the following: 
a. List of func�ons; 
b. List of atendees; 
c. Func�on venue; 
d. Itemised list of costs (GST inclusive); 
e. Details of any food served; 
f. Details of any wines or champagnes served including brand and 
vintage; and 
g. Details of any entertainment provided. 
 
14. In rela�on to any func�ons or official recep�ons hosted by 
Ministers or Assistant Ministers in the por�olio in financial year 
2023/24 to date, please provide the following: 

Writen 3/11/2023 



86 
 

2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Radia�on 
Protec�on 
& Nuclear 
Safety 
Agency 

a. List of func�ons; 
b. List of atendees; 
c. Func�on venue; 
d. Itemised list of costs (GST inclusive); 
e. Details of any food served; 
f. Details of any wines or champagnes served including brand and 
vintage; and 
g. Details of any entertainment provided. 

SQ23-
002337 

Australian 
Radiation 
Protection 
and Nuclear 
Safety 
Agency 

Jane 
Hume 

2022-23 
October 
Budget, 
Savings 
from 
External 
Labour, and 
Savings 
from 
Adver�sing
, Travel and 
Legal 
Expenses - 
Australian 
Radia�on 
Protec�on 
& Nuclear 
Safety 
Agency 

12. In rela�on to the measure in the 2022-23 October Budget, 
Savings from External Labour, and Savings from Adver�sing, Travel 
and Legal Expenses.  
a. What was the value of savings that the Department/agency was 
requested to deliver for the 2022-23 year in aggregate?  
 
b. Has the Department/agency iden�fied the savings they will make 
across the following areas to achieve this cut:  
i. External labour hire  
ii. Consultancy 
iii. Adver�sing campaigns  
iv. Travel  
v. Legal expenses  
 
c. Can the Department/agency provide a breakdown of the funding 
reduc�ons they have made in totality, and in each of the above 
areas, and what they relate to?  
 
d. Has the Department/agency been informed of the cut that will be 
made to their funding in the next financial year, or the rest of the 
forward es�mates?  

Writen 3/11/2023 
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e. Can the Department/agency confirm the total new number of 
contracts (ongoing and termina�ng) and total cost of these contracts 
issued on AusTender since 30 June 2022 which relate to the 
following areas:  
i. External labour hire  
ii. Consultancy  
iii. Adver�sing campaigns  
iv. Travel  
v. Legal expenses   
f. Please provide a breakdown of the value of contracts across each 
area and iden�fy the categories on AusTender which are used to 
determine the Departments iden�fica�on of the contracts.  
i. Is the Department/agency on track to meet the saving target?  
ii. Has the Department/agency sought an exemp�on or alterna�on 
from/to the savings target? iii. If so, why and was it approved? 

SQ23-
002336 

Australian 
Radiation 
Protection 
and Nuclear 
Safety 
Agency 

Jane 
Hume 

List of 
membershi
ps for 
Commonw
ealth 
taskforces - 
Australian 
Radia�on 
Protec�on 
& Nuclear 
Safety 
Agency 

11. Please provide a list of all the Commonwealth taskforces of 
which the Department/agency has membership.  
 
Please specify where there are changes to the list since May 2023. Writen 3/11/2023 
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SQ23-
002335 

Australian 
Radiation 
Protection 
and Nuclear 
Safety 
Agency 

Jane 
Hume 

List of 
membershi
ps for 
Commonw
ealth inter-
departmen
tal 
commitees 
- Australian 
Radia�on 
Protec�on 
& Nuclear 
Safety 
Agency 

10. Please provide a list of all the Commonwealth inter-departmental 
commitees of which the Department/agency has membership.  
 
Please specify where there are changes to the list since May 2023. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002077 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Anne 
Ruston 

Headspace 
Centre – 
South West 
Region of 
WA 

1. In May 2022, the former Coali�on Government commited to 
establish a satellite headspace in Manjimup, in the inland South 
West region of Western Australia. Has there been any progress 
towards establishing a satellite headspace in inland Southwestern 
WA? 
2. Has the Department provided advice to the Minister on 
establishing a satellite headspace in this area? If so, what was that 
advice? 
3. Blackwood Youth Ac�on is a local charity that supports at-risk and 
marginalised young people living in the Blackwood region. Is the 
Department aware of the Blackwood Youth Ac�on's (BYA) advocacy 
efforts in establishing a headspace in the inland South West region of 
Western Australia? 
4. Is the Department aware that the region has been assessed by the 

Writen 6/11/2023 
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WA Primary Health Alliance as a key loca�on for suicide preven�on 
and youth mental health services? 

SQ23-
002199 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Gerard 
Rennick 

Under-
repor�ng  
of the 
adverse 
effects of 
the vaccine 

27. The rate of adverse events in WA for the Covid vaccine is 264 
�mes per 100,000 doses which is a rate 24 �mes higher than non-
Covid vaccines, and 48 �mes higher given that two doses were 
required. How can the TGA ignore this red flag? The prior TGA head, 
Professor John Skerrit, said during the rollout of the vaccine that 
anecdotal reported injuries had to be looked at in conjunc�on with 
background rates. Given background rates are showing a high injury 
rate, why is the TGA ignoring these alarming findings? 
 
28. ''It is generally acknowledged that adverse events are under-
reported around the world, with es�mates that 90-95% of adverse 
events are not reported to regulators. In recent years evidence has 
emerged that adverse event reports from consumers contain 
informa�on that is useful for monitoring the safety of therapeu�c 
products, but there is low awareness of available repor�ng systems. 
Each year the TGA receives more than 17,000 reports of suspected 
adverse events to medicines and vaccines. In 2013 about 3% of these 
reports came from consumers, compared with 55% coming via 
pharmaceu�cal companies, 17% from state and territory health 
departments, 10% from hospitals and hospital pharmacists and the 
remainder from community pharmacists and general prac��oners.'' 
htps://www.tga.gov.au/news/media-releases/new-web-service-
helps-consumer-repor�ng-side-effects 
Given the TGA acknowledges adverse reports are underreported, 
does the TGA acknowledge the number of Covid vaccine injuries 
would be much higher than those reported and recorded on the 
DAEN? 
29. AusVaxSafety reports 1 in 100 people went to the hospital or a 

Writen 6/11/2023 
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GP a�er just three days of ge�ng a vaccine versus 2 in 1000 
reported to the TGA. Does the TGA admit that the DAEN database 
does not capture all acquired vaccine injuries? 
 
30. Why does the TGA data show an injury rate lower than the 
AusVaxSafety data? Is it because the TGA DAEN database is a passive 
monitoring system, not an ac�ve monitoring system?  
31. Why doesn't the TGA conduct ac�ve surveillance rather than 
passive surveillance of vaccines?'' 

SQ23-
002330 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Ralph 
Babet 

Staffing 
alloca�on 
for the 
vaccine 
scheme 15. What staffing alloca�on does the scheme have? Writen 6/11/2023 

SQ23-
002537 

Food 
Standards 
Australia 
New Zealand 

Jane 
Hume 

Solicited or 
encouraged 
dona�ons 
to the YES 
Campaign - 
Food 
Standards 
Australia 
New 
Zealand 

40. It was reported in the The Age and Sydney Morning Herald by 
journalists Richard Baker, Nick McKenzie and Hannah Bowers that Mr 
Richard Prat said that he had donated $1 million to the Voice 
referendum's Yes campaign because he had fielded a request to do 
so from a senior adviser to Prime Minister Anthony Albanese.  
a. Have any personal staff in the Office of the Minister solicited or 
encouraged dona�ons to the YES Campaign prior to or during the 
course of the referendum campaign? 
b. Have any personal staff in the Office of the Minister solicited or 
encouraged dona�ons to the YES Campaign on the basis of policy 
decisions? Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002226 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Gerard 
Rennick Repor�ng 

of Covid 

''52. The TGA state that 609 reports of suspected deaths due to the 
Covid-19 vaccines came from State Health departments. Why does 
the TGA claim to know more about the cause of death for the 
deceased than the health departments who actually diagnosed the 

Writen 6/11/2023 
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vaccine 
deaths 

deceased person? I note that in a prior QON the TGA failed to 
explain why they know more than the medical professionals who 
examined the pa�ent.  
 
53. The TGA claims the reported deaths are because they temporally 
related to the vaccina�on. This is a blatant lie because the reported 
deaths have a box that asks the reporter to �ck if they suspect the 
death was related to the vaccine. The reporter does not believe the 
deaths are just temporal as claimed by the TGA, as in nearly all cases 
they �cked the suspected box. Why did the TGA make such a false 
claim? 
 
54. As per a previous QON, 30% of reported and suspected deaths 
were in the first week a�er vaccina�on. Given people were not 
recognised as vaccinated un�l three weeks a�er receiving the 
vaccine, does the TGA believe that Health Departments repor�ng 
Covid deaths were oversta�ng the deaths due to Covid and not the 
vaccine?'' 

SQ23-
002216 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Gerard 
Rennick 

Animal 
studies 
with the 
Covid 
vaccine 
inves�ga�n
g the real 
theore�cal 
risk of the 
HLA system 

'45. With an understanding of the Human Leucocyte system and its 
theore�cal poten�al to cause adverse effects with gene therapy 
strategies such as mRNA vaccines, can the TGA please refer to animal 
studies with the Covid vaccine that inves�gated the real theore�cal 
risk of the HLA system, and how the findings demonstrated 
mechanis�cally that it was not a safety issue?'' Writen 6/11/2023 
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SQ23-
002096 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Gerard 
Rennick 

Individuals 
who 
conducted 
meta-
analysis 
and 
payments 
from 
pharmaceu
�cal 
companies 
or studies 

9. In the prior set of es�mates, Professor Kelly referred to a real 
world study of 3.8 million people to claim that the vaccines were 
associated with a reduced risk of all-cause mortality when in fact all-
cause mortality rose for 2021 and 2022.  Given the study was not 
randomised, blinded, longitudinal, autopsies were not carried out 
and the popula�on was not stra�fied for risk, how can Professor 
Kelly make this claim which has no data to support it?   
 
Who were the people that conducted the meta-analysis and who 
were the people who peer reviewed it? Did these people either 
receive payments from pharmaceu�cal companies or did their 
employers receive money from pharmaceu�cal studies? Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002070 

National 
Health and 
Medical 
Research 
Council 

Anne 
Ruston 

Mental 
Health 

1. Almost half of young women aged 16 to 24 experienced mental 
health issues in the last financial year. With more than one-third of 
women under 35 being those who access the addi�onal 10 Medicare 
subsidised Beter Access psychology sessions provided under the 
previous Coali�on Government, does the Department agree that 
axing those sessions dispropor�onately impacts young women? 
2. Did the Department provide any advice to the Government on the 
removal of the addi�onal 10 mental health sessions and if so, what 
was that advice?  
3. Could the list of organisa�ons, academics and experts who 
atended the Minister's mental health forum on 30 January 2023 be 
released to the public?  
4. Can you please provide an update on the progress of the $7.5 
million establishment of the 2 independent na�onal mental health 
lived experience peak bodies? Writen 6/11/2023 
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SQ23-
001967 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Jordon 
Steele-
John 

Re-opening 
of 
thalidomid
e survivors 
registra�on 

Senator STEELE-JOHN: Okay. I want to go to registra�ons for the 
support program. The department of health closed registra�ons, I 
believe, on 1 May 2022. 
... 
Ms Goodchild: We promoted it through the department's website. 
We also used other survivors-in par�cular, the Thalidomide Group 
Australia-which has a considerable number of people on their books. 
They were also put in those newsleters. The legal firms that had 
previously considered unrecognised thalidomide survivors as part of 
those cases also provided details of the scheme so that people could 
come forth to us to get themselves recognised. 
Senator STEELE-JOHN: So you put it on the website. You relied on 
word of mouth and the stakeholder representa�ve groups. You 
contacted the legal firms. They are ac�ons. There are other ac�ons 
you could have taken, such as an adver�sing campaign. There are 
very many other tools that are available to the department of health. 
I note that other countries have not only maintained an open 
applica�on process for their support programs but also made explicit 
and proac�ve their adver�sing campaigns to welcome people to 
apply because of the s�gma that exists around thalidomide and the 
confusion as to whether one may be affected. We're considering 
mul�billion-dollar programs in this department as a commitee. This 
is $44.9 million to roughly 150 Australians. Has the government 
considered reopening registra�ons to new entrants, Minister or 
department-whoever can engage? 
Ms Davis: We have been contacted by a small number of people 
since the program closed. We've asked if we 
can keep their details if the program does reopen so that we can 
contact them again. Whether that program 
reopens is a mater for government. 
Senator STEELE-JOHN: Minister, can you advise whether the health 

84-85 
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minister is considering reopening the program for those applicants? 
Senator Gallagher: I would have to take that on no�ce, Senator 
Steele-John. 

SQ23-
002206 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

David 
Pocock 

Primary 
Care 
Planning 

• The Department men�oned that it was having regular discussion 
with the ACT in rela�on to primary care planning. 
o How o�en are these mee�ngs and who is represented? 
o Are minutes kept for these mee�ngs, and if yes, please provide a 
copy of the minutes from the two most recent mee�ngs? 
o What outcomes is the Commonwealth seeking to achieve with the 
ACT in rela�on to primary care in the Territory? 
• The ACT has a very low GP to popula�on ra�o – lower than some 
remote areas of the country. What is being done to atract more  
        GPs to Canberra and the Canberra region? Writen 8/11/2023 

SQ23-
002147 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Anne 
Ruston 

COVID 
impacts on 
the TGA 

Can you outline the impacts on: 
1. Business as usual (BAU) requirements for other non-COVID 
approvals such as new drugs, new blood/other fluid tes�ng regimes 
and cosme�cs? 
2. What sort of backlog and delay on BAU applica�ons resulted from 
the COVID demands – numbers of applica�ons on hand and �me 
taken to process them? 
3. Has this backlog resulted in more demands for informa�on or 
scien�fic data to be updated or requested again? 
4. Does the TGA have sufficient staff in place to deal with the current 
backlog? If not, why not? 
5. Within those bounds, when does the TGA expect to be able to 
clear the backlog? 
6.Since COVID has the TGA implemented new cer�fica�on 
requirements for those products? 
o How do those new standards apply to exis�ng applica�ons in the 

Writen 6/11/2023 
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backlog – ie: are they exempt? 
o Is the TGA aware of how much addi�onal �me and cost that will 
have on industry in ge�ng the addi�onal informa�on on those 
exis�ng applica�ons? 

SQ23-
002850 

Office of the 
Gene 
Technology 
Regulator 

Jane 
Hume 

List of 
membershi
ps for 
Commonw
ealth inter-
departmen
tal 
commitees 
- Office of 
the Gene 
Technology 
Regulator 

28. Please provide a list of the interdepartmental commitees that 
the department/agency par�cipates in or provides representa�on to.  
 
  
 
Please provide:  
 
a. the name of the interdepartmental commitee;  
 
b. a list of the membership;  
 
c. the date it was established; and  
 
d. its purpose.  
 
  
 
  
 
10. Please provide a list of all the Commonwealth inter-departmental 
commitees of which the Department/agency has membership.   
 
  
 
Please specify where there are changes to the list since May 2023. Writen 3/11/2023 
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SQ23-
002044 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Jordon 
Steele-
John 

Federal 
Governmen
t and Black 
Dog 
ins�tute 

What projects is the Federal Government currently working in 
partnership with the Black Dog ins�tute on?   
• Currently to access the Beter Access Scheme requires assessment 
by a General Prac��oner, and people complete the DASS-21 scale 
during their appointment. Correct?  
o Has the department considered allowing other healthcare 
professionals to undertake an assessment and enter a person into 
the beter access scheme?  
o Has the department considered amending the tool use during 
these appointments? Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002191 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Gerard 
Rennick 

Is 
Myocardi�s 
a risk factor 
for cardiac 
arrest 

17. Chest pain is a commonly reported adverse event from the Covid 
vaccine. In the WA vaccine safety report there were 1,404 reports of 
chest pain but only 98 cases of myocardi�s – does the TGA think 
myocardi�s could be misclassified as chest pain in both this report 
and the TGA adverse event data base? 
18. Does the new TGA management agree with Professor Skerrit 
that myocardi�s is not a risk factor that can lead to cardiac arrest? Writen 6/11/2023 

SQ23-
002126 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Ralph 
Babet 

Safety 
signals 

4. Were safety signals iden�fied by the TGA in rela�on to informa�on 
managed by AusVaxSafety? If so, what safety signals were iden�fied, 
was an inves�ga�on commenced, and what was the outcome of the 
inves�ga�on/s? 
 
5. Did the TGA receive or act on any other safety signals from World 
Health Organiza�on, medical literature, data from the companies 
that manufacture and distribute vaccines, health professionals, peak 
bodies, regional pharmacovigilance centres, academic groups, expert 
groups like the Advisory Commitee on Vaccines (ACV), the 
Australian Technical Advisory Group on Immunisa�on (ATAGI), or 
other internal and external stakeholders? 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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6. What method does the TGA use to validate and characterise a 
safety signal and who is responsible for this task? 

SQ23-
002857 

Office of the 
Gene 
Technology 
Regulator 

Jane 
Hume 

ChatGPT on 
internal 
networks - 
Office of 
the Gene 
Technology 
Regulator 

39. Does the department/agency allow for the use of ChatGPT on 
the internal network?   
 
  
 
If so, what risk management and governance mechanisms are in 
place to protect government data?   
 
a. Please provide the department/agency policy on use of ar�ficial 
intelligence. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002856 

Office of the 
Gene 
Technology 
Regulator 

Jane 
Hume 

Flexible 
work 
arrangeme
nt - Office 
of the Gene 
Technology 
Regulator 

38. How many staff have a flexible work arrangement in place that 
enables them to work from home?   
 
a. Please provide a breakdown including;  
 
i. The propor�on of staff who work from home one day a week?   
 
ii. The propor�on of staff who work from home two days a week?   
 
iii. The propor�on of staff who work from home three days a week?   
 
iv. The propor�on of staff who work from home four days a week?   
 
v. The propor�on of staff who work from home five days a week?   
 
b. What is the annual cost of ren�ng out office space for employees?  

Writen 3/11/2023 
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c. Please provide a copy of the department/agency's work from 
home policy. 

SQ23-
002774 

National 
Health and 
Medical 
Research 
Council 

Jane 
Hume 

2022-23 
October 
Budget, 
Savings 
from 
External 
Labour, and 
Savings 
from 
Adver�sing
, Travel and 
Legal 
Expenses - 
Na�onal 
Health & 
Medical 
Research 
Council 

12. In rela�on to the measure in the 2022-23 October Budget, 
Savings from External Labour, and Savings from Adver�sing, Travel 
and Legal Expenses.  
a. What was the value of savings that the Department/agency was 
requested to deliver for the 2022-23 year in aggregate?  
 
b. Has the Department/agency iden�fied the savings they will make 
across the following areas to achieve this cut:  
i. External labour hire  
ii. Consultancy 
iii. Adver�sing campaigns  
iv. Travel  
v. Legal expenses  
 
c. Can the Department/agency provide a breakdown of the funding 
reduc�ons they have made in totality, and in each of the above 
areas, and what they relate to?  
 
d. Has the Department/agency been informed of the cut that will be 
made to their funding in the next financial year, or the rest of the 
forward es�mates?  
 
e. Can the Department/agency confirm the total new number of 
contracts (ongoing and termina�ng) and total cost of these contracts 
issued on AusTender since 30 June 2022 which relate to the 
following areas:  
i. External labour hire  

Writen 3/11/2023 
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ii. Consultancy 
iii. Adver�sing campaigns  
iv. Travel  
v. Legal expenses  
  
f. Please provide a breakdown of the value of contracts across each 
area and iden�fy the categories on AusTender which are used to 
determine the Departments iden�fica�on of the contracts.  
i. Is the Department/agency on track to meet the saving target?  
ii. Has the Department/agency sought an exemp�on or alterna�on 
from/to the savings target?  
iii. If so, why and was it approved? 

SQ23-
002770 

National 
Health and 
Medical 
Research 
Council 

Jane 
Hume 

List of 
membershi
ps for 
Commonw
ealth 
taskforces - 
Na�onal 
Health & 
Medical 
Research 
Council 

11. Please provide a list of all the Commonwealth taskforces of 
which the Department/agency has membership.  
 
Please specify where there are changes to the list since May 2023. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002763 

National 
Health and 
Medical 
Research 
Council 

Jane 
Hume 

Paper 
usage from 
Australian 
producers 
and 
overseas - 

9. Please provide the amount of paper the Department/agency 
sources from Australian producers and from overseas producers.  
 
Please provide the amount in dollar value on a financial year basis 
for the last five financial years. Writen 3/11/2023 



100 
 

Na�onal 
Health & 
Medical 
Research 
Council 

SQ23-
001950 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Andrew 
Bragg 

Medical 
Outreach 
Indigenous 
Chronic 
Disease 
Program 

In the context of the Medical Outreach Indigenous Chronic Disease 
Program: 
1. What is the annual aggregated cost of this program? 
2. How many Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders are receiving 
chronic disease tes�ng because of this program? 
3. What is the annual per capita cost for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander popula�on that receives chronic disease tes�ng from this 
program? Writen 

27/10/202
3 

SQ23-
002031 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Anne 
Ruston 

Voice to 
Parliament 
Leter 

Senator RUSTON: Has the department seen the Voice to Parliament 
leter that was signed off by a significant number of health 
organisa�ons? 
Senator Gallagher: Health organisa�ons? 
Senator RUSTON: Pharma organisa�ons across ins�tutes and all sorts 
of organisa�ons that receive funding from government. 
Mr Exell: We have seen the media repor�ng, but we have not 
received that communica�on in a formal way since. 
Senator RUSTON: Who reached out to these organisa�ons to seek to 
have their names included on this document? Is that something the 
department would know about? 
Mr Exell: No. 
Senator RUSTON: Minister, do you know how it came about? 
Senator Gallagher: I am not across the full detail of how it came 
about, but I understand that the minister for health and his office 
would have worked with organisa�ons around that. I don't think that 

19-20 
26/10/202
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is a surprise. The government was in support of a 'Yes' vote for the 
referendum. 
Senator RUSTON: I am not sugges�ng that wasn't the case. Where 
did the list of organisa�ons come from? Was the department asked 
to provide a list of organisa�ons? 
Mr Exell: To the effect of that leter? 
Senator RUSTON: To the minister? 
Mr Exell: No, not to my knowledge. 
Senator RUSTON: We are quite clear that the department didn't have 
any involvement in the prepara�on, or any background or assistance 
in rela�on to the contac�ng or iden�fica�on of the people who put 
their names on the list? 
Mr Comley: None of us at the table are aware of that. We can take it 
on no�ce as to whether that occurred, but to our knowledge, no. 
Senator RUSTON: Minister, could you seek from the minister's office 
a copy of the list of the health peak 
bodies that were signatories to this leter? 
Senator Gallagher: They are on the leter; you have a list. 
Senator RUSTON: I was about to finish. Which of those organisa�ons 
are funded, either in full or part, by 
the department of health? 
Senator Gallagher: That would take some �me, but I will see what 
we have. 

SQ23-
001992 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Janet 
Rice 

COVID-19 
infec�on 
control in 
residen�al 
aged care 
facili�es 

Senator RICE: I want to go to the issue of COVID infec�ons in 
residen�al aged care facili�es. Does the government currently fund 
COVID-19 infec�on control in residen�al aged care facili�es? 
Ms Garret: The department does a range of things around 
suppor�ng aged care services to maintain good IPC prac�ces. There 
are the infec�on control monitoring spot checks, which are 
conducted by the Aged Care Quality and Safety Commission. There 

118 
26/10/202
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are also interven�on programs, where we have IPC in-reach 
appraisals and IPC in-service educa�on programs, and that's for 
higher risk residen�al aged care homes. We have grants for aged 
care providers that par�cipate in the IPC In-reach Appraisal Project. 
We also deliver fit-for-purpose IPC educa�on, including access to 
online IPC training modules. There's a bunch of resources and 
communica�ons both sector wide and then for targeted providers as 
well. 
Senator RICE: In terms of funding, then, it's only that grants program 
that you men�oned? 
Ms Garret: No. All of those things are funded. I'm just- 
Senator RICE: I'm thinking in terms of-what types of infec�on control 
have you previously funded? 
Mr Lye: Just to put some context here while Ms Garret comes back 
to you on that, obviously, we funded some fairly dis�nct IPC 
measures during COVID in recogni�on of the-  
Senator RICE: What were those? What did you fund then? 
Mr Lye: I'll come back to that. We've obviously funded-we had the 
requirement around IPC leads. We established that in residen�al 
aged care. Some of the IPC measures were a recogni�on that the 
funding base in residen�al aged care wasn't sufficient to then drive a 
high standard of IPC or the standard that we needed to deal with 
COVID. Now, at the same �me that COVID has marched on and we've 
been reconsidering the specific COVID supports, we've been upli�ing 
funding and pu�ng requirements like 24/7 nursing in place. So very 
large- 
Senator RICE: But what specifically was funded in terms of infec�on 
control measures previously that's not being funded now? 
Mr Lye: Ms Garret will come to that. But I think it's really important 
to say that what we're trying to do is to make sure that the funded 
normal BAU opera�on in residen�al aged care has IPC excellence at 
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the heart of that and it's funded day in, day out, and not just 
because of COVID. So we're li�ing the whole base. So, rather than 
asking people to say, 'We'll give you some money to do something 
around IPC', we want IPC to be part of residen�al aged care's 
ordinary opera�on at a higher level than it was prior to COVID. 

SQ23-
002803 

 National 
Mental 
Health 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

Comcare 
and Fair 
Work 
Commissio
n referrals 
and claims 
in current 
financial 
year to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Na�onal 
Mental 
Health 
Commissio
n 

24. In rela�on to department/agency:  
 
a. In the current financial year to date, how many maters have been 
referred to Comcare?  
 
b. Of those claims referred to Comcare, redac�ng confiden�al 
informa�on, advise in which division the claimant works or worked 
and the circumstances surrounding the claim.  
 
c. What has the Department/agency learned from past Comcare 
claims?  
 
d. Of those employees who submited a Comcare claim, how many 
returned to work a�er a period of absence?  
 
  
 
25. In rela�on to the department/agency:  
 
a. In the current financial year to date, how many maters have been 
referred to the Fair Work Commission?  
 
b. Of those maters referred to either, please provide a 
comprehensive account of the circumstances, redac�ng confiden�al 
informa�on, including in which division the employee is or was 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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employed, the nature of the complaint and the nature of the 
determina�on of the Fair Work Commission, Fair Work Ombudsman 
and/or conciliator. 

SQ23-
002858 

Office of the 
Gene 
Technology 
Regulator 

Jane 
Hume 

Solicited or 
encouraged 
dona�ons 
to the YES 
Campaign - 
Office of 
the Gene 
Technology 
Regulator 

40. It was reported in the The Age and Sydney Morning Herald by 
journalists Richard Baker, Nick McKenzie and Hannah Bowers that Mr 
Richard Prat said that he had donated $1 million to the Voice 
referendum's Yes campaign because he had fielded a request to do 
so from a senior adviser to Prime Minister Anthony Albanese.   
 
a. Have any personal staff in the Office of the Minister solicited or 
encouraged dona�ons to the YES Campaign prior to or during the 
course of the referendum campaign?  
 
b. Have any personal staff in the Office of the Minister solicited or 
encouraged dona�ons to the YES Campaign on the basis of policy 
decisions? Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002855 

Office of the 
Gene 
Technology 
Regulator 

Jane 
Hume 

Ten largest 
movements 
of funds in 
the most 
recent 
financial 
year - 
Office of 
the Gene 
Technology 
Regulator 

37. For the por�olio, please provide a list of the ten largest 
movements of funds in the most recent financial year, including a 
profile of the forward es�mates for the impact of the movement. Writen 3/11/2023 
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SQ23-
002854 

Office of the 
Gene 
Technology 
Regulator 

Jane 
Hume 

Ten largest 
es�mate 
varia�ons 
in the most 
recent 
financial 
year - 
Office of 
the Gene 
Technology 
Regulator 

36. For the por�olio, please provide a list of the ten largest es�mate 
varia�ons in the most recent financial year. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002853 

Office of the 
Gene 
Technology 
Regulator 

Jane 
Hume 

Freedom of 
informa�on 
applica�on
s has the 
departmen
t/agency 
received 
since 1 July 
202 to 23 
October 
2023 - 
Office of 
the Gene 
Technology 
Regulator 

34. How many freedom of informa�on applica�ons has the 
department/agency received since 1 July 2023?  
 
Please provide a breakdown of the number including;  
 
a. the number of applica�ons withdrawn;  
 
b. the number of applica�ons refused under sec�on 34 of the 
Freedom of Informa�on Act 1982;  
 
c. the number of applica�ons refused under sec�on 24 of the 
Freedom of Informa�on Act 1982;  
 
d. the number of applica�ons refused under sec�on 24A of the 
Freedom of Informa�on Act 1982;  
 
e. the number of applica�ons subject to internal review;  
 
f. the number of applica�ons subject to review by the OAIC;  

Writen 3/11/2023 
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g. the number of applica�ons subject to review by the AAT;  
 
h. the number of applica�ons subject to review by the Federal Court; 
and  
 
i. the number of applica�ons where the original decision has been 
overturned. 

SQ23-
002852 

Office of the 
Gene 
Technology 
Regulator 

Jane 
Hume 

Provision of 
market 
research to 
any 
Ministers 
Office in 
rela�on to 
a 
Commonw
ealth 
Informa�on 
and 
Adver�sing 
Campaign - 
Office of 
the Gene 
Technology 
Regulator 

33. Has the department/agency provided any Minister's office with 
market research conducted in rela�on to a   
 
commonwealth Informa�on and Adver�sing Campaign?  
 
Please provide a list of the Ministers and the date on which they 
were provided the research. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002851 

Office of the 
Gene 
Technology 
Regulator 

Jane 
Hume 

New 
en��es 
created, 

29. How many new en��es (including advisory boards and agencies) 
have been created within the por�olio since May 2022?   
 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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wound up, 
amalgamat
ed, ceased 
or 
disbanded 
since May 
2022 - 
Office of 
the Gene 
Technology 
Regulator 

Please list each en�ty, its purpose, and the date it was created.  
 
  
 
30. How many new en��es (including advisory boards and agencies) 
have been wound up, amalgamated, ceased or disbanded since May 
2022?  
 
Please list each en�ty, its purpose, and the date it was wound up, 
amalgamated, ceased, or disbanded. 

SQ23-
002849 

Office of the 
Gene 
Technology 
Regulator 

Jane 
Hume 

Current 
reviews 
and 
completed 
reviews 
since 1 July 
2022 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Office of 
the Gene 
Technology 
Regulator 

26. Please provide a list of the number of reviews that the 
department/agency is currently conduc�ng.   
 
Please provide:  
 
a. the name of the review;  
 
b. the purpose of the review;  
 
c. the name or names of the reviewer(s);  
 
d. the remunera�on for each of the reviewer(s);  
 
e. the budgeted cost of the review;  
 
f. the amount spent to date; and  
 
g. the date the review is due to be completed.  
 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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27. Please provide a list of the number of reviews that the 
department/agency has completed since 1 July 2022.   
 
Please provide:   
 
a. the name of the review;  
 
b. the purpose of the review;  
 
c. the name or names of the reviewer(s);  
 
d. the remunera�on for each of the reviewer(s);  
 
e. the budgeted cost of the review;  
 
f. the amount spent;  
 
g. the date the review was due to be completed;  
 
h. the date the review was completed;  
 
i. the date the review was provided to the Department;  
 
j. the date the review was provided to the Minister; and  
 
k. the date the review was provided to the Minister's office. 
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SQ23-
002848 
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Technology 
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Jane 
Hume 

Total 
expenditur
e on 
promo�ona
l 
merchandis
e in 
financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Office of 
the Gene 
Technology 
Regulator 

22. What was the Department's/agency's total expenditure on 
promo�onal merchandise in financial year 2023/24 to date?   
 
  
 
Please provide an itemised list of the merchandise purchased with 
costs.   
 
  
 
Please provide examples and photographs of the merchandise 
purchased Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002847 

Office of the 
Gene 
Technology 
Regulator 

Jane 
Hume 

Expenditur
e on any 
func�ons 
or official 
recep�ons 
(etc) 
hosted by 
the 
Departmen
t/Agency or 
Ministers/A
ssistant 
Ministers in 
financial 

13. In rela�on to expenditure on any func�ons or official recep�ons 
etc hosted by the Department or agencies in the por�olio in financial 
year 2023/24 to date, please provide the following:  
 
a. List of func�ons;  
 
b. List of atendees;  
 
c. Func�on venue;  
 
d. Itemised list of costs (GST inclusive);  
 
e. Details of any food served;  
 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Office of 
the Gene 
Technology 
Regulator 

f. Details of any wines or champagnes served including brand and 
vintage; and  
 
g. Details of any entertainment provided.  
 
  
 
14. In rela�on to any func�ons or official recep�ons hosted by 
Ministers or Assistant Ministers in the por�olio in financial year 
2023/24 to date, please provide the following:  
 
a. List of func�ons;  
 
b. List of atendees;  
 
c. Func�on venue;  
 
d. Itemised list of costs (GST inclusive);  
 
e. Details of any food served;  
 
f. Details of any wines or champagnes served including brand and 
vintage; and  
 
g. Details of any entertainment provided. 

SQ23-
002846 

Office of the 
Gene 
Technology 
Regulator 

Jane 
Hume 

2022-23 
October 
Budget, 
Savings 
from 

12. In rela�on to the measure in the 2022-23 October Budget, 
Savings from External Labour, and Savings from Adver�sing, Travel 
and Legal Expenses.   
 
a. What was the value of savings that the Department/agency was 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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External 
Labour, and 
Savings 
from 
Adver�sing
, Travel and 
Legal 
Expenses - 
Office of 
the Gene 
Technology 
Regulator 

requested to deliver for the 2022-23 year in aggregate?   
 
  
 
b. Has the Department/agency iden�fied the savings they will make 
across the following areas to achieve this cut:   
 
i. External labour hire   
 
ii. Consultancy  
 
iii. Adver�sing campaigns   
 
iv. Travel   
 
v. Legal expenses   
 
  
 
c. Can the Department/agency provide a breakdown of the funding 
reduc�ons they have made in totality, and in each of the above 
areas, and what they relate to?   
 
  
 
d. Has the Department/agency been informed of the cut that will be 
made to their funding in the next financial year, or the rest of the 
forward es�mates?   
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e. Can the Department/agency confirm the total new number of 
contracts (ongoing and termina�ng) and total cost of these contracts 
issued on AusTender since 30 June 2022 which relate to the 
following areas:   
 
i. External labour hire   
 
ii. Consultancy  
 
iii. Adver�sing campaigns   
 
iv. Travel   
 
v. Legal expenses   
 
   
 
f. Please provide a breakdown of the value of contracts across each 
area and iden�fy the categories on AusTender which are used to 
determine the Departments iden�fica�on of the contracts.   
 
i. Is the Department/agency on track to meet the saving target?   
 
ii. Has the Department/agency sought an exemp�on or alterna�on 
from/to the savings target?   
 
iii. If so, why and was it approved? 

SQ23-
002845 

Office of the 
Gene 

Jane 
Hume 

List of 
membershi
ps for 

11. Please provide a list of all the Commonwealth taskforces of 
which the Department/agency has membership.   
 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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Technology 
Regulator 

Commonw
ealth 
taskforces - 
Office of 
the Gene 
Technology 
Regulator 

  
 
Please specify where there are changes to the list since May 2023. 

SQ23-
002844 

Office of the 
Gene 
Technology 
Regulator 

Jane 
Hume 

List of 
membershi
ps for 
Commonw
ealth inter-
departmen
tal 
commitees 
- Office of 
the Gene 
Technology 
Regulator 

10. Please provide a list of all the Commonwealth inter-departmental 
commitees of which the Department/agency has membership.   
 
  
 
Please specify where there are changes to the list since May 2023. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002843 

Office of the 
Gene 
Technology 
Regulator 

Jane 
Hume 

Hospitality 
provided to 
por�olio 
Ministers' 
offices 
since 1 July 
2023 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Office of 

2. Since 1 July 2023, has the Department provided any hospitality in 
Ministers' offices?  
 
  
 
Please specify the date, itemised cost, purpose, and atendees for 
the hospitality.  
 
  
 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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the Gene 
Technology 
Regulator 

Since 1 July 2023, have there been any amendments to the 
Department's policy on providing hospitality in the Ministers offices?   
 
  
 
If so, please provide a copy of the policy and a reference for the 
amendment 

SQ23-
002821 

National 
Mental 
Health 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

ChatGPT on 
internal 
networks - 
Na�onal 
Mental 
Health 
Commissio
n 

39. Does the department/agency allow for the use of ChatGPT on 
the internal network?   
 
  
 
If so, what risk management and governance mechanisms are in 
place to protect government data?   
 
a. Please provide the department/agency policy on use of ar�ficial 
intelligence. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002819 

National 
Mental 
Health 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

Flexible 
work 
arrangeme
nt - 
Na�onal 
Mental 
Health 
Commissio
n 

38. How many staff have a flexible work arrangement in place that 
enables them to work from home?   
 
a. Please provide a breakdown including;  
 
i. The propor�on of staff who work from home one day a week?   
 
ii. The propor�on of staff who work from home two days a week?   
 
iii. The propor�on of staff who work from home three days a week?   
 
iv. The propor�on of staff who work from home four days a week?   

Writen 3/11/2023 
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v. The propor�on of staff who work from home five days a week?   
 
b. What is the annual cost of ren�ng out office space for employees?  
 
c. Please provide a copy of the department/agency's work from 
home policy. 

SQ23-
002818 

National 
Mental 
Health 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

Ten largest 
movements 
of funds in 
the most 
recent 
financial 
year - 
Na�onal 
Mental 
Health 
Commissio
n 

37. For the por�olio, please provide a list of the ten largest 
movements of funds in the most recent financial year, including a 
profile of the forward es�mates for the impact of the movement. Writen 3/11/2023 
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Health 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

Ten largest 
es�mate 
varia�ons 
in the most 
recent 
financial 
year - 
Na�onal 
Mental 
Health 

36. For the por�olio, please provide a list of the ten largest es�mate 
varia�ons in the most recent financial year. Writen 3/11/2023 
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Commissio
n 

SQ23-
002815 

National 
Mental 
Health 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

Freedom of 
informa�on 
applica�on
s has the 
Ministers 
office 
received 
since 1 July 
2023 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Na�onal 
Mental 
Health 
Commissio
n 

35. How many freedom of informa�on applica�ons have been 
received by the Minister's office since 1 July 2023?  
 
Please provide a breakdown including;  
 
a. the number of applica�ons by Minister,  
 
i. the number of applica�ons that are yet to be decided;  
 
ii. the number of applica�ons refused; and  
 
iii. the number of applica�ons overdue, including the number of days 
overdue. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002813 

National 
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Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

Freedom of 
informa�on 
applica�on
s has the 
departmen
t/agency 
received 
since 1 July 
202 to 23 
October 
2023 - 

34. How many freedom of informa�on applica�ons has the 
department/agency received since 1 July 2023?  
 
Please provide a breakdown of the number including;  
 
a. the number of applica�ons withdrawn;  
 
b. the number of applica�ons refused under sec�on 34 of the 
Freedom of Informa�on Act 1982;  
 
c. the number of applica�ons refused under sec�on 24 of the 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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Na�onal 
Mental 
Health 
Commissio
n 

Freedom of Informa�on Act 1982;  
 
d. the number of applica�ons refused under sec�on 24A of the 
Freedom of Informa�on Act 1982;  
 
e. the number of applica�ons subject to internal review;  
 
f. the number of applica�ons subject to review by the OAIC;  
 
g. the number of applica�ons subject to review by the AAT;  
 
h. the number of applica�ons subject to review by the Federal Court; 
and  
 
i. the number of applica�ons where the original decision has been 
overturned. 

SQ23-
002812 

National 
Mental 
Health 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

Provision of 
market 
research to 
any 
Ministers 
Office in 
rela�on to 
a 
Commonw
ealth 
Informa�on 
and 
Adver�sing 
Campaign - 

33. Has the department/agency provided any Minister's office with 
market research conducted in rela�on to a   
 
commonwealth Informa�on and Adver�sing Campaign?  
 
Please provide a list of the Ministers and the date on which they 
were provided the research. Writen 3/11/2023 
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Na�onal 
Mental 
Health 
Commissio
n 

SQ23-
002808 

National 
Mental 
Health 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

Requests 
from 
por�olio 
Minister's 
offices 
seeking 
data or 
informa�on 
by 
electorate 
since 1 July 
2023to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Na�onal 
Mental 
Health 
Commissio
n 

31. Since 1 July 2023, has the department / agency ever received a 
request from a por�olio minister's office seeking data or informa�on 
separated out by electorate?   
 
a. Please provide a list of all requests, including any �meframe 
provided for a response, whether a response was provided, and the 
context of the request if provided.   
 
b. Please provide a copy of all responses to the request. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
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National 
Mental 
Health 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

New 
en��es 
created, 
wound up, 
amalgamat

29. How many new en��es (including advisory boards and agencies) 
have been created within the por�olio since May 2022?   
 
Please list each en�ty, its purpose, and the date it was created.  
 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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ed, ceased 
or 
disbanded 
since May 
2022 - 
Na�onal 
Mental 
Health 
Commissio
n 

  
 
30. How many new en��es (including advisory boards and agencies) 
have been wound up, amalgamated, ceased or disbanded since May 
2022?  
 
Please list each en�ty, its purpose, and the date it was wound up, 
amalgamated, ceased, or disbanded. 

SQ23-
002806 

National 
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Health 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

List of 
membershi
ps for 
Commonw
ealth inter-
departmen
tal 
commitees 
- Na�onal 
Mental 
Health 
Commissio
n 

28. Please provide a list of the interdepartmental commitees that 
the department/agency par�cipates in or provides representa�on to.  
 
  
 
Please provide:  
 
a. the name of the interdepartmental commitee;  
 
b. a list of the membership;  
 
c. the date it was established; and  
 
d. its purpose. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002804 

National 
Mental 
Health 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

Current 
reviews 
and 
completed 
reviews 

26. Please provide a list of the number of reviews that the 
department/agency is currently conduc�ng.   
 
Please provide:  
 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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since 1 July 
2022 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Na�onal 
Mental 
Health 
Commissio
n 

a. the name of the review;  
 
b. the purpose of the review;  
 
c. the name or names of the reviewer(s);  
 
d. the remunera�on for each of the reviewer(s);  
 
e. the budgeted cost of the review;  
 
f. the amount spent to date; and  
 
g. the date the review is due to be completed.  
 
  
 
27. Please provide a list of the number of reviews that the 
department/agency has completed since 1 July 2022.   
 
Please provide:   
 
a. the name of the review;  
 
b. the purpose of the review;  
 
c. the name or names of the reviewer(s);  
 
d. the remunera�on for each of the reviewer(s);  
 
e. the budgeted cost of the review;  
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f. the amount spent;  
 
g. the date the review was due to be completed;  
 
h. the date the review was completed;  
 
i. the date the review was provided to the Department;  
 
j. the date the review was provided to the Minister; and  
 
k. the date the review was provided to the Minister's office. 

SQ23-
002800 

National 
Mental 
Health 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

Total 
expenditur
e on 
promo�ona
l 
merchandis
e in 
financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
date - 
Na�onal 
Mental 
Health 
Commissio
n 

22. What was the Department's/agency's total expenditure on 
promo�onal merchandise in financial year 2023/24 to date?   
 
  
 
Please provide an itemised list of the merchandise purchased with 
costs.   
 
  
 
Please provide examples and photographs of the merchandise 
purchased Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002798 

National 
Mental 

Jane 
Hume Total 

expenditur
20. What was the Department's/agency's total expenditure on media 
monitoring services in financial year 2023/24 to date?  

Writen 3/11/2023 
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Health 
Commission 

e on media 
monitoring, 
adver�sing 
and 
campaigns 
financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Na�onal 
Mental 
Health 
Commissio
n 

 
  
 
21. What was the Department's/agency's total expenditure on 
adver�sing and informa�on campaigns in financial year 2023/24 to 
date?   
 
  
 
Please provide an itemised list of the campaigns, their purpose, and 
their expected costs. 

SQ23-
002797 

National 
Mental 
Health 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

Travel costs 
for financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Na�onal 
Mental 
Health 
Commissio
n 

16. Please provide an itemised list of the Secretary's/agency deputy 
head's travel for financial year 2023/24 to date, including costs of 
flights and accommoda�on.  
 
  
 
17. Please provide an itemised list of each Deputy Secretary's/agency 
head's travel for financial year 2023/24 to date, including costs of 
flights and accommoda�on.  
 
  
 
19. What was the total cost of staff travel for departmental/agency 
employees in financial year 2023/24 to date? Writen 3/11/2023 
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SQ23-
002796 
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Jane 
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Furniture, 
fixtures or 
fi�ngs 
upgraded 
in financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Na�onal 
Mental 
Health 
Commissio
n 

15. Were the furniture, fixtures or fi�ngs of the Secretary's/agency 
head's office, or the offices of any Deputy Secretaries/execu�ve 
leadership team members, upgraded in financial year 2023/24 to 
date?   
 
  
 
Please provide an itemised list of costs (GST inclusive). Please 
provide photographs of the works conducted.  
 
  
 
18. Were the facili�es of any of the Departments/agency premises 
upgraded in financial year 2023/24 to date, for example, staff room 
refurbishments, kitchen refurbishments, bathroom refurbishments, 
the purchase of any new fridges, coffee machines, or other kitchen 
equipment?   
 
  
 
Please provide a detailed descrip�on of the relevant facili�es 
upgraded together with an itemised list of costs (GST inclusive).   
 
  
 
Please provide photographs of the upgraded facili�es. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002794 

National 
Mental 
Health 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

Expenditur
e on any 
func�ons 
or official 

13. In rela�on to expenditure on any func�ons or official recep�ons 
etc hosted by the Department or agencies in the por�olio in financial 
year 2023/24 to date, please provide the following:  
 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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recep�ons 
(etc) 
hosted by 
the 
Departmen
t/Agency or 
Ministers/A
ssistant 
Ministers in 
financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Na�onal 
Mental 
Health 
Commissio
n 

a. List of func�ons;  
 
b. List of atendees;  
 
c. Func�on venue;  
 
d. Itemised list of costs (GST inclusive);  
 
e. Details of any food served;  
 
f. Details of any wines or champagnes served including brand and 
vintage; and  
 
g. Details of any entertainment provided.  
 
  
 
14. In rela�on to any func�ons or official recep�ons hosted by 
Ministers or Assistant Ministers in the por�olio in financial year 
2023/24 to date, please provide the following:  
 
a. List of func�ons;  
 
b. List of atendees;  
 
c. Func�on venue;  
 
d. Itemised list of costs (GST inclusive);  
 
e. Details of any food served;  
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f. Details of any wines or champagnes served including brand and 
vintage; and  
 
g. Details of any entertainment provided. 

SQ23-
002793 

National 
Mental 
Health 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

2022-23 
October 
Budget, 
Savings 
from 
External 
Labour, and 
Savings 
from 
Adver�sing
, Travel and 
Legal 
Expenses - 
Na�onal 
Mental 
Health 
Commissio
n 

12. In rela�on to the measure in the 2022-23 October Budget, 
Savings from External Labour, and Savings from Adver�sing, Travel 
and Legal Expenses.   
 
a. What was the value of savings that the Department/agency was 
requested to deliver for the 2022-23 year in aggregate?   
 
  
 
b. Has the Department/agency iden�fied the savings they will make 
across the following areas to achieve this cut:   
 
i. External labour hire   
 
ii. Consultancy  
 
iii. Adver�sing campaigns   
 
iv. Travel   
 
v. Legal expenses   
 
  
 
c. Can the Department/agency provide a breakdown of the funding 
reduc�ons they have made in totality, and in each of the above 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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areas, and what they relate to?   
 
  
 
d. Has the Department/agency been informed of the cut that will be 
made to their funding in the next financial year, or the rest of the 
forward es�mates?   
 
  
 
e. Can the Department/agency confirm the total new number of 
contracts (ongoing and termina�ng) and total cost of these contracts 
issued on AusTender since 30 June 2022 which relate to the 
following areas:   
 
i. External labour hire   
 
ii. Consultancy  
 
iii. Adver�sing campaigns   
 
iv. Travel   
 
v. Legal expenses   
 
   
 
f. Please provide a breakdown of the value of contracts across each 
area and iden�fy the categories on AusTender which are used to 
determine the Departments iden�fica�on of the contracts.   
 



127 
 

i. Is the Department/agency on track to meet the saving target?   
 
ii. Has the Department/agency sought an exemp�on or alterna�on 
from/to the savings target?   
 
iii. If so, why and was it approved? 

SQ23-
002791 

National 
Mental 
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Jane 
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List of 
membershi
ps for 
Commonw
ealth 
taskforces - 
Na�onal 
Mental 
Health 
Commissio
n 

11. Please provide a list of all the Commonwealth taskforces of 
which the Department/agency has membership.   
 
  
 
Please specify where there are changes to the list since May 2023. Writen 3/11/2023 
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List of 
membershi
ps for 
Commonw
ealth inter-
departmen
tal 
commitees 
- Na�onal 
Mental 
Health 

10. Please provide a list of all the Commonwealth inter-departmental 
commitees of which the Department/agency has membership.   
 
  
 
Please specify where there are changes to the list since May 2023. Writen 3/11/2023 
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SQ23-
002789 

National 
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Health 
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Jane 
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Paper 
usage from 
Australian 
producers 
and 
overseas - 
Na�onal 
Mental 
Health 
Commissio
n 

9. Please provide the amount of paper the Department/agency 
sources from Australian producers and from overseas producers.   
 
  
 
Please provide the amount in dollar value on a financial year basis 
for the last five financial years. Writen 3/11/2023 
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New policy 
proposals 
provided to 
por�olio 
Minister 
offices 
since 1 July 
2023 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Na�onal 
Mental 
Health 
Commissio
n 

8. How many New Policy Proposals has the Department/agency 
provided to each Minister in its por�olio since 1 July 2023?   
 
  
 
Please provide a list with the number of New Policy Proposals by 
Minister, and the date of the first provided New Policy Proposal. Writen 3/11/2023 
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SQ23-
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Jane 
Hume 

Mee�ngs 
between 
Secretary/A
gency head 
with 
Ministers - 
Na�onal 
Mental 
Health 
Commissio
n 

5. How many mee�ngs has the Secretary/agency head had with the 
Ministers in their por�olio since 1 July 2023?    
 
   
 
Please provide a list with the number of mee�ngs by Minister, and 
the date of the first mee�ng with each Minister.   
 
   
 
6. How many mee�ngs has the Secretary/agency head had with any 
Ministers not in their por�olio since 1 July 2023?   
 
   
 
Please provide a list with the number of mee�ngs by Minister, and 
the date of the first mee�ng with each Minister. Writen 3/11/2023 
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002785 
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Jane 
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Departmen
tal staff and 
Departmen
tal Liaison 
Officer's 
allocated to 
por�olio 
Ministers' 
offices - 
Na�onal 
Mental 
Health 

3. How many Departmental Liaison Officers have been allocated to 
each Minister in the por�olio?   
 
  
 
Please provide a list that outlines the level of the member of the 
department, the Minister they have been allocated to, and the �me 
they have been allocated to the Minister.  
 
  
 
Please denote any change in this alloca�on since May 2023.    
 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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Commissio
n 

  
 
4. How many staff have been provided to Ministers offices not in a 
capacity as a Departmental Liaison Officer?  
 
  
 
Please provide a list that outlines the level of the member of the 
department, the Minister they have been allocated to, and the �me 
they have been allocated to the Minister.  
 
  
 
Please denote any change in this alloca�on since May 2023. 
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Hospitality 
provided to 
por�olio 
Ministers' 
offices 
since 1 July 
2023 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Na�onal 
Mental 
Health 
Commissio
n 

2. Since 1 July 2023, has the Department provided any hospitality in 
Ministers' offices?  
 
  
 
Please specify the date, itemised cost, purpose, and atendees for 
the hospitality.  
 
  
 
Since 1 July 2023, have there been any amendments to the 
Department's policy on providing hospitality in the Ministers offices?   
 
  
 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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If so, please provide a copy of the policy and a reference for the 
amendment 

SQ23-
002782 
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Provision 
and 
turnaround 
of 
Ministerial 
Briefs since 
1 July 2023 
to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Na�onal 
Mental 
Health 
Commissio
n 

Since 1 July 2023, has the Department/Agency been provided with 
advice or a direc�on on a minimum turnaround �me for 
considera�on of briefs by the Minister??  
 
  
 
If so, when was this advice provided to the Department?  
 
Please provide the minimum turnaround requirement.   
  
If there has been a change in a previously set minimum turnaround 
requirement, please provide:  
 
the previous turnaround requirement; and the date the change was 
requested.?  
 
  
 
7. How many briefs has the Department/agency provided to each 
Minister in its por�olio? Please provide a list with the number of 
briefs for each Minister, and the date of the first provided brief.   
 
  
How many briefs have been returned to the Department for redra�? 
Please provide a list with the number of briefs for each Minister, and 
the dates of the return of briefs to the Department.? Writen 3/11/2023 
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SQ23-
002255 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Jane 
Hume 

Requests 
from 
por�olio 
Minister's 
offices 
seeking 
data or 
informa�on 
by 
electorate 
since 1 July 
2023to 26 
October 
2023- 
Departmen
t of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

31. Since 1 July 2023, has the department / agency ever received a 
request from a por�olio minister's office seeking data or informa�on 
separated out by electorate?  
a. Please provide a list of all requests, including any �meframe 
provided for a response, whether a response was provided, and the 
context of the request if provided.  
b. Please provide a copy of all responses to the request. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002254 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Jane 
Hume 

New 
en��es 
created, 
wound up, 
amalgamat
ed, ceased 
or 
disbanded 
since May 
2022  -
Departmen
t of Health 

29. How many new en��es (including advisory boards and agencies) 
have been created within the por�olio since May 2022?  
Please list each en�ty, its purpose, and the date it was created. 
 
30. How many new en��es (including advisory boards and agencies) 
have been wound up, amalgamated, ceased or disbanded since May 
2022? 
Please list each en�ty, its purpose, and the date it was wound up, 
amalgamated, ceased, or disbanded. Writen 3/11/2023 



133 
 

and Aged 
Care 

SQ23-
002237 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Jane 
Hume 

Hospitality 
provided to 
por�olio 
Ministers' 
offices 
since 1 July 
2023 to 26 
October 
2023- 
Departmen
t of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

2. Since 1 July 2023, has the Department provided any hospitality in 
Ministers' offices? 
 
Please specify the date, itemised cost, purpose, and atendees for 
the hospitality. 
 
Since 1 July 2023, have there been any amendments to the 
Department's policy on providing hospitality in the Ministers offices?  
 
If so, please provide a copy of the policy and a reference for the 
amendment Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002032 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Anne 
Ruston 

Pending 
requests 
and conflict 
of interest 
for 
organisa�o
ns who 
signed the 
voice to 
parliament 
leter 

Senator RUSTON: Do any of these organisa�ons have any pending 
requests for the department? 
Senator Gallagher: Any requests for what? 
Senator RUSTON: Any requests to government at the moment, or 
any applica�ons currently before government that are pending? 
Senator Gallagher: It is en�rely possible. Is it a problem that people 
who have requests for funding might have signed a leter? 
Senator RUSTON: Let us see. 
Senator Gallagher: I am interested in the angle there. I would 
assume that organisa�ons that are funded publicly may be engaging 
with the department about their resourcing. I am not sure why that 
would be linked to signing a leter. 
Senator RUSTON: I am keen to understand what the process is, in 
terms of conflict of interest, as it overlays this process. 

20 
26/10/202
3 
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Senator Gallagher: I am not sure what the conflict is. 
Senator RUSTON: Minister, are you aware of any concerns within 
organisa�ons which were approached to sign this leter? 
Senator Gallagher: No, I am not. 
Senator RUSTON: Could you seek from the minister- 
Senator Gallagher: I will see if I can provide anything further. 

SQ23-
002148 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Anne 
Ruston 

Interna�on
al 
Standards 
& 
Recogni�on 
of other 
tes�ng 

1. During COVID was the TGA able to use prior interna�onal tes�ng 
results to be able to streamline its own cer�fica�on regime? 
a. If so – which regulators were used to help streamline cer�fica�on 
of the various vaccines – FDA, EU, others? 
b. Did that recogni�on significantly streamline cer�fica�on in a 
�mely way? 
c. Did that recogni�on reduce cost for industry as well? 
2. In its BAU work does the TGA do similar recogni�on of other 
interna�onal regulators for pharmaceu�cals, tes�ng regimes and 
cosme�cs? 
a. If so, who does it recognise? 
b. If so, does this extend to manufacturing sites that are located 
outside of Australia – such as Europe, US or Asia – for those 
products? 
i. If not, why not? 
ii. If not, what sort of process and cost is involved in the TGA 
cer�fying those sites and who pays for that? 
iii. How o�en is that undertaken – every year, every two years? 
c. If the other regulators cer�fica�ons are recognised – how does 
that work with Australia's tes�ng regime to reduce �me and cost? 
i. Is the other regulator's tes�ng used completely or in part? 
ii. If only in part, what sort of other tes�ng needs to take place – 
generally and how much �me/cost is involved? 
iii. How is that cost recovered? 

Writen 6/11/2023 
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3. How o�en do you meet and exchange informa�on or ideas on 
interna�onal tes�ng standards with other interna�onal regulators? 
a. When and where is the next mee�ng? 
b. How regular are the mee�ngs? 
4. Does TGA share informa�on with other domes�c chemical 
regulators – such as the APVMA and AICIS? 
a. Is there an MOU, Agreement or Protocol between the TGA and 
those agencies that supports informa�on sharing? 
5. Does the TGA recognise informa�on, data and tes�ng results from 
the APVMA, AICIS or other regulators? 
a. If not, why not? 

SQ23-
002177 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Anne 
Ruston 

Single 
Assessment 
System 

1. I am seeking an update on the Budget commitment to establish a 
new single assessment system from 1 July 2024, it is my 
understanding that exis�ng assessment services are preparing right 
now to transi�on over to a new single assessment system by 1 July 
2024. 
2. It is my understanding that some Providers were informed by the 
Department back in June that a tender would be released in 
September for the new single assessment program. However, this 
has been stalled with no communica�on on the delay, leaving many 
providers in the dark and unable to communicate to their workforce 
what the future looks like beyond 30 June 2024. Why has this tender 
been delayed, and why has there been no communica�on on this to 
ensure providers remain updated? 
3. What is the �meline for the release of the tender and when will 
decisions be made on successful applicants, given they are expec�ng 
the new program to commence as of 1 July 2024? 
4. Can you guarantee that older Australians seeking to access aged 

Writen 6/11/2023 
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care will not experience extended delays or changed processes in 
receiving an assessment in the lead up to 1 July 2024? 

SQ23-
002877 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Ralph 
Babet 

Acceptance 
of 
applica�on 
for COVID-
19 vaccine 
claims 
scheme 

19. For the Covid 19 Vaccine Claims Scheme, is there an end date on 
applica�ons for when they will no longer be accepted? Writen 6/11/2023 

SQ23-
002878 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Gerard 
Rennick 

Specialist 
verifica�on 
of vaccine 
injury and 
compensa�
on 

6. Why is Services Australia not paying out compensa�on to people 
who have obtained verifica�on from specialists that the vaccine 
caused their injury? Writen 6/11/2023 

SQ23-
002328 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Ralph 
Babet 

Condi�ons 
included in 
the vaccine 
claims 
scheme 

13. What is the process by which recognised condi�ons are added to 
the scheme rules? 
 
22. Has considera�on been given to poten�al latent condi�ons as a 
result of the vaccine that are not evident for several years when the 
scheme was developed?  E.g. cancers, infer�lity, etc. 
 
23. The Government's Covid-19 vaccine claims scheme has a very 
narrow list of medical condi�ons that are eligible for compensa�on. 
If Australians who make a claim are deemed eligible for 
compensa�on against one of these condi�ons, does the amount of 
the Government's offer have considera�on for all of their health 

Writen 6/11/2023 
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complica�ons that have resulted from their Covid-19 vaccina�ons, or 
only the listed medical condi�ons? 

SQ23-
002329 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Ralph 
Babet 

End of the 
COVID-19 
vaccine 
claims 
scheme 

14. What is the end date for the Covid 19 Vaccine Claims Scheme? 
 
21. Who makes the decision on when the scheme will end? Writen 6/11/2023 

SQ23-
002331 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Ralph 
Babet 

Vaccine 
claims 
scheme - 
evalua�ons 
and 
assessment 
cessa�on 20. When do claims cease being or evaluated or assessed? Writen 6/11/2023 

SQ23-
002332 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Ralph 
Babet 

Compensat
ion for all 
injuries 
caused by 
the COVID-
19 vaccine 

24. If the Government has determined that an Australian has been 
harmed by a Covid-19 vaccine, and is eligible for compensa�on, will 
they receive compensa�on that covers all of the injuries caused by 
the vaccine, irrespec�ve of whether those harms appear on a 
narrow list provided by the TGA? Writen 6/11/2023 

SQ23-
002355 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Ralph 
Babet 

COVERSE 
charity 
research - 
Vaccine 
claims 
scheme 

25. According to na�onal charity COVERSE, there are many 
thousands of Australians who con�nue to suffer severe disability on 
account of their Covid vaccina�ons, yet remain ineligible for 
compensa�on. Is it the Department of Health's inten�on to urgently 
review the scheme and its applica�on to ensure no Australian who 
has suffered a Covid-19 vaccine injury is le� without compensa�on? 
 
26. COVERSE es�mates that the Government's compensa�on 

Writen 6/11/2023 
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scheme has provided support to less than 1% of Australians - who 
have suffered, or con�nue to suffer, serious harms caused by their 
Covid vaccina�ons. Is this an accurate figure? 

SQ23-
002370 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Ralph 
Babet 

Compensat
ion for 
injuries 
related to 
COVID-19 
vaccines 

27. In rela�on to injury as a result of Covid-19 vaccines what is the 
Department doing to enable these people to receive proper 
compensa�on for their lost income, medical expenses, ongoing 
disabili�es, and significant and ongoing pain and suffering? Writen 6/11/2023 

SQ23-
002373 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Ralph 
Babet 

Amendmen
t of the 
rules for 
vaccine 
claims 
scheme 

28. There have been a number of individual pa�ent cases profiled in 
the media, of Australians who have suffered undeniable harms from 
their Covid vaccina�ons - such as myocardi�s caused by the 
AstraZenecca vaccine, blindness caused by the Moderna vaccine, 
and others. These news ar�cles relay that these Australians applied 
to Covid vaccine claims scheme, but were denied compensa�on for 
the purely bureaucra�c reason that their condi�on did not appear 
on the list, despite ample medical evidence. Furthermore, 
correspondence from the Department suggested that if their 
condi�on does become listed then their case would be eligible for 
compensa�on. What is the Department doing to amend the rules of 
the scheme to allow such cases to be compensated? Writen 6/11/2023 

SQ23-
002378 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Ralph 
Babet 

Vaccine 
claim 
scheme 
and 
discrimina�
on 

30. The claims scheme requires applicants to demonstrate financial 
losses of at least $1,000. There are, however, Australians who have 
been harmed by the Covid vaccines who are reliant on government 
financial support and public health systems, who cannot 
demonstrate $1,000 of losses. Nevertheless, they face significant 
nega�ve impacts on their lives, and the lives of their families. It 
appears these Australians are discriminated against because they are 

Writen 6/11/2023 
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low (or no) income earners. Does the scheme discriminate against 
this cohort of claimants? 

SQ23-
002376 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Ralph 
Babet 

End date of 
scheme 
and injuries 

29. Given that the scheme currently has an end date of April 2024 
and that the recommenda�ons for further booster shots are 
ongoing, what will happen to those who may suffer vaccine-caused 
harm a�er the scheme has ended, or who have already experienced 
harms but are not yet in a posi�on to be able to collate the required 
evidence for an applica�on? Writen 6/11/2023 

SQ23-
002379 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Ralph 
Babet 

Vaccine 
claim 
scheme 
and 
economic 
losses 

31. For salaried workers, demonstra�on of lost past and future 
income is a rela�vely straigh�orward task. However, for Australians 
in other work situa�ons who have suffered harms caused by the 
vaccines - business owners, ar�sts, freelancers, investors, etc - it is 
some�mes impossible to determine lost income. For example, an 
entrepreneur who has been developing a new enterprise and has 
not been drawing a salary for a number of years, will not be able to 
demonstrate lost income, for the simple fact that they have not had 
any income, despite undertaking produc�ve work. Similarly, the 
nature of business means that it may be impossible to determine, to 
any meaningful degree of accuracy, the impact on the loss of any 
future earnings. How does the claims scheme ensure that such 
people are adequately compensated for their very real economic 
losses - opportunity losses, market losses, etc? Writen 6/11/2023 

SQ23-
002234 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Gerard 
Rennick 

COVID 
vaccine and 
sign off as 
Good 
Manufactur

73. Did the TGA sign off on the Covid vaccines as being Good 
Manufacturing Compliant and if so, can a cer�ficate be provided. If 
not, why not? Writen 6/11/2023 
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ing 
Compliant 

SQ23-
002231 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Gerard 
Rennick 

Valida�on 
data for the 
endotoxin 
LAL assay 

70. Can the TGA provide the valida�on data for their endotoxin LAL 
assay, the product code used and the valida�on data for use of this 
assay in the presence of nucleic acid therapeu�cs containing lipid 
nanopar�cles or other transfec�on agents such as saponin? Writen 6/11/2023 

SQ23-
002215 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Gerard 
Rennick 

Risks of 
myocardi�s 
and other 
autoimmun
e 
condi�ons 

56. htps://phmpt.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/5.3.6-
postmarke�ng-experience.pdf  
 
As per Table 7 immune mediated/autoimmune AESI's including 
pericardi�s and myocardi�s were reported in the post marke�ng 
report. Why did the TGA allow the rollout of the vaccine knowing it 
could cause myocardi�s and pericardi�s, and why weren't people 
warned about the risks of myocardi�s and other autoimmune 
condi�ons? Writen 6/11/2023 

SQ23-
002210 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Gerard 
Rennick 

Protec�on 
against 
infec�on 
and 
symptomat
ic disease 
caused by 
the Delta 
variant of 
SARS-CoV-2 

55. htps://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/35380632/ - Naturally 
acquired immunity confers stronger protec�on against infec�on and 
symptoma�c disease caused by the Delta variant of SARS-CoV-2, 
compared to the BNT162b2 2-dose vaccine-indued immunity. Does 
the TGA agree with this study? If not, why not given only short term 
studies were conducted on the Covid vaccines prior to roll out? Writen 6/11/2023 

SQ23-
002198 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Gerard 
Rennick 

Pfizer 
Nonclinical 
report  and 

26. As per the Pfizer Nonclinical report – ''A single-dose intravenous 
(IV) study in rats using an LNP encapsula�ng luciferase mRNA 
demonstrated that both novel lipid excipients, ALC-0159 and ALC-

Writen 6/11/2023 
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analysis of 
the liver 
only 

0315 in the LNP formula�on rapidly distributed from plasma to liver, 
which was the only organ collected for analysis'' – why was the liver 
the organ collected for analysis?'' 

SQ23-
002181 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Gerard 
Rennick 

Vaccine 
and 
Myocardi�s
/Pericardi�
s 

13. In the Vaccine Mandate inquiry, the TGA admited that 
myocardi�s is an autoimmune response. Given that studies showed 
lipids entered many body organs and in many the concentra�on was 
s�ll rising a�er 48 hours, how can the TGA guarantee that the 
vaccines aren't causing autoimmune issues in regard to other 
organs?  
14. Why is the vaccine causing an immune response? Is it because 
lipids in the vaccine enter cells (unlike other vaccines) that s�mulate 
a T Cell response to atack an otherwise healthy cell? 
15. Given the TGA has admited the Covid vaccines generate an 
autoimmune response causing myocardi�s – does it s�ll stand by the 
statement on its website that the Covid vaccines don't cause 
autoimmune disease? Is it true? Do COVID-19 vaccines cause 
autoimmune diseases? | Australian Government Department of 
Health and Aged Care  Given that people with autoimmune diseases 
were excluded from the Covid mRNA vaccine trials, on what basis 
can the TGA make this claim? Note absence of evidence is not 
evidence of absence.    
23 The TGA claims that myocardi�s is reported in one to two people 
out of 100,000 who receive Pfizer or Moderna. COVID-19 vaccine 
safety report - 15-06-2023 | Therapeu�c Goods Administra�on (TGA) 
Given around 15 million people have received the Pfizer or Moderna 
vaccine that would work out at around 300 people actually ge�ng 
Myocardi�s. I have spoken to cardiologists who say that they have 
treated 100's of people in their clinics with myocardi�s – how can 
the TGA claim that myocardi�s or pericardi�s is so low a risk from 
the vaccines when real world anecdotal data suggests otherwise? 

Writen 6/11/2023 
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33. Does Panadol contain aspartame? If so, is aspartame 
carcinogenic? 
 
34. Why were six reports of myocardi�s in children pulled from the 
DAEN database? Report numbers are 639083, 640387, 646924, 
648546, 651418 and 653375.  
 
35. Why isn't there a black label warning not to exercise a�er 
receiving a jab given the risks of Myocardi�s and Pericardi�s? 
 
36. Does the heart repair itself 100% a�er ge�ng myocardi�s or 
pericardi�s and does myocardi�s or pericardi�s increase the risk of 
cardiac arrest? 
htps://www.uclahealth.org/departments/medicine/cardiology/rese
arch/cardiac-repair-and-regenera�on  
 
37. A review of the DEAN database has revealed that 326 cases 
contained in April 2022, or added between then and May 2023, are 
not present in the 3 June 2023 extract. 48 cases with myocardi�s 
and/or myopericardi�s (3 of which also had pericardi�s), and a 
further 57 pericardi�s cases that were present in the 5 Apr 22 
extract or that were added to the DAEN between then and the 3 
May 23 extract had been lost from the system. Can the TGA explain 
why so many reported cases were removed from the DAEN please? 

SQ23-
002155 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Anne 
Ruston 

Prescribed 
List: 
Update on 
proposed 
measures 
for 

1. I refer to a stakeholder webinar from the Prostheses List Reform 
Taskforce on 19th October. In that presenta�on the Department 
outlined a proposal to amend the PHI Act to include a new sec�on to 
provide that sponsors cannot charge for devices or products listed in 
the PL above the benefit. Is the Department aware of sponsors 
charging above the benefit? 

Writen 6/11/2023 
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compliance
, assurance 
and 
informa�on 
sharing 

2. How widespread is it? 
3. What are the addi�onal costs to consumers as a result of this? 
4. How does clamping down on this par�cular issue support the 
sustainability of the PHI sector? 
5. If this is not done will the PHI sector s�ll exist? 
6. If you don't know the extent of this issue how do you know that 
outlawing this it will create downward pressure on insurance 
premiums given the costs isn't being born by insurers but hospitals? 
7. Does this issue present any cons�tu�onal law concerns? 
8. What powers of the cons�tu�on does this proposal fall under? 

SQ23-
002151 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Ralph 
Babet 

Data 
sharing 
between 
TGA and 
AusVaxSafe
ty 

22. What data sharing mechanisms exist between the TGA and 
AusVaxSafety? Writen 6/11/2023 

SQ23-
002149 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Anne 
Ruston 

Animal Test 
Bans 

1. Does the TGA s�ll require animal tes�ng for its cer�fica�on regime 
for pharmaceu�cals, tes�ng regimes and sunscreens? 
2. Is the TGA aware that animal tes�ng – especially for sunscreens– 
has been banned worldwide? 
3. If the TGA is aware of this, why does it s�ll require animal tes�ng 
data for applica�ons? 
a. When does the TGA expect to be able to comply with the 
interna�onal ban on animal tes�ng by not requiring data based on 
it? 
4. Is the TGA able to receive animal tes�ng data for chemicals from 
the APVMA? Writen 6/11/2023 
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SQ23-
002127 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Ralph 
Babet 

Risk-benefit 
analysis for 
COVID-19 
vaccines 

7. When did the TGA complete a risk-benefit analysis for Covid-19 
vaccines? At what intervals was the risk-benefit analysis repeated? 
When was the most recent risk-benefit analysis completed? Are risk-
benefit analyses stra�fied to assess risk for different age groups. 
 
8. Was a risk benefit analysis conducted for cohorts under 30 years 
of age or for cohorts under 50 years of age? Please provide this 
analysis. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002124 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Ralph 
Babet 

Inves�ga�o
ns of the 
COVID-19 
vaccine 

2. How many inves�ga�ons have the TGA commenced as a result of 
sta�s�cal analyses of adverse event data rela�ng to Covid-19 
vaccines. Please list the signals iden�fied and the outcomes, 
stra�fied by vaccine type. 
 
3. What type of sta�s�cal analysis was relied upon to ini�ate an 
inves�ga�on (or not to inves�gate) Covid vaccine safety signals 
iden�fied? Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002107 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Gerard 
Rennick 

Repair of 
hearts 
damaged 
by 
myocardi�s
/pericardi�
s 

18. Do all hearts damaged by myocardi�s fully repair themselves by 
100% a�er ge�ng myocardi�s or pericardi�s? Yes or No? Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002095 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Gerard 
Rennick 

Follow up 
SQ22-
000539 

6. As per SQ22-000539 QoN 170 Q56, I asked for evidence and 
results of the safety tes�ng in regard to the commercially produced 
batches. A link was provided but this did not provide data from 
safety trials. Did safety trials occur on the commercial batches or 
not? Yes or no, and if yes, can the trial data be provided. 

Writen 6/11/2023 
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htps://www.ebs.tga.gov.au/ebs/picmi/picmirepository.nsf/pdf?Ope
nAgent=&id=CP-2021-PI-01092-1&d=20231011172310101 

SQ23-
002088 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Gerard 
Rennick 

PCR and 
RAT tests 

5. Does the Health Department/TGA know what sequences the PCR 
and RAT tests use?  
 
6. Are there product assessment reports for PCR and RAT tests? If 
not, why not? 
 
7. Why are the sequences used in the RAT and PCR tests to detect 
Covid commercial in confidence? The Covid sequence doesn't belong 
to anyone - how can a company patent a Covid sequence or a part of 
it? 
 
8. Is the Health Department engaged in a massive cover up in regard 
to the accuracy of the RAT and PCR tests by keeping the sequences 
they use confiden�al? Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002083 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Anne 
Ruston 

Health and 
Medical 
Research 

1. Can the Department provide an update on the progress and 
implementa�on of the Australian Medical Research and Innova�on 
Strategy? 
2. Can the Department outline any ac�on that is currently being 
taken to address workforce shortages in the health and medical 
research sector? Writen 6/11/2023 

SQ23-
002053 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Malcol
m 
Roberts 

Gene 
therapy 
mRNA 
products 

11. Are the mRNA products gene therapy?  
12. If so why were the public told they were not gene therapy? 
13. What is the long term health implica�ons of edi�ng the human 
genome by way of inser�ng a permanent new gene, which is what 
the mRNA vaccines do. 

Writen 6/11/2023 
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14. Is this new gene passed on to the child during concep�on? 
During breas�eeding? 

SQ23-
002052 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Malcol
m 
Roberts 

Inves�ga�o
n of excess 
deaths 

10. What ac�ons are the TGA taking to inves�gate the excess 
deaths? Writen 6/11/2023 

SQ23-
002049 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Malcol
m 
Roberts 

Long term 
health 
outcomes 
of injec�ng 
SV40 and 
plasmid 
DNA into 
the human 
body 

5. What is the long term health outcomes of injec�ng SV40 into the 
human body? 
6. What is the long term health outcomes of injec�ng plasmid DNA, 
whether encased in lipid nanopar�cles or not, into the human body? Writen 6/11/2023 

SQ23-
002045 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Jordon 
Steele-
John 

Mandatory 
audi�ng 
process for 
class 3 
medical 
devices and 
products 

We understand the TGA has introduced a new mandatory audi�ng 
process for class 3 medical devices and products being submited for 
inclusion on the ARTG.   
 
1. How is the TGA going with assessing applica�ons for approving 
new medica�ons and medical devices? 
2. Is it true that there is a 6 or more month wait for clinical audits 
like these? 
3. What other backlogs are you currently experiencing?  
4. Do you have enough staffing and resources for these 
assessments? Writen 3/11/2023 
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of Health 

David 
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Opioid 
dependenc
e 

Senator DAVID POCOCK: I just wanted to follow up on the opioid 
dependence work you are undertaking. Before the break you were 
talking about poten�ally using the doctor's bag as a way for them to 
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and Aged 
Care 

treatment 
consulta�o
ns 

be able to opportunis�cally both prescribe and actually give a first 
dose, par�cularly with some of the new longer ac�ng treatments. 
You said that this wasn't a solu�on given these medicines are 
schedule 8 medicines. But I had a look in the break, and there are 
some actual opioids, schedule 8 medicines, in the doctor's bag. So, 
what is the actual reason that the doctor's bag isn't- 
Ms Shakespeare: That's the advice I've been given. 
Senator DAVID POCOCK: Morphine is schedule 8. 
Ms Platona: Indeed it is. 
Senator DAVID POCOCK: 
So why is that a reason not to add something? You have the thing 
that's 
addic�ve. The thing that you're hoping will get people off the 
addic�ve substance is not allowed in there but the 
addic�ve substance is allowed in there. What is the thinking there? 
Mr Comley: I wonder whether Professor Kelly might provide some 
informa�on on essen�ally what gets into 
a doctor's bag and why that may or may not be- 
Senator DAVID POCOCK: I'm more interested in ge�ng an outcome 
on this issue. I'm not wedded to the 
doctor's bag. It's just been put to me by a number of people as a 
poten�al solu�on given we have this 1 December 
�me frame. If you're using schedule 8 as the reason not to do it, I'm 
interested in why there are other schedule 8 
medicines in there? 
Ms Shakespeare: It was more in reference to the state and territory 
regula�on of the drug. Schedule 8 medicines can be made available, 
but it's something we would need to nego�ate with the states and 
territories. 
Prof. Kelly: I'm sure you know this so please stop me if you do. The 
doctor's bag is for the ability to have emergency medicines ready for 
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emergency situa�ons. I think you'd agree that opioid dependence 
therapy is in quite a different category from that. Morphine, 
pethidine and so forth are able to be carried under that specific and 
par�cular approach, and it's agreed by the states and territories to 
waive the rather onerous other regula�ons around schedule 8 
medicines because of their use for immediate pain relief in 
emergency situa�ons. 
Senator DAVID POCOCK: Sure, but I guess that doesn't wash with me 
when I'm just told it's because of the schedule 8, and there are 
schedule 8 substances in there. That's a whole different argument, 
but that's not what Ms Shakespeare was trying to tell me. 
Prof. Kelly: I think both issues are per�nent, but I understand your 
point. The main reason would be that it's not seen as an emergency 
medicine, and that would be why it's not in the doctor's bag 
approach. That's the clinical side. Ms Shakespeare and Ms Platona 
have more understanding of the schemes. 
Senator DAVID POCOCK: Is that work due to be completed before 1 
December, or do you see it stretching beyond then? 
Ms Shakespeare: I think we'll need to check with the officers who are 
directly involved. 
Senator DAVID POCOCK: Maybe on no�ce you could provide some 
details of how that consulta�on is working, maybe the number of 
mee�ngs and if there is some sort of �me line for its comple�on? 
Ms Shakespeare: I think those officers will be here for outcome 1. 

SQ23-
001971 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
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Malcol
m 
Roberts 

Cer�ficate 
for vaccine 
manufactur
ing 

Senator ROBERTS: Thank you. I will try to rush through these 
ques�ons. They go to good manufacturing process. I got a reply from 
the TGA that says that good manufacturing process is an 
interna�onal standard for manufacturing medical products to ensure 
consistency and safety of the final product. It's significant because 
the drama�c inconsistency in adverse events reported between 
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batches suggests that Pfizer and the other manufacturers of the 
injec�ons rushed the manufacture of their products and tore up the 
good manufacturing process rulebook, causing untold death and 
suffering. Japanese authori�es have detected unsafe levels of 
stainless steel contamina�on in the Pfizer vaccine, another indica�on 
that good manufacturing process was not used. In the last es�mates, 
I asked if the COVID injec�ons were made using good manufacturing 
process. You took that on no�ce. I received this reply: 
…which does not contain any proof the products were made using 
good manufacturing process. 
It's just waffle and padding. It's just hiding and covering up. Let me 
ask again. Were the vaccines used in Australia in calendar year 2021 
made using good manufacturing process or not? 
Mr Henderson: Thanks for the ques�on. I will clarify. I actually took 
that ques�on and I answered it during the Senate hearing that they 
were made under good manufacturing prac�ces. 
Senator ROBERTS: Can I have the cer�ficate, please? 
Mr Henderson: I might defer that to my colleague here, Ms Burnet. I 
can reassure you that they were made to good manufacturing 
prac�ces. 
Senator ROBERTS: I would like the cer�ficate. 
Ms Burnet: Thank you for the ques�on. We issue cer�ficates when 
we do an inspec�on of an overseas manufacturing site. We have two 
mechanisms to assess the GMP of overseas manufacturing sites. One 
is when we do an inspec�on ourselves, in which case we will issue a 
cer�ficate for a site. The second way is where we get informa�on 
from some of our overseas regulatory agencies with whom we have 
confidence. We will assess that internally and then issue what we 
call a GMP clearance. I would have to take it on no�ce, and perhaps 
with some more informa�on about which vaccine you are referring 
to, as to whether we did a clearance or whether we issued a 
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cer�ficate for the site. 
Senator ROBERTS: Let's go with both the main ones here in this 
country, please. 
Ms Burnet: Yes. 

SQ23-
001949 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Andrew 
Bragg 

Chronic 
disease 
tes�ng - all 
Australians 

In the context of all Australians, can the Department of Health and 
Aged Care provide the following informa�on: 
1. How many of that popula�on receive chronic disease tes�ng 
annually? 
2. How many of that popula�on do not receive chronic disease 
tes�ng annually? 
3. As a percentage of that popula�on, what share receive chronic 
disease tes�ng annually? 
4. As a percentage of that popula�on, what share do not receive 
chronic disease tes�ng annually? 
5. The aggregate expenditure for that popula�on on chronic disease 
tes�ng annually? 
6. The per capita expenditure for that popula�on on chronic disease 
tes�ng annually? 
7. The es�mated cost to the Budget for future health costs by that 
popula�on not receiving chronic disease tes�ng? 
8. The es�mated saving to the Budget for future health costs by that 
popula�on receiving chronic disease tes�ng (such as early diagnosis 
and interven�on, instead of undiagnosed condi�ons and associated 
consequences)? 
9. For that popula�on, in quality-adjusted life years what is the 
es�mated reduc�on by not receiving chronic disease tes�ng? 
10. For that popula�on, in quality-adjusted life years what is the 
es�mated increase by receiving chronic disease tes�ng? 
11. Given the prevalence of chronic disease is so great in indigenous 
communi�es, that detec�ng and reducing it is a cri�cal factor in 
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closing the gap, and that tes�ng for it is so low, what priority does 
the Department place on developing a strategy to address this? 

SQ23-
001948 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Andrew 
Bragg 

Chronic 
disease 
tes�ng - 
First 
Na�ons 
Australians 

In the context of indigenous Australians, can the Department of 
Health and Aged Care break down answers of the following based on 
three different popula�ons, including: 1. urban, 2. rural and regional 
and 3. remote communi�es, the following informa�on: 
1. How many of that popula�on receive chronic disease tes�ng 
annually? 
2. How many of that popula�on do not receive chronic disease 
tes�ng annually? 
3. As a percentage of that popula�on, what share receive chronic 
disease tes�ng? 
4. As a percentage of that popula�on, what share do not receive 
chronic disease tes�ng? 
5. The aggregate expenditure for that popula�on on chronic disease 
tes�ng? 
6. The per capita expenditure for that popula�on on chronic disease 
tes�ng? 
7. The es�mated cost to the Budget for future health costs by that 
popula�on not receiving chronic disease tes�ng? 
8. The es�mated saving to the Budget for future health costs by that 
popula�on receiving chronic disease tes�ng (such as early diagnosis 
and interven�on, instead of undiagnosed condi�ons and associated 
consequences)? 
9. For that popula�on, in quality-adjusted life years what is the 
es�mated reduc�on by not receiving chronic disease tes�ng? 
10. For that popula�on, in quality-adjusted life years what is the 
es�mated increase by receiving chronic disease tes�ng? 
11. Aggregated for that popula�on, what is the es�mated cost to 
achieve quality-adjusted life years equivalent to rest of the Australian 
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popula�on? 
12. Per capita for that popula�on, what is the es�mated cost to 
achieve quality-adjusted life years on par with the rest of the 
Australian popula�on? 

SQ23-
001933 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Linda 
Reynold
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NATA-
accredited 
tests for 
acquired 
relapsing 
Fever 

14. Na�onal Associa�on of Tes�ng Authori�es (NATA)-accredited 
laboratories claim to be competent in tes�ng for overseas-acquired 
Lyme disease. Accordingly, the Royal College of Pathologists of 
Australia (RCPA) test manual lists tests for Borrelia Burgdorferi 
An�bodies and Lyme Disease. The RCPA test manual does not list any 
test for overseas-acquired Relapsing Fever. What NATA-accredited 
tests would be used to test for overseas acquired Relapsing Fever? 
Which strains would be tested, which kits would be used, or which 
other tes�ng methods would be used? 
 
Ques�on 14  
• Royal College of Pathologists of Australia Posi�on Statement 
Diagnos�c Laboratory tes�ng for Lyme Disease' (or similar 
syndromes) in Australia and New Zealand 
htps://www.rcpa.edu.au/Library/College-Policies/Posi�on-
Statements/Diagnos�cLaboratory-tes�ng-for-Borreliosis-Lyme  page 
4. (Accessed 20/08/2023)/ 
• Royal College of Pathologists of Australia Pathology Test Manual 
htps://www.rcpa.edu.au/Manuals/RCPA-Manual/Pathology-Tests  
(Accessed 20/08/2023) Writen 
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Department 
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Anne 
Ruston 

Private 
Health 
Insurance 

1. There has been repor�ng in the daily telegraph in September that 
some private health policies have gone up 8%, and now cost more 
than $8,000 per year. Is the Department aware of these reports? 
2. How is this possible when the Minister approved an average 

Writen 6/11/2023 
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private health rise of 2.9 per cent? 
3. How does the Minister's direc�on allow such drama�c increases? 

SQ23-
002180 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Anne 
Ruston 

Home Care 
Package 
Wait Times 

1. Can the Department please explain how wait �mes on the 
na�onal queue for the Home Care Packages Program have extended 
out to between 3-6 months at 31 March 2023 when compared to the 
prior quarter where wait �mes had fallen to between 1-3 months at 
31 December 2022 for all package levels? 
2. Current anecdotal reports across the country suggests delays for 
assessments can extend out to over 6 months. How is the mater of 
reducing lengthy wait �mes to receive an assessment and access 
services being addressed? Writen 6/11/2023 

SQ23-
002179 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Anne 
Ruston 

ACAT 
Assessment 

1. Following an ini�al screening through My Aged Care, what is the 
average wait period for an older person to have a completed 
comprehensive assessment in a community se�ng conducted by an 
Aged Care Assessment Team (ACAT) 
a) High Priority? 
b) Medium Priority? 
c) Low Priority? 
2. Following an ini�al screening through My Aged Care, what is the 
average wait period for an older person to have a completed 
comprehensive assessment in a hospital se�ng conducted by an 
Aged Care Assessment Team (ACAT) 
a) High Priority? 
b) Medium Priority? 
c) Low Priority? 
3. Is there a difference in average days between regional and metro / 
state to state? 
4. How many ACAT assessments are currently being completed by 
phone vs Face to Face? Writen 6/11/2023 
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SQ23-
001980 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Anne 
Ruston 

ACAT and 
home-care 
package 
wait �mes 

Senator RUSTON: I will quickly zip through some ques�ons in rela�on 
to ACAT and home-care package wait �mes. How long does it take 
when someone applies to be assessed to when an ACAT team 
actually does the assessment, on average? 
Ms Connolly: The median �me to complete a comprehensive 
assessment na�onally is 17 calendar days. That is for the 2022-23 
financial year. 
Senator RUSTON: What is the average? 
Ms Atkinson: I don't have that data to hand at the moment. We have 
the median wait �mes to hand. We can take that on no�ce. 
Senator RUSTON: Do you think it's likely to be much different to 17 
days? 
Ms Atkinson: I will take that on no�ce 108 
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wait �me 
from 
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to a person 
receiving 
home care 
package 

Senator RUSTON: How long does it take from that assessment to 
when the person receives their package? 
Ms Connolly: As at 30 September, people in need of urgent care who 
are assessed as high priority are accessing their approved level 
home-care package within a fortnight. 
Senator RUSTON: Fourteen days? 
Ms Connolly: Yes. Within 14 days. People assessed as medium 
priority are receiving their care across different levels. For level 1, it 
is within a fortnight; for level 2, it's within two months; for level 3, 
it's within six months; and, for level 4, it's within three months. 
Senator RUSTON: You said with level 1, it is 14; level 2 is three 
months; level 3 is six months; and level 4 is three months. 
Ms Connolly: Level 1 is 14 days. For level 2, it is two months. For 
level 3, it is six months. Level 4 is three months. 
Senator RUSTON: So it takes you longer to get a level 3 package than 
a level 4 package? 
Ms Connolly: That's correct. Again, for high priority, it is across all 
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levels within two weeks. 
Senator RUSTON: So the same as level 1. On average, the total wait 
�me is hard to assess because you can't give me the average. Are 
these �mes that you've given me for how long it takes a�er the 
assessment to receive the package averages? 
Ms Connolly: That's correct. 
Senator RUSTON: But you've given me a median for the �me it takes 
from applica�on to assessment? 
Ms Connolly: Yes, Senator. 
Senator RUSTON: Why would you be giving me two different 
measures so that it's impossible for me to actually assess how long 
on average it takes for an older Australian to be assessed and receive 
a package? 
Mr Lye: I'm sure we're not doing that deliberately. 
Senator RUSTON: I wasn't accusing you of that. I just found it very 
odd that is how you have provided it, that's all. 
Ms Connolly: We would have to take on no�ce a combina�on of the 
two sets of data to give you a figure. 
Mr Lye: You are a�er the total? 
Senator RUSTON: Yes. I could ring up today and say, 'My aunt needs 
a package. When can I expect her to receive the service?' Obviously 
it varies depending on the level of package that she is likely to 
receive. 
Mr Lye: We can try and give you a kind of average. 
Senator RUSTON: I'm just trying to understand what the hidden 
queue is, if you get what I mean, because 
the informa�on you've provided me doesn't allow me to actually 
iden�fy that. In terms of the loca�on-if you want to do it by modified 
Monash-do these wait �mes vary depending on where the person 
lives within the 
modified Monash regime? 
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Mr Herald: 
The wait �mes, while you're on the na�onal priority system, are not 
done according to a 
geographical level. It's based on when you received your original 
assessment outcome. There wouldn't be any 
direct correla�on between loca�on and wait �mes. 
Senator RUSTON: If I were in Andamooka and I rang up and I was in 
downtown Sydney and I rang up, if I 
were classified as the same level of care requirement, the wait �me 
would be the same? 
Mr Herald: 
Yes. You would be placed on the na�onal priority system on the 
same day, assuming you are 
assessed at the same level and at the same priority. Assuming 
packages are released concurrently, yes. 

SQ23-
002203 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

David 
Pocock 

Home Care 
Package 
Assessment 

• What is the current average wait �me for a Home Care Package to 
be assessed across the country? Please provide for all four  
        levels. 
• What is the current average wait �me for a Home Care Package to 
be assessed in the ACT? Please provide for all four levels. 
• What was the average wait �me for a Home Care Package na�onal 
and in the ACT at this �me last year? 
• Are there current shortages of home care assessors across the 
country? If so, in which areas? 
• Is there a current shortage of assessors in the ACT? 
• Has the Department received representa�ons from the ACT 
Government, providers or any advocacy group on any shortage of  
        aged care / home care assessors in the ACT? 
• Please provide a breakdown on the numbers and distribu�on of 
aged care / home care assessors across the country, either at a  

Writen 8/11/2023 



157 
 

        PHN level, an SA 3 or 4 level or another measure that could 
reasonably show the availability of assessors in all areas of Australia. 

SQ23-
002172 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Anne 
Ruston 

Providers in 
MMM 2 - 4 
mee�ng 
their 24/7 
RN and 
care 
minutes 
targets 

5. Under the Modified Monash Model (MMM), aged care services in 
areas classified as MMM 2 – 4 are considered regional or rural. What 
is the Government doing to support aged care providers in MMM 2 - 
4 to meet their 24/7 RN and care minutes targets given the 
significant workforce shortages affec�ng the aged care sector, 
par�cularly in rural areas (and the high costs associated with use of 
agency staff)? 
6. Why does the Base Care Tariff component of the AN-ACC payment 
make adjustment for services in MMM 5-7, but not those in MMM 2-
4 which are classified as regional centres, large rural towns or 
medium rural towns and which also incur higher costs to deliver care 
compared to services in metropolitan areas? 
7. Why is the 24/7 RN supplement rate for MMM 1 facili�es located 
in metropolitan areas the same as the supplement rate for MMM 2-4 
facili�es, which are classified as regional centres, large rural towns or 
medium rural towns and are being heavily impacted by workforce 
shortages? Writen 6/11/2023 
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Department 
of Health 
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Care 

Anne 
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Workforce 
and 
24/7/Proje
c�ons 

1. Can the Department please provide an update on the exemp�on 
policy for the 24/7 nurses requirement? 
2. Can I confirm the only providers that are exempt are those in 
MMM 5 to MMM 7, and for residen�al care facili�es with less than 
30 beds? 
3. I note the Interim Inspector General in his report analysed the 
24/7 RN policy and stated ''One stakeholder suggested that bed 
closures were a likely unintended consequence of the measure and 
urged Government to consider transi�onal arrangements as a mater 
of urgency.'' Has the Department also heard these concerns? 

Writen 6/11/2023 
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a. How has the department responded to this? 
b. In regard to the leter from Minister Wells to the Commissioner on 
the 28th of September with regard to care minutes - Leter from 
Minister for Aged Care the Hon. Anika Wells on care minutes 
compliance | Australian Government Department of Health and 
Aged Care - the Minister appears to be thanking the Commissioner 
Commission for not enforcing the requirements that were legislated 
by the Government – do you agree with that? 
c. Does the Commissioner believe that quality and safe care (as per 
the leter) can be delivered below the mandated targets? 
d. If so, why has the government persisted in manda�ng these 
targets on their expedited �meline, especially considering the 
significant cost pressures on the aged care sector and the current 
workforce crisis? 

SQ23-
002174 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Anne 
Ruston 

24/7 RN on 
duty and 
care 
minutes 
requiremen
ts 

1. In an FOI, the Department stated that the latest modelling at the 
�me showed in 2023-24 an addi�onal 11,800 RNs would be needed 
to meet the 24/7 RN on duty and care minutes requirements. Is this 
s�ll the an�cipated workforce gap and, if so, how much progress has 
the Department made towards reducing this gap? 
8. What was the average length of �me taken between when aged 
care providers submited an applica�on for an exemp�on from the 
24/7 RN requirement and when the Department advised them of the 
outcome of their applica�on? 
9. What percentage of providers who applied for an exemp�on were 
advised of the outcome of their applica�on before the 24/7 RN 
requirement came into effect on 1 July 2023? 
10. Since AN-ACC commenced, how many aged care residents have 
passed away before an assessor was able to atend a facility to 
confirm the resident's pallia�ve status a�er a request had been 
made by an aged care provider and what policy op�ons are there to 
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improve the system so that addi�onal associated costs incurred by 
providers to support pallia�ve care services can be accommodated in 
the funding mechanism? 
11. How confident is the Department that providers will be able to 
meet mandatory care minute requirements by 1 October 2023 given 
significant and long-running financial sustainability issues and 
workforce shortages in the sector and how will any unintended 
consequences be managed (eg. reduc�on by providers in opera�onal 
places in order to meet targets)? 

SQ23-
001982 

Department 
of Health 
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Anne 
Ruston 

Thin 
market for 
home care 
package 
services 

Senator RUSTON: I am keen to understand the shallowness of the 
market in rela�on to ge�ng access to the provision of those 
services. I get that approval for the package is in the same period of 
�me. In terms of actually accessing it, you are saying that the 
shallowness of the resources to deliver in rural, regional and remote 
markets has no bearing on the speed with which those people 
actually receive services? 
Mr Herald: Well, Senator, when they are assigned their package, they 
have 56 days to find a provider to take up those services. Obviously, 
that comes down to their ability to find a provider that they- 
Senator RUSTON: That's not your problem. If you have given them 
the package and they've got the money, it's their problem to solve? 
Mr Lye: We are very concerned to make sure that they connect with 
a service quickly. I think what you are ge�ng at, though, is whether 
we have any evidence of thin markets where there are issues for 
people trying to get that service provider iden�fied. We're happy to 
go away and look and see if we can come back with any evidence of 
that. 109 
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of people 
Senator RUSTON: Last financial year. What was the percentage of 
those that fell into the urgent category 1, category 2, category 3 and 
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and Aged 
Care 

in urgent 
category 1, 
category 2, 
category 3 
and 
category 4 

category 4? 
Mr Herald: Senator, I would have to take that on no�ce. I don't have 
that level of breakdown. 
Senator RUSTON: I would be keen to understand, then, in coming 
back with an answer, whether in totality we have seen an increase or 
a decrease in the wait �mes for people ge�ng packages. I'm happy 
to finish that 
sec�on there. 

SQ23-
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Department 
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Morgan 
Australia 

Senator RICE: I want to discuss the Future Fit program. I understand 
from your website that it is a $7.5 million investment from the 
federal Department of Health and Aged Care to stabilise and 
modernise the Meals on Wheels network. I understand that the 
contract to deliver the Future Fit program has been issued to Miles 
Morgan Australia. 
Mr Herald: That's correct. 
Senator RICE: What is the total cost of the contract that Miles 
Morgan has? 
Mr Herald: As you said, it is $7½ million. 
Senator RICE: When were they awarded that contract? 
Mr Herald: That would have been several years ago-2021, I believe. 
Senator RICE: How long is it for? 
Mr Herald: It is due to expire shortly. 
Senator RICE: When you say shortly, when? 
Mr Herald: I think it is due to expire within the end of this calendar 
year. 
Senator RICE: Is that the original �me that it was going to occur 
over? 
Mr Herald: No. It has been extended once. 
Senator RICE: So that $7½ million was for the extension as well? 
Mr Herald: Yes. 
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Senator RICE: How much was the ini�al contract for? 
Mr Herald: The ini�al one was in the order of $5 million. 
Senator RICE: When was it extended? 
Mr Herald: I would have to take that on no�ce. It was 12 or 18 
months ago. 
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nt Panel 
with Miles 
Morgan 
Australia 

Mr Herald: It was undertaken under the Commonwealth 
procurement guidelines based on the capacity of the organisa�on to 
undertake that and based on advice from Meals on Wheels that no 
other organisa�on was preferred. Miles Morgan Australia exist on a 
management panel. 
Senator RICE: How many other organisa�ons exist on that panel? 
Mr Herald: Several, as far as I am aware. I'm not sure exactly who 
was on the panel. They were selected based on their rela�onship 
and exis�ng work with Meals on Wheels Australia. 
Senator RICE: Right. So their rela�onship and their exis�ng work with 
Meals on Wheels Australia? 
Mr Herald: Yes. 
Senator RICE: Can you take on no�ce who else was on the panel? 
Who else could you have chosen from without going through an 
open tender process? What was the extent of their exis�ng work 
with Meals on Wheels Australia before they had the program? 95 
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Senator RICE: No. If some of these Victorian providers had been 
offered the opportunity to provide services into Ballarat and 
Whitehorse at a cost of $13.25 per unit, that would have been a 
different offer than taking over a service for only $8.25 a unit, which 
most of them are ge�ng. 
Mr Lye: Maybe it's best to take on no�ce and give you the process 
that we followed to arrive at that. I think we should also provide you 
on no�ce the ongoing discussion with the various affiliates and 
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Meals on Wheels around this pricing issue, because I think it is a live 
issue. There is a disparity across the country in terms of that price. It 
is bound up with the future of the service in terms of this aim in 
reform to get high quality meals at a price that is efficient across the 
whole sector but at the same �me to recognise the unique 
organisa�onal structure of Meals on Wheels, which is very much 
volunteer driven. 
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up costs 
and 
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Senator RICE: I also understand-I look forward to receiving the 
informa�on on no�ce about the $13-that basically it was meant to 
cover set-up costs and transi�onal costs. Basically, the new services 
essen�ally walked into facili�es that were already set up so that the 
transi�onal costs and set-up costs were next to nothing. 106 
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1. Is the new Support at Home Program s�ll on track to be 
implemented by 1 July 2025? 
2. I understand that a revised program design was released this �me 
last year (October 2022) for consulta�on to support the refinement 
of program design. When will the Department release a finalised 
design of the new Support at Home Program? 
3. When will this be made available to stakeholders for 
considera�on, no�ng it has been 12 months since the last 
publica�on was released and it is now near 18 months before the 
new program is due to commence? 
4. How has transi�on from the current programs to the future 
program been accounted for in this process? 
5. How many people does the Department believe will transi�on to 
the Support at Home Program within its first year of opera�on? 
6. Do you have projec�ons over the forwards of the number of older 
Australians using the Support at Home program? 

Writen 6/11/2023 
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7. What addi�onal investment will be needed in the next Federal 
Budget to support this? 
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Mr Herald: The vast majority of Meals on Wheels services in Victoria 
are, as I said before, councils and state hospital districts. When they 
relinquish, we have selected providers in the past who have not 
prescribed to what Meals on Wheels would describe as the Meals on 
Wheels ethos, which is the provision of delivered meals alongside 
the social support, the volunteer spending some �me. There has 
been a number of complaints about those transi�on processes 
because they lose the regular delivery and all that sort of stuff. The 
market in Victoria is quite immature when it comes to service 
providers that do that social connec�on. We used interstate 
providers- that is, Newcastle and Queensland-as a mechanism of 
suppor�ng the reten�on of that model in those loca�ons. 
Senator RICE: There are a couple of things I would like to unpack 
with that. There are other Meals on Wheels providers. There are 
other local government providers, as you say. There are plenty of 
other Meals on Wheels operators in Victoria who are opera�ng 
Meals on Wheels services with the use of community volunteers? 
Mr Herald: Yes. 
Senator RICE: Did you consider that none of them were suitable to 
be approached to poten�ally run these programs in Ballarat and 
Whitehorse? 
Mr Herald: Generally speaking, councils don't deliver outside their 
council boundaries. Secondly- 
Senator RICE: Generally speaking, were any of them given the 
opportunity? 
Mr Herald: Generally, a significant number of them are withdrawing 
out. 
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Senator RICE: Were any of them given the opportunity? 
Mr Herald: I would have to go back and check the report, Senator. 
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Senator RICE: I will finish and come back on another area. I will finish 
this off. If the program is about to come to an end, what is the 
ongoing work to con�nue to build the capacity and to get all of these 
Meals on Wheels organisa�ons ideally working well and working well 
together? 
Mr Herald: Senator, we are working through a series of op�ons for 
the next phase of work as part of the in-home aged-care reforms. 
We haven't locked that down just yet. The one thing we have found 
that is very clear is that the current architecture of the system 
doesn't work and we need to do something beter. We've got some 
really good ideas. That's what Miles Morgan and others have been 
doing with frontline services.  
Senator RICE: Miles Morgan Australia and you have been doing it? 
Mr Herald: And the frontline services led by- 
Senator RICE: And the frontline services. But not, for example, Meals 
on Wheels Victoria? 
Mr Herald: Senator, we are opera�ng with people who are actually 
doing the runs with meals. 
Senator RICE: Tell me. I am confused, then. What do you see the role 
of Meals on Wheels Victoria to be? 
Mr Lye: Senator, I think there are two things going on here. You are 
asking a series of ques�ons about the effec�veness of the Miles 
Morgan piece of work. I think we're happy to give you on no�ce the 
good things and bad things. I'm not pretending that is a perfect 
contract. We're not concerned that it's off the rails. I think there is a 
separate issue here, which is the rela�onship with the organisa�on 
and its federated partners. I'm saying to you very clearly that is not 
in a great place. We are trying to address that. That is not about the 
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Miles Morgan contract. It is about the department's rela�onship 
with Meals on Wheels. 
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across the 
Country 

Senator RICE: I will ask you to take on no�ce all the details of your 
communica�on with all of the Meals on Wheels programs across the 
country during the life of the project, please. 
Mr Herald: Yes. Happy to, Senator. 98 
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Senator RUSTON: And, obviously, the department has received that. 
I'm just interested. The contract period, according to the contract 
documents, was between 29 August 2023 and 30 September 2023; is 
that correct? 
Dr Gould: I would have to check. I think it was actually earlier than 
that. 
Senator RUSTON: That's on AusTender, via contract no�ce view. It 
says that the contract period was 29 August 2023 to 30 September 
2023. 
Mr Exell: We're happy to take that on no�ce and check that. 
Senator RUSTON: Could you check now? 
Dr Gould: I have that the contract ini�ally ran between 22 May and 
30 June 2023, and then there was an extension from 1 July to 14 
July. 
Senator RUSTON: Could you maybe then advise me what contract 
no�ce CN3999644 is. It quite clearly says here that the contract 
period is from August to September. 
Mr Exell: We don't have the exact contract number here. I want to 
check that we're talking about the right contract, so perhaps we 
could check that. I assume that we are, because that was the work, 
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but I just want to check to make sure that we're talking about the 
right contract. 
Senator RUSTON: Perhaps you could get back to me on that, because 
it's a litle confusing. 
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17. Pfizer and American Society of Gene and Cell Therapy says that 
the vaccine is Gene Therapy - 
htps://asgct.org/publica�ons/news/august-2021/pfizer-vaccine-
approved-by-fda and Gene Therapy Basics | ASGCT - American 
Society of Gene & Cell Therapy | and Gene Therapy: Behind the 
Scenes | Pfizer.  Page 70 of the Moderna filing to the SEC at June 30 
2020 also states that mRNA technology is a gene therapy.  
 
Why didn't the OGTR review the safety of the mRNA vaccines given 
Sec�on 3 of the Gene Technology Act says ''The object of this Act is 
to protect the health and safety of people, and to protect the 
environment, by iden�fying risks posed by or as a result of gene 
technology, and by managing those risks through regula�ng certain 
dealings with GMOs.''? I also note sec�on 30 of the same Act that 
says ''the Regulator has discre�on in the performance or exercise of 
his or her func�ons or powers. In par�cular, the Regulator is not 
subject to direc�on from anyone.'' As such why did the OTGR rely on 
the TGA for conduc�ng safety tests on the Covid mRNA vaccines 
when the OTGR had the discre�on and responsibility to do it? Writen 3/11/2023 
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1. Can the Department please advise which, if any, medicines used to 
treat Narcolepsy are currently available on the PBS? Writen 6/11/2023 
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5. Please define the term ''GMP washing''?  
 
6. Is the TGA aware of instances where GMP washing has occurred? 
 
7. Do you agree that ''GMP washing'' cons�tutes a work-around to 
TGO93 and compromises product quality and pa�ent safety? 
 
8. How is the TGA monitoring this and other work-around ac�vi�es 
that may be occurring? Writen 3/11/2023 
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Senator RUSTON: You refer to assump�ons, but what is the basis of 
those assump�ons? You have said that there will be a significant 
financial impact on pharmacy. That is an example of one of the 
things in there. You must have done something to determine that. 
You didn't just pluck it out of the air. 
Ms Shakespeare: There are numbers in the impact assessment which 
informed the government's reinvestment in the pharmacy sector 
through the budget. So $1.3 billion was the modelled impact and 
$1.3 billion- 
Senator RUSTON: What is the modelling to get to that number? You 
talk about the modelling, but you haven't provided the modelling. 
Ms Shakespeare: It is script volumes, pa�ent numbers and those 
sorts of things. 
Senator RUSTON: Could you provide that? 
Senator Gallagher: I think we can take on no�ce the elements that 
feed into those. 
... 
Senator RUSTON: It is very disappoin�ng, Minister, that these are the 
exact same ques�ons that I asked at budget es�mates. We are nearly 
six months down the track and, regarding the informa�on that I 
asked for and was told didn't exist, you are now saying you will take 
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it on no�ce and provide it. 
Senator Gallagher: I don't accept that. 
Senator RUSTON: Well, you did. The department said that there was 
nothing. I would be very keen to understand- 
Senator Gallagher: I am happy to review the transcripts. I am happy 
to be as helpful as we can be, to provide the informa�on that you 
need. 
Senator RUSTON: Thank you. 
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Visanne & PBAC 
We are aware of the criteria that pharmaceu�cal companies must 
consider when preparing submissions to the Pharmaceu�cal Benefits 
Advisory Commitee (PBAC) for their considera�on in lis�ng 
medica�ons on the Pharmaceu�cal Benefits Scheme (PBS). We 
understand that these criteria are par�cularly restric�ve for 
medica�ons that pertain to 
women's health. 
 - Does the Department regularly engage with the PBAC concerning 
the applica�on process for lis�ng medica�ons on the PBS? 
- Is the Department aware of the criteria set out by the PBAC that 
inadvertently impact the possibility of adding women's health 
medica�on to the PBS? 
. Is the Department aware of when the PBAC last reviewed its 
selec�on criteria for considering submissions? 
- Has the Department sought advice on whether the selec�on 
criteria dispropor�onately excludes medica�on that would support 
women's health? Can this advice be made public if so? 
- Has the Department sought advice on expanding PBAC's selec�on 
criteria to include other factors, such as pa�ent experience, societal 
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impacts, and economic benefits? Can this advice be made public if 
so? 
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Regulator 

29. Please provide a list of all conflicts of interests declared by Office 
of Gene Technology Regulator employees for the period between 
January 2020 and May 2023 including Regulatory Prac�ce & 
Compliance and Evalua�on (all subordinate branches and divisions). 
This includes past and present employees for that �me period. Writen 6/11/2023 
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23.  htps://clinicalevidence.net.au/ Why did the Na�onal Taskforce 
on Covid drop an�bio�cs for people with respiratory infec�on from 
Covid given that bacterial infec�ons are common a�er viral 
infec�ons? The Commission helped fund this organisa�on. Will the 
Commission inves�gate if this measure increased Covid deaths?  If 
not, why not? Writen 3/11/2023 
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Debilita�ng Symptom Complexes Atributed to Ticks (DSCATT) - 
Clinical Pathway 
 
20. The Clinical Pathway states:  
 
If Q fever is suspected clinically (appropriate symptoms AND at high 
risk epidemiologically), commence empirical treatment while wai�ng 
for laboratory tests.  
 
While achieving a �mely, defini�ve diagnosis of Q fever is 
challenging, early treatment is beneficial and empirical an�bio�c 
therapy should be considered if the presenta�on and clinical history 
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suggest a zoono�c disease. Moreover, the Q fever CDNA guidelines 
for Public Health Units specify that if Q fever is suspected clinically 
(in people with appropriate symptoms AND who are at high risk of 
contrac�ng Q fever), empirical treatment should be commenced 
without wai�ng for laboratory tests.  
 
a. Why does the above not also apply to Lyme disease/borreliosis, 
which is at least as serious as Q Fever?  
 
b. Why are early treatment and empirical an�bio�c therapy (without 
wai�ng for laboratory tests) not available to suspected Borreliosis 
pa�ents? 
 
c. The Clinical Pathway recommends that GPs refer suspected 
Borreliosis pa�ents to an infec�ous disease specialist or 
microbiologist, delaying diagnosis and, hence, treatment �me. The 
�meframe is extended even further if the pa�ent lives in a regional 
area (and must travel to the specialist), or the specialist has a long 
wai�ng list. This leaves pa�ents at risk of ‘poten�ally disabling, 
chronic and fatal complica�ons,' as reported by the Lyme Disease 
Associa�on of Australia Scien�fic Advisory Commitee response to 
the DSCATT Clinical Pathway. The Clinical Pathway also states: 
Chronic Q fever requires prolonged treatment with an�bio�cs.  
 
i. Why is prolonged treatment with an�bio�cs acceptable for chronic 
Q fever, but not for disseminated Borreliosis?  
 
ii. What are the clinically dis�nc�ve aspects of Q fever that allow for 
this prolonged use of an�bio�cs when an�bio�c use in Borreliosis, 
par�cularly disseminated Borreliosis, is not allowed? 
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Reference for QoN: Ques�on 20  
• Australian Government Department of Health Debilita�ng 
Symptom Complexes Atributed to Ticks (DSCATT) Clinical Pathway 
FINAL CLINICAL PATHWAY October 2020 
htps://www.health.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/2021/07/
debilita�ng-symptomcomplexes-atributed-to-�cks-dscat-clinical-
pathway.pdf 
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21. The Clinical Pathway states (in rela�on to Queensland Tick 
Typhus - QTT):  
 
QTT is readily treated with a short course of doxycycline. Early 
ini�a�on of doxycycline is cri�cal - a delay in appropriate 
an�microbial therapy is associated with increased likelihood of 
progression to severe disease and complica�ons.  
 
Doxycycline should be administered orally in mild-to-moderate 
infec�on and intravenously in severe infec�on. There are no 
published data on the importance of an�bio�cs in mild R. australis 
infec�on although early administra�on probably prevents 
hospitalisa�on and morbidity.  
 
Since doxycycline may be administered by a GP with cri�cal urgency 
for QTT, including intravenously, despite there being 'no published 
data on the importance of an�bio�cs,' and, since there is 'litle 
systema�c evidence being available regarding the outcomes of acute 
R. australis infec�on, par�cularly for non-hospitalised pa�ents,' why 
then:  
 
a. Should suspected Lyme disease/borreliosis pa�ents have to wait 
for a specialist referral/appointment and posi�ve laboratory tests, to 
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obtain doxycycline, especially given that there is published data on 
the importance of early an�bio�cs for Lyme disease, and recogni�on 
that 'people treated with appropriate an�bio�cs in the early stages 
of Lyme disease can help prevent late Lyme disease' (Centers for 
Disease Control and Preven�on - CDC)? 
 
Ques�on 21  
• Australian Government Department of Health Debilita�ng 
Symptom Complexes Atributed to Ticks (DSCATT) Clinical Pathway 
FINAL CLINICAL PATHWAY October 2020 
htps://www.health.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/2021/07/
debilita�ng-symptomcomplexes-atributed-to-�cks-dscat-clinical-
pathway.pdf 
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23. Excluding evidence rela�ng to �ck-borne disease in Australia pre-
da�ng 2008 from the Clinical Pathway and literature review weakens 
and biases the evidence-base. Much of the contribu�on of the 
pa�ent stakeholder cohort was also excluded from the Pathway. The 
Pathway was finalised and published despite the en�re na�onal 
pa�ent stakeholder cohort protes�ng and declaring it unsafe and 
not-fit-for-purpose.  
a. How can the government jus�fy the use of the phrase 'general 
consensus' when the en�re pa�ent stakeholder group is in dissensus 
with the other stakeholders?  
 
b. Sec�on 1.1 of the Clinical Pathway states the inten�on for the 
Clinical Pathway to be 'generally accepted by the Australian medical 
and other health professions and pa�ent groups as part of their 
clinical management.'  
 
i. Pa�ent groups do not accept the Clinical Pathway and words 
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sugges�ng that pa�ent groups do accept the Pathway should be 
removed from it. Who signed off on the Clinical Pathway and when 
will pa�ents receive a meaningful opportunity for consulta�on? 
 
ii. The DSCATT Clinical Pathway declares itself to be 'not instruc�ve; 
rather a tool/pathway to help structure assessments and 
management of pa�ents' and to have been developed 'to support 
decision-making on differen�al diagnosis and referral pathways.' It is 
axioma�c that the Clinical Pathway is a primary tool for healthcare 
providers, not for pa�ents. The Department of Health and Aged Care 
lists the DSCATT Clinical Pathway under the label Support for 
healthcare providers. The label Support for pa�ents includes the 
Clinical Pathway as a secondary tool within the listed ini�a�ve of 
'suppor�ng healthcare providers to deliver beter health outcomes 
for pa�ents.' 
 
1. Please provide data showing how the Clinical Pathway has 
provided beter health outcomes for pa�ents, especially chronically 
ill pa�ents, since its October 2020 publica�on. 
 
2. Please provide feedback from pa�ents and pa�ent advocacy 
groups on the performance of the Clinical Pathway. 
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Debilita�ng Symptom Complexes Atributed to Ticks (DSCATT) and 
Long COVID 
 
24. Please provide a detailed overview of any relevant preliminary 
research outcomes that show similari�es between the two pa�ent 
cohorts.  
 
25. The April 2023 Standing Commitee on Health, Aged Care and 
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and Long 
COVID 

Sport Final Report from the House of Representa�ves Inquiry into 
Long COVID and Repeated COVID Infec�ons highlights the 
problema�c issues arising from not having a na�onally agreed, 
consistent defini�on of long COVID, which can be applied to both 
clinical and research purposes.  
 
a. Why does the government insist on persis�ng with the clumsy, 
inappropriate label Debilita�ng Symptom Complexes Atributed to 
Ticks instead of simply op�ng for Illness Atributed to Ticks? 
Symptom complexes infers the problem is inherently on the part of 
the pa�ent, whereas illness implies the medical world's acceptance 
of the pa�ents' condi�on of being ill.  
 
b. There has been an easy acceptance of the condi�on long COVID, 
in a short period of �me. Despite a considerable and varied 
evidence-based body of knowledge exis�ng about �ck-borne 
diseases in acute and chronic forms, and post-infec�on or post-
treatment syndromes associated with some �ckborne diseases, and 
despite pa�ent advocacy groups reques�ng help and treatment for 
their members, why has the government effec�vely blocked support 
and treatment for pa�ents with �ck-borne illness?  
 
c. The first of the seven recommenda�ons in the Standing 
Commitee on Health, Aged Care and Sport's Inquiry Final Report is 
'that the Australian government establishes and funds a single 
COVID-19 database to be administered by the soon-to-be developed 
Centre for Disease Control to capture data on:  
-  COVID-19 infec�ons, complica�ons, hospitalisa�ons, and deaths as 
well as recurrent COVID-19 infec�ons … 
- Long COVID diagnoses including post COVID complica�ons …'  
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Is the government going to establish a database to capture the 
recommended data? If yes, when? If no, why not?  
 
d. Both COVID and DSCATT and all diseases require epidemiological 
data to help define the disease. Informa�on about prevalence, 
incidence and burden of disease is a necessary partner to research. 
Pa�ents suffering from illness atributed to �cks have been calling for 
a database and epidemiological survey for the past decade. If the 
government establishes a database to capture data for COVID, will it 
also establish a database to capture data for �ck-borne illnesses? 
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26. Pa�ents living with other diseases in which the science or cause 
or precise diagnosis is undetermined can s�ll access treatment. For 
example, autoimmune diseases may be treated at the discre�on of 
the doctor, and pa�ents with respiratory condi�ons such as COPD 
may take prophylac�c an�bio�cs to prevent infec�on and further 
an�bio�cs at any hint of infec�on. And, as noted previously, pa�ents 
with QTT and Q Fever can access treatments such as doxycycline. 
 
a. What is the jus�fica�on, from a medical ethics viewpoint, of 
refusing to treat pa�ents living with �ck-borne diseases in Australia 
while the scien�fic debate about causa�on remains undetermined? 
 
b. Why are pa�ents with �ck-borne diseases denied the highest 
atainable standard of physical and mental health care that is 
available to the rest of the community? 
 
27. What is the medical responsibility to minimise harm to pa�ents 
living with �ckborne diseases while research is s�ll progressing on 
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emerging pathogens? 
 
28. What is the government's global responsibility to minimise harm 
in view of the emerging/increasing disease status of the infec�ous 
diseases lumped under the non-diagnos�c label – DSCATT? 
 
29. I refer to ques�on on no�ce: SQ22-000470  
 
The Implementa�on/Monitoring Table rela�ng to the 12 
Recommenda�ons from the Final Report of the 2016 Senate Inquiry, 
included in the response to Por�olio ques�on number SQ22-000470 
Supplementary budget es�mates November 2022, relies on the 
Clinical Pathway as the main implementa�on for six of the twelve 
Recommenda�ons (5 out of 6 completed at that �me). 
 
How can the government jus�fy �cking 6 out of 12 boxes, ci�ng the 
Clinical Pathway as the measure of comple�on of the 
recommenda�on, when there is no evidence that the Pathway has 
provided any benefit to pa�ents (or has even been read by 
healthcare providers) and the poten�al harm that the Pathway could 
cause to pa�ents has been ignored? 
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COVID 
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1. What research has NHMRC commissioned into COVID vaccine 
effec�veness in terms of randomized control trials? 
2. What research has NHMRC commissioned into natural immunity 
atained a�er COVID infec�on with COVID vaccina�on, comparing 
those? 
3. There hasn't been an update on NHMRC website in rela�on to 
Senate Order 192 (the Murray Mo�on 
htps://www.nhmrc.gov.au/about-us/accountability-and-repor�ng) 
for the last three years may I ask why that hasn't been updated? 
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4. How much of NHMRC own source revenue did NHMRC generate in 
the previous financial year? 
5. What services are NHMRC rendering for that? 
6. Who are NHMRC genera�ng that revenue from? 
7. Please provide a list of every en�ty NHMRC generated revenue 
from? 
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11. The Federal Health Ministerial response to pe��on PN0556 
states that: The Government does not collect informa�on on the 
nature of specific referrals by infec�ous disease specialists, 
therefore, sta�s�cal record-keeping by the Government for all �ck-
borne infec�ons definitely acquired in Australia is at present not 
feasible or prac�cal. 
  
a. Why does the government not collect this data and why is this 
sta�s�cal record keeping not funded?  
 
b. Interna�onal Classifica�on of Diseases (ICD) Codes 'are the main 
basis for health recording and sta�s�cs on disease in primary, 
secondary, and ter�ary care, as well as on cause of death cer�ficates. 
These data and sta�s�cs support payment systems, service planning, 
administra�on of quality and safety, and health services research. 
Diagnos�c guidance linked to categories of ICD also standardizes 
data collec�on and enables large scale research.' (World Health 
Organisa�on (WHO) website, ICD-11 Homepage) Please provide 
transparency around all the ICD codes rela�ng to Lyme disease and 
Tickborne Relapsing Fever. If no data exists for these ICD codes, 
Australia is effec�vely opera�ng outside of the global purpose of ICD 
codes. 
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12. The same Federal Health Ministerial response to pe��on PN0556 
states that the decision to list a disease on the Na�onal No�fiable 
Disease List (NNDL) is a mater for the Communicable Diseases 
Network Australia (CDNA). 
 
a. What progress is the CDNA making toward inclusion of �ck-borne 
diseases as a risk to public health under the Na�onal Health Security 
Act 2007?  
 
b. At what point is the burden of disease considered as part of the 
CDNA's considera�on of no�fica�on on the NNDL? 
 
Ques�on 11 & 12  
• Ministerial response to pe��on dated 19/05/2023: 
htps://www.aph.gov.au/epe��ons/pe��on/PN0556  (Accessed 
22/08/2023). 
• WHO Interna�onal Sta�s�cal Classifica�on of Diseases and Related 
Health Problems (ICD) 
htps://www.who.int/standards/classifica�ons/classifica�on-of-
diseases  (Accessed 20/08/2023) 
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Lyme as a 
disputed 
diagnosis 

22. The Clinical Pathway states:  
 
While some Australians and healthcare providers believe that a form 
of ‘chronic Lyme disease' exists, globally, ‘chronic Lyme disease' is a 
disputed diagnosis which lacks sufficient suppor�ng evidence. 
 
Both the Centres for Disease Control and Preven�on (CDC) and the 
Infec�ous Diseases Society of America (IDSA) acknowledge chronic 
Lyme, though both agencies use the term PTLDS (post treatment 
Lyme disease syndrome). Many Australian pa�ents have not had 
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treatment for their �ck-borne illness and therefore cannot be 
considered as having a post treatment syndrome.  
 
Unsworth et al. (2008) state that 'it is well known that an infec�ous 
disease may lead to chronic infec�on and chronic illness. Such 
infec�ons include … Lyme disease (Borrelia burgdorferi) … Post-
infec�on fa�gue syndrome a�er Q-Fever has also been well-
documented.'  
 
Why does the Clinical Pathway refer to chronic Lyme as ''a disputed 
diagnosis which lacks sufficient suppor�ng evidence'' when CDC and 
IDSA informa�on is interna�onal best prac�ce and considered 
authorita�ve, and Unsworth et al (2008) acknowledge chronic Lyme 
infec�on? 
 
References to Ques�on 22  
• Australian Government Department of Health Debilita�ng 
Symptom Complexes Atributed to Ticks (DSCATT) Clinical Pathway 
FINAL CLINICAL PATHWAY October 2020 
htps://www.health.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/2021/07/
debilita�ng-symptomcomplexes-atributed-to-�cks-dscat-clinical-
pathway.pdf  
• Centers for Disease Control and Preven�on Post-Treatment Lyme 
Disease Syndrome htps://www.cdc.gov/lyme/postlds/index.html  
(Accessed 22/08/2023).  
• Clinical Prac�ce Guidelines by the Infec�ous Diseases Society of 
America (IDSA), American Academy of Neurology (AAN), and 
American College of Rheumatology (ACR): 2020 Guidelines for the 
Preven�on, Diagnosis and Treatment of Lyme Disease Published CID, 
11/30/2020. Clinical Infec�ous Diseases, Volume 72, Issue 1, 1 
January 2021, Pages e1-e48, htps://doi.org/10.1093/cid/ciaa1215   
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• N. Unsworth and others, Markers of exposure to spoted fever 
ricketsiae in pa�ents with chronic illness, including fa�gue, in two 
Australian popula�ons, QJM: An Interna�onal Journal of Medicine, 
Volume 101, Issue 4, April 2008, Pages 269– 274, 
htps://doi.org/10.1093/qjmed/hcm149 
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30. There is a need for pa�ent/advocate group engagement with the 
government. The government claims it has completed tasks, such as 
the 12 recommenda�ons from the Senate Inquiry Final Report, and 
spent adequate millions on research and projects, while pa�ents are 
experiencing deleterious effects - medical, psychological, and 
financial - from the government's ac�ons and inac�ons. The 
government's inac�on in rolling out a na�onwide epidemiological 
exercise of data capture, for example, has hindered the crea�on of 
an evidence-base about sufferers of �ck-borne diseases in Australia 
and le� the government with no data about currently ill pa�ents. 
Data about currently ill pa�ents should have been part of the 
evidence-base of the Clinical Pathway. The government's ac�on of 
publishing a Clinical Pathway preceding data capture has created a 
medical guidance tool that restricts treatments available to pa�ents, 
hence causing pa�ent harm.  
 
There is a need for retrospec�ve, fair and reasonable consulta�on 
with the pa�ent/advocate cohort. When will the government create 
opportunity for such consulta�on? 
 
31. Advocacy groups are being denied any means of contac�ng the 
office of the current Chief Medical Officer and must communicate 
through the main phone line of the Department. There is no 
acknowledgement of emails, so a follow-up phone call to confirm 
receipt is necessary. Furthermore, the Department no longer has a 
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general contact for maters rela�ng to DSCATT. The Chief Medical 
Officer incumbent when the Clinical Advisory Commitee on Lyme 
Disease formed was open to communica�on and generous with 
response. Will the government rec�fy this communica�on issue? 
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1. What has the Federal Government done to raise awareness and 
encourage people to take ac�ons to protect themselves against 
mosquito bites?  
 
2. What is the government doing for mosquito surveillance in the 
Kimberley region? Writen 3/11/2023 
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6. In a leter to a cons�tuent signed by the ISB regarding the 
pandemic instrument, these words were used: ''The intent of the 
new instrument is to enhance the interna�onal community's efforts 
towards future pandemics. The new instrument provides an 
opportunity to strengthen global health systems, disease 
surveillance, enhance equity and future pandemic response.'' Is this 
s�ll an accurate appraisal of that instrument? 
7. The leter relates to the latest version of the instrument WHO CA+ 
dated 2 June 2023. However there is a new version of this 
instrument, dated October 2023 can I have a copy of this latest 
document please? Writen 6/11/2023 
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11. What consulta�on and/or advice did Australia as a Member 
State, undertake and/or receive with the World Health Assembly in 
rela�on to the appointment of an independent panel (for pandemic 
preparedness & response) to provide impar�al, independent and 
comprehensive evalua�on, including using exis�ng mechanisms, as 
appropriate, to review experience gained and lessons learned from 
the WHO-coordinated interna�onal health response to COVID-19? 
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Specifically, how was the independence and impar�ality of panel 
members assured by the World Health Assembly? 
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the World 
Health 
Organisa�o
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1. As we have not communicated previously, please explain your 
du�es as they relate to the World Health Organisa�on? 
2. How many staff in your branch, and what is your annual budget? 
3. Who do you report to – is there a departmental structure you 
could share? 
4. I understand Australia maintains a permanent office in Geneva 
that is our point of contact with the WHO, is that through your 
branch? 
5. How many staff in that office and what is the annual budget? Writen 6/11/2023 
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1. Can the Department please detail the advice they provided to 
Government regarding the advantages and disadvantages of 
different inquiry models? 
2. Can the Department please detail any advice or response they 
provided following receiving the dra� terms of reference and the 
panel members? 3. Would it be correct to say that the Department 
held the posi�on that a Royal Commission would be warranted in 
the context of COVID-19? 
4. What is the Department's defini�on of ‘independent'? 
5. How is the panel independent if it is being supported by ‘A 
Taskforce within the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet'? 
 
Scope of Inquiry 
6. The terms of reference state that public consulta�on will be 
conducted in a process where ''The Independent Panel may invite 
and publish submissions and seek informa�on from any persons or 
bodies.'' How will the panel determine who they will invite to submit 
to the inquiry? 

Writen 6/11/2023 
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7. Will there be any requirements in terms of bodies, experts and 
members of the public who they must invite to be a part of the 
consulta�on? 
8. Why is consulta�on via ini�a�on only? 
9. If the inquiry will only conduct exclusive, invite-only consulta�on, 
how will the Department ensure that this is a thorough inves�ga�on 
if the panel can pick and choose who they hear from? 
10. When does the Department consider that the COVID-19 
pandemic ended in Australia? 
11. Will the inquiry cover this en�re period, including the current 
Government's handling of the pandemic? 
12. Can you confirm the inquiry will look into the vaccina�on rates 
and COVID deaths in aged care under the current Government? 
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Inquiry 

1. On 24 April 2023, Minister Butler announced $50 million for 
research into Long COVID. This was considered with the House's 
Health Commitee's recommenda�ons following the Long COVID 
inquiry. Can the Department please have an update on whether any 
organisa�ons have received funding yet? Writen 6/11/2023 
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Ques�on 1:  
Is the Department aware of the upcoming 307 proposed 
amendments to the Interna�onal Health Regula�ons (2005), 
htps://apps.who.int/gb/wgihr/pdf_files/wgihr1/WGIHR_Compila�o
n-en.pdf, submited in accordance with decision WHA75(9) that will 
become enforceable on the Australian government and its people 
from May next year if not ac�vely rejected beforehand? 
 
Ques�on 2: 
What is the Australian Government's understanding on why the 
WHO seeks to become a legisla�ve authority and how making their 

Writen 6/11/2023 
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direc�ves legally binding (Ar�cle 1) on Australians benefits 
Australians? 
 
Ques�on 3: 
Does the Department support the removal of the ''full respect for 
the dignity, human rights and fundamental freedoms of persons'' or 
does it propose to reject the Amendment to Ar�cle 3? 
 
Ques�on 4: 
It appears the IHR amendments will come into force automa�cally in 
May 2025, being 12 months a�er their adop�on in May 2024.  What 
decisions need to be made – if any – by the Federal Execu�ve 
Council or by the Parliament, for the IHR amendments to take legal 
effect in Australia? 
 
Ques�on 5: 
What are the implica�ons for na�onal security and the privacy 
implica�ons for Australians of the Amendments: Ar�cle 5 
Surveillance and Ar�cle 11 Exchange of informa�on?  
 
Ques�on 6: 
Is it is in the na�onal interest for us to accept amendments to the 
Interna�onal Health Regula�ons (2005), 
htps://apps.who.int/gb/wgihr/pdf_files/wgihr1/WGIHR_Compila�o
n-en.pdf, that would legally oblige Australia to follow the WHO's 
binding recommenda�ons in the event of a pandemic or perceived 
pandemic? 
 
Ques�on 7: 
In rela�on to the proposed amendments to the IHR, can the Minister 
guarantee that if the Australian health advice is that measures 
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recommended by the WHO in a future pandemic could do 
Australians harm, would the Australian government be able to take a 
different approach, and if so, what would be the legal consequences 
given that we would be legally obliged under ar�cles 1, 13A and 42 
to follow the WHO's dictates? 
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Ques�on 8: 
The Interna�onal Health Regula�ons require Australia and other 
na�ons to implement the WHO's recommenda�ons during a 
pandemic or perceived pandemic. If a country would like to do 
something over and above what the WHO recommends, but the 
WHO rejects it because it restricts trade in some way, there is a 
process for review, but the WHO's decision is final under Ar�cle 43. 
Is this in the na�onal interest to put ourselves in this posi�on?  Does 
the Department or indeed the Minister beleive that this crucial 
change in the WHO's mandate will come into effect without the 
need for any decision by this parliament? Writen 6/11/2023 
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Ques�on 9: 
When will the Department of Health publish submissions made to 
the September consulta�on, 
htps://consulta�ons.health.gov.au/health-systems-policy-
division/preparing-for-pandemics-and-health-emergencies/, on the 
Interna�onal Health Regula�ons and Pandemic Agreement? What 
further consulta�on process is planned, and when will that process 
occur? Writen 6/11/2023 
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September 
consulta�o
n 

SQ23-
002121 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Ralph 
Babet 

WHO 
seeking to 
become a 
legisla�ve 
authority 
and 
benefits 

Ques�on 10:  
What is the Minister's understanding on why the WHO seeks to 
become a legisla�ve authority and how making their direc�ves 
legally binding (Ar�cle 1) on Australians benefits Australians? Writen 6/11/2023 

SQ23-
002122 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Ralph 
Babet 

WHO 
membershi
p and 
funding 

Ques�on 13: 
Does the Minister stand by the statement ''the WHO is, and remains, 
a Member State led organisa�on'', despite the fact that it is over 80% 
funded by non-member, o�en corporate donors that are able to 
direct that funding? (The largest non-member donor is the Bill and 
Melinda Gates Founda�on). Writen 6/11/2023 
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Ques�on 14:  
Please review the suggested process below for the IHR amendments 
to take effect in Australia and advise if this is consistent with the 
understanding or posi�on of the department. If not, can the 
department please modify, amend our update this informa�on for 
accuracy and provide the process they believe Australia will need to 
undertake in an answer? 
1. The IHR changes will be voted on in May 2024 -  For the IHR 
changes to be adopted by the World Health Assembly in May 2024, a 
majority (at least 50%) of member na�ons need to vote in favour. 
2. IHR changes will take effect May 2025 - Under paragraph 3 of 
Ar�cle 55 of the current IHR, 
htps://iris.who.int/bitstream/handle/10665/246107/978924158049

Writen 6/11/2023 
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6-eng.pdf?sequence=1, if the World Health Assembly approve the 
changes in May 2024, they will come into effect 24 months later.  
Australia has indicated, htps://www.aph.gov.au/-
/media/02_Parliamentary_Business/24_Commitees/244_Joint_Com
mitees/JSCT/2023/Minor_Treaty_Ac�ons/MTA_-_5-2023_-
_Amendments_to_Interna�onal_Health_Regula�ons.pdf?la=en&has
h=130623E949B3A4C568665D5C035014E305495F5C, that we have 
no objec�on to this period being shortened to 12 months.  The 
changes are therefore likely to come into force from June 2025, 
despite 55697 people signing a pe��on, htps://www.aph.gov.au/e-
pe��ons/pe��on/EN5048/sign, to date unanswered by the 
Department of Health, calling for this fast-tracking to be debated in 
our parliament. 
3. We can opt out within a certain �me frame – Under the exis�ng 
IHR, the changes will automa�cally apply to Australia unless we 
proac�vely opt out. The period for op�ng out is currently 18 months, 
but Australia has indicated, htps://www.aph.gov.au/-
/media/02_Parliamentary_Business/24_Commitees/244_Joint_Com
mitees/JSCT/2023/Minor_Treaty_Ac�ons/MTA_-_5-2023_-
_Amendments_to_Interna�onal_Health_Regula�ons.pdf?la=en&has
h=130623E949B3A4C568665D5C035014E305495F5C, that we have 
no objec�on to this period being shortened to 10 months. 
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PCR Tests 

''9. Does the TGA actually know what sequence the PCR test uses?  
11. Can the TGA outline the tests it undertook to determine the 
accuracy of the PCR and RAT tests? How accurate are the PCR tests 
and RAT tests for Covid-19 and to what margin of error is this 
accuracy? How many people were in the trial groups and what were 
the results? Can the details of each PCR and RAT product test be 
provided please. 
12. Can a PCR test determine the difference between a viral and 
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vaccine protein? Can a PCR determine the difference between Covid 
and other types of Flu? '' 

SQ23-
002092 

Office of the 
Gene 
Technology 
Regulator 

Ralph 
Babet 

mRNA 
vaccines - 
consulta�o
ns, 
communica
�on and 
supply 

3. Did the Office of the Gene Technology Regulator (OGTR) make any 
emergency dealing determina�ons with respect to Covid-19 mRNA 
vaccines? 
4. Was Covid-19 mRNA vaccines a GMO inten�onally released into 
the environment? 
5. Has any individual or company made an applica�on to the OGTR 
or withdrawn an applica�on with the OGTR in rela�on to mRNA 
Covid-19 vaccines?  
6. Did the OGTR have ANY communica�on writen or verbal or 
consult with poten�al applicants or individuals regarding the 
requirement of a licence rela�ng to a Covid-19 mRNA vaccine for 
supply and use within Australia? 
7. Did the OGTR have ANY communica�on writen or verbal or 
consult with another agencies, including the Therapeu�c Goods 
Administra�on, on any aspect of Covid-19 mRNA vaccines for supply 
and use within Australia? 
8. Was the OGTR required to sign any commercial in confidence 
agreements in rela�on to any Covid-19 mRNA vaccines proposed for 
supply and use within Australia? 
9. Did the OGTR ever receive any commercial in confidence 
informa�on in rela�on to a Covid-19 mRNA vaccine? 
10. Did the OGTR recognise any policy principles in arriving at it's 
decision that a licence was not required in rela�on to the 
importa�on, transporta�on, and inten�onal release of a Covid-19 
mRNA vaccine? Writen 6/11/2023 
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Virus 40 
16. Is the OGTR aware that the Simian Virus 40 (SV40) promotor 
nucleoside sequence can be used to facilitate the transfer of gene�c 
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Technology 
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material in gene therapy where there is an inten�on to transfer 
gene�c material into a person's DNA?  
17. Is the OGTR aware of published reports and opinion of various 
interna�onal oncologists (medical cancer specialists) that the 
presence of SV40 in gene�c material poses a risk to the development 
of cancer?  
18. Is the OGTR aware of published reports and opinion of various 
genomic scien�sts and the acknowledgement by Canada Health that 
plasmid (circular) DNA is a known contaminate of COVID-19 
''vaccines'' made by ''Process 2'' involving fermenta�on of E. coli 
bacteria 
19. Is the OGTR aware that the European Medical Agency was also 
concerned about the level of plasmid DNA in the mRNA Covid-19 
vaccines?  
20. If plasmid DNA containing SV40 is a contaminate of mRNA 
COVID-19 ''vaccines'' at levels above those considered safe by drug 
regulators, would the OGTR have a responsibility under the the Gene 
Technology Act 2000, to take regulatory ac�on? 
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7. The TGA claims that depending on a laboratory's individual 
established workflow, exis�ng pla�orms, and epidemiological 
context, target genes include the N gene, E gene, S gene, RdRp gene 
and Orf-1ab gene in regard to tes�ng for Covid. Are these genes 
unique to Covid-19 – yes or no? If not, how can the TGA claim the 
PCR test is accurate for Covid-19 if these exist in other viruses or 
organisms? Writen 6/11/2023 
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20. Does the TGA agree with Professor Langham who said in a prior 
es�mates hearing that the spike protein breaks down quickly? Given 
the mRNA was codon op�mised with methyl pseudouridine and an 
increased poly-A tail to increase the durability of the mRNA, on what 
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basis can the TGA claim that the mRNA breaks down quickly given 
ini�al long-term studies were never conducted and subsequent 
studies show the presence of vaccine spike proteins in humans 
longer than 60 days a�er receiving the vaccine?  
21. Does the TGA agree with Professor Langham's comments in a 
prior set of es�mates that T-cells don't necessarily kill cells? 
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24. Page 4 of the TGA Pfizer Nonclinical report says – ''However, 
an�bodies and T cells in monkeys declined quickly a�er 5 weeks 
a�er the second dose of BNT162b2 (V9) raising long term immunity 
concerns the monkey's got 100 micrograms more than 30 
micrograms.''  How can the TGA claim the vaccine was effec�ve with 
such a short dura�on which would have been much shorter with a 
smaller dose and heavier weight in humans? Writen 6/11/2023 
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38. I note that two new lipids, ALC-0159 and ALC-0315, used in the 
Pfizer vaccine were not on the TGA ingredient database? 2389-6 
page 17 - what does this mean? What is the point of the TGA 
ingredient database and why were these two lipids excluded from it?  
 
39. How can the TGA verify the safety of the two novel lipids if they 
were never tested in humans before rollout of the vaccine?'' Writen 6/11/2023 
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40. What is the mechanism by which the Pfizer an�-virals such as 
Paxlovid stop Covid? Do they inhibit the transmembrane serine 
protease? Writen 6/11/2023 
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41. ''Is there a risk that the vaccine, because of the fact that spike 
protein (or pep�des of the spike protein) are inserted into the 
membrane, can fuse infected cells with healthy cells in a process 
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191 
 

known as Syncy�a? Ar�cle outlining risk atached. 
htps://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34606831/#:~:text=Syncy�a%20ar
e%20formed%20when%20individual,with%20receptors%20on%20n
eighboring%20cells.'' 
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'50. Safety and Efficacy of the BNT162b2 mRNA Covid-19 Vaccine 
through 6 Months:  
 
www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/nejmoa2110345  
 
Any adverse events: 30% vs 14% (vaccinated vs placebo) 
Related adverse event: 24% vs 6% (vaccinated vs placebo) 
Severe adverse events: 1.2% vs 0.7% (vaccinated vs placebo) 
 
Safety and Efficacy of the BNT162b2 mRNA COVID-19 Vaccine: 
 
www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/nejmoa2034577  
  
Any adverse events: 27% vs 12% (vaccinated vs placebo) 
Related adverse event: 21% vs 5% (vaccinated vs placebo) 
Severe adverse events: 0.6% vs 0.5% (vaccinated vs placebo) 
 
Why does the TGA keep claiming that the vaccines reduce illness 
when safety trials showed a higher adverse event rate in vaccinated 
groups than placebo groups?'' Writen 6/11/2023 
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Gerard 
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Product 
assessment 
reports for 
the PCR 

67. Does the TGA have the product assessment reports for the PCR 
and RAT tests? If not, why not? Given these products are medical 
devices why wasn't a review conducted prior to rollout? Writen 6/11/2023 
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and RAT 
tests 

SQ23-
002230 

Department 
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Care 

Gerard 
Rennick 

Tradi�onal 
strains of 
the virus in 
a PCR test 

69. If a PCR test can pick up 12 muta�ons, as per your website, 
what's to say it doesn't detect other, more tradi�onal strains of the 
virus?  
htps://www.tga.gov.au/products/covid-19/covid-19-tests/post-
market-review-nucleic-acid-tests Writen 6/11/2023 

SQ23-
002233 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Gerard 
Rennick 

Concomita
nt infec�on 

72. Does the ''COVID PCR test'' look for or exclude a concomitant 
infec�on? Writen 6/11/2023 

SQ23-
002057 

Office of the 
Gene 
Technology 
Regulator 

Alexand
er An�c 

Comprised 
nucleoside-
modified 
messenger 
RNA 
(moderna) 
- Office of 
Gene 
Technology 

Page 9 of the TGA document gran�ng provisional approval to Pfizer's 
Covid-19 vaccine the third paragraph states: ''The Pfizer-BioNTech 
COVID-19 vaccine, BNT162b2 mRNA (tradename Comirnaty), 
comprises a nucleoside-modified messenger RNA (modRNA) 
encoding the viral spike glycoprotein (S) of SARS-CoV-2.8 The RNA is 
encapsulated in lipid nanopar�cles (LNPs), which enables entry into 
host cells, expression of the S protein, and elicita�on of both 
an�body and cellular immune responses.'' 
Pfizer's FORM-20F US SEC filing for the fiscal year ended December 
31, 2021 - states on page 175 (final sentence): ''Our COVID-19 
vaccine (BNT162b2) is a nucleoside-modified mRNA formulated in 
lipid nanopar�cles and encodes an op�mized SARS-COV-2 full-length 
spike protein an�gen.'' 
1. Does the OGTR agree the Pfizer Covid-19 vaccine is comprised of 
nucleoside-modified messenger RNA, otherwise called ‘modRNA'? 
 
Ques�on 2. 
Regarding page 16 of the TGA document gran�ng provisional 
approval to Moderna's Covid-19 vaccine the document states: ''The 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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Spikevax COVID-19 mRNA-1273 vaccine contains a nucleoside-
modified mRNA encoding the viral S protein of SARS-CoV-2 
formulated in lipid par�cles. It forms an mRNA-lipid complex (lipid 
nanopar�cle, LNP).'' 
2. Does the OGTR agree the Moderna Covid-19 vaccine is comprised 
of nucleoside-modified messenger RNA? 
 
Ques�on 3. 
The following document - Moderna's FORM-10K US SEC filing for the 
fiscal year ended December 31, 2021 – states on page 11: ''The 
immune and cellular response to mRNA is complex, context specific, 
and o�en linked to the sensing of uridine. To minimize undesired 
immune responses to our poten�al mRNA medicines, our pla�orm 
employs chemically-modified uridine nucleo�des to minimize 
recogni�on by both immune cell sensors such as TLR3/7/8, and 
broadly-distributed cytosolic receptors such as RIG-I.'' 
3. Does the OGTR agree the Moderna Covid-19 vaccine is comprised 
of chemically-modified nucleo�des? 
 
Ques�on 4. 
4. Based on the above documents, does the OGTR agree the Covid-
19 vaccines by Pfizer and Moderna are created using techniques to 
modify the gene�c materials they contain? 
 
Ques�on 5. 
5. Based on the above documents and statements does the OGTR 
agree the manufacture of mRNA Covid-19 vaccines do involve steps 
of gene�c modifica�on and therefore meet the defini�on of 
gene�cally modified organism (''GMO'') within the meaning of the 
Gene Technology Act 2000 (''GT Act'')? 
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er An�c 

Office of 
Gene 
Technology 
Regulator(
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t regulate 
the Pfizer 
and 
Moderna 
vaccine 

Ques�on 6. 
Sec�on 10 of the GT Act defines ''deal with'' , in rela�on to a GMO, 
to mean the following: 
(a) conduct experiments with the GMO; 
(b) make, develop, produce or manufacture the GMO; 
(c) breed the GMO; 
(d) propagate the GMO; 
(e) use the GMO in the course of manufacture of a thing that is not 
the GMO; 
(f) grow, raise or culture the GMO; 
(g) import the GMO; 
(h) transport the GMO; 
(i) dispose of the GMO; 
and includes the possession, supply or use of the GMO for the 
purposes of, or in the course of, a dealing men�oned in any of 
paragraphs (a) to (i). 
6. Does the OGTR agree that the OGTR was and remains required to 
regulate the Pfizer and Moderna vaccine in respect of (g), (h) and (i) 
namely, import, transport and disposal of a GMO? Writen 3/11/2023 
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002062 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 
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Central 
Role of the 
World 
Health 
Organisa�o
n 

8. At the start I do understand the Accord will have to be approved 
by a vote of both Houses of Parliament and will not start un�l that 
formal ra�fica�on. I will return to my cons�tuents' concerns around 
ra�fica�on shortly. This document at 1.1.(c) defines health as 
including the health of domes�c and wild animals, plants and the 
wider environment, known as One Health, defined at 3.8.A as 
mul�sectoral and transdisciplinary ac�ons which should recognize 
the interconnec�on between people, animals, plants and their 
shared environment. This isn't a pandemic accord, this is a swiss 
army knife accord - whatever WHO wants to do to us this agreement 
provides the power. Why are you even considering an agreement to 

Writen 6/11/2023 
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give WHO power over not only human health but animals and the 
environment. What business is that of the WHO? 
9. 3.11 Sets out the Central role of the WHO as – and I am quo�ng – 
''direc�ng and coordina�ng authority of interna�onal health work, 
and leader of mul�lateral coopera�on in global health governance''. 
Health being defined earlier as One Health.  For addi�onal clarity 
Ar�cle 16 sets out whole-of-government and whole-of-society 
approaches to health at a na�onal level. 
10. 16.1 Each party shall establish, implement and adequately 
finance an effec�ve na�onal co-ordina�ng mul�sectoral mechanism; 
11. 16.5 Each party shall take the necessary steps to address the 
social, environmental and economic determinants of health. There it 
is again – One Health - which is clearly another way of saying 
everything is health 
12. 18.1 quote ''Par�es shall combat the infodemic and tackle false 
and misleading misinforma�on or disinforma�on. Minister is your 
disinforma�on bill being writen and directed by the World Health 
Organisa�on and the United Na�ons to make sure nobody can 
ques�on the global narra�ve during the next emergency like they did 
this �me? 
13. 22.8 The Compliance Commitee shall make every effort to adopt 
WHO recommenda�ons by consensus, failing that a three-fourths 
vote of members will adopt a measure a measure each state will 
then be required to implement- correct? 
14. But 28.A is an op�on to ensure no carveouts of individual 
provisions are possible, meaning na�ons must ra�fy the en�re 
document – does Australia support that provision? 
15. 30.1 and 30.2 – Once we sign we have to wait two years to 
withdraw and then another year before it takes effect, so for three 
years we have to do whatever the WHO tells us to – true or false? 
16. Minister just because we opt out the WHO does not have to 
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leave us alone. The WHO can't afford wealthy na�ons op�ng out of 
this instrument, and can police compliance using the same measures 
employed against Russia and Belarus - trade sanc�ons and exclusion 
from the SWIFT payment system, measures that would crash our 
export based economy in hours? 
17. Are you going to sign this document as it currently stands? 

SQ23-
002090 

Office of the 
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Technology 
Regulator 

Ralph 
Babet 

Importa�o
n, 
transporta�
on, 
regula�on 
and risks of 
Gene�cally 
Modified 
Organism 
(GMO) 

1. Under the Gene Technology Act 2000, is the importa�on of a 
Gene�cally Modified Organism (GMO) deemed a dealing? 
2. Under the Gene Technology Act 2000, is the transporta�on of 
GMO deemed a dealing?  
11. Did the OGTR consult with any State or Territory or the Gene 
Technology Technical Advisory Commitee in rela�on to GMO's 
contained within Covid-19 mRNA vaccines? 
12. Does the risk to the health and safety of people diminish in 
rela�on to a GMO because it is imported into Australia a�er being 
manufactured interna�onally (not in Australia)? 
13. Did the Office of the Gene Technology Regulator receive any legal 
assistance or advice in preparing the answers to these ques�ons by 
an Australian Government solicitor or in house council? 
14. If yes to ques�on 13. above can you please provide a copy of the 
advice? 
15. The Office of the Gene Technology Regulator (OGTR) is 
responsible for regula�ng ''Gene�cally Modified Organisms'' (GMO).  
GMOs are ''any biological en�ty that is capable of transferring 
gene�c material'' under the Gene Technology Act 2000.   Where the 
term ''organism'' means ''any biological en�ty that is capable of 
transferring gene�c material'' does the OGTR agree deem COVID-19 
mRNA ''vaccines'' to be biological en��es capable of transferring 
gene�c material? Writen 6/11/2023 
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FOI 4137 - 
Contradic�
on of 
advice from 
the 
Departmen
t of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

10. The Health Department FOI 4137 showing ATAGI working group 
minutes says there are similar severe disease risk factors in 
vaccinated vs unvaccinated individuals. What does this mean? I 
would have thought risk factors would reduce in the vaccinated if the 
vaccine was effec�ve. How does this statement not contradict the 
official advice from the Health Department? Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002099 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
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Gerard 
Rennick 

FOI 4475 - 
Results of 
SARS Cov-2 
serosurvey 
and claim 
of vaccine 
reducing 
the 
immune 
system 

11. The Health Department FOI 4475 presents the results of the 
fourth round of the na�onal SARS CoV-2 serosurvey, which was 
conducted between 29 November-13 December 2022. If the Health 
Department can trace Covid an�bodies in 2022, why won't it go back 
and look for Covid an�bodies back in 2019 to see if Covid was in the 
community then? Can the results for the SARS Cov-2 serosurvey 
conducted in 2019 please be provided. If it hasn't been performed, 
why hasn't it been performed given it would be useful to know if 
Covid was in the community in 2019? 
 
12. The Health Department FOI 4475 also men�ons that an�-
nucleocapsid an�bodies are produced at lower levels and wane 
faster in people who are vaccinated. Isn't this proof that the Covid 
vaccine actually reduces the performance of the immune system 
rather than boosts it? Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
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Ralph 
Babet 

COMIRNAT
Y - batch 
release 
assessment 

1. According to TGA Batch release assessment of COVID-19 vaccines, 
mul�ple batches entered Australia without TGA laboratory 
assessment. 
2. Batch FF0884*, FA4598*, FE3064*, FA7338*, FA7812*, FC8736* 
and FC3558* of COMIRNATY are listed as not being tested for 

Writen 6/11/2023 
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composi�on, strength, purity, integrity, iden�ty or endotoxins. The 
stated reason is ''limited batch quan�ty allocated for use in Pfizer 
Australia employee vaccina�on program''. Please confirm why these 
batches were not tested by the TGA laboratories? 
3. Were all other batches of COMIRNATY tested by TGA laboratories 
for composi�on, strength, purity, integrity, iden�ty or endotoxins? 
4. Did the manufacturing process of batches FF0884*, FA4598*, 
FE3064*, FA7338*, FA7812*, FC8736* and FC3558* vary in any way 
from other batches of COMIRNATY released in Australia? 
5. Did the sponsor follow the same manufacturing protocol for all 
batches of COMIRNATY released in Australia? 

SQ23-
002137 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Ralph 
Babet 

List and 
correspond
ing dates of 
all AUSPAR 
documents, 
data sets 
and Risk 
Manageme
nt plans for 
COVID-19 
vaccines 

14. Please provide a complete list and corresponding date of all 
AUSPAR documents, data sets and Risk Management plans for Covid 
19 vaccines. Please advise where these documents are uploaded for 
public viewing. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002143 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Ralph 
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Safety 
Signals 
from 
pharmacovi
gilance 
data 

2. Ques�on for the Department of Health and Aged Care regarding 
Safety Signals from pharmacovigilance data 
 
2.1. What was known about safety signals from the Database for 
Adverse Event No�fica�ons (DAEN), and when? Writen 6/11/2023 
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Pharmaceu
�cal 
companies 
in rela�on 
to the 
wording of 
press 
releases 
and official 
no�fica�on
s around 
Covid 
vaccine 
product 
safety 

'47. Has the TGA received input from pharmaceu�cal companies 
with regards to the wording of press releases and official 
no�fica�ons around Covid vaccine product safety? If so, why is the 
TGA allowing the pharmaceu�cal companies to write up informa�on 
on the safety of the vaccines given they have a conflict of interest in 
promo�ng it? Writen 6/11/2023 

SQ23-
002225 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Gerard 
Rennick 

Placebo 
group 
par�cipants 
who 
received 
the Process 
2 vaccine 

'51. Pfizer 6-month data showed that AEs were significantly higher in 
the original placebo group par�cipants who received the Process 2 
vaccine i.e. the commercially produced batch a�er unblinding. Isn't 
this a red flag that the Process 2 commercial produc�on using 
linearised plasmid was more dangerous than Process 1? If not, why 
not? See below: 
 
''Furthermore, addi�onal ‘Process 1' batch EE3813 doses with 
dis�nct Pfizer lot numbers were added to the later batch document 
at over 70% of trial sites, poten�ally supplied at a later stage to 
enable vaccina�on of placebo pa�ents with BNT162b2. The 6-month 
interim clinical study report from the Comirnaty trial notes that ''the 
IR for any AE and at least 1 related AE and severe AE for par�cipants 
who originally received placebo and then received BNT162b2 are 
greater (205.4 per 100 PY, 189.5 per 100 PY, 6.0 per 100 PY) than the 

Writen 6/11/2023 
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IRs (83.2 per 100 PY, 62.9 per 100 PY, 4.3 per 100 PY) for par�cipants 
who originally were randomized to BNT162b2'' (p222). It is unclear 
whether there is a connec�on between the lots administered to the 
crossover placebo subjects and the elevated rate of AE's.'' 
 
htps://www.bmj.com/content/378/bmj.o1731/rr-2 '' 
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Tes�ng on 
the Covid 
vaccine to 
determine 
if 
inflammato
ry 
responses 
to it blocks 
the calcium 
ion 
channels in 
the heart 
or other 
organs 

65. Was tes�ng done on the Covid vaccine to determine if 
inflammatory responses to it blocks the calcium ion channels in the 
heart or other organs? Yes or no? If not, why not? Writen 6/11/2023 
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Gerard 
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Reduced 
risk of 
clo�ng due 
to 
aspira�on 

68. Numerous health professionals have said to me that aspira�on 
can reduce the risk of clo�ng. Does the TGA agree with this view? If 
not, why not? Writen 6/11/2023 

SQ23-
002113 

Department 
of Health 

Anne 
Ruston 

Patent 
No�fica�on 

1. In the mater regarding the usual undertaking as to damages, the 
medicine Plavix and the pharmaceu�cal companies Sanofi and 
Bristol-Myers Squibb, how much has the department expended on 

Writen 6/11/2023 
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and Aged 
Care 

lawyers over the past 10 years in pursuing this mater all the way to 
the High Court? 
2. The Therapeu�c Good Administra�on has proposed an approach 
regarding patent no�fica�on which would afford the patent holder 
and the generic entrant �me to address patent disputes before the 
generic is registered on the Australian Register of Therapeu�c 
Goods. Why has this proposal not been implemented? 
3. If the government does not propose to introduce a patent 
no�fica�on scheme, as are common in many other countries, then is 
it reasonable, as a so-called model li�gant, to con�nue to pursue 
large damages ac�ons against the pharmaceu�cal sector? 

SQ23-
002018 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Anne 
Ruston 

Pharmacy 
Guild 

Senator RUSTON: Thank you very much. I'd appreciate that. This 
morning, in corporate affairs, I asked about the number of 
medica�ons that would be under the co-pay that would be listed as 
part of either this first tranche of 100 or the next tranche of over 200 
medica�ons that are eligible for double dispensing, and how many of 
those would be under the co-pay, either the $30 or the $7.30? 
Ms Platona: We would be happy to take that on no�ce. 
Senator RUSTON: I thought you took that on no�ce this morning. I'm 
just wondering whether you've had the opportunity— 
Ms Platona: I don't have the answer to that. 
Senator RUSTON: Do you have an idea? 
Ms Platona: I don't. I'm very sorry. 
Senator RUSTON: When the decision was made about dropping the 
co-pay from $42.50 to $30, and there was also a proposal put 
forward by the Pharmacy Guild to drop it to $19, I think you'll find 
there were percentages of the drugs that fell into the various price 
tranches. I wonder whether maybe you couldn't find out before the 

47 
26/10/202
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end of the day? 
Ms Platona: I'm happy to look. 

SQ23-
002005 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Kerrynn
e Liddle 

Closing the 
gap for 
indigenous 
people 

Senator LIDDLE: Given that we have heard so much about improving 
the lives of Indigenous peoples, and we know that Indigenous 
peoples are affected more propor�onately by chronic illness, have 
you added, since the government has come in power, any addi�onal 
new medica�ons that are covered by Closing the Gap for Indigenous 
people? 
Ms Platona: In 2022-23 there were 24 medicines on the PBS with 47 
PBS item codes that were listed on the PBS specifically for First 
Na�ons people. Then we need to add to those the an�viral 
medicines which are not the COVID an�virals, which are not only for 
First Na�ons, but they have different eligibility criteria based on 
higher clinical risk for First Na�ons people. 
Senator LIDDLE: Other than the COVID one, you haven't added 
anything else to the CTG? 
Ms Platona: The CTG operates in the background for the en�re PBS. 
Your ques�on is about which new medicines have been added on 
the PBS- 
Senator LIDDLE: That impacts CTG. 
Ms Platona: which are only for First Na�ons, not everybody else. In 
2022-23 there were 24 medicines in that category. I will take on 
no�ce how many have been listed in each financial year. 
Ms Shakespeare: There have been new medicines listed on the PBS 
that would be subject to the Closing the Gap co-payment 
arrangements. We can get you those numbers when the officers for 
outcome 2 are here. 26 

26/10/202
3 
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Anne 
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Evidence 
for 60 Day 
Scripts 

Senator RUSTON: So has the department received any concerns, 
examples or evidence where 60-day scripts are being prescribed-60 
plus zero? 
Ms Platona: Yes, we have a number of reports that medical 
prac��oners have done that. We have brought them up with both 
the AMA and the College of GPs. 
Senator RUSTON: So you would suggest that is not within the intent 
of the policy? 
Ms Platona: What I'm sugges�ng is both the doctors and the 
pharmacists need to act in the best interests of their pa�ents. 
Senator RUSTON: So you're sugges�ng that the prescribing of 60-
plus zero would not be in the best interests of the pa�ents? 
Ms Platona: Senator, I am not a clinician. There are individual 
clinicians, individual pa�ents. From where I sit I cannot judge 
whether that individual doctor for that individual pa�ent in a 
par�cular individual circumstance that was clinically appropriate or 
not. From a policy perspec�ve, we want cheaper medicines and 
more affordable treatments. That goes for the GP and for prescribing 
and dispensing. 
Senator RUSTON: Why did you contact the AMA and the RACGP in 
response to this? 
Ms Platona: In response to the concerns raised with us by pharmacy. 
Senator RUSTON: What response did you get back? 
Ms Platona: I don't remember. I'm going to take that on no�ce and 
respond. 48 

26/10/202
3 
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Medicine 
Lis�ngs for 
First 

Senator LIDDLE: I am only interested in the ones that impact CTG, 
not everything else. You just told me that the COVID one is one of 
those. 
Ms Shakespeare: We need to clarify. I think Ms Platona 
misunderstood your ques�on, which was about lis�ngs that are 

26 
26/10/202
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Na�ons 
People 

specifically for First Na�ons people. We have some PBS lis�ngs that 
are limited to First Na�ons people. We have different clinical 
categories for some medicines lis�ngs for First Na�ons people 
compared to other Australians. 

SQ23-
002161 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Anne 
Ruston 

Challenges 
that HTA 
organisa�o
ns 
interna�on
ally faced 

24. Have any solu�ons on the challenges that HTA organisa�ons 
interna�onally face been presented? If so, can they be tabled? If not 
has the Department provided solu�ons? If so, can they be tabled? 
25. Is Australian sovereignty been thrown under the bus by this HTA 
collabora�on that states public communica�on should ''be formally 
approved and signed off by a relevant senior representa�ve of each 
Partner Organisa�on''? 
26. Have any parts of this Arrangement been amended, besides the 
addi�on of HTA bodies? If so what specifically has been amended? 
27. Priority 2 is about future-proofing of HTA system, what role or 
impact has this had on the HTA review currently underway? 
28. Priority 4 discusses work-sharing and efficiency gains. Are any 
pilots around joint clinical assessment being developed? Or are 
currently underway? Writen 6/11/2023 
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al HTA 
Collabora�
on 

1. What is the background to the Interna�onal HTA collabora�on? 
What/which country was the genesis? Writen 6/11/2023 
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Anne 
Ruston 

PBAC 
Recommen
da�on 

Senator RUSTON: I accept that; you've told me that the policy means 
they are put through a process and once they've been classified as 
priority A they go through a recommenda�on process through PBAC. 
And since that process has been undertaken there have been no 
delays in lis�ng these medicines? 
Ms Platona: A�er the PBAC grants a posi�ve recommenda�on, the 
company, of course-the sponsor-needs to consider the PBAC's 

38 
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recommenda�on. They may accept it in full. They may not accept it 
in full. They may wish to reprosecute their case. I don't know really 
what you mean by the delay. 
Ms Shakespeare: I don't think there will have been any delays caused 
by the government. 
Senator RUSTON: So you're sugges�ng that any delays would have 
been caused by the company? 
Ms Shakespeare: It would be useful if we could talk about a specific 
case. We're talking in the abstract. 
Senator RUSTON: Whenever I talk about specific cases you've told 
me to put them on no�ce because you didn't want to talk about 
specific cases. But I'm more than happy to go through a list. I have in 
front of me here a list of 16 medica�ons that were recommended in 
March 2023 to PBAC that hadn't been listed. I'm keen to understand 
this. I'm happy to put them on no�ce, but we have 16 medicines that 
have passed the process, and none of them has gone any further. Yet 
earlier Ms Platona was saying the average was three months. It's 
certainly a longer �me than three months since March 2023. I'm 
happy to put them on no�ce for you. 
Ms Shakespeare: We can provide informa�on about what's 
happened with each of those medicines on no�ce. 

SQ23-
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Department 
of Health 
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Anne 
Ruston 

Na�onal 
Diabetes 
Services 
Scheme - 
Insulin 
Pump 
Program 

1. What clinical criteria are you applying to the assessment process 
for the approach to market for the Insulin Pump Program? 
2. Which clinicians and/or clinical socie�es are you approaching 
about the clinical outcomes and performance of the insulin pumps 
being considered? 
3. When and in what form did these consulta�ons occur/are 
occurring? 
4. How are the views of clinicians being incorporated into the 
decision-making process? 

Writen 6/11/2023 
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5. What weigh�ng is the clinical outcome of the insulin pump being 
given in the tender evalua�on process? 
6. How has this weigh�ng been determined? 
7. What are the clinical outcomes you are applying to the decision-
making process? Are you considering �me in range? 

SQ23-
002167 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Anne 
Ruston 

Prostheses 
List Reform 
– General 
Use Items 

Ques�ons: 
1. Given you acknowledged in March 2023 that concerns had been 
raised about the removal �metable for General Use Items, why did 
you con�nue with this approach, and the IHACPA bundling work, 
un�l just a fortnight before the removal was scheduled to take 
effect? 
2. How much was spent by the Department in commissioning 
IHACPA to complete this bundling work? 
3. What finally convinced you that the bundling mechanism could 
not be implemented by 1 July 2023? Why did it take so long to make 
this decision, given how many concerns were being raised? 
4. When announcing your decision on 14 June 2023 that the removal 
would not proceed, you also announced ''a further scheduled 
reduc�on of 10% of the PL benefits for GUIs''. 
5. When were sponsors, who were to be impacted by this decision, 
advised about this addi�onal reduc�on? 
6. Are previously unannounced addi�onal benefit reduc�ons to be 
an ongoing feature of PL reform implementa�on? 
7. This brief (FOI 4515) states that PL Reform in rela�on to General 
Use Items is about enabling ''high cost non-implanted devices that 
the sector has lobbied for''- what are these devices and when are 
they being listed on the PL? 
8. The brief (FOI 4515) states that one of the reasons for delaying 
removal and abandoning bundling was so that pa�ents were not 
impacted – given this, what are you doing to ensure that these 

Writen 6/11/2023 
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problems do not arise again in July 2024? What alterna�ve funding 
mechanisms are being considered so that hospitals have this 
assurance? 
9. Who is leading this ac�vity to ensure stakeholders are sa�sfied 
that removals will not have pa�ent impacts? 
10. Have you modelled the impact of the proposal to change the 
benefit calcula�on from average to lowest public benchmark price? 
11. When proposals are developed and implemented without 
consulta�on and outside of a nego�ated agreement, what message 
to you think this sends to stakeholders about this reform process? 
12. In rela�on to paragraph 17 of brief (FOI 4515), can you explain 
how if the products in the GUI category were already at average 
public benchmark price, how delaying removal ''further penalises 
healthfunds''? 

SQ23-
002017 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Anne 
Ruston 

60-Day 
scripts and 
pricing 
commitme
nt 

Senator RUSTON: I'm moving on from that. I'm asking you: can you 
provide an absolute guarantee that all Australians with 60-day 
scripts will get twice the medica�ons for the exact same price of one 
script? 
Senator Gallagher: I do want to reply once I've seen the ar�cle, 
because I'm not sure what's quoted in the ar�cle and what Senator 
Ruston just put to me are the same thing. I'm happy to come back to 
it. If you'd like me to go through all the changes that we have made 
to make sure that medicines are cheaper, I'm happy to do so. 46 

26/10/202
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SQ23-
002219 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Gerard 
Rennick 

Offered 
mee�ngs, 
documents 
and 
correspond
ences with 

58. The TGA claim to the Australian newspaper they offered me 
mee�ngs. Can the TGA state when and where they have offered me 
briefings. Were they offered to me directly or to the Health 
Minister's office? If the TGA cannot state the exact date and �me I 
was offered mee�ngs by them will they retract their statement?  
 

Writen 6/11/2023 



208 
 

Senator 
Rennick 
and his 
office 

59. Can the TGA release all documents in an unredacted manner 
held by TGA Senior Execu�ve Staff men�oning Senator Gerard 
Rennick regarding Covid-19 vaccines for the period between 1st 
August 2021 and 21st October 2023. 
 
60. Can the TGA release all correspondence between Senator Gerard 
Rennick or his office and the TGA regarding Covid-19 vaccines for the 
period between 1st August 2021 and 21st October 2023. 
 
61. Why did the TGA in FOI 4363 redact documents that men�oned 
the name of Gerard Rennick? 

SQ23-
002136 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Ralph 
Babet 

List of 
par�cipants 
in the 
independe
nt 
commitee 
and a list of 
all declared 
conflicts of 
interests 

13. We understand that the benefit-risk balance of each provisionally 
approved COVID-19 vaccine was carefully assessed by qualified 
medical evaluators and expert advice was sought from the Advisory 
Commitee on Vaccines (ACV), an independent commitee with 
exper�se in scien�fic, medical and clinical fields including consumer 
representa�on. Can you please provide a list of par�cipants in the 
independent commitee and a list of all declared conflicts of 
interests? Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002158 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Anne 
Ruston 

Collabora�
on from 
DOHAC 

2. Which officers (�tles only) are involved in the Collabora�on from 
DOHAC? Are MBS team members involved? Writen 6/11/2023 

SQ23-
002205 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

David 
Pocock 

Single 
Employer 
Model 

• Has the Department invited the ACT Government, Canberra Health 
Services, Capital Health Network or any general prac�ces in the  
        ACT to bring forward a proposal for a single employer model in 
the ACT? 
• Has any proposal been submited to the Department for a single 

Writen 8/11/2023 
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employer in the ACT? 
• What opportuni�es are available for the ACT to work with the 
Commonwealth to establish a single employer model? 
• What are the key learnings emerging from current trials of single 
employer models across the country? 

SQ23-
002108 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Anne 
Ruston 

Calprotec�
n Faecal 
Test 

1. Can the Department advise why Medicare rebates for Calprotec�n 
Faecal Tests to diagnose Inflammatory Bowel Disease are only 
available for people aged under the age of 50? Writen 6/11/2023 

SQ23-
002079 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Anne 
Ruston 

Elec�ve 
Surgery 
Backlog 

1. What is the Department doing to address those needing elec�ve 
surgery, and the current backlog? 
2. Can the Department provide updated data on the current backlog 
in elec�ve surgery, and any modelling relevant to this? Writen 6/11/2023 

SQ23-
002078 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Anne 
Ruston 

Hospital 
Funding 

1. No�ng the public hospital crisis around the country, what is the 
Department doing about fixing hospital ramping and overflowing 
EDs? Has a funding support package been contemplated? 
2. We've seen calls for a funding agreement to fix our hospitals, via 
the Na�onal Health Reform Agreement – what work is being 
undertaken to progress this issue? Writen 6/11/2023 

SQ23-
002063 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Anne 
Ruston Telehealth 

1. GPs have sound the alarm over barriers hindering access to bulk-
billed telehealth services, a�er the government's imposi�on of new 
requirements. A Service Australia update requires GPs to fill in 
further documents a�er receiving verbal consent from pa�ents' to 
be bulk billed for telehealth services. What advice was the 
imposi�on of these new requirements based on? 
2. Why has the Government decided to increase the burden on GPs 
by introducing these new requirements at a �me when they are 
already overburdened by admin and other pressures? 
3. Australian Medical Associa�on Tasmania said ''There is a very real 

Writen 6/11/2023 
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risk that in many cases, GPs will go back to charging pa�ents and not 
bulk billing these ac�vi�es which will reduce access'' - is the 
Department aware of these concerns, and has this risk been 
considered? 
4. The Albanese Labor Government promised they would make it 
easier and cheaper to see a doctor, but bulk billing levels have 
plummeted to their lowest levels since 2013. Why are these 
requirements being introduced, no�ng they will make it even harder 
for GPs to bulkbill telehealth pa�ents? 
5. Since coming into Government, Labor has cut 70 telehealth-
related items from Medicare and are now impeding the ability for 
doctors to bulkbill telehealth pa�ents. Is the Department concerned 
about the impact these changes may have on telehealth bulk billing 
rates, and the use of telehealth more generally? 
6. We know that the pa�ents who rely on telehealth the most are 
those who find it difficult to leave their homes and pa�ents who live 
in rural and remote areas. Does the Department agree that this 
change will impact the most vulnerable and Australians with 
inequitable access to healthcare? 

SQ23-
002038 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Susan 
McDona
ld 

Grant for 
training 
primary 
health care 
professiona
ls 
(Northern 
Australia) 

Health Care/Northern Australia - What is the progress of the $4.2 
million for training primary health care professionals? Is the en�re 
$4.2 million allocated to James Cook University? Is this a grant?'' Writen 

26/10/202
3 
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SQ23-
002025 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Jordon 
Steele-
John 

Funding for 
Perth 
Children's 
Hospital in 
last 
financial 
year 

Senator STEELE-JOHN: Yes. How much federal funding in the last 
financial year did the federal government provide to PCH-the Perth 
Children's Hospital? 
Senator Gallagher: I'm not sure we would do it at a hospital level. It 
would be system wide. 
Ms Cahill: I could provide that for the local-actually, I would probably 
need to take that on no�ce, Senator, to make sure I get the correct 
local hospital network. 
Senator STEELE-JOHN: All right. I might give you the opportunity 
before the end of the day to just check in with the health minister's 
office and your teams to see if there's anything further you can 
provide us with. I'm not trying to be coy at all, but it is a very serious 
situa�on unfolding in WA. 
Senator Gallagher: Yes, of course. 58 

26/10/202
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SQ23-
002115 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Anne 
Ruston 

General 
Prac�ce in 
Aged Care 
Incen�ve 

1. In rela�on to the General Prac�ce in Aged Care Incen�ve that will 
replace the exis�ng Aged Care Access Incen�ve next year, will any 
GPs who currently receive the ACAI be worse off under the new 
payment arrangement and, if so, in what circumstances will this 
happen – eg a threshold number of aged care pa�ents? Writen 6/11/2023 

SQ23-
002871 

Australian 
Industrial 
Chemicals 
Introduction 
Scheme 

Jane 
Hume 

Freedom of 
informa�on 
applica�on
s has the 
departmen
t/agency 
received 
since 1 July 
202 to 23 
October 

34. How many freedom of informa�on applica�ons has the 
department/agency received since 1 July 2023?  
 
Please provide a breakdown of the number including;  
 
a. the number of applica�ons withdrawn;  
 
b. the number of applica�ons refused under sec�on 34 of the 
Freedom of Informa�on Act 1982;  
 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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2023 - 
Australian 
Industrial 
Chemicals 
Introduc�o
n Scheme 

c. the number of applica�ons refused under sec�on 24 of the 
Freedom of Informa�on Act 1982;  
 
d. the number of applica�ons refused under sec�on 24A of the 
Freedom of Informa�on Act 1982;  
 
e. the number of applica�ons subject to internal review;  
 
f. the number of applica�ons subject to review by the OAIC;  
 
g. the number of applica�ons subject to review by the AAT;  
 
h. the number of applica�ons subject to review by the Federal Court; 
and  
 
i. the number of applica�ons where the original decision has been 
overturned. 

SQ23-
002865 

Australian 
Industrial 
Chemicals 
Introduction 
Scheme 

Jane 
Hume 

Travel costs 
for financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Industrial 
Chemicals 
Introduc�o
n Scheme 

16. Please provide an itemised list of the Secretary's/agency deputy 
head's travel for financial year 2023/24 to date, including costs of 
flights and accommoda�on.  
 
  
 
17. Please provide an itemised list of each Deputy Secretary's/agency 
head's travel for financial year 2023/24 to date, including costs of 
flights and accommoda�on.  
 
  
 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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19. What was the total cost of staff travel for departmental/agency 
employees in financial year 2023/24 to date? 

SQ23-
001969 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Gerard 
Rennick 

Follow up 
to SQ22-
000539 and 
FOI 4558 

Senator RENNICK: At the last Senate es�mates, I put a ques�on on 
no�ce that asked for evidence and results of safety tes�ng with 
regard to commercially produced batches. I note recently there was 
an FOI, or freedom of informa�on, request 4558 that also asked for 
the data on the batches. In your answer to my response was a link 
that had no actual data in it. I note that the FOI for 4558 was 70 
pages of blanked out data. Can we get the batch informa�on that 
was asked in this FOI that shows what was in the batches and the 
batch tes�ng, please? 
Prof. Lawler: Thank you, Senator. Can I clarify which ques�on on 
no�ce you are talking about? 
Senator RENNICK: Yes, sure. I can qualify that. It was SQ22-000539, 
ques�on on no�ce 170 ques�on 56. It is quite a mouthful. 
Prof. Lawler: It is. Senator, I appreciate the irony, but I might have to 
take that on no�ce. That does predate my arrival. 87 

26/10/202
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SQ23-
001998 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Anne 
Ruston 

Mapping of 
Aged Care 
Legisla�on 

Senator RUSTON: I move to CN3999647 for Legisla�on Mapping of 
Aged Care Legisla�on. 
Mr Lye: Like Mr Exell, we might be able to provide more detail when 
aged-care officials are here later this a�ernoon. It relates to the fact 
that the changes we are making to the aged-care legisla�on 
effec�vely rewire both the cons�tu�onal underpinnings and the way 
people will walk their way through the aged-care system. Part of the 
work we are doing is to understand, with that redra�ing, the 
implica�ons in terms of all our service systems, most par�cularly ICT: 
how a person comes into the system, is assessed, and then moves to 
receive services. That is required, linking back from the legisla�on to 

15 
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all of our prac�cal service systems. That is what the consultancy 
relates to. I can confirm that this a�ernoon. 

SQ23-
001952 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Dorinda 
Cox 

Funding on 
Men and 
Women's 
sport 

1. How much money does the Government spend on men's sport at 
all levels?  
2. How much money does the Government spend on women's sport 
at all levels? Writen 

31/10/202
3 

SQ23-
002050 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Malcol
m 
Roberts 

Pfizer 
‘vaccine' 
clinical trial 
manufactur
e 

7. Was the Pfizer ‘vaccine' used in the clinical trial manufactured 
using an iden�cal process to the product Pfizer delivered to 
Australia? If not what was the difference and at what stage of the 
clinical trial was the change made? Writen 6/11/2023 

SQ23-
002139 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Anne 
Ruston 

Cer�fica�o
n of 
Sunscreens 

1. Can the TGA explain the process for cer�fying sunscreens in 
Australia? 
a) How does that differ from other countries cer�fica�on processes 
such as the EU or USA? 
b) Do the differences restrict products that contain sunscreen from 
other countries? 
c) Are these restricted products readily available in other countries 
such as Europe or the USA? 
d) As Australia has the highest incidence of skin cancer in the world, 
should Australians have expedited access to the latest developments 
in sun protec�on technology rather than having these products 
restricted because of differences in our tes�ng regime? 
2. Is the TGA part of the consulta�on process for Australia's new 
packaging and informa�on standards? 
a) Is it aware of the new requirements on sustainability for 
packaging? 
b) If not – how does the TGA expect to get all of the informa�on, it 
requires onto packaging into the future? 

Writen 6/11/2023 
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c) Are there any efficiencies – such as recogni�on of packaging 
informa�on from other regulators – that the TGA is examining to 
contribute to the reforms? 

SQ23-
002217 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Gerard 
Rennick 

Clinical trial 
fraud 

'46. What has the TGA done to inves�gate concerns of clinical trial 
fraud, as raised by whistleblower Brook Jackson, and what has been 
the outcome of those inves�ga�ons?'' Writen 6/11/2023 

SQ23-
002863 

Australian 
Industrial 
Chemicals 
Introduction 
Scheme 

Jane 
Hume 

2022-23 
October 
Budget, 
Savings 
from 
External 
Labour, and 
Savings 
from 
Adver�sing
, Travel and 
Legal 
Expenses - 
Australian 
Industrial 
Chemicals 
Introduc�o
n Scheme 

12. In rela�on to the measure in the 2022-23 October Budget, 
Savings from External Labour, and Savings from Adver�sing, Travel 
and Legal Expenses.   
 
a. What was the value of savings that the Department/agency was 
requested to deliver for the 2022-23 year in aggregate?   
 
  
 
b. Has the Department/agency iden�fied the savings they will make 
across the following areas to achieve this cut:   
 
i. External labour hire   
 
ii. Consultancy  
 
iii. Adver�sing campaigns   
 
iv. Travel   
 
v. Legal expenses   
 
  

Writen 3/11/2023 
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c. Can the Department/agency provide a breakdown of the funding 
reduc�ons they have made in totality, and in each of the above 
areas, and what they relate to?   
 
  
 
d. Has the Department/agency been informed of the cut that will be 
made to their funding in the next financial year, or the rest of the 
forward es�mates?   
 
  
 
e. Can the Department/agency confirm the total new number of 
contracts (ongoing and termina�ng) and total cost of these contracts 
issued on AusTender since 30 June 2022 which relate to the 
following areas:   
 
i. External labour hire   
 
ii. Consultancy  
 
iii. Adver�sing campaigns   
 
iv. Travel   
 
v. Legal expenses   
 
   
 
f. Please provide a breakdown of the value of contracts across each 
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area and iden�fy the categories on AusTender which are used to 
determine the Departments iden�fica�on of the contracts.   
 
i. Is the Department/agency on track to meet the saving target?   
 
ii. Has the Department/agency sought an exemp�on or alterna�on 
from/to the savings target?   
 
iii. If so, why and was it approved? 

SQ23-
002825 

National 
Health and 
Medical 
Research 
Council 

Jane 
Hume 

Solicited or 
encouraged 
dona�ons 
to the YES 
Campaign - 
Na�onal 
Health & 
Medical 
Research 
Council 

40. It was reported in the The Age and Sydney Morning Herald by 
journalists Richard Baker, Nick McKenzie and Hannah Bowers that Mr 
Richard Prat said that he had donated $1 million to the Voice 
referendum's Yes campaign because he had fielded a request to do 
so from a senior adviser to Prime Minister Anthony Albanese.   
 
a. Have any personal staff in the Office of the Minister solicited or 
encouraged dona�ons to the YES Campaign prior to or during the 
course of the referendum campaign?  
 
b. Have any personal staff in the Office of the Minister solicited or 
encouraged dona�ons to the YES Campaign on the basis of policy 
decisions? Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002824 

National 
Health and 
Medical 
Research 
Council 

Jane 
Hume 

Ten largest 
movements 
of funds in 
the most 
recent 
financial 
year - 

37. For the por�olio, please provide a list of the ten largest 
movements of funds in the most recent financial year, including a 
profile of the forward es�mates for the impact of the movement. Writen 3/11/2023 
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Na�onal 
Health & 
Medical 
Research 
Council 

SQ23-
002820 

National 
Health and 
Medical 
Research 
Council 

Jane 
Hume 

Freedom of 
informa�on 
applica�on
s has the 
Ministers 
office 
received 
since 1 July 
2023 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Na�onal 
Health & 
Medical 
Research 
Council 

35. How many freedom of informa�on applica�ons have been 
received by the Minister's office since 1 July 2023? 
Please provide a breakdown including; 
a. the number of applica�ons by Minister, 
i. the number of applica�ons that are yet to be decided; 
ii. the number of applica�ons refused; and 
iii. the number of applica�ons overdue, including the number of days 
overdue. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002817 

National 
Health and 
Medical 
Research 
Council 

Jane 
Hume 

Freedom of 
informa�on 
applica�on
s has the 
departmen
t/agency 
received 
since 1 July 

34. How many freedom of informa�on applica�ons has the 
department/agency received since 1 July 2023? 
Please provide a breakdown of the number including; 
a. the number of applica�ons withdrawn; 
b. the number of applica�ons refused under sec�on 34 of the 
Freedom of Informa�on Act 1982; 
c. the number of applica�ons refused under sec�on 24 of the 
Freedom of Informa�on Act 1982; 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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202 to 23 
October 
2023 - 
Na�onal 
Health & 
Medical 
Research 
Council 

d. the number of applica�ons refused under sec�on 24A of the 
Freedom of Informa�on Act 1982; 
e. the number of applica�ons subject to internal review; 
f. the number of applica�ons subject to review by the OAIC; 
g. the number of applica�ons subject to review by the AAT; 
h. the number of applica�ons subject to review by the Federal Court; 
and 
i. the number of applica�ons where the original decision has been 
overturned. 

SQ23-
002814 

National 
Health and 
Medical 
Research 
Council 

Jane 
Hume 

Provision of 
market 
research to 
any 
Ministers 
Office in 
rela�on to 
a 
Commonw
ealth 
Informa�on 
and 
Adver�sing 
Campaign - 
Na�onal 
Health & 
Medical 
Research 
Council 

33. Has the department/agency provided any Minister's office with 
market research conducted in rela�on to a  
commonwealth Informa�on and Adver�sing Campaign? 
Please provide a list of the Ministers and the date on which they 
were provided the research. Writen 3/11/2023 
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SQ23-
002792 

National 
Health and 
Medical 
Research 
Council 

Jane 
Hume 

Use of 
departmen
tal/agency 
credit cards 
in financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Na�onal 
Health & 
Medical 
Research 
Council 

In rela�on to departmental use of credit cards: 
a. How many credit cards are currently on issue for department or 
agency staff? 
b. What was the value of the largest reported purchase on a credit 
card in financial year 2023/24 to date and what was it for? 
c. How much interest was paid on amounts outstanding from credit 
cards in financial year 2023/24 to date? 
d. How much was paid in late fees on amounts outstanding from 
credit cards in financial year 2023/24 to date? 
e. What was the largest amount outstanding on a single card at the 
end of a payment period in financial year 2023/24 to date? 
f. How many credit cards were reported as lost or stolen in financial 
year 2023/24 to date and what was the cost of their replacement?   
g. How many credit card purchases were deemed to be illegi�mate 
or contrary to department or agency policy in financial year 2023/24 
to date? What was the total value of those purchases? How many 
purchases were asked to be repaid on that basis in financial year 
2023/24 to date and what was the total value thereof? Were all 
those amounts actually repaid? If no, how many were not repaid, 
and what was the total value thereof? 
h. What was the largest purchase that was deemed illegi�mate or 
contrary to department or agency policy and asked to be repaid in 
financial year 2023/243 to date? What that amount actually repaid, 
in full? If no, what amount was le� unpaid? 
i. Are any credit cards currently on issue connected to rewards 
schemes? Do staff receive any personal benefit as a result of those 
reward schemes? 
j. Please provide a copy of the department or agency's staff credit 
card policy. 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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k. Please denote any changes to this policy that have been made 
since February 2023 

SQ23-
002183 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Anne 
Ruston 

Commonw
ealth 
Games 

1. Since the Senate Commitee's interim report on Australia's 
Preparedness to Host Commonwealth, Olympic and Paralympic 
Games has been handed down, has the Department provided a 
briefing to the Minister on the report? 
2. What steps have been taken to establish an intergovernmental 
forum that looks at salvaging the 2026 Commonwealth Games? 
3. Has the Department been directed to produce low, medium and 
high funding op�ons for the Australian Government that would 
enable the Commonwealth Games to be salvaged and hosted in 
2026? 
4. Is the Department aware of a business case from Gold Coast City 
Council to host the Commonwealth Games in 2026? 
5. Has the Department seen the details of that? Writen 6/11/2023 

SQ23-
001997 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Anne 
Ruston 

Na�onal 
Sport Plan 
Stakeholde
r and 
Engagemen
t and 
Dra�ing 

Senator Ruston: ... I am looking at CN3996797: Na�onal Sport Plan 
Stakeholder Engagement and Dra�ing. 
Mr Exell: The team that looks a�er the sport area is due later in the 
session, but I can try to help you. 
Senator RUSTON: What is the objec�ve of the contract? 
Mr Exell: It is to support the prepara�on and development of a 
na�onal sport plan. We have brought on extra support to add to the 
consulta�on process for that plan. 
Senator RUSTON: Is this an expansion of the exis�ng Na�onal Sport 
Plan? 
Mr Exell: No. It is a new plan. 
Senator RUSTON: It is a whole new plan? 
Mr Exell: That's right. 
Senator RUSTON: These resources don't exist within the 

14-15 
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department? 
Mr Exell: There was a slightly different purpose. Some feedback from 
the previous consulta�on process, which was done under the 
previous government, was that some par�es didn't fully disclose or 
fully share. We thought a different mechanism of se�ng up that 
consulta�on would support this process to give a beter outcome. So 
in this case it was not solely about resourcing; it was about the way 
the consulta�ons were held. 
Senator RUSTON: When is this plan due to be announced? 
Mr Exell: We are working towards next year. It is subject to 
government considera�on. 
Senator RUSTON: What is being provided to the department at the 
comple�on of the contract? 
Mr Exell: It will support the consulta�on process: so organising 
mee�ngs, recording discussions, and then summarising and 
providing that feedback. A paper we have shared with partners goes 
to the elements of the Na�onal Sport Plan, so it is seeking feedback 
on those. It is a combina�on of organising and holding the mee�ngs, 
plus summarising the discussions for the department to consider as 
input into the development of a sports plan. 
Senator RUSTON: Will the work being undertaken by Allen and 
Clarke Consul�ng be made public? 
Mr Exell: I will check-again, my team is not here to fully answer this-
but our intent is to release, in a summary form, the feedback from 
those discussions so that stakeholders more broadly can see it. 
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6. A key recommenda�on of the interim Senate enquiry report was 
for the Australian Government to develop a policy to address the 
shor�all in spor�ng infrastructure, especially for para-athletes, that 
now will not be funded as a result of the cancella�on of the Victoria 
Commonwealth Games. What work has the Department done in this 
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area to date? The report recommended for the Australian 
Government to encourage the Victorian Government to priori�se 
the delivery of their $2 billion rural and regional funding package. 
Has the Department engaged in any discussions with the Victorian 
Government to this effect? 
7. What is the Department's understanding of the �meline and 
scope of this funding package? 
8. Has the Department engaged with the Queensland Government 
since 14 September to review the decision to host athle�cs at the 
Gabba and explore alterna�ve op�ons? 
9. Has the Department engaged with local communi�es on this 
issue? 
10. Has the Department engaged with Olympic Games organising 
bodies on this issue? 
11. What work has the Department been involved with on a cost 
effec�ve solu�on for the hos�ng of canoe slalom for the 2032 
Olympics? 
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Senator DAVID POCOCK: What date did the Sports Commission 
provide you with their AIS plan report? 
Mr Haslam: My understanding, Senator, is AIS provided that directly 
to the minister in terms of the AIS master plan last year. I can take on 
no�ce if the Office for Sport were provided a copy of the master plan 
and what date that was. 
Senator DAVID POCOCK: Thank you-maybe on no�ce 123 

26/10/202
3 
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cross-
12. Earlier this week the Department of Infrastructure stated that 
the Department of Health is leading the response to the Senate 
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enquiry, is this correct? 
13. On Thursday 7th September, it was reported in the Gold Coast 
Bulle�n that the CEO of Harvey Norman would support and 
Australian cross-jurisdic�onal with the UK for an around the clock 
Games. Would you support a Games across Australia and the UK? 
14. Has the Department briefed the Government about this? 
15. What discussions have you had/would you have in rela�on to 
this? 
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39. Does the department/agency allow for the use of ChatGPT on 
the internal network?   
 
  
 
If so, what risk management and governance mechanisms are in 
place to protect government data?   
 
a. Please provide the department/agency policy on use of ar�ficial 
intelligence. Writen 3/11/2023 
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20. What was the Department's/agency's total expenditure on media 
monitoring services in financial year 2023/24 to date? 
 
21. What was the Department's/agency's total expenditure on 
adver�sing and informa�on campaigns in financial year 2023/24 to 
date?  
 
Please provide an itemised list of the campaigns, their purpose, and 
their expected costs. Writen 3/11/2023 
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13. In rela�on to expenditure on any func�ons or official recep�ons 
etc hosted by the Department or agencies in the por�olio in financial 
year 2023/24 to date, please provide the following: 
a. List of func�ons; 
b. List of atendees; 
c. Func�on venue; 
d. Itemised list of costs (GST inclusive); 
e. Details of any food served; 
f. Details of any wines or champagnes served including brand and 
vintage; and 
g. Details of any entertainment provided. 
 
14. In rela�on to any func�ons or official recep�ons hosted by 
Ministers or Assistant Ministers in the por�olio in financial year 
2023/24 to date, please provide the following: 
a. List of func�ons; 
b. List of atendees; 
c. Func�on venue; 
d. Itemised list of costs (GST inclusive); 
e. Details of any food served; 
f. Details of any wines or champagnes served including brand and 
vintage; and 
g. Details of any entertainment provided. Writen 3/11/2023 
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38. How many staff have a flexible work arrangement in place that 
enables them to work from home?  
a. Please provide a breakdown including; 
i. The propor�on of staff who work from home one day a week?  
ii. The propor�on of staff who work from home two days a week?  
iii. The propor�on of staff who work from home three days a week?  
iv. The propor�on of staff who work from home four days a week?  
v. The propor�on of staff who work from home five days a week?  
b. What is the annual cost of ren�ng out office space for employees? 
c. Please provide a copy of the department/agency's work from 
home policy. Writen 3/11/2023 
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32. Please provide the number of current ASL allocated to the 
department/agency as at 1 July 2023. 
 
Please provide:  
a. Total number of ASL;  
b. Total number of FTE by APS classifica�on; 
c. the number of ASL allocated to each outcome for which the 
department/agency is responsible; and 
d. the number of FTE, by classifica�on, allocated to each outcome for 
which the department/agency is responsible; and 
e. The number of FTE posi�ons that are not currently filled, broken 
down by classifica�on. Writen 3/11/2023 
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31. Since 1 July 2023, has the department / agency ever received a 
request from a por�olio minister's office seeking data or informa�on 
separated out by electorate?  
a. Please provide a list of all requests, including any �meframe 
provided for a response, whether a response was provided, and the 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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data or 
informa�on 
by 
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context of the request if provided.  
b. Please provide a copy of all responses to the request. 
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24. In rela�on to department/agency: 
a. In the current financial year to date, how many maters have been 
referred to Comcare? 
b. Of those claims referred to Comcare, redac�ng confiden�al 
informa�on, advise in which division the claimant works or worked 
and the circumstances surrounding the claim. 
c. What has the Department/agency learned from past Comcare 
claims? 
d. Of those employees who submited a Comcare claim, how many 
returned to work a�er a period of absence? 
 
25. In rela�on to the department/agency: 
a. In the current financial year to date, how many maters have been 
referred to the Fair Work Commission? 
b. Of those maters referred to either, please provide a 
comprehensive account of the circumstances, redac�ng confiden�al 
informa�on, including in which division the employee is or was 
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employed, the nature of the complaint and the nature of the 
determina�on of the Fair Work Commission, Fair Work Ombudsman 
and/or conciliator. 
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35. How many freedom of informa�on applica�ons have been 
received by the Minister's office since 1 July 2023? 
Please provide a breakdown including; 
a. the number of applica�ons by Minister, 
i. the number of applica�ons that are yet to be decided; 
ii. the number of applica�ons refused; and 
iii. the number of applica�ons overdue, including the number of days 
overdue. Writen 3/11/2023 
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34. How many freedom of informa�on applica�ons has the 
department/agency received since 1 July 2023? 
Please provide a breakdown of the number including; 
a. the number of applica�ons withdrawn; 
b. the number of applica�ons refused under sec�on 34 of the 
Freedom of Informa�on Act 1982; 
c. the number of applica�ons refused under sec�on 24 of the 
Freedom of Informa�on Act 1982; 
d. the number of applica�ons refused under sec�on 24A of the 
Freedom of Informa�on Act 1982; 
e. the number of applica�ons subject to internal review; 

Writen 3/11/2023 



229 
 

Departmen
t of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

f. the number of applica�ons subject to review by the OAIC; 
g. the number of applica�ons subject to review by the AAT; 
h. the number of applica�ons subject to review by the Federal Court; 
and 
i. the number of applica�ons where the original decision has been 
overturned. 
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1. Since 1 July 2023, has the Department/Agency been provided with 
advice or a direc�on on a minimum turnaround �me for 
considera�on of briefs by the Minister?  
 
If so, when was this advice provided to the Department? 
 
Please provide the minimum turnaround requirement.  
 
If there has been a change in a previously set minimum turnaround 
requirement, please provide: 
1. the previous turnaround requirement; and 
2. the date the change was requested.  
 
7. How many briefs has the Department/agency provided to each 
Minister in its por�olio? Please provide a list with the number of 
briefs for each Minister, and the date of the first provided brief.  
 
How many briefs have been returned to the Department for redra�? 
Please provide a list with the number of briefs for each Minister, and 
the dates of the return of briefs to the Department. Writen 3/11/2023 
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1. Vaxelis was recently added to the childhood immunisa�on register 
for use in newborns from 6 weeks of age for a 3-dose schedule.  
2. What studies have been performed to evaluate the carcinogenicty 
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of Vaxelis?  
3. Has Vaxelis been evaluated for carcinogenic poten�al? 
4. What studies have been performed to evaluate the genotoxicity of 
Vaxelis? 
5. Has Vaxelis been evaluated for genotoxic poten�al? 
6. What are the poten�al clinical/physiological consequences 
(adverse events) for an infant if the Vaxelis injec�on is incorrectly 
delivered intravascularly or intradermally or subcutaneously?  
7. Have pharmacokine�c studies been performed on this product? 
8. Has mutagenic poten�al been inves�gated?  
9. Has impact on fer�lity been inves�gated? 
10. Is the product batch tested by TGA laboratory staff here in 
Australian laboratories? 
11. Is the product batch tested by an overseas laboratory? 
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29. How many new en��es (including advisory boards and agencies) 
have been created within the por�olio since May 2022?  
Please list each en�ty, its purpose, and the date it was created. 
 
30. How many new en��es (including advisory boards and agencies) 
have been wound up, amalgamated, ceased or disbanded since May 
2022? 
Please list each en�ty, its purpose, and the date it was wound up, 
amalgamated, ceased, or disbanded. Writen 3/11/2023 
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16. Please provide an itemised list of the Secretary's/agency deputy 
head's travel for financial year 2023/24 to date, including costs of 
flights and accommoda�on. 
 
17. Please provide an itemised list of each Deputy Secretary's/agency 
head's travel for financial year 2023/24 to date, including costs of 
flights and accommoda�on. 
 
19. What was the total cost of staff travel for departmental/agency 
employees in financial year 2023/24 to date? Writen 3/11/2023 
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40. It was reported in the The Age and Sydney Morning Herald by 
journalists Richard Baker, Nick McKenzie and Hannah Bowers that Mr 
Richard Prat said that he had donated $1 million to the Voice 
referendum's Yes campaign because he had fielded a request to do 
so from a senior adviser to Prime Minister Anthony Albanese.   
 
a. Have any personal staff in the Office of the Minister solicited or 
encouraged dona�ons to the YES Campaign prior to or during the 
course of the referendum campaign?  
 
b. Have any personal staff in the Office of the Minister solicited or 
encouraged dona�ons to the YES Campaign on the basis of policy 
decisions? Writen 3/11/2023 
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39. Does the department/agency allow for the use of ChatGPT on 
the internal network?   
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Chemicals 
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If so, what risk management and governance mechanisms are in 
place to protect government data?   
 
a. Please provide the department/agency policy on use of ar�ficial 
intelligence. 
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38. How many staff have a flexible work arrangement in place that 
enables them to work from home?   
 
a. Please provide a breakdown including;  
 
i. The propor�on of staff who work from home one day a week?   
 
ii. The propor�on of staff who work from home two days a week?   
 
iii. The propor�on of staff who work from home three days a week?   
 
iv. The propor�on of staff who work from home four days a week?   
 
v. The propor�on of staff who work from home five days a week?   
 
b. What is the annual cost of ren�ng out office space for employees?  
 
c. Please provide a copy of the department/agency's work from 
home policy. Writen 3/11/2023 
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37. For the por�olio, please provide a list of the ten largest 
movements of funds in the most recent financial year, including a 
profile of the forward es�mates for the impact of the movement. Writen 3/11/2023 
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36. For the por�olio, please provide a list of the ten largest es�mate 
varia�ons in the most recent financial year. Writen 3/11/2023 
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33. Has the department/agency provided any Minister's office with 
market research conducted in rela�on to a   
 
commonwealth Informa�on and Adver�sing Campaign?  
 
Please provide a list of the Ministers and the date on which they 
were provided the research. Writen 3/11/2023 
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29. How many new en��es (including advisory boards and agencies) 
have been created within the por�olio since May 2022?   
 
Please list each en�ty, its purpose, and the date it was created.  
 
  
 
30. How many new en��es (including advisory boards and agencies) 
have been wound up, amalgamated, ceased or disbanded since May 
2022?  
 
Please list each en�ty, its purpose, and the date it was wound up, 
amalgamated, ceased, or disbanded. Writen 3/11/2023 
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28. Please provide a list of the interdepartmental commitees that 
the department/agency par�cipates in or provides representa�on to.  
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departmen
tal 
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Introduc�o
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Please provide:  
 
a. the name of the interdepartmental commitee;  
 
b. a list of the membership;  
 
c. the date it was established; and  
 
d. its purpose.  
 
  
 
  
 
10. Please provide a list of all the Commonwealth inter-departmental 
commitees of which the Department/agency has membership.   
 
  
 
Please specify where there are changes to the list since May 2023. 
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reviews 
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2022 to 26 
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2023 - 
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26. Please provide a list of the number of reviews that the 
department/agency is currently conduc�ng.   
 
Please provide:  
 
a. the name of the review;  
 
b. the purpose of the review;  
 
c. the name or names of the reviewer(s);  

Writen 3/11/2023 
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d. the remunera�on for each of the reviewer(s);  
 
e. the budgeted cost of the review;  
 
f. the amount spent to date; and  
 
g. the date the review is due to be completed.  
 
  
 
27. Please provide a list of the number of reviews that the 
department/agency has completed since 1 July 2022.   
 
Please provide:   
 
a. the name of the review;  
 
b. the purpose of the review;  
 
c. the name or names of the reviewer(s);  
 
d. the remunera�on for each of the reviewer(s);  
 
e. the budgeted cost of the review;  
 
f. the amount spent;  
 
g. the date the review was due to be completed;  
 
h. the date the review was completed;  
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i. the date the review was provided to the Department;  
 
j. the date the review was provided to the Minister; and  
 
k. the date the review was provided to the Minister's office. 
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28. Please provide a list of the interdepartmental commitees that 
the department/agency par�cipates in or provides representa�on to. 
 
Please provide: 
a. the name of the interdepartmental commitee; 
b. a list of the membership; 
c. the date it was established; and 
d. its purpose. Writen 3/11/2023 
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22. What was the Department's/agency's total expenditure on 
promo�onal merchandise in financial year 2023/24 to date?  
 
Please provide an itemised list of the merchandise purchased with 
costs.  
 
Please provide examples and photographs of the merchandise 
purchased Writen 3/11/2023 
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t of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

32. Please provide the number of current ASL allocated to the 
department/agency as at 1 July 2023. 
 
Please provide:  
a. Total number of ASL;  
b. Total number of FTE by APS classifica�on; 
c. the number of ASL allocated to each outcome for which the 
department/agency is responsible; and 
d. the number of FTE, by classifica�on, allocated to each outcome for 
which the department/agency is responsible; and 
e. The number of FTE posi�ons that are not currently filled, broken 
down by classifica�on. Writen 3/11/2023 
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26. Please provide a list of the number of reviews that the 
department/agency is currently conduc�ng.  
Please provide: 
a. the name of the review; 
b. the purpose of the review; 
c. the name or names of the reviewer(s); 
d. the remunera�on for each of the reviewer(s); 
e. the budgeted cost of the review; 
f. the amount spent to date; and 
g. the date the review is due to be completed. 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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27. Please provide a list of the number of reviews that the 
department/agency has completed since 1 July 2022.  
Please provide:  
a. the name of the review; 
b. the purpose of the review; 
c. the name or names of the reviewer(s); 
d. the remunera�on for each of the reviewer(s); 
e. the budgeted cost of the review; 
f. the amount spent; 
g. the date the review was due to be completed; 
h. the date the review was completed; 
i. the date the review was provided to the Department; 
j. the date the review was provided to the Minister; and 
k. the date the review was provided to the Minister's office. 
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Departmen
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Care 

In rela�on to departmental use of credit cards: 
a. How many credit cards are currently on issue for department or 
agency staff? 
b. What was the value of the largest reported purchase on a credit 
card in financial year 2023/24 to date and what was it for? 
c. How much interest was paid on amounts outstanding from credit 
cards in financial year 2023/24 to date? 
d. How much was paid in late fees on amounts outstanding from 
credit cards in financial year 2023/24 to date? 
e. What was the largest amount outstanding on a single card at the 
end of a payment period in financial year 2023/24 to date? 
f. How many credit cards were reported as lost or stolen in financial 
year 2023/24 to date and what was the cost of their replacement?   
g. How many credit card purchases were deemed to be illegi�mate 
or contrary to department or agency policy in financial year 2023/24 
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to date? What was the total value of those purchases? How many 
purchases were asked to be repaid on that basis in financial year 
2023/24 to date and what was the total value thereof? Were all 
those amounts actually repaid? If no, how many were not repaid, 
and what was the total value thereof? 
h. What was the largest purchase that was deemed illegi�mate or 
contrary to department or agency policy and asked to be repaid in 
financial year 2023/243 to date? What that amount actually repaid, 
in full? If no, what amount was le� unpaid? 
i. Are any credit cards currently on issue connected to rewards 
schemes? Do staff receive any personal benefit as a result of those 
reward schemes? 
j. Please provide a copy of the department or agency's staff credit 
card policy. 
k. Please denote any changes to this policy that have been made 
since February 2023 

SQ23-
002866 

Australian 
Industrial 
Chemicals 
Introduction 
Scheme 

Jane 
Hume 

Total 
expenditur
e on 
promo�ona
l 
merchandis
e in 
financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Industrial 

22. What was the Department's/agency's total expenditure on 
promo�onal merchandise in financial year 2023/24 to date?   
 
  
 
Please provide an itemised list of the merchandise purchased with 
costs.   
 
  
 
Please provide examples and photographs of the merchandise 
purchased Writen 3/11/2023 
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Chemicals 
Introduc�o
n Scheme 

SQ23-
002864 

Australian 
Industrial 
Chemicals 
Introduction 
Scheme 

Jane 
Hume 

Expenditur
e on any 
func�ons 
or official 
recep�ons 
(etc) 
hosted by 
the 
Departmen
t/Agency or 
Ministers/A
ssistant 
Ministers in 
financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Industrial 
Chemicals 
Introduc�o
n Scheme 

13. In rela�on to expenditure on any func�ons or official recep�ons 
etc hosted by the Department or agencies in the por�olio in financial 
year 2023/24 to date, please provide the following:  
 
a. List of func�ons;  
 
b. List of atendees;  
 
c. Func�on venue;  
 
d. Itemised list of costs (GST inclusive);  
 
e. Details of any food served;  
 
f. Details of any wines or champagnes served including brand and 
vintage; and  
 
g. Details of any entertainment provided.  
 
  
 
14. In rela�on to any func�ons or official recep�ons hosted by 
Ministers or Assistant Ministers in the por�olio in financial year 
2023/24 to date, please provide the following:  
 
a. List of func�ons;  
 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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b. List of atendees;  
 
c. Func�on venue;  
 
d. Itemised list of costs (GST inclusive);  
 
e. Details of any food served;  
 
f. Details of any wines or champagnes served including brand and 
vintage; and  
 
g. Details of any entertainment provided. 

SQ23-
002862 

Australian 
Industrial 
Chemicals 
Introduction 
Scheme 

Jane 
Hume 

List of 
membershi
ps for 
Commonw
ealth 
taskforces - 
Australian 
Industrial 
Chemicals 
Introduc�o
n Scheme 

11. Please provide a list of all the Commonwealth taskforces of 
which the Department/agency has membership.   
 
  
 
Please specify where there are changes to the list since May 2023. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002861 

Australian 
Industrial 
Chemicals 
Introduction 
Scheme 

Jane 
Hume 

List of 
membershi
ps for 
Commonw
ealth inter-
departmen

10. Please provide a list of all the Commonwealth inter-departmental 
commitees of which the Department/agency has membership.   
 
  
 
Please specify where there are changes to the list since May 2023. Writen 3/11/2023 
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tal 
commitees 
- Australian 
Industrial 
Chemicals 
Introduc�o
n Scheme 

SQ23-
002860 

Australian 
Industrial 
Chemicals 
Introduction 
Scheme 

Jane 
Hume 

Paper 
usage from 
Australian 
producers 
and 
overseas - 
Australian 
Industrial 
Chemicals 
Introduc�o
n Scheme 

9. Please provide the amount of paper the Department/agency 
sources from Australian producers and from overseas producers.   
 
  
 
Please provide the amount in dollar value on a financial year basis 
for the last five financial years. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002859 

Australian 
Industrial 
Chemicals 
Introduction 
Scheme 

Jane 
Hume 

Hospitality 
provided to 
por�olio 
Ministers' 
offices 
since 1 July 
2023 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Industrial 

2. Since 1 July 2023, has the Department provided any hospitality in 
Ministers' offices?  
 
  
 
Please specify the date, itemised cost, purpose, and atendees for 
the hospitality.  
 
  
 
Since 1 July 2023, have there been any amendments to the 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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Chemicals 
Introduc�o
n Scheme 

Department's policy on providing hospitality in the Ministers offices?   
 
  
 
If so, please provide a copy of the policy and a reference for the 
amendment 

SQ23-
002780 

National 
Health and 
Medical 
Research 
Council 

Jane 
Hume 

Furniture, 
fixtures or 
fi�ngs 
upgraded 
in financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Na�onal 
Health & 
Medical 
Research 
Council 

15. Were the furniture, fixtures or fi�ngs of the Secretary's/agency 
head's office, or the offices of any Deputy Secretaries/execu�ve 
leadership team members, upgraded in financial year 2023/24 to 
date?  
 
Please provide an itemised list of costs (GST inclusive). Please 
provide photographs of the works conducted. 
 
18. Were the facili�es of any of the Departments/agency premises 
upgraded in financial year 2023/24 to date, for example, staff room 
refurbishments, kitchen refurbishments, bathroom refurbishments, 
the purchase of any new fridges, coffee machines, or other kitchen 
equipment?  
 
Please provide a detailed descrip�on of the relevant facili�es 
upgraded together with an itemised list of costs (GST inclusive).  
 
Please provide photographs of the upgraded facili�es. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002746 

National 
Health and 
Medical 
Research 
Council 

Jane 
Hume 

Hospitality 
provided to 
por�olio 
Ministers' 
offices 

2. Since 1 July 2023, has the Department provided any hospitality in 
Ministers' offices? 
 
Please specify the date, itemised cost, purpose, and atendees for 
the hospitality. 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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since 1 July 
2023 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Na�onal 
Health & 
Medical 
Research 
Council 

 
Since 1 July 2023, have there been any amendments to the 
Department's policy on providing hospitality in the Ministers offices?  
 
If so, please provide a copy of the policy and a reference for the 
amendment 

SQ23-
002766 

National 
Health and 
Medical 
Research 
Council 

Jane 
Hume 

List of 
membershi
ps for 
Commonw
ealth inter-
departmen
tal 
commitees 
- Na�onal 
Health & 
Medical 
Research 
Council 

10. Please provide a list of all the Commonwealth inter-departmental 
commitees of which the Department/agency has membership.  
 
Please specify where there are changes to the list since May 2023. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002760 

National 
Health and 
Medical 
Research 
Council 

Jane 
Hume 

New policy 
proposals 
provided to 
por�olio 
Minister 
offices 
since 1 July 

8. How many New Policy Proposals has the Department/agency 
provided to each Minister in its por�olio since 1 July 2023?  
 
Please provide a list with the number of New Policy Proposals by 
Minister, and the date of the first provided New Policy Proposal. Writen 3/11/2023 
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2023 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Na�onal 
Health & 
Medical 
Research 
Council 

SQ23-
002757 

National 
Health and 
Medical 
Research 
Council 

Jane 
Hume 

Mee�ngs 
between 
Secretary/A
gency head 
with 
Ministers - 
Na�onal 
Health & 
Medical 
Research 
Council 

5. How many mee�ngs has the Secretary/agency head had with the 
Ministers in their por�olio since 1 July 2023?   
  
Please provide a list with the number of mee�ngs by Minister, and 
the date of the first mee�ng with each Minister.  
  
6. How many mee�ngs has the Secretary/agency head had with any 
Ministers not in their por�olio since 1 July 2023?  
  
Please provide a list with the number of mee�ngs by Minister, and 
the date of the first mee�ng with each Minister. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002750 

National 
Health and 
Medical 
Research 
Council 

Jane 
Hume 

Departmen
tal staff and 
Departmen
tal Liaison 
Officer's 
allocated to 
por�olio 
Ministers' 
offices - 
Na�onal 

3. How many Departmental Liaison Officers have been allocated to 
each Minister in the por�olio?  
 
Please provide a list that outlines the level of the member of the 
department, the Minister they have been allocated to, and the �me 
they have been allocated to the Minister. 
 
Please denote any change in this alloca�on since May 2023.   
 
4. How many staff have been provided to Ministers offices not in a 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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Health & 
Medical 
Research 
Council 

capacity as a Departmental Liaison Officer? 
 
Please provide a list that outlines the level of the member of the 
department, the Minister they have been allocated to, and the �me 
they have been allocated to the Minister. 
 
Please denote any change in this alloca�on since May 2023. 

SQ23-
002742 

National 
Health and 
Medical 
Research 
Council 

Jane 
Hume 

Provision 
and 
turnaround 
of 
Ministerial 
Briefs since 
1 July 2023 
to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Na�onal 
Health & 
Medical 
Research 
Council 

1. Since 1 July 2023, has the Department/Agency been provided with 
advice or a direc�on on a minimum turnaround �me for 
considera�on of briefs by the Minister?  
 
If so, when was this advice provided to the Department? 
Please provide the minimum turnaround requirement.  
 
If there has been a change in a previously set minimum turnaround 
requirement, please provide: 
a. the previous turnaround requirement; and the date the change 
was requested.  
 
7. How many briefs has the Department/agency provided to each 
Minister in its por�olio? Please provide a list with the number of 
briefs for each Minister, and the date of the first provided brief.  
 
How many briefs have been returned to the Department for redra�? 
Please provide a list with the number of briefs for each Minister, and 
the dates of the return of briefs to the Department. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002644 

Office of the 
National 
Rural Health 

Jane 
Hume 

Ten largest 
movements 
of funds in 

37. For the por�olio, please provide a list of the ten largest 
movements of funds in the most recent financial year, including a 
profile of the forward es�mates for the impact of the movement. Writen 3/11/2023 
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Commissione
r 

the most 
recent 
financial 
year - 
Office of 
the 
Na�onal 
Rural 
Health 
Commissio
ner 

SQ23-
002624 

Office of the 
National 
Rural Health 
Commissione
r 

Jane 
Hume 

Use of 
departmen
tal/agency 
credit cards 
in financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Office of 
the 
Na�onal 
Rural 
Health 
Commissio
ner 

In rela�on to departmental use of credit cards: 
a. How many credit cards are currently on issue for department or 
agency staff? 
b. What was the value of the largest reported purchase on a credit 
card in financial year 2023/24 to date and what was it for? 
c. How much interest was paid on amounts outstanding from credit 
cards in financial year 2023/24 to date? 
d. How much was paid in late fees on amounts outstanding from 
credit cards in financial year 2023/24 to date? 
e. What was the largest amount outstanding on a single card at the 
end of a payment period in financial year 2023/24 to date? 
f. How many credit cards were reported as lost or stolen in financial 
year 2023/24 to date and what was the cost of their replacement?   
g. How many credit card purchases were deemed to be illegi�mate 
or contrary to department or agency policy in financial year 2023/24 
to date? What was the total value of those purchases? How many 
purchases were asked to be repaid on that basis in financial year 
2023/24 to date and what was the total value thereof? Were all 
those amounts actually repaid? If no, how many were not repaid, 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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and what was the total value thereof? 
h. What was the largest purchase that was deemed illegi�mate or 
contrary to department or agency policy and asked to be repaid in 
financial year 2023/243 to date? What that amount actually repaid, 
in full? If no, what amount was le� unpaid? 
i. Are any credit cards currently on issue connected to rewards 
schemes? Do staff receive any personal benefit as a result of those 
reward schemes? 
j. Please provide a copy of the department or agency's staff credit 
card policy. 
k. Please denote any changes to this policy that have been made 
since February 2023 

SQ23-
002616 

Office of the 
National 
Rural Health 
Commissione
r 

Jane 
Hume 

Travel costs 
for financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Office of 
the 
Na�onal 
Rural 
Health 
Commissio
ner 

16. Please provide an itemised list of the Secretary's/agency deputy 
head's travel for financial year 2023/24 to date, including costs of 
flights and accommoda�on. 
 
17. Please provide an itemised list of each Deputy Secretary's/agency 
head's travel for financial year 2023/24 to date, including costs of 
flights and accommoda�on. 
 
19. What was the total cost of staff travel for departmental/agency 
employees in financial year 2023/24 to date? Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002253 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Jane 
Hume 

List of 
membershi
ps for 
Commonw

28. Please provide a list of the interdepartmental commitees that 
the department/agency par�cipates in or provides representa�on to. 
 
Please provide: 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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ealth inter-
departmen
tal 
commitees 
- 
Departmen
t of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

a. the name of the interdepartmental commitee; 
b. a list of the membership; 
c. the date it was established; and 
d. its purpose. 

SQ23-
002246 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Jane 
Hume 

Furniture, 
fixtures or 
fi�ngs 
upgraded 
in financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Departmen
t of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

15. Were the furniture, fixtures or fi�ngs of the Secretary's/agency 
head's office, or the offices of any Deputy Secretaries/execu�ve 
leadership team members, upgraded in financial year 2023/24 to 
date?  
 
Please provide an itemised list of costs (GST inclusive). Please 
provide photographs of the works conducted. 
 
18. Were the facili�es of any of the Departments/agency premises 
upgraded in financial year 2023/24 to date, for example, staff room 
refurbishments, kitchen refurbishments, bathroom refurbishments, 
the purchase of any new fridges, coffee machines, or other kitchen 
equipment?  
 
Please provide a detailed descrip�on of the relevant facili�es 
upgraded together with an itemised list of costs (GST inclusive).  
 
Please provide photographs of the upgraded facili�es. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002242 

Department 
of Health 

Jane 
Hume List of 

membershi
10. Please provide a list of all the Commonwealth inter-departmental 
commitees of which the Department/agency has membership.  

Writen 3/11/2023 



251 
 

and Aged 
Care 

ps for 
Commonw
ealth inter-
departmen
tal 
commitees 
- 
Departmen
t of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

 
Please specify where there are changes to the list since May 2023. 

SQ23-
002240 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Jane 
Hume 

New policy 
proposals 
provided to 
por�olio 
Minister 
offices 
since 1 July 
2023 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Departmen
t of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

8. How many New Policy Proposals has the Department/agency 
provided to each Minister in its por�olio since 1 July 2023?  
 
Please provide a list with the number of New Policy Proposals by 
Minister, and the date of the first provided New Policy Proposal. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002238 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Jane 
Hume 

Departmen
tal staff and 
Departmen
tal Liaison 

3. How many Departmental Liaison Officers have been allocated to 
each Minister in the por�olio?  
 
Please provide a list that outlines the level of the member of the 

Writen 3/11/2023 



252 
 

Officer's 
allocated to 
por�olio 
Ministers' 
offices - 
Departmen
t of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

department, the Minister they have been allocated to, and the �me 
they have been allocated to the Minister. 
 
Please denote any change in this alloca�on since May 2023.   
 
4. How many staff have been provided to Ministers offices not in a 
capacity as a Departmental Liaison Officer? 
 
Please provide a list that outlines the level of the member of the 
department, the Minister they have been allocated to, and the �me 
they have been allocated to the Minister. 
 
Please denote any change in this alloca�on since May 2023. 

SQ23-
001959 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Larissa 
Waters 

Perinatal 
mental 
health 

Perinatal mental health 
The government funded a number of pilot perinatal mental health 
services in the Oct 2022 budget. As at the May 23 es�mates, 
loca�ons for those pilots had not been decided, but a governance 
commitee had been established. 
? Have the loca�ons for the perinatal mental health services been 
selected? Can you provide an update on the progress of this project? Writen 

31/10/202
3 

SQ23-
002691 

Professional 
Services 
Review 

Jane 
Hume 

Solicited or 
encouraged 
dona�ons 
to the YES 
Campaign - 
Professiona
l Services 
Review 

40. It was reported in the The Age and Sydney Morning Herald by 
journalists Richard Baker, Nick McKenzie and Hannah Bowers that Mr 
Richard Prat said that he had donated $1 million to the Voice 
referendum's Yes campaign because he had fielded a request to do 
so from a senior adviser to Prime Minister Anthony Albanese.   
 
a. Have any personal staff in the Office of the Minister solicited or 
encouraged dona�ons to the YES Campaign prior to or during the 
course of the referendum campaign?  

Writen 3/11/2023 
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b. Have any personal staff in the Office of the Minister solicited or 
encouraged dona�ons to the YES Campaign on the basis of policy 
decisions? 

SQ23-
002690 

Professional 
Services 
Review 

Jane 
Hume 

ChatGPT on 
internal 
networks - 
Professiona
l Services 
Review 

39. Does the department/agency allow for the use of ChatGPT on 
the internal network?   
 
  
 
If so, what risk management and governance mechanisms are in 
place to protect government data?   
 
a. Please provide the department/agency policy on use of ar�ficial 
intelligence. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002689 

Professional 
Services 
Review 

Jane 
Hume 

Flexible 
work 
arrangeme
nt - 
Professiona
l Services 
Review 

38. How many staff have a flexible work arrangement in place that 
enables them to work from home?   
 
a. Please provide a breakdown including;  
 
i. The propor�on of staff who work from home one day a week?   
 
ii. The propor�on of staff who work from home two days a week?   
 
iii. The propor�on of staff who work from home three days a week?   
 
iv. The propor�on of staff who work from home four days a week?   
 
v. The propor�on of staff who work from home five days a week?   
 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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b. What is the annual cost of ren�ng out office space for employees?  
 
c. Please provide a copy of the department/agency's work from 
home policy. 

SQ23-
002687 

Professional 
Services 
Review 

Jane 
Hume 

Ten largest 
movements 
of funds in 
the most 
recent 
financial 
year - 
Professiona
l Services 
Review 

37. For the por�olio, please provide a list of the ten largest 
movements of funds in the most recent financial year, including a 
profile of the forward es�mates for the impact of the movement. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002686 

Professional 
Services 
Review 

Jane 
Hume 

Ten largest 
es�mate 
varia�ons 
in the most 
recent 
financial 
year - 
Professiona
l Services 
Review 

36. For the por�olio, please provide a list of the ten largest es�mate 
varia�ons in the most recent financial year. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002685 

Professional 
Services 
Review 

Jane 
Hume 

Freedom of 
informa�on 
applica�on
s has the 
Ministers 

35. How many freedom of informa�on applica�ons have been 
received by the Minister's office since 1 July 2023?  
 
Please provide a breakdown including;  
 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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office 
received 
since 1 July 
2023 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Professiona
l Services 
Review 

a. the number of applica�ons by Minister,  
 
i. the number of applica�ons that are yet to be decided;  
 
ii. the number of applica�ons refused; and  
 
iii. the number of applica�ons overdue, including the number of days 
overdue. 

SQ23-
002683 

Professional 
Services 
Review 

Jane 
Hume 

Freedom of 
informa�on 
applica�on
s has the 
departmen
t/agency 
received 
since 1 July 
202 to 23 
October 
2023 - 
Professiona
l Services 
Review 

34. How many freedom of informa�on applica�ons has the 
department/agency received since 1 July 2023?  
 
Please provide a breakdown of the number including;  
 
a. the number of applica�ons withdrawn;  
 
b. the number of applica�ons refused under sec�on 34 of the 
Freedom of Informa�on Act 1982;  
 
c. the number of applica�ons refused under sec�on 24 of the 
Freedom of Informa�on Act 1982;  
 
d. the number of applica�ons refused under sec�on 24A of the 
Freedom of Informa�on Act 1982;  
 
e. the number of applica�ons subject to internal review;  
 
f. the number of applica�ons subject to review by the OAIC;  
 
g. the number of applica�ons subject to review by the AAT;  

Writen 3/11/2023 
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h. the number of applica�ons subject to review by the Federal Court; 
and  
 
i. the number of applica�ons where the original decision has been 
overturned. 

SQ23-
002682 

Professional 
Services 
Review 

Jane 
Hume 

Provision of 
market 
research to 
any 
Ministers 
Office in 
rela�on to 
a 
Commonw
ealth 
Informa�on 
and 
Adver�sing 
Campaign - 
Professiona
l Services 
Review 

33. Has the department/agency provided any Minister's office with 
market research conducted in rela�on to a   
 
commonwealth Informa�on and Adver�sing Campaign?  
 
Please provide a list of the Ministers and the date on which they 
were provided the research. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002680 

Professional 
Services 
Review 

Jane 
Hume 

Current ASL 
allocated to 
the 
departmen
t/agency as 
at 1 July 

32. Please provide the number of current ASL allocated to the 
department/agency as at 1 July 2023.  
 
  
 
Please provide:   

Writen 3/11/2023 
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2023 - 
Professiona
l Services 
Review 

 
a. Total number of ASL;   
 
b. Total number of FTE by APS classifica�on;  
 
c. the number of ASL allocated to each outcome for which the 
department/agency is responsible; and  
 
d. the number of FTE, by classifica�on, allocated to each outcome for 
which the department/agency is responsible; and  
 
e. The number of FTE posi�ons that are not currently filled, broken 
down by classifica�on. 

SQ23-
002679 

Professional 
Services 
Review 

Jane 
Hume 

Requests 
from 
por�olio 
Minister's 
offices 
seeking 
data or 
informa�on 
by 
electorate 
since 1 July 
2023to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Professiona

31. Since 1 July 2023, has the department / agency ever received a 
request from a por�olio minister's office seeking data or informa�on 
separated out by electorate?   
 
a. Please provide a list of all requests, including any �meframe 
provided for a response, whether a response was provided, and the 
context of the request if provided.   
 
b. Please provide a copy of all responses to the request. Writen 3/11/2023 
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l Services 
Review 

SQ23-
002678 

Professional 
Services 
Review 

Jane 
Hume 

New 
en��es 
created, 
wound up, 
amalgamat
ed, ceased 
or 
disbanded 
since May 
2022 - 
Professiona
l Services 
Review 

29. How many new en��es (including advisory boards and agencies) 
have been created within the por�olio since May 2022?   
 
Please list each en�ty, its purpose, and the date it was created.  
 
  
 
30. How many new en��es (including advisory boards and agencies) 
have been wound up, amalgamated, ceased or disbanded since May 
2022?  
 
Please list each en�ty, its purpose, and the date it was wound up, 
amalgamated, ceased, or disbanded. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002677 

Professional 
Services 
Review 

Jane 
Hume 

List of 
membershi
ps for 
Commonw
ealth inter-
departmen
tal 
commitees 
- 
Professiona
l Services 
Review 

28. Please provide a list of the interdepartmental commitees that 
the department/agency par�cipates in or provides representa�on to.  
 
  
 
Please provide:  
 
a. the name of the interdepartmental commitee;  
 
b. a list of the membership;  
 
c. the date it was established; and  
 
d. its purpose. Writen 3/11/2023 
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SQ23-
002675 

Professional 
Services 
Review 

Jane 
Hume 

Current 
reviews 
and 
completed 
reviews 
since 1 July 
2022 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Professiona
l Services 
Review 

26. Please provide a list of the number of reviews that the 
department/agency is currently conduc�ng.   
 
Please provide:  
 
a. the name of the review;  
 
b. the purpose of the review;  
 
c. the name or names of the reviewer(s);  
 
d. the remunera�on for each of the reviewer(s);  
 
e. the budgeted cost of the review;  
 
f. the amount spent to date; and  
 
g. the date the review is due to be completed.  
 
  
 
27. Please provide a list of the number of reviews that the 
department/agency has completed since 1 July 2022.   
 
Please provide:   
 
a. the name of the review;  
 
b. the purpose of the review;  
 
c. the name or names of the reviewer(s);  

Writen 3/11/2023 
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d. the remunera�on for each of the reviewer(s);  
 
e. the budgeted cost of the review;  
 
f. the amount spent;  
 
g. the date the review was due to be completed;  
 
h. the date the review was completed;  
 
i. the date the review was provided to the Department;  
 
j. the date the review was provided to the Minister; and  
 
k. the date the review was provided to the Minister's office. 

SQ23-
002674 

Professional 
Services 
Review 

Jane 
Hume 

Comcare 
and Fair 
Work 
Commissio
n referrals 
and claims 
in current 
financial 
year to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Professiona

24. In rela�on to department/agency:  
 
a. In the current financial year to date, how many maters have been 
referred to Comcare?  
 
b. Of those claims referred to Comcare, redac�ng confiden�al 
informa�on, advise in which division the claimant works or worked 
and the circumstances surrounding the claim.  
 
c. What has the Department/agency learned from past Comcare 
claims?  
 
d. Of those employees who submited a Comcare claim, how many 
returned to work a�er a period of absence?  
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25. In rela�on to the department/agency:  
 
a. In the current financial year to date, how many maters have been 
referred to the Fair Work Commission?  
 
b. Of those maters referred to either, please provide a 
comprehensive account of the circumstances, redac�ng confiden�al 
informa�on, including in which division the employee is or was 
employed, the nature of the complaint and the nature of the 
determina�on of the Fair Work Commission, Fair Work Ombudsman 
and/or conciliator. 
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002673 

Professional 
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Review 

Jane 
Hume 

Use of 
departmen
tal/agency 
credit cards  
in financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Professiona
l Services 
Review 

In rela�on to departmental use of credit cards:  
 
a. How many credit cards are currently on issue for department or 
agency staff?  
 
b. What was the value of the largest reported purchase on a credit 
card in financial year 2023/24 to date and what was it for?  
 
c. How much interest was paid on amounts outstanding from credit 
cards in financial year 2023/24 to date?  
 
d. How much was paid in late fees on amounts outstanding from 
credit cards in financial year 2023/24 to date?  
 
e. What was the largest amount outstanding on a single card at the 
end of a payment period in financial year 2023/24 to date?  
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f. How many credit cards were reported as lost or stolen in financial 
year 2023/24 to date and what was the cost of their replacement?    
 
g. How many credit card purchases were deemed to be illegi�mate 
or contrary to department or agency policy in financial year 2023/24 
to date? What was the total value of those purchases? How many 
purchases were asked to be repaid on that basis in financial year 
2023/24 to date and what was the total value thereof? Were all 
those amounts actually repaid? If no, how many were not repaid, 
and what was the total value thereof?  
 
h. What was the largest purchase that was deemed illegi�mate or 
contrary to department or agency policy and asked to be repaid in 
financial year 2023/243 to date? What that amount actually repaid, 
in full? If no, what amount was le� unpaid?  
 
i. Are any credit cards currently on issue connected to rewards 
schemes? Do staff receive any personal benefit as a result of those 
reward schemes?  
 
j. Please provide a copy of the department or agency's staff credit 
card policy.  
 
k. Please denote any changes to this policy that have been made 
since February 2023 

SQ23-
002671 

Professional 
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Hume 

Total 
expenditur
e on 
promo�ona

22. What was the Department's/agency's total expenditure on 
promo�onal merchandise in financial year 2023/24 to date?   
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Please provide an itemised list of the merchandise purchased with 
costs.   
 
  
 
Please provide examples and photographs of the merchandise 
purchased 

SQ23-
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expenditur
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and 
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2023 - 
Professiona
l Services 
Review 

20. What was the Department's/agency's total expenditure on media 
monitoring services in financial year 2023/24 to date?  
 
  
 
21. What was the Department's/agency's total expenditure on 
adver�sing and informa�on campaigns in financial year 2023/24 to 
date?   
 
  
 
Please provide an itemised list of the campaigns, their purpose, and 
their expected costs. Writen 3/11/2023 
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Travel costs 
for financial 
year 
2023/24 to 

16. Please provide an itemised list of the Secretary's/agency deputy 
head's travel for financial year 2023/24 to date, including costs of 
flights and accommoda�on.  
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2023 - 
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Review 

  
 
17. Please provide an itemised list of each Deputy Secretary's/agency 
head's travel for financial year 2023/24 to date, including costs of 
flights and accommoda�on.  
 
  
 
19. What was the total cost of staff travel for departmental/agency 
employees in financial year 2023/24 to date? 

SQ23-
002667 
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fixtures or 
fi�ngs 
upgraded 
in financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Professiona
l Services 
Review 

15. Were the furniture, fixtures or fi�ngs of the Secretary's/agency 
head's office, or the offices of any Deputy Secretaries/execu�ve 
leadership team members, upgraded in financial year 2023/24 to 
date?   
 
  
 
Please provide an itemised list of costs (GST inclusive). Please 
provide photographs of the works conducted.  
 
  
 
18. Were the facili�es of any of the Departments/agency premises 
upgraded in financial year 2023/24 to date, for example, staff room 
refurbishments, kitchen refurbishments, bathroom refurbishments, 
the purchase of any new fridges, coffee machines, or other kitchen 
equipment?   
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Please provide a detailed descrip�on of the relevant facili�es 
upgraded together with an itemised list of costs (GST inclusive).   
 
  
 
Please provide photographs of the upgraded facili�es. 
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2023 - 
Professiona
l Services 
Review 

13. In rela�on to expenditure on any func�ons or official recep�ons 
etc hosted by the Department or agencies in the por�olio in financial 
year 2023/24 to date, please provide the following:  
 
a. List of func�ons;  
 
b. List of atendees;  
 
c. Func�on venue;  
 
d. Itemised list of costs (GST inclusive);  
 
e. Details of any food served;  
 
f. Details of any wines or champagnes served including brand and 
vintage; and  
 
g. Details of any entertainment provided.  
 
  
 
14. In rela�on to any func�ons or official recep�ons hosted by 
Ministers or Assistant Ministers in the por�olio in financial year 
2023/24 to date, please provide the following:  

Writen 3/11/2023 



266 
 

 
a. List of func�ons;  
 
b. List of atendees;  
 
c. Func�on venue;  
 
d. Itemised list of costs (GST inclusive);  
 
e. Details of any food served;  
 
f. Details of any wines or champagnes served including brand and 
vintage; and  
 
g. Details of any entertainment provided. 
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2022-23 
October 
Budget, 
Savings 
from 
External 
Labour, and 
Savings 
from 
Adver�sing
, Travel and 
Legal 
Expenses - 
Professiona

12. In rela�on to the measure in the 2022-23 October Budget, 
Savings from External Labour, and Savings from Adver�sing, Travel 
and Legal Expenses.   
 
a. What was the value of savings that the Department/agency was 
requested to deliver for the 2022-23 year in aggregate?   
 
  
 
b. Has the Department/agency iden�fied the savings they will make 
across the following areas to achieve this cut:   
 
i. External labour hire   
 
ii. Consultancy  
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iii. Adver�sing campaigns   
 
iv. Travel   
 
v. Legal expenses   
 
  
 
c. Can the Department/agency provide a breakdown of the funding 
reduc�ons they have made in totality, and in each of the above 
areas, and what they relate to?   
 
  
 
d. Has the Department/agency been informed of the cut that will be 
made to their funding in the next financial year, or the rest of the 
forward es�mates?   
 
  
 
e. Can the Department/agency confirm the total new number of 
contracts (ongoing and termina�ng) and total cost of these contracts 
issued on AusTender since 30 June 2022 which relate to the 
following areas:   
 
i. External labour hire   
 
ii. Consultancy  
 
iii. Adver�sing campaigns   
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iv. Travel   
 
v. Legal expenses   
 
   
 
f. Please provide a breakdown of the value of contracts across each 
area and iden�fy the categories on AusTender which are used to 
determine the Departments iden�fica�on of the contracts.   
 
i. Is the Department/agency on track to meet the saving target?   
 
ii. Has the Department/agency sought an exemp�on or alterna�on 
from/to the savings target?   
 
iii. If so, why and was it approved? 
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Review 

11. Please provide a list of all the Commonwealth taskforces of 
which the Department/agency has membership.   
 
  
 
Please specify where there are changes to the list since May 2023. Writen 3/11/2023 
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List of 
membershi
ps for 

10. Please provide a list of all the Commonwealth inter-departmental 
commitees of which the Department/agency has membership.   
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Please specify where there are changes to the list since May 2023. 
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l Services 
Review 

9. Please provide the amount of paper the Department/agency 
sources from Australian producers and from overseas producers.   
 
  
 
Please provide the amount in dollar value on a financial year basis 
for the last five financial years. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002659 

Professional 
Services 
Review 

Jane 
Hume 

New policy 
proposals 
provided to 
por�olio 
Minister 
offices 
since 1 July 
2023 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
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8. How many New Policy Proposals has the Department/agency 
provided to each Minister in its por�olio since 1 July 2023?   
 
  
 
Please provide a list with the number of New Policy Proposals by 
Minister, and the date of the first provided New Policy Proposal. Writen 3/11/2023 
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gency head 
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l Services 
Review 

5. How many mee�ngs has the Secretary/agency head had with the 
Ministers in their por�olio since 1 July 2023?    
 
   
 
Please provide a list with the number of mee�ngs by Minister, and 
the date of the first mee�ng with each Minister.   
 
   
 
6. How many mee�ngs has the Secretary/agency head had with any 
Ministers not in their por�olio since 1 July 2023?   
 
   
 
Please provide a list with the number of mee�ngs by Minister, and 
the date of the first mee�ng with each Minister. Writen 3/11/2023 
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Professiona

3. How many Departmental Liaison Officers have been allocated to 
each Minister in the por�olio?   
 
  
 
Please provide a list that outlines the level of the member of the 
department, the Minister they have been allocated to, and the �me 
they have been allocated to the Minister.  
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Please denote any change in this alloca�on since May 2023.    
 
  
 
4. How many staff have been provided to Ministers offices not in a 
capacity as a Departmental Liaison Officer?  
 
  
 
Please provide a list that outlines the level of the member of the 
department, the Minister they have been allocated to, and the �me 
they have been allocated to the Minister.  
 
  
 
Please denote any change in this alloca�on since May 2023. 
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2. Since 1 July 2023, has the Department provided any hospitality in 
Ministers' offices?  
 
  
 
Please specify the date, itemised cost, purpose, and atendees for 
the hospitality.  
 
  
 
Since 1 July 2023, have there been any amendments to the 
Department's policy on providing hospitality in the Ministers offices?   
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If so, please provide a copy of the policy and a reference for the 
amendment 

SQ23-
002001 
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and Aged 
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Anne 
Ruston 

Departmen
t of Health 
and Aged 
Care 
atendance 
and role at 
the Garma 
Fes�val of 
Tradi�onal 
Cultures in 
the 
Northern 
Territory 

Senator RUSTON: Did any representa�ves of the Department of 
Health and Aged Care atend the recent Garma Fes�val of Tradi�onal 
Cultures in the Northern Territory? 
Ms Shakespeare: Yes. 
Senator RUSTON: Could you provide the APS classifica�on and job 
descrip�on of each person who atended the fes�val? 
Ms Shakespeare: As far as I am aware, I am the only person who 
atended the Garma Fes�val on behalf of the department. Others 
may have atended, but not as representa�ves of the department. 
Senator RUSTON: I have no interest in those who atended in their 
own private capacity. If you can table a descrip�on of the role you 
played as the representa�ve of the Department of Health and Aged 
Care and any costs associated with your visit, that would be great. 21 

26/10/202
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Uptakes 
and 
Funding 

1. Does the Government know why 50,000 of the 130,000 people 
living with Type 1 diabetes and eligible for beter health outcomes 
using breakthrough CGM technology are yet to upgrade from BGM? 
2. Given anecdotal reports that people living with Type 1 diabetes 
are unaware of subsidised CGM access, will the Government ini�ate 
programs to generate beter T1 CGM awareness and uptake? 
3. For the CGM Ini�a�ve, what is the total amount of NDSS dollars 
spent versus the amount appropriated in the Federal Budget for 
2022-23? 
4. Given that 50,000 people living with Type 1 diabetes are yet to get 
access to CGM, how will the unused budget from reduced uptakes 
be re-invested back into the NDSS? 
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5. What are the forecasted uptakes and corresponding CGM 
Ini�a�ve budgets over the forward es�mates? 

SQ23-
002140 

Department 
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Care 

Anne 
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Equitable 
CGM 
access for 
people 
with Type 2 
diabetes 

1. Despite many comparable countries, including Japan, Canada and 
France, already providing broader CGM subsidy for people living with 
type 2 diabetes on insulin due to beter and cost-effec�ve health 
outcomes, why is the Government ac�vely blocking MSAC 
applica�ons from CGM suppliers to evaluate T2 access? 
2. The Department noted that two applica�ons from sponsors were 
received on 24 November 2022 and 24 March 2023 and that these 
are not proceeding because ''the CGM Review will be finalised 
before considering further expansion of CGM funding arrangements 
under the NDSS.'' 
a. Who made this decision? 
b. Why can't the two applica�ons be considered at the same �me? 
3. Given these delays, when will the Australians living with insulin 
requiring type 2 diabetes realis�cally get access to CGM technology 
similar to current people who have Type 1 diabetes who require 
insulin? Shouldn't the Government be streamlining these CGM 
expansion considera�ons given Australia is lagging behind many 
developed countries that now subsidise for not only T1's but also 
T2's? 
4. Are there any other MSAC applica�ons that have been lodged and 
subsequently blocked from proceeded due to advice from the 
Minister for Health & Aged Care? 
a. Has any reason been given for the blocking of these applica�ons? 
5. Can the Department guarantee that applica�ons for Type 2 CGM 
subsidies are being allowed to proceed? 
6. 
Given these delays, when will Australians living with insulin requiring 
type 2 diabetes realis�cally get access to breakthrough CGM 
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technology similar to current people who have Type 1 diabetes who 
require insulin? 

SQ23-
002037 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Larissa 
Waters 

Health 
Impacts 
from 
Rubbish 
�ps 

Senator WATERS: Thanks, Chair. I have one final ques�on in the two 
minutes I've got le�. Was the previous government aware of this 
issue? Was any advice sought about the scope of the contract terms 
by the relevant minister in the previous government? If you have to 
take that on no�ce, so be it. 
Senator Gallagher: I think the only appropriate way to deal with that, 
rather than go and examine previous administra�ons, is to give you 
an answer about the �me or the date that the department became 
aware it was an issue. 
Senator WATERS: Okay, sure. I think we know that was last week. If it 
is wrong, let me know. Lastly, from me, on a completely different 
issue, I'm in south-east Queensland. I'm not far from Ipswich, where 
there are some really poor health impacts on locals from a rubbish 
dump that is causing asthma, sinus, bronchi�s, rashes and sore 
throats. Do you know if there's any role that the federal department 
or minister can play in that scenario? Is the minister or the 
department aware of these issues in Ipswich? 
Mr Comley: I will ask Professor Kelly to answer this. 
Prof. Kelly: Thank you for the ques�on, Senator. Environmental 
hazards fall under my purview. That's the first I've heard of that, so 
I'm happy to hear more from you or elsewhere. I'll follow it up with 
Queensland colleagues. Ul�mately, it would be a local mater for 
either Queensland Health or their environmental protec�on agency 
in Queensland-I'm not quite sure where it sits within the Queensland 
government-and/or local council. I will certainly follow that up. I'm 
happy to receive any other informa�on you have. 
Senator WATERS: Thank you. Just for clarity's sake, is there any scope 
for federal involvement? 
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Prof. Kelly: Well, certainly if there's an issue that is causing public 
health concern, we would be working through and with our 
Queensland colleagues. If it became something that was more 
generalised to other similar places, of course we would take quite an 
interest in that and work out whether that's actually a thing that is 
an emerging issue in environmental health. 
Senator WATERS: Thanks. 
CHAIR: I need to share the call around 
Senator WATERS: Can you take on no�ce for me whether you have 
had health impacts from rubbish �ps and other local waste facili�es 
emerge in other areas? If so, is that already on your radar? 

SQ23-
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Department 
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Rennick 

COVID-19 
vaccina�on
s and death 
rates 

1. Actual deaths jumped from 162,666 in 2020 to 172,039 in 2021, a 
jump of almost 10,000 people. This increase occurred from May 
2021 onwards, one month a�er the vaccine rollout began. Given 
popula�on was rela�vely stable in 2021, and there was very litle 
Covid in the community (i.e. only an extra 300 deaths in 2021 over 
2020), what was the reason for the increase in deaths throughout 
2021? 
See Deaths by month of occurrence at the botom of the link. 
htps://www.abs.gov.au/sta�s�cs/health/causes-death/provisional-
mortality-sta�s�cs/latest-release 
 
2. In rela�ve terms, actual deaths jumped more in Queensland and 
Western Australia throughout 2021 than NSW and Victoria which 
were locked down. Does the Health Department agree that 
lockdowns reduce the death rate in the short term as it did in 2020, 
and if so, does it agree that lockdowns did not contribute to excess 
deaths especially in QLD and WA which were not locked down in 
2021? 
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3. ''Although both categories, U07.1 (COVID-19, virus iden�fied) and 
U07.2 (COVID-19, virus not iden�fied) are suitable for cause of death 
coding, it is recognized that in many countries detail as to the 
laboratory confirma�on of COVID-19 will NOT be reported on the 
death cer�ficate. In the absence of this detail, it is recommended, for 
mortality purposes only, to code COVID-19 provisionally to U07.1 
unless it is stated as ''probable'' or ''suspected''.'' 
 
htps://cdn.who.int/media/docs/default-
source/classifica�on/icd/covid-19/guidelines-cause-of-death-covid-
19-20200420-en.pdf?sfvrsn=35fdd864_2&download=true 
 
Why did the World Health Organisa�on lower the threshold for 
coding Covid deaths as per page 8? Isn't this misleading and 
overcoun�ng Covid? 

SQ23-
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Department 
of Health 
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Care 
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Babet 
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the 
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Sta�s�cs in 
2021 

1. Monitoring excess deaths reported in the Provisional Mortality 
Sta�s�cs in 2021 
On 24th June 2020 the Australian Bureau of Sta�s�cs published its 
first release of the Provisional Mortality Sta�s�cs series, which 
included comparison of actual deaths data with expected deaths 
data. Un�l the release on 19th July 2023 of the now ‘official' method 
of measuring excess deaths, the provisional mortality sta�s�cs 
provided the main publicly available measure of excess deaths. As 
Australia went through 2021, with minimal COVID-19 deaths for 
most of that year, the Provisional Mortality Sta�s�cs showed a 
consistent patern of excess deaths at a level higher than the range 
of the five years before the pandemic (2015-2019). This occurred for 
many consecu�ve weeks during the Spring and the Autumn of 2021.  
1.1. What, if any, monitoring system had the Department of Health 
put in place prior to or during 2021 to trigger some form of ac�on, in 
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the event that the ABS sta�s�cs were showing such levels of excess 
deaths for a number of consecu�ve weeks and when was this put in 
place? 
1.2. What ac�ons were planned in the event of excess deaths 
occurring over a number of consecu�ve weeks? 
1.3. During 2021, did the Department of Health at any �me consider 
the possibility that deaths from the new vaccines made by Pfizer, 
Moderna, and Astra Zeneca might be a contributor to excess 
mortality, no�ng that some of these vaccines employed an approach 
to vaccina�on never used in Australia before, that enlists the body's 
own cells to manufacture the spike protein of the virus in unknown 
amounts. 
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001964 

Department 
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Malcol
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Professor 
McCartney 
and conflict 
of interest 

Senator ROBERTS: Let's move on. My interest here is possible 
conflicts of interest. Minister, you had the same person, Professor 
McCartney, as chair of all these bodies-the ones I went through 
before that ques�on. Should the person who promotes new vaccines 
be a different person to the one looking for harms caused by the 
vaccine? You seem to set up Professor McCartney as some sort of 
vaccine queen. Is it correct that Professor McCartney has received 
$65 million in research grants over the last five or so years? If so, 
what were those research grants for? What body of work did those 
grants produce, if anything? Could I have that on no�ce? 
Senator Gallagher: I think Professor Kelly might be able to answer 
some of that. 
Prof. Kelly: I can answer that. 
Senator Gallagher: Can I just say as a general rule that I do think it's 
unfortunate that individuals are named in this way with no right of 
reply in the context that you are raising this. I will put that on the 
record. 
Prof. Kelly: Professor McCartney is the head of the NCIRS. She is a 
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world-recognised expert in immunology and infec�ous diseases. She 
is a paediatrician who works at Westmead Hospital. She has mul�ple 
hats. She is part of an advisory group for the minister. 
Senator ROBERTS: Excuse me, Professor Kelly. I'm not interested in 
her qualifica�ons. I want to know her 
research grants. 
Senator Gallagher: I think it's deeply relevant to the aspersions that 
you seem to having about her. 
Senator ROBERTS: I want to know her research grants- 
Senator Gallagher: And her role. 
Senator ROBERTS: I want to know her research grants and how much 
money she has received. 
Prof. Kelly: I will finish, Senator. She is, as you've said, the chair of an 
advisory commitee to the TGA. It does not make decisions. She is a 
member of ATAGI, which is an advisory group for the minister and 
does not make decisions. In terms of research grants, we have the 
NHMRC, but they might need to take that on no�ce. She probably 
has other sources of funds. I can't talk to the $65 million. 
Senator ROBERTS: Can I get the answers on no�ce, please? 
Prof. Kelly: We can take that on no�ce, yes. 
Senator ROBERTS: I want a list of the $65 million in research grants 
over the last five years 
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16. In regards to horizon scanning, does this rou�nely occur in 
Australia already – either na�onally or by or with state jurisdic�ons? 
17. Do Collabora�ng partners engage with industry about horizon 
scanning? 
18. Does the Collabora�on seek guidance/collabora�on with leading 
interna�onal HTA bodies like HTA Interna�onal? 
19. What work are you hoping to share as part of this collabora�on? 
20. Do you propose to develop a Reliance framework like the 
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horizon 
scanning 

Regulatory regime for therapeu�c goods and the work of the 
IMDRF? If so, how do you take account of the differences in funding 
across each collabora�ng agency's health system? 
21. What informa�on sharing is being proposed by this Interna�onal 
HTA collabora�on? For example, will individual sponsors pricing 
informa�on be shared with Partner Organisa�ons? 
22. Have any informa�on sharing arrangements and or service level 
arrangements been entered into as of October 2023? 
23. The principals of this collabora�on is ''open and transparent, 
with all Partner Organisa�ons sharing informa�on to inform good 
decision-making and to minimise risk''. Yet when it comes to the 
Australian taxpayer it appears the Department of Health is willing to 
share no informa�on with the public about what informa�on has or 
will be shared with other Partners. 

SQ23-
002643 

Office of the 
National 
Rural Health 
Commissione
r 

Jane 
Hume 

Ten largest 
es�mate 
varia�ons 
in the most 
recent 
financial 
year - 
Office of 
the 
Na�onal 
Rural 
Health 
Commissio
ner 

36. For the por�olio, please provide a list of the ten largest es�mate 
varia�ons in the most recent financial year. Writen 3/11/2023 
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SQ23-
002630 

Office of the 
National 
Rural Health 
Commissione
r 

Jane 
Hume 

List of 
membershi
ps for 
Commonw
ealth inter-
departmen
tal 
commitees 
- Office of 
the 
Na�onal 
Rural 
Health 
Commissio
ner 

28. Please provide a list of the interdepartmental commitees that 
the department/agency par�cipates in or provides representa�on to. 
 
Please provide: 
a. the name of the interdepartmental commitee; 
b. a list of the membership; 
c. the date it was established; and 
d. its purpose. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002613 

Office of the 
National 
Rural Health 
Commissione
r 

Jane 
Hume 

2022-23 
October 
Budget, 
Savings 
from 
External 
Labour, and 
Savings 
from 
Adver�sing
, Travel and 
Legal 
Expenses - 
Office of 
the 

12. In rela�on to the measure in the 2022-23 October Budget, 
Savings from External Labour, and Savings from Adver�sing, Travel 
and Legal Expenses.  
a. What was the value of savings that the Department/agency was 
requested to deliver for the 2022-23 year in aggregate?  
 
b. Has the Department/agency iden�fied the savings they will make 
across the following areas to achieve this cut:  
i. External labour hire  
ii. Consultancy 
iii. Adver�sing campaigns  
iv. Travel  
v. Legal expenses  
 
c. Can the Department/agency provide a breakdown of the funding 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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Na�onal 
Rural 
Health 
Commissio
ner 

reduc�ons they have made in totality, and in each of the above 
areas, and what they relate to?  
 
d. Has the Department/agency been informed of the cut that will be 
made to their funding in the next financial year, or the rest of the 
forward es�mates?  
 
e. Can the Department/agency confirm the total new number of 
contracts (ongoing and termina�ng) and total cost of these contracts 
issued on AusTender since 30 June 2022 which relate to the 
following areas:  
i. External labour hire  
ii. Consultancy 
iii. Adver�sing campaigns  
iv. Travel  
v. Legal expenses  
  
f. Please provide a breakdown of the value of contracts across each 
area and iden�fy the categories on AusTender which are used to 
determine the Departments iden�fica�on of the contracts.  
i. Is the Department/agency on track to meet the saving target?  
ii. Has the Department/agency sought an exemp�on or alterna�on 
from/to the savings target?  
iii. If so, why and was it approved? 

SQ23-
002135 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Ralph 
Babet 

Deaths 
from 
COVID-19 
in 20222 

5. Ques�ons for the Department about deaths from COVID-19 in 
2022 
In 2022, the ABS reports that there were 9,859 deaths for which 
COVID-19 (covid) was the underlying cause. 
(htps://www.abs.gov.au/sta�s�cs/health/causes-death/causes-
death-australia/2022) 

Writen 6/11/2023 
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The Australian public was promised that the gene�c covid vaccines 
would protect them from severe disease and death. 
There was also a concern in all three original Public Assessment 
Reports published by the Therapeu�c Goods Administra�on (TGA) 
that there was an ''important poten�al risk'' that the vaccines might 
cause Vaccine-Associated Enhanced Disease (VAED) and Vaccine-
Associated Enhanced Respiratory Disease - in other words that they 
might make people get covid worse. 
Without knowing the covid vaccine history of the 9,859 people who 
died from the disease in 2022 there is no proof that the vaccina�on 
strategy did protect Australians from death or that the vaccines are 
not making people more suscep�ble to death from covid 
5.1. What steps were taken by the Department of Health to record 
and provide this vital informa�on (including requiring states and 
territories to provide it) as we went through the vaccine rollout? 
5.2. When will this informa�on be made publicly available? 

SQ23-
002610 

Office of the 
National 
Rural Health 
Commissione
r 

Jane 
Hume 

Paper 
usage from 
Australian 
producers 
and 
overseas - 
Office of 
the 
Na�onal 
Rural 
Health 
Commissio
ner 

9. Please provide the amount of paper the Department/agency 
sources from Australian producers and from overseas producers.  
 
Please provide the amount in dollar value on a financial year basis 
for the last five financial years. Writen 3/11/2023 
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SQ23-
002248 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Jane 
Hume 

Total 
expenditur
e on media 
monitoring, 
adver�sing 
and 
campaigns 
financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Departmen
t of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

20. What was the Department's/agency's total expenditure on media 
monitoring services in financial year 2023/24 to date? 
 
21. What was the Department's/agency's total expenditure on 
adver�sing and informa�on campaigns in financial year 2023/24 to 
date?  
 
Please provide an itemised list of the campaigns, their purpose, and 
their expected costs. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002486 

Food 
Standards 
Australia 
New Zealand 

Jane 
Hume 

List of 
membershi
ps for 
Commonw
ealth inter-
departmen
tal 
commitees 
- Food 
Standards 
Australia 
New 
Zealand 

10. Please provide a list of all the Commonwealth inter-departmental 
commitees of which the Department/agency has membership.  
 
Please specify where there are changes to the list since May 2023. Writen 3/11/2023 
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SQ23-
002485 

Food 
Standards 
Australia 
New Zealand 

Jane 
Hume 

Paper 
usage from 
Australian 
producers 
and 
overseas - 
Food 
Standards 
Australia 
New 
Zealand 

9. Please provide the amount of paper the Department/agency 
sources from Australian producers and from overseas producers.  
 
Please provide the amount in dollar value on a financial year basis 
for the last five financial years. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002481 

Food 
Standards 
Australia 
New Zealand 

Jane 
Hume 

Hospitality 
provided to 
por�olio 
Ministers' 
offices 
since 1 July 
2023 to 26 
October 
2023 - Food 
Standards 
Australia 
New 
Zealand 

2. Since 1 July 2023, has the Department provided any hospitality in 
Ministers' offices? 
 
Please specify the date, itemised cost, purpose, and atendees for 
the hospitality. 
 
Since 1 July 2023, have there been any amendments to the 
Department's policy on providing hospitality in the Ministers offices?  
 
If so, please provide a copy of the policy and a reference for the 
amendment Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002779 

Australian 
Organ and 
Tissue 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

Solicited or 
encouraged 
dona�ons 
to the YES 
Campaign - 

40. It was reported in the The Age and Sydney Morning Herald by 
journalists Richard Baker, Nick McKenzie and Hannah Bowers that Mr 
Richard Prat said that he had donated $1 million to the Voice 
referendum's Yes campaign because he had fielded a request to do 
so from a senior adviser to Prime Minister Anthony Albanese.   

Writen 3/11/2023 
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Australian 
Organ and 
Tissue 
Authority 

 
a. Have any personal staff in the Office of the Minister solicited or 
encouraged dona�ons to the YES Campaign prior to or during the 
course of the referendum campaign?  
 
b. Have any personal staff in the Office of the Minister solicited or 
encouraged dona�ons to the YES Campaign on the basis of policy 
decisions? 

SQ23-
002777 

Australian 
Organ and 
Tissue 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

ChatGPT on 
internal 
networks - 
Australian 
Organ and 
Tissue 
Authority 

39. Does the department/agency allow for the use of ChatGPT on 
the internal network?   
 
  
 
If so, what risk management and governance mechanisms are in 
place to protect government data?   
 
a. Please provide the department/agency policy on use of ar�ficial 
intelligence. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002776 

Australian 
Organ and 
Tissue 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

Flexible 
work 
arrangeme
nt - 
Australian 
Organ and 
Tissue 
Authority 

38. How many staff have a flexible work arrangement in place that 
enables them to work from home?   
 
a. Please provide a breakdown including;  
 
i. The propor�on of staff who work from home one day a week?   
 
ii. The propor�on of staff who work from home two days a week?   
 
iii. The propor�on of staff who work from home three days a week?   
 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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iv. The propor�on of staff who work from home four days a week?   
 
v. The propor�on of staff who work from home five days a week?   
 
b. What is the annual cost of ren�ng out office space for employees?  
 
c. Please provide a copy of the department/agency's work from 
home policy. 

SQ23-
002735 

Sport 
Integrity 
Australia 

Jane 
Hume 

Solicited or 
encouraged 
dona�ons 
to the YES 
Campaign - 
Sport 
Integrity 
Australia 

40. It was reported in the The Age and Sydney Morning Herald by 
journalists Richard Baker, Nick McKenzie and Hannah Bowers that Mr 
Richard Prat said that he had donated $1 million to the Voice 
referendum's Yes campaign because he had fielded a request to do 
so from a senior adviser to Prime Minister Anthony Albanese.   
 
a. Have any personal staff in the Office of the Minister solicited or 
encouraged dona�ons to the YES Campaign prior to or during the 
course of the referendum campaign?  
 
b. Have any personal staff in the Office of the Minister solicited or 
encouraged dona�ons to the YES Campaign on the basis of policy 
decisions? Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002734 

Sport 
Integrity 
Australia 

Jane 
Hume 

ChatGPT on 
internal 
networks - 
Sport 
Integrity 
Australia 

39. Does the department/agency allow for the use of ChatGPT on 
the internal network?   
 
  
 
If so, what risk management and governance mechanisms are in 
place to protect government data?   
 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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a. Please provide the department/agency policy on use of ar�ficial 
intelligence. 

SQ23-
002732 

Sport 
Integrity 
Australia 

Jane 
Hume 

Flexible 
work 
arrangeme
nt - Sport 
Integrity 
Australia 

38. How many staff have a flexible work arrangement in place that 
enables them to work from home?   
 
a. Please provide a breakdown including;  
 
i. The propor�on of staff who work from home one day a week?   
 
ii. The propor�on of staff who work from home two days a week?   
 
iii. The propor�on of staff who work from home three days a week?   
 
iv. The propor�on of staff who work from home four days a week?   
 
v. The propor�on of staff who work from home five days a week?   
 
b. What is the annual cost of ren�ng out office space for employees?  
 
c. Please provide a copy of the department/agency's work from 
home policy. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002731 

Sport 
Integrity 
Australia 

Jane 
Hume 

Ten largest 
movements 
of funds in 
the most 
recent 
financial 
year - Sport 

37. For the por�olio, please provide a list of the ten largest 
movements of funds in the most recent financial year, including a 
profile of the forward es�mates for the impact of the movement. Writen 3/11/2023 
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Integrity 
Australia 

SQ23-
002729 

Sport 
Integrity 
Australia 

Jane 
Hume 

Ten largest 
es�mate 
varia�ons 
in the most 
recent 
financial 
year - Sport 
Integrity 
Australia 

36. For the por�olio, please provide a list of the ten largest es�mate 
varia�ons in the most recent financial year. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002728 

Sport 
Integrity 
Australia 

Jane 
Hume 

Freedom of 
informa�on 
applica�on
s has the 
Ministers 
office 
received 
since 1 July 
2023 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Sport 
Integrity 
Australia 

35. How many freedom of informa�on applica�ons have been 
received by the Minister's office since 1 July 2023?  
 
Please provide a breakdown including;  
 
a. the number of applica�ons by Minister,  
 
i. the number of applica�ons that are yet to be decided;  
 
ii. the number of applica�ons refused; and  
 
iii. the number of applica�ons overdue, including the number of days 
overdue. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002726 

Sport 
Integrity 
Australia 

Jane 
Hume 

Freedom of 
informa�on 
applica�on
s has the 

34. How many freedom of informa�on applica�ons has the 
department/agency received since 1 July 2023?  
 
Please provide a breakdown of the number including;  

Writen 3/11/2023 
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departmen
t/agency 
received 
since 1 July 
202 to 23 
October 
2023 - 
Sport 
Integrity 
Australia 

 
a. the number of applica�ons withdrawn;  
 
b. the number of applica�ons refused under sec�on 34 of the 
Freedom of Informa�on Act 1982;  
 
c. the number of applica�ons refused under sec�on 24 of the 
Freedom of Informa�on Act 1982;  
 
d. the number of applica�ons refused under sec�on 24A of the 
Freedom of Informa�on Act 1982;  
 
e. the number of applica�ons subject to internal review;  
 
f. the number of applica�ons subject to review by the OAIC;  
 
g. the number of applica�ons subject to review by the AAT;  
 
h. the number of applica�ons subject to review by the Federal Court; 
and  
 
i. the number of applica�ons where the original decision has been 
overturned. 

SQ23-
002725 

Sport 
Integrity 
Australia 

Jane 
Hume 

Provision of 
market 
research to 
any 
Ministers 
Office in 
rela�on to 

33. Has the department/agency provided any Minister's office with 
market research conducted in rela�on to a   
 
commonwealth Informa�on and Adver�sing Campaign?  
 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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a 
Commonw
ealth 
Informa�on 
and 
Adver�sing 
Campaign - 
Sport 
Integrity 
Australia 

Please provide a list of the Ministers and the date on which they 
were provided the research. 

SQ23-
002723 

Sport 
Integrity 
Australia 

Jane 
Hume 

Current ASL 
allocated to 
the 
departmen
t/agency as 
at 1 July 
2023 - 
Sport 
Integrity 
Australia 

32. Please provide the number of current ASL allocated to the 
department/agency as at 1 July 2023.  
 
  
 
Please provide:   
 
a. Total number of ASL;   
 
b. Total number of FTE by APS classifica�on;  
 
c. the number of ASL allocated to each outcome for which the 
department/agency is responsible; and  
 
d. the number of FTE, by classifica�on, allocated to each outcome for 
which the department/agency is responsible; and  
 
e. The number of FTE posi�ons that are not currently filled, broken 
down by classifica�on. Writen 3/11/2023 
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SQ23-
002722 

Sport 
Integrity 
Australia 

Jane 
Hume 

Requests 
from 
por�olio 
Minister's 
offices 
seeking 
data or 
informa�on 
by 
electorate 
since 1 July 
2023to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Sport 
Integrity 
Australia 

31. Since 1 July 2023, has the department / agency ever received a 
request from a por�olio minister's office seeking data or informa�on 
separated out by electorate?   
 
a. Please provide a list of all requests, including any �meframe 
provided for a response, whether a response was provided, and the 
context of the request if provided.   
 
b. Please provide a copy of all responses to the request. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002720 

Sport 
Integrity 
Australia 

Jane 
Hume 

New 
en��es 
created, 
wound up, 
amalgamat
ed, ceased 
or 
disbanded 
since May 
2022 - 
Sport 

29. How many new en��es (including advisory boards and agencies) 
have been created within the por�olio since May 2022?   
 
Please list each en�ty, its purpose, and the date it was created.  
 
  
 
30. How many new en��es (including advisory boards and agencies) 
have been wound up, amalgamated, ceased or disbanded since May 
2022?  
 

Writen 3/11/2023 



292 
 

Integrity 
Australia 

Please list each en�ty, its purpose, and the date it was wound up, 
amalgamated, ceased, or disbanded. 

SQ23-
002719 

Sport 
Integrity 
Australia 

Jane 
Hume 

List of 
membershi
ps for 
Commonw
ealth inter-
departmen
tal 
commitees 
- Sport 
Integrity 
Australia 

28. Please provide a list of the interdepartmental commitees that 
the department/agency par�cipates in or provides representa�on to.  
 
  
 
Please provide:  
 
a. the name of the interdepartmental commitee;  
 
b. a list of the membership;  
 
c. the date it was established; and  
 
d. its purpose. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002718 

Sport 
Integrity 
Australia 

Jane 
Hume 

Current 
reviews 
and 
completed 
reviews 
since 1 July 
2022 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Sport 
Integrity 
Australia 

26. Please provide a list of the number of reviews that the 
department/agency is currently conduc�ng.   
 
Please provide:  
 
a. the name of the review;  
 
b. the purpose of the review;  
 
c. the name or names of the reviewer(s);  
 
d. the remunera�on for each of the reviewer(s);  
 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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e. the budgeted cost of the review;  
 
f. the amount spent to date; and  
 
g. the date the review is due to be completed.  
 
  
 
27. Please provide a list of the number of reviews that the 
department/agency has completed since 1 July 2022.   
 
Please provide:   
 
a. the name of the review;  
 
b. the purpose of the review;  
 
c. the name or names of the reviewer(s);  
 
d. the remunera�on for each of the reviewer(s);  
 
e. the budgeted cost of the review;  
 
f. the amount spent;  
 
g. the date the review was due to be completed;  
 
h. the date the review was completed;  
 
i. the date the review was provided to the Department;  
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j. the date the review was provided to the Minister; and  
 
k. the date the review was provided to the Minister's office. 

SQ23-
002716 

Sport 
Integrity 
Australia 

Jane 
Hume 

Comcare 
and Fair 
Work 
Commissio
n referrals 
and claims 
in current 
financial 
year to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Sport 
Integrity 
Australia 

24. In rela�on to department/agency:  
 
a. In the current financial year to date, how many maters have been 
referred to Comcare?  
 
b. Of those claims referred to Comcare, redac�ng confiden�al 
informa�on, advise in which division the claimant works or worked 
and the circumstances surrounding the claim.  
 
c. What has the Department/agency learned from past Comcare 
claims?  
 
d. Of those employees who submited a Comcare claim, how many 
returned to work a�er a period of absence?  
 
  
 
25. In rela�on to the department/agency:  
 
a. In the current financial year to date, how many maters have been 
referred to the Fair Work Commission?  
 
b. Of those maters referred to either, please provide a 
comprehensive account of the circumstances, redac�ng confiden�al 
informa�on, including in which division the employee is or was 
employed, the nature of the complaint and the nature of the 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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determina�on of the Fair Work Commission, Fair Work Ombudsman 
and/or conciliator. 

SQ23-
002715 

Sport 
Integrity 
Australia 

Jane 
Hume 

Use of 
departmen
tal/agency 
credit cards 
in financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Sport 
Integrity 
Australia 

In rela�on to departmental use of credit cards:  
 
a. How many credit cards are currently on issue for department or 
agency staff?  
 
b. What was the value of the largest reported purchase on a credit 
card in financial year 2023/24 to date and what was it for?  
 
c. How much interest was paid on amounts outstanding from credit 
cards in financial year 2023/24 to date?  
 
d. How much was paid in late fees on amounts outstanding from 
credit cards in financial year 2023/24 to date?  
 
e. What was the largest amount outstanding on a single card at the 
end of a payment period in financial year 2023/24 to date?  
 
f. How many credit cards were reported as lost or stolen in financial 
year 2023/24 to date and what was the cost of their replacement?    
 
g. How many credit card purchases were deemed to be illegi�mate 
or contrary to department or agency policy in financial year 2023/24 
to date? What was the total value of those purchases? How many 
purchases were asked to be repaid on that basis in financial year 
2023/24 to date and what was the total value thereof? Were all 
those amounts actually repaid? If no, how many were not repaid, 
and what was the total value thereof?  
 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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h. What was the largest purchase that was deemed illegi�mate or 
contrary to department or agency policy and asked to be repaid in 
financial year 2023/243 to date? What that amount actually repaid, 
in full? If no, what amount was le� unpaid?  
 
i. Are any credit cards currently on issue connected to rewards 
schemes? Do staff receive any personal benefit as a result of those 
reward schemes?  
 
j. Please provide a copy of the department or agency's staff credit 
card policy.  
 
k. Please denote any changes to this policy that have been made 
since February 2023 

SQ23-
002713 

Sport 
Integrity 
Australia 

Jane 
Hume 

Total 
expenditur
e on 
promo�ona
l 
merchandis
e in 
financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
date - Sport 
Integrity 
Australia 

22. What was the Department's/agency's total expenditure on 
promo�onal merchandise in financial year 2023/24 to date?   
 
  
 
Please provide an itemised list of the merchandise purchased with 
costs.   
 
  
 
Please provide examples and photographs of the merchandise 
purchased Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002712 

Sport 
Integrity 
Australia 

Jane 
Hume 

Total 
expenditur

20. What was the Department's/agency's total expenditure on media 
monitoring services in financial year 2023/24 to date?  

Writen 3/11/2023 
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e on media 
monitoring, 
adver�sing 
and 
campaigns 
financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Sport 
Integrity 
Australia 

 
  
 
21. What was the Department's/agency's total expenditure on 
adver�sing and informa�on campaigns in financial year 2023/24 to 
date?   
 
  
 
Please provide an itemised list of the campaigns, their purpose, and 
their expected costs. 

SQ23-
002710 

Sport 
Integrity 
Australia 

Jane 
Hume 

Travel costs 
for financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Sport 
Integrity 
Australia 

16. Please provide an itemised list of the Secretary's/agency deputy 
head's travel for financial year 2023/24 to date, including costs of 
flights and accommoda�on.  
 
  
 
17. Please provide an itemised list of each Deputy Secretary's/agency 
head's travel for financial year 2023/24 to date, including costs of 
flights and accommoda�on.  
 
  
 
19. What was the total cost of staff travel for departmental/agency 
employees in financial year 2023/24 to date? Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002709 

Sport 
Integrity 
Australia 

Jane 
Hume 

Furniture, 
fixtures or 

15. Were the furniture, fixtures or fi�ngs of the Secretary's/agency 
head's office, or the offices of any Deputy Secretaries/execu�ve 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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fi�ngs 
upgraded 
in financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Sport 
Integrity 
Australia 

leadership team members, upgraded in financial year 2023/24 to 
date?   
 
  
 
Please provide an itemised list of costs (GST inclusive). Please 
provide photographs of the works conducted.  
 
  
 
18. Were the facili�es of any of the Departments/agency premises 
upgraded in financial year 2023/24 to date, for example, staff room 
refurbishments, kitchen refurbishments, bathroom refurbishments, 
the purchase of any new fridges, coffee machines, or other kitchen 
equipment?   
 
  
 
Please provide a detailed descrip�on of the relevant facili�es 
upgraded together with an itemised list of costs (GST inclusive).   
 
  
 
Please provide photographs of the upgraded facili�es. 

SQ23-
002708 

Sport 
Integrity 
Australia 

Jane 
Hume 

Expenditur
e on any 
func�ons 
or official 
recep�ons 
(etc) 

13. In rela�on to expenditure on any func�ons or official recep�ons 
etc hosted by the Department or agencies in the por�olio in financial 
year 2023/24 to date, please provide the following:  
 
a. List of func�ons;  
 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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hosted by 
the 
Departmen
t/Agency or 
Ministers/A
ssistant 
Ministers in 
financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Sport 
Integrity 
Australia 

b. List of atendees;  
 
c. Func�on venue;  
 
d. Itemised list of costs (GST inclusive);  
 
e. Details of any food served;  
 
f. Details of any wines or champagnes served including brand and 
vintage; and  
 
g. Details of any entertainment provided.  
 
  
 
14. In rela�on to any func�ons or official recep�ons hosted by 
Ministers or Assistant Ministers in the por�olio in financial year 
2023/24 to date, please provide the following:  
 
a. List of func�ons;  
 
b. List of atendees;  
 
c. Func�on venue;  
 
d. Itemised list of costs (GST inclusive);  
 
e. Details of any food served;  
 
f. Details of any wines or champagnes served including brand and 
vintage; and  
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g. Details of any entertainment provided. 

SQ23-
002706 

Sport 
Integrity 
Australia 

Jane 
Hume 

2022-23 
October 
Budget, 
Savings 
from 
External 
Labour, and 
Savings 
from 
Adver�sing
, Travel and 
Legal 
Expenses - 
Sport 
Integrity 
Australia 

12. In rela�on to the measure in the 2022-23 October Budget, 
Savings from External Labour, and Savings from Adver�sing, Travel 
and Legal Expenses.   
 
a. What was the value of savings that the Department/agency was 
requested to deliver for the 2022-23 year in aggregate?   
 
  
 
b. Has the Department/agency iden�fied the savings they will make 
across the following areas to achieve this cut:   
 
i. External labour hire   
 
ii. Consultancy  
 
iii. Adver�sing campaigns   
 
iv. Travel   
 
v. Legal expenses   
 
  
 
c. Can the Department/agency provide a breakdown of the funding 
reduc�ons they have made in totality, and in each of the above 
areas, and what they relate to?   
 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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d. Has the Department/agency been informed of the cut that will be 
made to their funding in the next financial year, or the rest of the 
forward es�mates?   
 
  
 
e. Can the Department/agency confirm the total new number of 
contracts (ongoing and termina�ng) and total cost of these contracts 
issued on AusTender since 30 June 2022 which relate to the 
following areas:   
 
i. External labour hire   
 
ii. Consultancy  
 
iii. Adver�sing campaigns   
 
iv. Travel   
 
v. Legal expenses   
 
   
 
f. Please provide a breakdown of the value of contracts across each 
area and iden�fy the categories on AusTender which are used to 
determine the Departments iden�fica�on of the contracts.   
 
i. Is the Department/agency on track to meet the saving target?   
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ii. Has the Department/agency sought an exemp�on or alterna�on 
from/to the savings target?   
 
iii. If so, why and was it approved? 

SQ23-
002705 

Sport 
Integrity 
Australia 

Jane 
Hume 

List of 
membershi
ps for 
Commonw
ealth 
taskforces - 
Sport 
Integrity 
Australia 

11. Please provide a list of all the Commonwealth taskforces of 
which the Department/agency has membership.   
 
  
 
Please specify where there are changes to the list since May 2023. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002703 

Sport 
Integrity 
Australia 

Jane 
Hume 

List of 
membershi
ps for 
Commonw
ealth inter-
departmen
tal 
commitees 
- Sport 
Integrity 
Australia 

10. Please provide a list of all the Commonwealth inter-departmental 
commitees of which the Department/agency has membership.   
 
  
 
Please specify where there are changes to the list since May 2023. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002536 

Food 
Standards 
Australia 
New Zealand 

Jane 
Hume 

ChatGPT on 
internal 
networks - 
Food 
Standards 

39. Does the department/agency allow for the use of ChatGPT on 
the internal network?  
 
If so, what risk management and governance mechanisms are in 
place to protect government data?  

Writen 3/11/2023 
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Australia 
New 
Zealand 

a. Please provide the department/agency policy on use of ar�ficial 
intelligence. 

SQ23-
002477 

Food 
Standards 
Australia 
New Zealand 

Jane 
Hume 

Provision 
and 
turnaround 
of 
Ministerial 
Briefs since 
1 July 2023 
to 26 
October 
2023 - Food 
Standards 
Australia 
New 
Zealand 

1. Since 1 July 2023, has the Department/Agency been provided with 
advice or a direc�on on a minimum turnaround �me for 
considera�on of briefs by the Minister?  
 
If so, when was this advice provided to the Department? 
Please provide the minimum turnaround requirement.  
 
If there has been a change in a previously set minimum turnaround 
requirement, please provide: 
a. the previous turnaround requirement; and the date the change 
was requested.  
 
7. How many briefs has the Department/agency provided to each 
Minister in its por�olio? Please provide a list with the number of 
briefs for each Minister, and the date of the first provided brief.  
 
How many briefs have been returned to the Department for redra�? 
Please provide a list with the number of briefs for each Minister, and 
the dates of the return of briefs to the Department. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002702 

Sport 
Integrity 
Australia 

Jane 
Hume 

Paper 
usage from 
Australian 
producers 
and 
overseas - 
Sport 

9. Please provide the amount of paper the Department/agency 
sources from Australian producers and from overseas producers.   
 
  
 
Please provide the amount in dollar value on a financial year basis 
for the last five financial years. Writen 3/11/2023 
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Integrity 
Australia 

SQ23-
002701 

Sport 
Integrity 
Australia 

Jane 
Hume 

New policy 
proposals 
provided to 
por�olio 
Minister 
offices 
since 1 July 
2023 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Sport 
Integrity 
Australia 

8. How many New Policy Proposals has the Department/agency 
provided to each Minister in its por�olio since 1 July 2023?   
 
  
 
Please provide a list with the number of New Policy Proposals by 
Minister, and the date of the first provided New Policy Proposal. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002699 

Sport 
Integrity 
Australia 

Jane 
Hume 

Mee�ngs 
between 
Secretary/A
gency head 
with 
Ministers - 
Sport 
Integrity 
Australia 

5. How many mee�ngs has the Secretary/agency head had with the 
Ministers in their por�olio since 1 July 2023?    
 
   
 
Please provide a list with the number of mee�ngs by Minister, and 
the date of the first mee�ng with each Minister.   
 
   
 
6. How many mee�ngs has the Secretary/agency head had with any 
Ministers not in their por�olio since 1 July 2023?   
 
   

Writen 3/11/2023 
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Please provide a list with the number of mee�ngs by Minister, and 
the date of the first mee�ng with each Minister. 

SQ23-
002698 

Sport 
Integrity 
Australia 

Jane 
Hume 

Departmen
tal staff and 
Departmen
tal Liaison 
Officer's 
allocated to 
por�olio 
Ministers' 
offices - 
Sport 
Integrity 
Australia 

3. How many Departmental Liaison Officers have been allocated to 
each Minister in the por�olio?   
 
  
 
Please provide a list that outlines the level of the member of the 
department, the Minister they have been allocated to, and the �me 
they have been allocated to the Minister.  
 
  
 
Please denote any change in this alloca�on since May 2023.    
 
  
 
4. How many staff have been provided to Ministers offices not in a 
capacity as a Departmental Liaison Officer?  
 
  
 
Please provide a list that outlines the level of the member of the 
department, the Minister they have been allocated to, and the �me 
they have been allocated to the Minister.  
 
  

Writen 3/11/2023 
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Please denote any change in this alloca�on since May 2023. 

SQ23-
002697 

Sport 
Integrity 
Australia 

Jane 
Hume 

Hospitality 
provided to 
por�olio 
Ministers' 
offices 
since 1 July 
2023 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Sport 
Integrity 
Australia 

2. Since 1 July 2023, has the Department provided any hospitality in 
Ministers' offices?  
 
  
 
Please specify the date, itemised cost, purpose, and atendees for 
the hospitality.  
 
  
 
Since 1 July 2023, have there been any amendments to the 
Department's policy on providing hospitality in the Ministers offices?   
 
  
 
If so, please provide a copy of the policy and a reference for the 
amendment Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002695 

Sport 
Integrity 
Australia 

Jane 
Hume 

Provision 
and 
turnaround 
of 
Ministerial 
Briefs since 
1 July 2023 
to 26 
October 
2023 - 

Since 1 July 2023, has the Department/Agency been provided with 
advice or a direc�on on a minimum turnaround �me for 
considera�on of briefs by the Minister??  
 
  
 
If so, when was this advice provided to the Department?  
 
Please provide the minimum turnaround requirement.   
  

Writen 3/11/2023 
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Sport 
Integrity 
Australia 

If there has been a change in a previously set minimum turnaround 
requirement, please provide:  
 
the previous turnaround requirement; and the date the change was 
requested.?  
 
  
 
7. How many briefs has the Department/agency provided to each 
Minister in its por�olio? Please provide a list with the number of 
briefs for each Minister, and the date of the first provided brief.   
 
  
How many briefs have been returned to the Department for redra�? 
Please provide a list with the number of briefs for each Minister, and 
the dates of the return of briefs to the Department.? 

SQ23-
002775 

Australian 
Organ and 
Tissue 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

Ten largest 
movements 
of funds in 
the most 
recent 
financial 
year - 
Australian 
Organ and 
Tissue 
Authority 

37. For the por�olio, please provide a list of the ten largest 
movements of funds in the most recent financial year, including a 
profile of the forward es�mates for the impact of the movement. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002773 

Australian 
Organ and 

Jane 
Hume Ten largest 

es�mate 

36. For the por�olio, please provide a list of the ten largest es�mate 
varia�ons in the most recent financial year. Writen 3/11/2023 
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Tissue 
Authority 

varia�ons 
in the most 
recent 
financial 
year - 
Australian 
Organ and 
Tissue 
Authority 

SQ23-
002772 

Australian 
Organ and 
Tissue 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

Freedom of 
informa�on 
applica�on
s has the 
Ministers 
office 
received 
since 1 July 
2023 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Organ and 
Tissue 
Authority 

35. How many freedom of informa�on applica�ons have been 
received by the Minister's office since 1 July 2023?  
 
Please provide a breakdown including;  
 
a. the number of applica�ons by Minister,  
 
i. the number of applica�ons that are yet to be decided;  
 
ii. the number of applica�ons refused; and  
 
iii. the number of applica�ons overdue, including the number of days 
overdue. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002771 

Australian 
Organ and 
Tissue 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

Freedom of 
informa�on 
applica�on
s has the 
departmen

34. How many freedom of informa�on applica�ons has the 
department/agency received since 1 July 2023?  
 
Please provide a breakdown of the number including;  
 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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t/agency 
received 
since 1 July 
202 to 23 
October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Organ and 
Tissue 
Authority 

a. the number of applica�ons withdrawn;  
 
b. the number of applica�ons refused under sec�on 34 of the 
Freedom of Informa�on Act 1982;  
 
c. the number of applica�ons refused under sec�on 24 of the 
Freedom of Informa�on Act 1982;  
 
d. the number of applica�ons refused under sec�on 24A of the 
Freedom of Informa�on Act 1982;  
 
e. the number of applica�ons subject to internal review;  
 
f. the number of applica�ons subject to review by the OAIC;  
 
g. the number of applica�ons subject to review by the AAT;  
 
h. the number of applica�ons subject to review by the Federal Court; 
and  
 
i. the number of applica�ons where the original decision has been 
overturned. 

SQ23-
002769 

Australian 
Organ and 
Tissue 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

Provision of 
market 
research to 
any 
Ministers 
Office in 
rela�on to 
a 

33. Has the department/agency provided any Minister's office with 
market research conducted in rela�on to a   
 
commonwealth Informa�on and Adver�sing Campaign?  
 
Please provide a list of the Ministers and the date on which they 
were provided the research. Writen 3/11/2023 
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Commonw
ealth 
Informa�on 
and 
Adver�sing 
Campaign - 
Australian 
Organ and 
Tissue 
Authority 

SQ23-
002768 

Australian 
Organ and 
Tissue 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

Current ASL 
allocated to 
the 
departmen
t/agency as 
at 1 July 
2023 - 
Australian 
Organ and 
Tissue 
Authority 

32. Please provide the number of current ASL allocated to the 
department/agency as at 1 July 2023.  
 
  
 
Please provide:   
 
a. Total number of ASL;   
 
b. Total number of FTE by APS classifica�on;  
 
c. the number of ASL allocated to each outcome for which the 
department/agency is responsible; and  
 
d. the number of FTE, by classifica�on, allocated to each outcome for 
which the department/agency is responsible; and  
 
e. The number of FTE posi�ons that are not currently filled, broken 
down by classifica�on. Writen 3/11/2023 
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SQ23-
002767 

Australian 
Organ and 
Tissue 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

Requests 
from 
por�olio 
Minister's 
offices 
seeking 
data or 
informa�on 
by 
electorate 
since 1 July 
2023to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Organ and 
Tissue 
Authority 

31. Since 1 July 2023, has the department / agency ever received a 
request from a por�olio minister's office seeking data or informa�on 
separated out by electorate?   
 
a. Please provide a list of all requests, including any �meframe 
provided for a response, whether a response was provided, and the 
context of the request if provided.   
 
b. Please provide a copy of all responses to the request. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002765 

Australian 
Organ and 
Tissue 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

New 
en��es 
created, 
wound up, 
amalgamat
ed, ceased 
or 
disbanded 
since May 
2022 - 
Australian 
Organ and 

29. How many new en��es (including advisory boards and agencies) 
have been created within the por�olio since May 2022?   
 
Please list each en�ty, its purpose, and the date it was created.  
 
  
 
30. How many new en��es (including advisory boards and agencies) 
have been wound up, amalgamated, ceased or disbanded since May 
2022?  
 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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Tissue 
Authority 

Please list each en�ty, its purpose, and the date it was wound up, 
amalgamated, ceased, or disbanded. 

SQ23-
002764 

Australian 
Organ and 
Tissue 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

List of 
membershi
ps for 
Commonw
ealth inter-
departmen
tal 
commitees 
- Australian 
Organ and 
Tissue 
Authority 

28. Please provide a list of the interdepartmental commitees that 
the department/agency par�cipates in or provides representa�on to.  
 
  
 
Please provide:  
 
a. the name of the interdepartmental commitee;  
 
b. a list of the membership;  
 
c. the date it was established; and  
 
d. its purpose. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002762 

Australian 
Organ and 
Tissue 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

Current 
reviews 
and 
completed 
reviews 
since 1 July 
2022 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Organ and 
Tissue 
Authority 

26. Please provide a list of the number of reviews that the 
department/agency is currently conduc�ng.   
 
Please provide:  
 
a. the name of the review;  
 
b. the purpose of the review;  
 
c. the name or names of the reviewer(s);  
 
d. the remunera�on for each of the reviewer(s);  
 

Writen 3/11/2023 



313 
 

e. the budgeted cost of the review;  
 
f. the amount spent to date; and  
 
g. the date the review is due to be completed.  
 
  
 
27. Please provide a list of the number of reviews that the 
department/agency has completed since 1 July 2022.   
 
Please provide:   
 
a. the name of the review;  
 
b. the purpose of the review;  
 
c. the name or names of the reviewer(s);  
 
d. the remunera�on for each of the reviewer(s);  
 
e. the budgeted cost of the review;  
 
f. the amount spent;  
 
g. the date the review was due to be completed;  
 
h. the date the review was completed;  
 
i. the date the review was provided to the Department;  
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j. the date the review was provided to the Minister; and  
 
k. the date the review was provided to the Minister's office. 

SQ23-
002761 

Australian 
Organ and 
Tissue 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

Comcare 
and Fair 
Work 
Commissio
n referrals 
and claims 
in current 
financial 
year to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Organ and 
Tissue 
Authority 

24. In rela�on to department/agency:  
 
a. In the current financial year to date, how many maters have been 
referred to Comcare?  
 
b. Of those claims referred to Comcare, redac�ng confiden�al 
informa�on, advise in which division the claimant works or worked 
and the circumstances surrounding the claim.  
 
c. What has the Department/agency learned from past Comcare 
claims?  
 
d. Of those employees who submited a Comcare claim, how many 
returned to work a�er a period of absence?  
 
  
 
25. In rela�on to the department/agency:  
 
a. In the current financial year to date, how many maters have been 
referred to the Fair Work Commission?  
 
b. Of those maters referred to either, please provide a 
comprehensive account of the circumstances, redac�ng confiden�al 
informa�on, including in which division the employee is or was 
employed, the nature of the complaint and the nature of the 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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determina�on of the Fair Work Commission, Fair Work Ombudsman 
and/or conciliator. 

SQ23-
002759 

Australian 
Organ and 
Tissue 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

Use of 
departmen
tal/agency 
credit cards  
in financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Organ and 
Tissue 
Authority 

In rela�on to departmental use of credit cards:  
 
a. How many credit cards are currently on issue for department or 
agency staff?  
 
b. What was the value of the largest reported purchase on a credit 
card in financial year 2023/24 to date and what was it for?  
 
c. How much interest was paid on amounts outstanding from credit 
cards in financial year 2023/24 to date?  
 
d. How much was paid in late fees on amounts outstanding from 
credit cards in financial year 2023/24 to date?  
 
e. What was the largest amount outstanding on a single card at the 
end of a payment period in financial year 2023/24 to date?  
 
f. How many credit cards were reported as lost or stolen in financial 
year 2023/24 to date and what was the cost of their replacement?    
 
g. How many credit card purchases were deemed to be illegi�mate 
or contrary to department or agency policy in financial year 2023/24 
to date? What was the total value of those purchases? How many 
purchases were asked to be repaid on that basis in financial year 
2023/24 to date and what was the total value thereof? Were all 
those amounts actually repaid? If no, how many were not repaid, 
and what was the total value thereof?  
 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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h. What was the largest purchase that was deemed illegi�mate or 
contrary to department or agency policy and asked to be repaid in 
financial year 2023/243 to date? What that amount actually repaid, 
in full? If no, what amount was le� unpaid?  
 
i. Are any credit cards currently on issue connected to rewards 
schemes? Do staff receive any personal benefit as a result of those 
reward schemes?  
 
j. Please provide a copy of the department or agency's staff credit 
card policy.  
 
k. Please denote any changes to this policy that have been made 
since February 2023 

SQ23-
002758 

Australian 
Organ and 
Tissue 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

Total 
expenditur
e on 
promo�ona
l 
merchandis
e in 
financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
date - 
Australian 
Organ and 
Tissue 
Authority 

22. What was the Department's/agency's total expenditure on 
promo�onal merchandise in financial year 2023/24 to date?   
 
  
 
Please provide an itemised list of the merchandise purchased with 
costs.   
 
  
 
Please provide examples and photographs of the merchandise 
purchased Writen 3/11/2023 
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SQ23-
002756 

Australian 
Organ and 
Tissue 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

Total 
expenditur
e on media 
monitoring, 
adver�sing 
and 
campaigns 
financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Organ and 
Tissue 
Authority 

20. What was the Department's/agency's total expenditure on media 
monitoring services in financial year 2023/24 to date?  
 
  
 
21. What was the Department's/agency's total expenditure on 
adver�sing and informa�on campaigns in financial year 2023/24 to 
date?   
 
  
 
Please provide an itemised list of the campaigns, their purpose, and 
their expected costs. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002755 

Australian 
Organ and 
Tissue 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

Travel costs 
for financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Organ and 
Tissue 
Authority 

16. Please provide an itemised list of the Secretary's/agency deputy 
head's travel for financial year 2023/24 to date, including costs of 
flights and accommoda�on.  
 
  
 
17. Please provide an itemised list of each Deputy Secretary's/agency 
head's travel for financial year 2023/24 to date, including costs of 
flights and accommoda�on.  
 
  
 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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19. What was the total cost of staff travel for departmental/agency 
employees in financial year 2023/24 to date? 

SQ23-
002754 

Australian 
Organ and 
Tissue 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

Furniture, 
fixtures or 
fi�ngs 
upgraded 
in financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Organ and 
Tissue 
Authority 

15. Were the furniture, fixtures or fi�ngs of the Secretary's/agency 
head's office, or the offices of any Deputy Secretaries/execu�ve 
leadership team members, upgraded in financial year 2023/24 to 
date?   
 
  
 
Please provide an itemised list of costs (GST inclusive). Please 
provide photographs of the works conducted.  
 
  
 
18. Were the facili�es of any of the Departments/agency premises 
upgraded in financial year 2023/24 to date, for example, staff room 
refurbishments, kitchen refurbishments, bathroom refurbishments, 
the purchase of any new fridges, coffee machines, or other kitchen 
equipment?   
 
  
 
Please provide a detailed descrip�on of the relevant facili�es 
upgraded together with an itemised list of costs (GST inclusive).   
 
  
 
Please provide photographs of the upgraded facili�es. Writen 3/11/2023 
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SQ23-
002753 

Australian 
Organ and 
Tissue 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

Expenditur
e on any 
func�ons 
or official 
recep�ons 
(etc) 
hosted by 
the 
Departmen
t/Agency or 
Ministers/A
ssistant 
Ministers in 
financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Organ and 
Tissue 
Authority 

13. In rela�on to expenditure on any func�ons or official recep�ons 
etc hosted by the Department or agencies in the por�olio in financial 
year 2023/24 to date, please provide the following:  
 
a. List of func�ons;  
 
b. List of atendees;  
 
c. Func�on venue;  
 
d. Itemised list of costs (GST inclusive);  
 
e. Details of any food served;  
 
f. Details of any wines or champagnes served including brand and 
vintage; and  
 
g. Details of any entertainment provided.  
 
  
 
14. In rela�on to any func�ons or official recep�ons hosted by 
Ministers or Assistant Ministers in the por�olio in financial year 
2023/24 to date, please provide the following:  
 
a. List of func�ons;  
 
b. List of atendees;  
 
c. Func�on venue;  
 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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d. Itemised list of costs (GST inclusive);  
 
e. Details of any food served;  
 
f. Details of any wines or champagnes served including brand and 
vintage; and  
 
g. Details of any entertainment provided. 

SQ23-
002752 

Australian 
Organ and 
Tissue 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

2022-23 
October 
Budget, 
Savings 
from 
External 
Labour, and 
Savings 
from 
Adver�sing
, Travel and 
Legal 
Expenses - 
Australian 
Organ and 
Tissue 
Authority 

12. In rela�on to the measure in the 2022-23 October Budget, 
Savings from External Labour, and Savings from Adver�sing, Travel 
and Legal Expenses.   
 
a. What was the value of savings that the Department/agency was 
requested to deliver for the 2022-23 year in aggregate?   
 
  
 
b. Has the Department/agency iden�fied the savings they will make 
across the following areas to achieve this cut:   
 
i. External labour hire   
 
ii. Consultancy  
 
iii. Adver�sing campaigns   
 
iv. Travel   
 
v. Legal expenses   
 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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c. Can the Department/agency provide a breakdown of the funding 
reduc�ons they have made in totality, and in each of the above 
areas, and what they relate to?   
 
  
 
d. Has the Department/agency been informed of the cut that will be 
made to their funding in the next financial year, or the rest of the 
forward es�mates?   
 
  
 
e. Can the Department/agency confirm the total new number of 
contracts (ongoing and termina�ng) and total cost of these contracts 
issued on AusTender since 30 June 2022 which relate to the 
following areas:   
 
i. External labour hire   
 
ii. Consultancy  
 
iii. Adver�sing campaigns   
 
iv. Travel   
 
v. Legal expenses   
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f. Please provide a breakdown of the value of contracts across each 
area and iden�fy the categories on AusTender which are used to 
determine the Departments iden�fica�on of the contracts.   
 
i. Is the Department/agency on track to meet the saving target?   
 
ii. Has the Department/agency sought an exemp�on or alterna�on 
from/to the savings target?   
 
iii. If so, why and was it approved? 

SQ23-
002751 

Australian 
Organ and 
Tissue 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

List of 
membershi
ps for 
Commonw
ealth 
taskforces - 
Australian 
Organ and 
Tissue 
Authority 

11. Please provide a list of all the Commonwealth taskforces of 
which the Department/agency has membership.   
 
  
 
Please specify where there are changes to the list since May 2023. Writen 3/11/2023 
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List of 
membershi
ps for 
Commonw
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tal 
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- Australian 

10. Please provide a list of all the Commonwealth inter-departmental 
commitees of which the Department/agency has membership.   
 
  
 
Please specify where there are changes to the list since May 2023. Writen 3/11/2023 
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SQ23-
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Australian 
Organ and 
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Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

Paper 
usage from 
Australian 
producers 
and 
overseas - 
Australian 
Organ and 
Tissue 
Authority 

9. Please provide the amount of paper the Department/agency 
sources from Australian producers and from overseas producers.   
 
  
 
Please provide the amount in dollar value on a financial year basis 
for the last five financial years. Writen 3/11/2023 
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proposals 
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2023 - 
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Organ and 
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Authority 

8. How many New Policy Proposals has the Department/agency 
provided to each Minister in its por�olio since 1 July 2023?   
 
  
 
Please provide a list with the number of New Policy Proposals by 
Minister, and the date of the first provided New Policy Proposal. Writen 3/11/2023 
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Mee�ngs 
between 
Secretary/A
gency head 
with 
Ministers - 
Australian 
Organ and 
Tissue 
Authority 

5. How many mee�ngs has the Secretary/agency head had with the 
Ministers in their por�olio since 1 July 2023?    
 
   
 
Please provide a list with the number of mee�ngs by Minister, and 
the date of the first mee�ng with each Minister.   
 
   
 
6. How many mee�ngs has the Secretary/agency head had with any 
Ministers not in their por�olio since 1 July 2023?   
 
   
 
Please provide a list with the number of mee�ngs by Minister, and 
the date of the first mee�ng with each Minister. Writen 3/11/2023 
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Departmen
tal staff and 
Departmen
tal Liaison 
Officer's 
allocated to 
por�olio 
Ministers' 
offices - 
Australian 
Organ and 

3. How many Departmental Liaison Officers have been allocated to 
each Minister in the por�olio?   
 
  
 
Please provide a list that outlines the level of the member of the 
department, the Minister they have been allocated to, and the �me 
they have been allocated to the Minister.  
 
  
 
Please denote any change in this alloca�on since May 2023.    
 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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Tissue 
Authority 

  
 
4. How many staff have been provided to Ministers offices not in a 
capacity as a Departmental Liaison Officer?  
 
  
 
Please provide a list that outlines the level of the member of the 
department, the Minister they have been allocated to, and the �me 
they have been allocated to the Minister.  
 
  
 
Please denote any change in this alloca�on since May 2023. 
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Hospitality 
provided to 
por�olio 
Ministers' 
offices 
since 1 July 
2023 to 26 
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2023 - 
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Organ and 
Tissue 
Authority 

2. Since 1 July 2023, has the Department provided any hospitality in 
Ministers' offices?  
 
  
 
Please specify the date, itemised cost, purpose, and atendees for 
the hospitality.  
 
  
 
Since 1 July 2023, have there been any amendments to the 
Department's policy on providing hospitality in the Ministers offices?   
 
  
 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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If so, please provide a copy of the policy and a reference for the 
amendment 

SQ23-
002741 
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Provision 
and 
turnaround 
of 
Ministerial 
Briefs since 
1 July 2023 
to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Organ and 
Tissue 
Authority 

Since 1 July 2023, has the Department/Agency been provided with 
advice or a direc�on on a minimum turnaround �me for 
considera�on of briefs by the Minister??  
 
  
 
If so, when was this advice provided to the Department?  
 
Please provide the minimum turnaround requirement.   
  
If there has been a change in a previously set minimum turnaround 
requirement, please provide:  
 
the previous turnaround requirement; and the date the change was 
requested.?  
 
  
 
7. How many briefs has the Department/agency provided to each 
Minister in its por�olio? Please provide a list with the number of 
briefs for each Minister, and the date of the first provided brief.   
 
  
How many briefs have been returned to the Department for redra�? 
Please provide a list with the number of briefs for each Minister, and 
the dates of the return of briefs to the Department.? Writen 3/11/2023 
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SQ23-
002054 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Alexand
er An�c 

Updated 
advice 
regarding 
COVID-19 
altering 
DNA 

Regarding the Australian Government informa�on web page: 
Is it true? Can COVID-19 vaccines alter my DNA?' 
htps://www.health.gov.au/our-work/covid-19-vaccines/is-it-true/is-
it-true-can-covid-19-vaccines-alter-my-dna The Department for 
Health and Wellbeing webpage above states, ''No, COVID-19 
vaccines do not alter your DNA... The mRNA is broken down quickly 
by the body. It never enters the nucleus, and cannot affect or 
combine with our DNA in any way to change our gene�c code.'' 
Is the TGA aware of the following peer reviewed studies which show: 
 
8. The Pfizer vaccine mRNA is able to enter the human liver cell line 
and reverse transcribe into DNA in vitro? 
htps://www.mdpi.com/1467-3045/44/3/73 
9. Detec�on of both spike mRNA and spike protein in the nucleus of 
human cells? 
htps://www.biorxiv.org/content/10.1101/2022.09.27.509633v1.full 
10. Mice pre-exposed to the Covid vaccine LNP-mRNA pla�orm 
passed down acquired immune traits to their offspring, sugges�ve of 
the possibility that, once in the nucleus, the mRNA is further 
transferred and integrated with chromosomal DNA? 
htps://journals.plos.org/plospathogens/ar�cle?id=10.1371/journal.
ppat.1010830 
 
In light of the above references what is the TGA's response and will 
the TGA provide updated advice so that the webpage referred to 
above reflects current peer reviewed research? Writen 3/11/2023 
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Department 
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Care 

Ralph 
Babet 

Public 
Assessment 
Reports - 
evidence of 

3. Ques�ons for the Department of Health and Aged Care regarding 
ability of the vaccines to prevent transmission. 
The Public Assessment Reports (PARs) for the three gene�c covid 
vaccines did not contain evidence that they were tested for their 

Writen 6/11/2023 
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vaccines to 
prevent 
transmissio
n 

effects on transmission. Yet the Federal Department of Health did 
not publicly disagree with manda�ng of the vaccines (either through 
state, territory, or employer mandates) for those in the popula�on 
who were not at high risk from COVID-19  
3.1. What was known about the lack of ability of these vaccines to 
prevent transmission, and when was this made known?  
3.2. Also, in par�cular, what informa�on was supplied to Na�onal 
Cabinet or to health or government officials about the absence of 
tes�ng or other evidence for the effects of the covid 19 vaccines on 
transmission; and when was this made available to them? 

SQ23-
002235 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Gerard 
Rennick 

Quality 
assurance 
tests on 
vaccines 

75. The TGA claim to inves�gate adverse events when, in reality, they 
gaslight people who have suffered adverse events. The TGA has not 
provided any evidence as to what studies they have now done to 
prove the vaccines did not cause adverse events reported to the 
TGA. Instead, they rely on short term studies conducted by the 
companies who produce the vaccine, a conflict of interest in itself. 
Why is the TGA refusing to conduct proper quality assurance tests? Writen 6/11/2023 
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Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

David 
Pocock 

Preven�ve 
Health / 
ACDC 

• Will the interim ACDC commence opera�ons on 1 January 2024? 
• Which of the Department's current divisions will become part of 
the interim ACDC at the commencement of its opera�ons? 
• How many staff (ASL and headcount) will the interim ACDC have at 
commencement? 
• What func�ons will the ACDC have at commencement? 
• The May Budget allocated $90 to implement new func�ons and 
expand exis�ng func�ons. What are the new func�ons that are  
        being added and what func�ons will be expanded under the 
new ACDC? 
• Has work commenced on dra�ing the legisla�on that will establish 
the permanent ACDC? 

Writen 8/11/2023 
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• Is there an update on where the permanent ACDC will be located? 
• Has an implementa�on plan for the Na�onal Preven�ve Health 
Strategy? If so, please provide a copy of the implementa�on plan. 
• If no, will an implementa�on plan be developed? 
• Which departments, agencies and ministerial offices are 
responsible for delivering the Na�onal Preven�ve Health Strategy? 
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Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Ralph 
Babet 

Date/s that 
the mRNA 
vaccines 
were 
updated on 
the list of 
vaccine 
types 

1. On what date/s did the Therapeu�c Goods Administra�on (TGA) 
update the list of vaccine types on the webpage to include mRNA 
vaccines. Writen 3/11/2023 
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of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Gerard 
Rennick 

ATAGI 
recommen
da�ons 

19.   Did ATAGI ask the Australasian Society of Clinical Immunology 
and Allergy (ASCIA) for advice about whether Covid-19 ‘vaccines' 
prevented infec�on or transmission?  
 
20. A study by Rice et al in 2020 said that it is known from SARSCoV-
1 that natural immunity is durable and persists for at least 12-17 
years. Immunologists have suggested that immunity to SARS-Cov-2 is 
no di?erent. The human popula�on has encountered and co-existed 
with a great number of coronaviruses throughout evolu�on. Most of 
us have cross-reac�ng T-cells, B cells and an�bodies derived from 
encounters with common cold coronaviruses that can recognise 
SARS-CoV-2. Given this knowledge, why did ATAGI force people who 
had Covid to get vaccinated? 
 
21. The TGA Pfizer Nonclinical report said that one study found that 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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among people who had recovered from Covid-19, 100% had S 
protein-specific CD4+ T cells in the circula�on and 70% had S 
protein-specific CD8+ T cells in the circula�on (Grifoni et al. 2020). 
Why is ATAGI manda�ng vaccines to people who have had Covid 
given natural immunity already provides strong protec�on from 
Covid-19? 
 
22. Given that Pfizer has acknowledged the risk of myocardi�s from 
its vaccine, will ATAGI recommend that companies and governments 
withdraw vaccine mandates due to the unknown risk of the 
vaccines? htps://www.pfizer.com/news/press-release/press-
release-detail/pfizer-amends-us-government-paxlovid-supply-
agreement-and 
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002087 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Gerard 
Rennick 

Tracking of 
long covid 
and long 
vaccine 
injury 

4. How do medical professionals know the difference between long 
Covid and long vaccine injury? If the person has had both the vaccine 
and the virus, the existence of the proline amino acid inser�on at 
986 and 987 in the mRNA would be a marker for a spike protein 
produced by the vaccine, wouldn't it? Surely PCR tests can 
differen�ate between virus and vaccine spike proteins due to the 
proline marker, and if so, why doesn't the Health Department track 
Covid or long Covid from the virus and those who caught Covid or 
long Covid from the vaccine? Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
001966 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Jordon 
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John 

Thalidomid
e survivors 
funding 
alloca�on 

Senator STEELE-JOHN: Thank you. I want to move to the alloca�on of 
funds from the various support schemes. Australia appor�oned 
$49.9 million for support to survivors. I note that this is less than 
many countries allocated to start with propor�onally. It is lower than 
Canada, for instance. That is in a context where there are more 
registered survivors in Australia than there are in Canada. How much 
has been allocated and distributed to survivors? 

84 
26/10/202
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Ms Davis: Funding of $44.88 million over four years from 2020-21 
was allocated to implement the recommenda�ons of the Senate 
inquiry. To date- 
Ms Goodchild: The annual payment has had a payment of $3.7 
million of that alloca�on. The lump sum has had an alloca�on of $4 
million. There has been $10.4 million allocated to the extraordinary 
assistance fund. The health care assistance fund was allocated $3.2 
million. The thalidomide support system was allocated $1.6 million. 
There has been $600,000 spent on the na�onal site of recogni�on. 
Senator STEELE-JOHN: Thank you. They are the alloca�ons. 
Ms Davis: That is the total funding that has been spent. 
Senator STEELE-JOHN: Distributed to date? 
Ms Davis: Correct. 
Senator STEELE-JOHN: Would you be able to table those figures for 
us? 
Ms Davis: Yes. 
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Na�onal 
Health and 
Medical 
Research 
Council 
(NHMRC) 
and the 
FIND Trial 

Na�onal Health and Medical Research Council (NHMRC) and the 
FIND Trial  
 
19. The Assessing the feasibility of an interven�on for DSCATT (FIND 
trial) has the poten�al to cause psychological harm to pa�ents 
suffering from illness atributed to �cks. The FIND trial also has the 
poten�al to cause medical harm to pa�ents if its case defini�on of 
DSCATT and findings are used inappropriately. To note, poten�al 
harms of the FIND trial arise from the following issues.  
 
• The FIND trial is based on untested, unproven psychological 
triggers that have only been reported in one paper, have not been 
replicated, and are not accepted by either pa�ent or scien�fic 
advisory groups. 

Writen 
17/10/202
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• The FIND trial is a psychological adjunct therapy, funded when 
there has been no funding allocated for explora�on of primary 
treatments. 
• The FIND trial is u�lising a similar psychological treatment to one 
shown to harm pa�ents when used for another 
medically/diagnos�cally unexplored disease (ME/CFS).  
• The UK Na�onal Ins�tute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) 
states that there is the poten�al for harm when it [CBT] is 
inappropriately delivered and recommends that only prac��oners 
appropriately trained and experienced in CBT for ME/CFS should 
deliver CBT to ME/CFS pa�ents, under clinical supervision of 
someone with exper�se in CBT for ME/CFS. Extrapola�ng, the same 
poten�al for harm would apply for delivery of Acceptance and 
Commitment Therapy (ACT) to DSCATT pa�ents.  
• The FIND trial is not using psychologists who are experienced in 
trea�ng pa�ents suffering from chronic illness atributed to �cks. 
• There has been no acknowledgement of poten�al for harm and, 
hence, no measures taken to avert poten�al harm. 
• There has been no insight into the psychological damage to 
pa�ents caused by choosing to fund a psychological adjunct 
treatment over further investment into research on understanding 
the physiologic disease and how to treat that. 
 
a. How will the harm caused by the FIND trial be assessed? 
 
b. Who will be responsible for dealing with harm caused by the FIND 
trial?  
 
c. Why does the Na�onal Health and Medical Research Council 
(NHMRC) not have proper and appropriate oversight of the projects 
it funds, to eliminate risks of poten�al harms?  
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Reference to QoNs: Ques�on 19  
• Myalgic encephalomyeli�s (or encephalopathy)/chronic fa�gue 
syndrome: diagnosis and management NICE guideline Published: 29 
October 2021, page 95. 
htps://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng206/resources/myalgic-
encephalomyeli�s-orencephalopathychronic-fa�gue-syndrome-
diagnosis-and-management-pdf-66143718094021 
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Debilita�ng 
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Complexes 
Atributed 
to Ticks 
(DSCATT) 
and the 
FIND Trial 

Debilita�ng Symptom Complexes Atributed to Ticks (DSCATT) and 
the FIND Trial 
 
17. The label Debilita�ng Symptom Complexes Atributed to Ticks 
(DSCATT) is described as a diagnos�c label by Kanaan et al. (2022) 
and used as a diagnos�c label in research, for example, by the 
government-funded Feasibility of an interven�on for DSCATT (FIND) 
trial. However, the Clinical Pathway states that ‘DSCATT is not a 
diagnosable disease or a clinical diagnosis, rather it is a term used to 
describe symptoms of a chronic debilita�ng illness, o�en associated 
with a �ck bite.'  
Why is the label ‘DSCATT' being used in research and clinical se�ngs 
when it is not a diagnosis in the Interna�onal Classifica�on of 
Diseases (ICD) 11 or the Diagnos�c and Sta�s�cs Manual (DSM) 5, 
and when there is ongoing disputa�on about its legi�macy within 
pa�ent, advocacy, and interna�onal scien�fic groups? 
 
18. Kanaan et al. (2022) conclude that ‘�ck bites may act as either an 
infec�ve trigger or, poten�ally, through fear or an�cipa�on of 
infec�on, as a psychological trigger.' While 'there are currently no 
recognised diagnos�c tests or treatments for this condi�on (DSCATT) 
in Australia' (Assessing the feasibility of an interven�on for DSCATT - 

Writen 
17/10/202
3 



334 
 

FIND trial), and research on infec�ve causes remains in progress:  
 
a. What is the ra�onale for funding the FIND trial? Outline in detail 
the scien�fic ra�onale for priori�sing the seeking of evidence of a 
psychiatric ae�ology over a physiological infec�on, and priori�sing 
psychological acceptance over appropriate medical interven�on. Has 
the government funded a similar trial for treatment of Australian 
pa�ents suffering from long COVID, triggered by acute COVID 
infec�on? Are long COVID pa�ents suspected of being 
psychologically triggered by 'fear or an�cipa�on' of lengthy 
infec�on?  
 
b. When should we expect the study that re-inves�gates the pa�ents 
from the Kanaan et al. (2022) retrospec�ve study and the FIND trial 
with a comprehensive examina�on of infec�ve triggers? 
 
c. It would be advantageous for both research projects for all 
pa�ents in the FIND trial to be automa�cally included in the CSIRO 
biomarker study. Is this already in progress or, if not, can it be 
ini�ated? If not, why not?  
 
Ques�on 17 & 18  
• Australian Government Department of Health Debilita�ng 
Symptom Complexes Atributed to Ticks (DSCATT) Clinical Pathway 
FINAL CLINICAL PATHWAY October 2020 
htps://www.health.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/2021/07/
debilita�ng-symptomcomplexes-atributed-to-�cks-dscat-clinical-
pathway.pdf   
• Schnall J, Oliver G, Braat S, Macdonell R, Gibney KB, Kanaan RA. 
Characterising DSCATT: A case series of Australian pa�ents with 
debilita�ng symptom complexes atributed to �cks. Australian & 
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New Zealand Journal of Psychiatry. 2022;56(8):974-984. 
doi:10.1177/00048674211043788 
htps://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/00048674211043788  
• Feasibility of an interven�on for DSCATT (FIND) Trial 
htps://blogs.unimelb.edu.au/dscat/about-us/ and 
htps://blogs.unimelb.edu.au/dscat/par�cipa�on/ (both sites 
accessed 22/08/2023) 
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16. The DSCATT Clinical Pathway states: In Australia, the Na�onal 
Serology Reference Laboratory (NRL) review of serological assays to 
diagnose Lyme disease determined the tests used by accredited 
laboratories to diagnose Lyme disease had equivalent reliability to 
tests used in overseas laboratories. Interna�onal Laboratory 
Accredita�on Coopera�on (ILAC) mutual recogni�on arrangement 
(MRA) signatories agree to accept the results of each other's 
accredited conformity assessment bodies under the ILAC MRA, 
giving those results interna�onal recogni�on.  
 
a. The quality management aspects of the Na�onal Pathology 
Accredita�on Advisory Council (NPAAC) requirements are based on 
the interna�onal standard AS ISO 15189 Standard for Medical 
Laboratories. If overseas laboratories are signatories to the ILAC 
MRA (therefore achieving AS ISO 15189), what is the scien�fic 
founda�on of disallowing their laboratory results from being 
accepted by Australian GPs, infec�ous diseases specialists, and 
health authori�es? 
 
b. What is required to fulfil our Interna�onal Laboratory 
Accredita�on Coopera�on (ILAC) mutual recogni�on arrangement 
commitment in appropriately recognising interna�onal ISO15189 
accredited laboratories?  

Writen 
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c. Must all tests used in NATA-accredited laboratories be also 
accredited by NATA? 
 
Ques�on 16  
• Australian Government Department of Health Debilita�ng 
Symptom Complexes Atributed to Ticks (DSCATT) Clinical Pathway 
FINAL CLINICAL PATHWAY October 2020 
htps://www.health.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/2021/07/
debilita�ng-symptomcomplexes-atributed-to-�cks-dscat-clinical-
pathway.pdf  
• Best SJ, Tschaepe MI, Wilson KM. Inves�ga�on of the performance 
of serological assays used for Lyme disease tes�ng in Australia. PLoS 
One. 2019 Apr 29;14(4):e0214402. doi: 
10.1371/journal.pone.0214402. PMID: 31034492; PMCID: 
PMC6488061. 
htps://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/ar�cles/PMC6488061/  
• Interna�onal Laboratory Accredita�on Coopera�on Mutual 
Recogni�on Arrangement (ILAC MRA) htps://ilac.org/ilac-mra-and-
signatories/  (Accessed 20/08/2023).  
• Royal College of Pathologists of Australia webpage: Lab 
Accredita�on htps://www.rcpa.edu.au/Pa�ents/Lab-Accredita�on  
(Accessed 20/08/2023). 
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15. The DSCATT Clinical Pathway states: While the recommenda�on 
from 15 of the 16 interna�onal guidelines was no serology tes�ng in 
the case of EM suspicion due to early serology not being sensi�ve 
enough (40 per cent to 60 per cent) to confirm Lyme diagnosis at the 
EM stage, in Australia, where Lyme disease is not endemic diagnos�c 
tes�ng is recommended. The Department of Health 2023 publica�on 
Guidance Note for medical prac��oners and hospitals - Overseas-
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acquired �ck-borne diseases: Lyme disease includes a descrip�on 
and photographs of EM rashes. Why do pa�ents presen�ng with an 
EM rash not receive prophylac�c an�bio�cs, especially when they 
have travelled in an endemic area overseas? 
 
Ques�on 15  
• Australian Government Department of Health Debilita�ng 
Symptom Complexes Atributed to Ticks (DSCATT) Clinical Pathway 
FINAL CLINICAL PATHWAY October 2020 
htps://www.health.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/2021/07/
debilita�ng-symptomcomplexes-atributed-to-�cks-dscat-clinical-
pathway.pdf  Guidance Note for medical prac��oners and hospitals - 
Overseas-acquired �ck-borne diseases: Lyme disease 
htps://www.health.gov.au/sites/default/files/2023-
01/overseasacquired-�ck-borne-diseases-lyme-disease.pdf 
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Tes�ng for 
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species in 
Australia 

13. The Department of Health webpage What we are doing about 
�ck bite-associated illnesses lists Babesiosis under overseas-acquired 
�ck-borne diseases. The Australian Ricketsial Reference Laboratory 
(ARRL), in its informa�on about Babesia species, states that 'these 
agents have been reported from Australia.' 
 
a. The ARRL tests for Babesia micro�, using an Indirect Fluorescent 
An�body (IFA) test. Is this test funded under Medicare? If not, why 
not? How many Babesiosis tests does the ARRL process on average 
per month or annually? How many tests are posi�ve per month or 
annually for acute infec�on and past exposure? 
 
b. A search of laboratory test manuals shows that few laboratories 
test for Babesia. Could a list of laboratories tes�ng for Babesia 
na�onally be provided. How many tests are posi�ve annually for 

Writen 
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acute infec�on and past exposure? Do these laboratories have 
an�body tests and other tests capable of detec�ng interna�onal 
Babesia species, such as B. duncani and B. divergens? 
 
Ques�on 13  
• Department of Health webpage What we are doing about �ck bite- 
associated illnesses htps://www.health.gov.au/our-
work/dscat/what-we-do  (Accessed 20/08/2023).  
• Australian Ricketsial Reference Laboratory 
htps://www.ricketsialab.org.au/tests-performed  (Accessed 
20/08/2023). 
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10. Professor Kelly said, 'Myself, specifically, and the Department in 
general, do recognise that these are real issues for real people … and 
cause[s] real suffering' (10 November 2022 Supplementary budget 
es�mates). In the 2016 Ministerial Statement which accompanied 
the Australian Government's response to the Senate Inquiry Final 
Report, the Minister for Health said, 'we have a na�onal obliga�on to 
help pa�ents with debilita�ng symptom complexes atributed to 
�cks.' 
 
a. What is the jus�fica�on for acknowledging pa�ent suffering at the 
same �me as blocking moves to lessen that suffering? For example, 
the Communicable Diseases Network Australia (CDNA) refuses to list 
�ckborne diseases as no�fiable, and the government refuses 
epidemiological studies beyond the limited versions incorporated in 
funded research. 
 
b. Will the government ins�gate a sero-epidemiologic program of 
recording posi�ve test results for �ck-borne diseases in Australia? If 
yes, when? If not, why not? Pa�ents need posi�ve results to be 
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acknowledged, not just their illness and suffering.  
 
c. Will the government ins�gate laboratory monitoring of test 
requests for Lyme disease, Relapsing Fever and any type of 
borreliosis? Collignon et al. (2016) were given access to the results of 
a private laboratory which received, at that �me, approximately 250 
Lyme disease test referrals each month, totalling 5,628 tests over a 
23-month period of the study. An evidence-base formed from 
medical informa�cs data and data analysis is a solid evidence-base. 
Why is the government reluctant to gather real pa�ent test data, 
hence stalling progress? 
 
Reference to QoNs - Ques�on 10  
• Peter J Collignon, Gary D Lum and Jennifer MB Robson Does Lyme 
disease exist in Australia? Med J Aust 2016; 205 (9): 413-417. || doi: 
10.5694/mja16.00824 
htps://www.mja.com.au/journal/2016/205/9/does-lyme-disease-
exist-australia 
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Barriers to 
collec�ng 
epidemiolo
gical data 

9. What are the barriers to collec�ng epidemiological data right 
now? Writen 

17/10/202
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DSATT 
Clinical  
Pathways 

7. Do you have any data at all on pa�ents under the DSCATT label? 
Do you have any data on pa�ents who present to Emergency 
Departments na�onwide with �ck bites? If not, why not? 
 
8. Stewart et al. (2017), a resource used in crea�ng the DSCATT 
Clinical Pathway, state: 'As a poten�al public health threat, ricketsial 
infec�ons should be a no�fiable disease in Australia, with ac�ve 
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surveillance systems in place to determine longitudinal trends … 
Human and animal serological surveillance and no�fica�on systems 
will be essen�al for providing up to date and accurate data, 
facilita�ng improved public health strategies.' Why do the Clinical 
Pathway and the government accept this paper and research as a 
credible source, but ignore its epidemiological recommenda�ons? 
 
Reference for QoN - Ques�on 8  
• Stewart A, Armstrong M, Graves S, Hajkowicz K. Ricketsia australis 
and Queensland Tick Typhus: A Ricketsial Spoted Fever Group 
Infec�on in Australia. Am J Trop Med Hyg. 2017 Jul;97(1):24-29. doi: 
10.4269/ajtmh.16-0915. PMID: 28719297; PMCID: PMC5508907.  
htps://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/ar�cles/PMC5508907/ 
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CSIRO not 
featured on 
CSIRO 
website 
and link to 
CSIRO on 
Departmen
t of Health 
and Aged 
Care 
website 

6. The only informa�on about the CSIRO research is on the 
Department of Health and Aged Care website DSCATT pages. Why is 
there not a link directly to the CSIRO website, and why is this 
important research on �ckborne diseases with the poten�al to affect 
human health, and pathogens found in �ck vectors, not featured on 
the CSIRO website, as is other research the CSIRO is conduc�ng, to 
be easily found by the general public? 
 
Reference for QoN - Ques�on 6  
• htps://www.health.gov.au/our-work/dscat/what-we-do Writen 

17/10/202
3 

SQ23-
001926 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Linda 
Reynold
s 

Research 
on novel 
�ck species 

5. The four aims of the CSIRO body of research funded by the 
addi�onal $2.347 million focus on valida�ng DSCATT micrRNA 
biomarkers, isola�ng Australian Borrelia bacteria, developing assays 
to test for human exposure to Australian Borrelia bacteria and 
iden�fying the range of �cks and wildlife that can harbour Australian 
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Borrelia bacteria (February 2023 Supplementary budget es�mates - 
SQ23-000061). What work is in progress on pathogenesis of novel 
pathogens other than Australian Borrelia? If none, why?  
 
a. The CSIRO Tick Survey iden�fied novel Theileria sp., Hepatozoon 
sp. and Trypanosoma sp. What has been found about the 
pathogenesis of these novel species and their impact on humans? 
 
b. Mathews et al. (2021) describe recently iden�fied ricketsia 
species: Ricketsia gravesii, Koala ricketsia, Candidatus Ricketsia 
tasmanensis and R. antechini. What work has progressed on 
pathogenesis of these novel Ricketsia species and their poten�al 
impact on human health? 
 
c. In 2007, Ricketsia honei subsp. marmionii was iden�fied and the 
associated ricketsiosis named Australian Spoted Fever. Mathews et 
al. (2021) state that: 'This subspecies has also been isolated from the 
blood of chronically ill pa�ents.' Unsworth et al. (2008) found that: 
'The significantly higher propor�on of chronically unwell pa�ents 
that were seroposi�ve for ricketsia suggests that exposure to 
ricketsiae may be causally related to their chronic condi�ons. It is 
unclear if the underlying ricketsiaemia is (par�ally) responsible for 
the pa�ents' chronic ailments or simply a reac�va�on of a latent 
infec�on caused by immunosuppression generated from the chronic 
condi�on itself or the treatment thereof.' Unsworth et al (2008) 
state that 'bacterial diseases such as tuberculosis, syphilis, 
brucellosis, Q-Fever and … typhus … are known to cause latent 
infec�ons using yet to be defined mechanisms,' and '… it is well 
known that an infec�ous disease may lead to chronic infec�on and 
chronic illness … it is reasonable to speculate that spoted fever 
group (SFG) ricketsia may also be able to cause a chronic infec�on 
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or be associated with a chronic illness.' 
 
i. Does the CSIRO biomarker project isolate ricketsia and 
ricketsiaemia?  
 
ii. 'DSCATT does not refer to pa�ents diagnosed with a known 
Australian �ck-borne illness' (February 2023 Supplementary budget 
es�mates - SQ23-000061). Are chronically ill pa�ents with a ricketsia 
diagnosis or ricketsiaemia removed from the DSCATT label, as they 
have medically possible latent/chronic illness, with unexplored 
mechanisms?  
 
iii. The possibility of latent, reac�vated and chronic ricketsia was 
established fi�een years ago. What research is in progress focusing 
on mechanisms of latent, reac�vated and chronic ricketsial 
infec�ons? 
 
iv. What research is in progress focusing on whether chronically ill 
pa�ents who eventually clear ricketsial an�bodies but remain ill 
may s�ll have residual, latent infec�on?  
 
v. Do NATA-accredited laboratory tests for ricketsial infec�ons 
include a test for Australian Spoted Fever? If not, why not, when it 
was iden�fied in 2007 and iden�fied as a possible causal pathogen in 
chronic illness in 2008? 
 
Reference for QoN - Ques�on 5  
• Mathews KO, Phalen D, Norris JM, Stenos J, Toribio JA, Wood N, 
Graves S, Sheehy PA, Nguyen C, Bosward KL. Serological Evidence of 
Exposure to Spoted Fever Group and Typhus Group Ricketsiae in 
Australian Wildlife Rehabilitators. Pathogens. 2021 Jun 12;10(6):745. 
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doi: 10.3390/pathogens10060745. PMID: 34204809; PMCID: 
PMC8231516. 
htps://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/ar�cles/PMC8231516/  
• N. Unsworth, S. Graves, C. Nguyen, G. Kemp, J. Graham, J. Stenos. 
Markers of exposure to spoted fever ricketsiae in pa�ents with 
chronic illness, including fa�gue, in two Australian popula�ons, QJM: 
An Interna�onal Journal of Medicine, Volume 101, Issue 4, April 
2008, Pages 269–274, htps://doi.org/10.1093/qjmed/hcm149 
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Borrelia 
tachyglossi 

4. Borrelia tachyglossi was iden�fied in 2017.  
 
a. Could you provide detailed informa�on of work undertaken to 
iden�fy B. tachyglossi in pa�ents with illness atributed to �cks, 
especially in the context of medicine, as opposed to research? 
 
b. How would a pa�ent with recent onset of illness a�er a �ck-bite 
be screened to ensure that B. tachyglossi is not the pathogenic cause 
of illness. 
 
c. If no test exists, why not, a�er six years? 
 
d. The overarching recommenda�on made by the 2016 Senate 
Inquiry Commitee was need for urgency. The CSIRO's published 
research results will not be available un�l at least 2025 and any 
poten�al transla�onal medicine even later. Leaving aside the 
controversial DSCATT Clinical Pathway, what help has been offered to 
pa�ents suffering from illness atributed to �cks by the Department 
of Health and by doctors in the last seven years, since the Senate 
Inquiry? 
 
Reference for QoN - Ques�on 4  
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• Loh SM, Gillet A, Ryan U, Irwin P, Oskam C. Molecular 
characteriza�on of 'Candidatus Borrelia tachyglossi' (family 
Spirochaetaceae) in echidna �cks, Bothriocroton concolor. Int J Syst 
Evol Microbiol. 2017 Apr;67(4):1075-1080. doi: 
10.1099/ijsem.0.001929. PMID: 28475032; PMCID: PMC5817193. 
htps://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/28475032/ 
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research by 
CSIRO and 
Murdoch 
University 

Lyme Disease: 
Research and epidemiology 
 
1. The ‘Troublesome Ticks' Murdoch University research team 
iden�fied the endemic Borrelia tachyglossi. The CSIRO Tick Survey 
iden�fied Borrelia sp. HB, a novel hard �ck-borne relapsing fever 
Borrelia species iden�fied in H. bancro�i �cks.  
 
a. Acknowledging that CSIRO research remains in progress un�l June 
2024, to date, have either of these novel Borrelia species or other 
endemic Borrelia been iden�fied in Australian pa�ents or study 
controls in current CSIRO biomarker or test development research or 
the 'Troublesome Ticks' Murdoch University research? 
 
b. I refer to ques�on on no�ce:  SQ23-000204 
 
Disappoin�ng research outcomes have been implied by Paul Kelly's 
(Chief Medical Officer) remarks in Senate es�mates earlier this year. 
Could you elaborate on Professor Kelly's statements that 'we really 
have not found anything very specific that we can grab onto to say 
there is a clue that we could create a new treatment or even a 
diagnos�c test, unfortunately, in Australia' (16 February 2023 
Supplementary budget es�mates) and 'there is currently no evidence 
linking an endemic Australian Borrelia as the cause of DSCATT or any 
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other human �ck-borne disease in Australia' (February 2023 
Supplementary budget es�mates - SQ23-000204)?  
 
References for QoN - Ques�on 1  
• Go�on, A.W., Blasdell, K.R., Taylor, C., Banks, P.B., Michie, M., Roy-
Dufresne, E. et al. (2022) Metatranscriptomic profiling reveals 
diverse �ck-borne bacteria, protozoans and viruses in �cks and 
wildlife from Australia. Transboundary and Emerging Diseases, 69(5), 
e2389–e2407. htps://doi.org/10.1111/tbed.14581  
 
 
2. Could a list of pathogens found in the CSIRO Tick Survey be 
provided? 
 
3. Could a list of pathogens apparent from the 'Troublesome Ticks' 
Murdoch University research be provided? 

SQ23-
002232 

Department 
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and Aged 
Care 

Gerard 
Rennick 

SV40 
promoter 
in 
produc�on 
of vaccine 

71. Was the SV40 promoter used in the produc�on of the Pfizer 
vaccines? Was it eliminated completely from the final batches? What 
tes�ng did the TGA do to verify this and can it be provided? Writen 6/11/2023 
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002222 
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Care 

Gerard 
Rennick 

Covid 
vaccines 
used as the 
placebo in 
the AZ trial 

64. In the AZ trial what was the placebo used? Were other Covid 
vaccines used as the placebo? Writen 6/11/2023 

SQ23-
002221 

Department 
of Health 

Gerard 
Rennick 

Performanc
e of tests or 
checks 

63. Who performed all bulk holding stability, manufacturing trials, 
valida�on (including, but not limited to, method, process and 
equipment cleaning valida�on), raw material, in process, bulk 

Writen 6/11/2023 
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and Aged 
Care 

required to 
assure the 
quality of 
the Covid 
mRNA 
vaccines 

finished product and stability (chemical or microbial) tests or checks 
required to assure the quality of the Covid mRNA vaccines and tests 
or checks required by the Specifica�ons and cGMP. Was it the TGA or 
the sponsors? 

SQ23-
002218 

Department 
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Care 

Gerard 
Rennick 

Vaccine 
and 
menstrual 
bleeding 

19. Does the new TGA management agree with Professor Skerrit 
that clots aren't a risk that can cause strokes? I note that the 
vaccines are associated with clo�ng especially in women, many of 
whom have experience heavy menstrual bleeding. 
57. Numerous studies and anecdotal feedback have shown the Covid 
vaccine to cause excessive menstrual bleeding. What sort of drug 
causes excessive menstrual bleeding and isn't this a sign of clo�ng? Writen 6/11/2023 
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002214 

Department 
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and Aged 
Care 

Gerard 
Rennick 

Registra�o
n of 
BNT162b2 
(mRNA) 
COVID-19 
vaccine 

'44. Page 33 of the Product Assessment report says, ''The sponsor 
has submited the short-term results from the pivotal study to 
support the provisional registra�on of BNT162b2 (mRNA) COVID-19 
vaccine. The submited pivotal study has an overall good study 
design, including representa�ve study popula�on and acceptable 
sta�s�cal considera�ons. The results from this study have 
demonstrated that BNT162b2 (mRNA) at 30 µg administered as a 2 
dose schedule (21 days apart) achieved a short term vaccine efficacy 
of 95% against polymerase chain reac�on (PCR)-confirmed COVID-19 
in subjects = 16 years of age without prior evidence of SARS-CoV-2 
infec�on. This was demonstrated in a larger randomised, placebo-
controlled Phase III trial, with many subjects being followed up for a 
median of 2 months post Dose 2. The VE was consistent across age, 
gender, race and ethnicity demographics. VE was also demonstrated 
in those with one or more comorbidi�es. The analysis of tolerability 
and safety of the vaccine detected short lived, mild to moderate 
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local and systemic reactogenicity, a low incidence of severe or 
serious events, and no clinically significant safety concerns among 
par�cipants who were followed for a median of 2 months a�er the 
second dose of the vaccine.''  
 
How can the TGA claim that when less than 1% of both groups in the 
Pfizer trial caught Covid that the vaccine is 95% efficacious? This is 
completely misleading, is it not, given the absolute number was 
sta�s�cally insignificant? '' 

SQ23-
002213 

Department 
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Defini�on 
of 
''Product'' 
in the 
Pfizer 
Covid-19 
vaccine 
contract 

'43. Does the defini�on of ''''Product'''' in the Pfizer Covid-19 vaccine 
contract include the words ''''for the preven�on of Covid-19''''? '' Writen 6/11/2023 
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002200 
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Gerard 
Rennick 

Calcitriol 
warning 
labels on 
the Covid 
vaccine. 

32. Is Calcitriol included in any of the Covid vaccines, yes or no? If 
yes, given some people are hypersensi�ve to this drug why hasn't a 
warning label been put on the Covid vaccine?'' Writen 6/11/2023 
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Rennick 

Breakdown 
�me and 
dura�on of 
mRNA 
encoded 
proteins 

25. The TGA says that mRNA encoded proteins break down quickly 
but how did they know this in advance of the rollout given a 
distribu�on and degrada�on study wasn't done? I note the atached 
study has found spike proteins in the body up to six months a�er 
vaccina�on. 
htps://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/prca.202300048 Writen 6/11/2023 
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SQ23-
002194 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Gerard 
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Safety trials 
showing 
the impact 
of repeated 
boos�ng on 
the 
immune 
system. 

22. Does the TGA think that repeated boos�ng is safe given what is 
known about original an�genic sin and immune imprin�ng? Can 
safety trials showing the impact of repeated boos�ng on the 
immune system please be provided? Writen 6/11/2023 

SQ23-
002173 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Gerard 
Rennick 

Performanc
e of test 
kits in 
detec�ng 
Covid 

10. How does the TGA know that the primers that are commercial in 
confidence don't cross react with other coronaviruses, par�cularly 
with the shared genome of the RdRp, or fails to detect Covid 
because the primers are designed for a specific spike gene and the 
spike gene changes rapidly therefore the test could easily fail. Do you 
have performance assays for every strain of Covid for those primers? 
If not, who is responsible for audi�ng whether the test kits perform 
at all or whether they are detec�ng another coronavirus altogether? Writen 6/11/2023 

SQ23-
002150 

Department 
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Care 

Ralph 
Babet 

Addi�on of 
the COVID-
19 vaccine 
to the 
Australian 
Immunisa�
on 
Handbook 

21. On what date was Covid-19 added to the Australian 
Immunisa�on Handbook as a vaccine preventable disease, no�ng 
the webpage doesn't have any history of updates prior to 5th 
October 2023. Writen 6/11/2023 

SQ23-
002134 

Department 
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Care 

Ralph 
Babet 

Late-onset 
adverse 
events and 
vaccine-
associated 

12. What period of follow up is the TGA aware of in rela�on to trial 
par�cipants who have received newer Covid-19 vaccines, including 
the Pfizer bi-valent vaccine (Comirnaty Original/Omicron BA.1). Were 
clinical trials for these products being followed for a median of at 
least two months a�er receiving their final vaccine dose? Does the 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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enhanced 
respiratory 
disease 

TGA have evidence of a longer follow-up period of 6 months for 
some trial as is preferred to assess the poten�al risks of late-onset 
adverse events and vaccine-associated enhanced respiratory 
disease? 

SQ23-
002130 

Department 
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Babet 

Iden�fied 
vaccine-
associated 
enhanced 
respiratory 
disease 

11. How many cases of vaccine-associated enhanced respiratory 
disease have been reported to the TGA or iden�fied by the TGA as a 
result of or following Covid-19 vaccines? Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002129 

Department 
of Health 
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Care 

Ralph 
Babet 

Adverse 
event data 
following 
mRNA 
vaccine 

10. Can you please provide all reported adverse event data following 
mRNA vaccine administra�on, stra�fied by age, including the 
number of doses administered. Please ensure data is provided for 
18-30 years and 30-50 year old. Writen 3/11/2023 
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Ralph 
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Regulatory 
ac�ons in 
rela�on to 
safety 
issues 
linked to 
COVID-19 
vaccine 

9. Did the TGA ini�ate any regulatory ac�on in rela�on to any safety 
issue linked to a Covid 19 vaccine? If so, what was the safety issue, 
what ac�on was taken and which vaccines were they linked to? Writen 3/11/2023 
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Clinical trial 
and 
manufactur
ing of 
mRNA 

6. Is it true that the mRNA manufacturing process used to make the 
mRNA for the Pfizer ''vaccine'' clinical trial was different to the mRNA 
manufacturing process used by Pfizer to produce commercial lots? 
7. Is it true that the clinical trial ''vaccine'' mRNA was manufactured 
using RT-PCR (real-�me polymerase chain reac�on) methods but the 

Writen 6/11/2023 
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vaccines 
used by 
Pfizer 

commercial batches used plasmid DNA and E coli bacteria 
fermenta�on? 

SQ23-
002109 

Department 
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Primer 
sequence 
informa�on 
for 
commercial
ly available 
test kits 

8. ''''As described in Ques�on Two of SQ23-001071, the Australian 
Government cannot provide primer sequence informa�on for 
commercially available test kits as this is commercial in confidence 
and may be different for each test kit. In addi�on, the Australian 
Government does not hold primer sequence informa�on for test kits 
that have been developed ‘inhouse' by different laboratories.'''' If 
the Covid virus was naturally created, how can the sequence to it be 
commercial in confidence or patented? Writen 6/11/2023 

SQ23-
002089 

Department 
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and Aged 
Care 

Gerard 
Rennick 

DNA and 
Covid-19 
vaccine 

1. Can the TGA state what is the acceptable level of residual DNA in 
the vaccines from the linearised plasmid DNA template for mRNA 
produc�on?  
2. Will acceptable levels of DNA be the same for naked and 
encapsulated DNA? If so, given DNA degrades faster outside the cell 
why are the levels the same? 
3. Did the TGA carry out tests on every Covid-19 mRNA vaccine batch 
to ensure that DNA levels were below acceptable levels? Could the 
TGA please provide the levels of residual DNA for each Pfizer Covid 
vaccine batch that was used in Australia. What was the acceptable 
limit of DNA for a batch? 
74. Given that high levels of encapsulated DNA have been found in 
Pfizer batches, will the TGA sue Pfizer for fraud? If not, why not?'' Writen 6/11/2023 
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Detec�on 
of plasmid 
DNA and 

Regarding the detec�on of plasmid DNA and SV40 sequence 
1. Is the TGA aware of interna�onal concern regarding the detec�on 
of plasmid DNA in the COVID-19 mRNA Pfizer and Moderna 
''vaccines''? 
htps://osf.io/mjc97/htps://www.researchgate.net/publica�on/369
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SV40 
sequence 

967228_Sequencing_of_bivalent_Moderna_and_Pfizer_mRNA_vacci
nes_reveals_nanogram_to_microgram_quan��es_of_expression_ve
ctor_dsDNA_per_dose 
2. Has the TGA inves�gated the possible contamina�on of Pfizer and 
Moderna COVID-19 vaccines once it was reported that DNA 
contamina�on levels were possible 18-70 �mes higher than the 
limits set by the FDA and the European Medicines Agency (EMA)? 
3. Did the TGA conduct its own independent analysis to determine 
the level of contamina�on of DNA or did it depend on informa�on 
supplied by the manufacturers? 
4. Have any batches of COVID-19 vaccine been released to the public 
with levels of plasmid DNA considered unsafe by interna�onal 
standards? 
5. What plans does the TGA have to alert the public to the poten�al 
contamina�on of the COVID-19 vaccines so they can be fully 
informed? 
6. Did Pfizer alert the drug regulator that the plasmid DNA used to 
make the mRNA contained the Simian Virus 40 ((SV40) promotor 
gene sequence? 
7. If so, when did the TGA know SV40 was used in the Pfizer 
manufacturing process? 
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Pfizer 
Applica�on 
Adultera�o
n 

2. Health Canada has admited the Pfizer applica�on revealed that 
adultera�on but did not iden�fy the plasmid as Simian Virus 40 
(SV40). Did Pfizer iden�fy SV40 as being present in the product to 
the TGA, and if not what steps were taken by the TGA to iden�fy the 
adultera�on present in the sequencing of the Pfizer vaccine provided 
during the applica�on process by Pfizer? 
3. Some of the adultera�on (plasmids) contain viable strands of DNA 
derived from e-coli bacteria in which the product is grown, is this an 
accurate statement, and if not, why not? 

Writen 6/11/2023 
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4. Are some of the DNA strands referenced in Q3 encased in lipid 
nanopar�cles? 

SQ23-
002047 
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COVID 
‘vaccines' 
adulterated 
with 
plasmid 
DNA or 
similar 
substance 

1. Does the TGA accept the COVID ‘vaccines' were adulterated with 
plasmid DNA or similar substance? Please reply separately in respect 
of Pfizer, Moderna and Astra Zeneca products. Writen 6/11/2023 

SQ23-
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Indemnity 
for COVID 
vaccines 

Prof. Lawler: I will also add that taking into considera�on the 
commentary of the first part of your ques�on and the reflec�on on 
findings elsewhere, through our pharmacovigilance process we have 
not iden�fied any safety signals that have been atributed to quality 
issues.  
Senator ROBERTS: Would negligent produc�on techniques invalidate 
the indemnity provided to Pfizer and other  
manufacturers? 
Prof. Lawler: I'm not convinced that's a mater for the TGA to 
comment on in terms of indemnity. 
Senator ROBERTS: Who is? 
Mr Comley: I think we would have to take that on no�ce. 
Senator ROBERTS: Thank you. If not, who wrote the indemnity that 
has clearly encouraged the use of risky, novel techniques to grow the 
vaccine using elements of E. coli bacteria as the medium? 
Prof. Lawler: Recognising the elements of your ques�on, we would 
take that on no�ce as well. 
Senator Gallagher: But we don't accept the premise. The ques�ons 
around the indemnity we will take on no�ce. 

92-93 
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... 
Senator Gallagher: I want to make it clear what we're taking on 
no�ce. 
Senator ROBERTS: Would negligent produc�on techniques invalidate 
the indemnity provided to Pfizer and other manufacturers? If not, 
who wrote the indemnity that has clearly encouraged the use of 
risky, novel techniques to grow the vaccine using elements of E. coli 
bacteria as the medium? 
Prof. Lawler: I may be mistaken, but I think they are exactly the same 
two ques�ons you've just asked me. We are taking them on no�ce. 
Senator ROBERTS: One is- 
Senator Gallagher: We'll come back to you around the indemnity. I 
don't know that there's anyone here who can provide further 
informa�on on that. That was required, as I recall. I don't know if 
Professor Kelly can add anything here. The indemnity was required in 
order to ensure we could have a na�onal rollout of the vaccine in an 
urgent emergency situa�on. 
Senator ROBERTS: Required by whom, Minister? Who required the 
indemnity? 
Prof. Kelly: It's really commercial-in-confidence. 
Senator ROBERTS: So Pfizer requiring an indemnity before they 
consider a product- 
Senator Gallagher: It's a mater for the former government. 
Senator ROBERTS: is commercial-in-confidence? 
Senator Gallagher: I don't think anyone here can provide you with 
any more informa�on on that. I feel that the answer has been 
provided somewhere in the past. It has come up. 
Senator ROBERTS: I don't think it has been asked before, Minister. 
We're not convinced it was good manufacturing processes. The 
batches have irregular results and inconsistent results. Would 
negligent produc�on techniques invalid the indemnity provided to 
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Pfizer and others? 
Mr Comley: We understand the ques�ons. We'll take them on 
no�ce. 
Senator ROBERTS: Thank you. Professor Lawler seems to think the 
second ques�on is the same as the first, so I will ask the second one. 
If they don't invalidate the indemnity, who wrote the indemnity? 
Mr Comley: We'll take that on no�ce. The indemnity was nego�ated 
by the government with the manufacturers at the �me. 

SQ23-
001963 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Malcol
m 
Roberts 

Na�onal 
Centre for 
Immunisa�
on 
Research 
and 
Surveillanc
e (NCIRS) 
and 
adverse 
events 

Senator ROBERTS: A program within the NCIRS is AusVaxSafety, 
which monitors safety signals, meaning adverse events from 
vaccina�ons through the body. There is the Adverse Events Following 
Immunisa�on Clinical Assessment Network, or AEFI-CAN. How do 
you come up with all these acronyms? Here we have an organisa�on 
which, according to their About Us website page, is Australia's 
premier vaccine sales advocate. The NCIRS is in charge of 
recommending if the federal government should add more vaccines 
to the schedule. That same organisa�on also monitors for adverse 
events from the vaccines it promotes. Minister, does that sound like 
a suitable arrangement to you? 
Senator Gallagher: Sorry, Senator Roberts, you will have to repeat 
that. 
Senator ROBERTS: We have an organisa�on- 
Senator Gallagher: Is this ATAGI? 
Senator ROBERTS: No, NCIRS. It is in charge of recommending if the 
federal government should add more vaccines to the schedule. That 
same organisa�on also monitors for adverse events from the 
vaccines it promotes. So it advocates for vaccines and it supposedly 
monitors for the events. 
Senator Gallagher: That is not part of the regulatory framework of 
government. 

80 
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Prof. Kelly: The TGA is the main provider of informa�on about 
adverse events from vaccina�on. The NCIRS does run something. It's 
actually on behalf of NSW Health, as I understand it, but we can 
place that on no�ce. 

SQ23-
002006 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Jordon 
Steele-
John 

Child 
Dental 
Benefits 
Scheme 

Senator STEELE-JOHN: I have ques�ons about the CDBS. Does CDBS, 
the Child Dental Benefits Scheme, apply to children who meet 
Medicare age and welfare requirements and have le� school? 
Mr Coterell: Whether the child is at school or not is not relevant to 
eligibility. If they meet the age eligibility, and their family is in receipt 
of family tax benefit, they are eligible for the child benefit schedule. 
Senator STEELE-JOHN: So school is not relevant, just to confirm? 
How many children are using the scheme for the first �me? Could 
you provide us with how many children are using the scheme for the 
first �me? How many are repeat users of the scheme? Would you be 
able to provide us with this-and this may have to be on no�ce-a 
breakdown of private versus public u�lisa�on broken down by state 
and territory? If you have to take that on no�ce, that's fine. 
Mr Coterell: I'll need to take all of those on no�ce. 29 

26/10/202
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Department 
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and Aged 
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Jordon 
Steele-
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Consulta�o
n regarding 
improveme
nt of dental 
services 

Senator STEELE-JOHN: Without school atendance being a factor? In 
response to a ques�on from my colleague Senator Payman about the 
department's work to improve dental services, Mr Testa said the 
department 'relies on expert advice from oral health advisors 
through states and territories and from dental experts as well as 
subject mater experts'. Can you please iden�fy who you have 
consulted with outside of government regarding improvement of 
dental services in this financial year or calendar year, if it's easier? 
Mr Coterell: We would certainly have talked to the Australian Dental 
Associa�on and to all of the states and territories. We have internal 

29-30 
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dental advisors. I'd need take on no�ce beyond that, but certainly all 
those I've stated. 

SQ23-
002101 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Gerard 
Rennick 

Medicare 
COVID 
vaccina�on 
consults 

14. Is the Federal government s�ll paying doctors through Medicare 
for covid vaccina�on consults, plus the incen�ve charges that come 
with these?  If so, how much is being spent per month on paying 
doctors for Covid vaccina�on consults? Could this please be broken 
out monthly since January 2021. Writen 3/11/2023 
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002022 
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Differences 
between 
recommen
da�on and 
pricing for 
medical 
services 

Mr McCabe: Senator, I think the AMA might have made some 
remarks recently. They do, every November, an update to their 
recommended pricing guide for medical services. I think they have 
now made a recommenda�on that the standard consulta�on should 
be billed at just over $100. I haven't seen the publica�on yet. 
Senator RUSTON: It's 102. 
Mr Comley: What I'd say is that's a recommenda�on from the AMA, 
not what is actually being charged in GP markets. 
Senator RUSTON: Well, indeed, I'd be very keen to understand the 
rela�onship between that recommenda�on and what actually is 
being charged. 
Mr McCabe: We have done some historical look-backs across the 
AMA's recommended price guide versus, to the earlier point, the 
average full charge for pa�ents over a financial year. Again, to Ms 
Shakespeare's point, we don't look at it quarter by quarter, but last 
year the AMA was recommending standard consulta�ons be charged 
at $98. The average charge for that financial year was $80.31. 
Senator RUSTON: Okay, so are you believing that's probably about 
where it's likely to be at the moment in terms of the differen�al 
between the recommenda�on and the actual charge? 
Mr McCabe: I can't presuppose that, but once we get the data we 
will be able to confirm that. 51 
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SQ23-
002133 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Ralph 
Babet 

Monitoring 
of data 
provided by 
the new 
‘official' 
measure of 
excess 
deaths 
released in 
July 2023 

4. Ques�ons for the Department of Health and Aged Care about use 
and monitoring of data provided by the new ‘official' measure of 
excess deaths released in July 2023 
On 17th July 2023 the ABS released a new model for excess deaths in 
Australia (htps://www.abs.gov.au/ar�cles/measuring-australias-
excess-mortality-during-covid-19-pandemic-un�l-first-quarter-2023). 
This model includes 95% confidence intervals which provide an 
upper threshold. In the release, the ABS says: ''Prolonged periods (2 
or more weeks) where counts exceed thresholds suggest more 
strongly that the numbers of deaths are above or below normal.'' 
The release on 17th July clearly showed that for most of 2022 and 
2023 deaths had been above this threshold. 
4.1. What ac�ons has the Department of Health taken to a) inform 
the public that this has occurred; b) inves�gate internally the 
reasons for these excess deaths; c) allow for independent external 
inves�ga�on of the reasons for the excess deaths? 
4.2. The latest Provisional Mortality Sta�s�cs (27th October 2023) 
show deaths to 30th September 2023 at a level of 12.1% above 
baseline. Given that the new official excess mortality sta�s�cs do not 
appear to be being published on a regularly monthly or bimonthly 
schedule, how does the Department of Health propose to use the 
new official excess death measure as a safe and rapid way to monitor 
and act on excess deaths data in Australia? 
4.3. Has the Department of Health and Aged Care used the detailed 
data by age band and state/territory that the ABS used to produce 
this new model (and its forecasts) to examine ques�ons such as: Did 
lockdowns in par�cular states and territories at par�cular �mes 
affect the death rate in the locked down popula�ons?; and Did 
vaccine rollouts in par�cular age groups in par�cular states and 

Writen 6/11/2023 
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territories at par�cular �mes affect the death rate in the vaccinated 
age bands? 

SQ23-
002841 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Malcol
m 
Roberts 

Unexplaine
d deaths 
and COVID 
products 

8. If the 10,000 unexplained deaths in Australia in 2022 is not the 
result of adulterated COVID products as you tes�fied last week, what 
is the cause?  
9. Please explain what is the causal link between any cause you may 
have listed in (8) and the resul�ng deaths? Writen 6/11/2023 
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2. Monitoring excess deaths in reported in the Provisional Mortality 
Sta�s�cs in 2022 and 2023 
On 30th March 2022 the Australian Bureau of Sta�s�cs amended its 
‘baseline' for expected deaths used in its Provisional Mortality 
Sta�s�cs in a manner which would tend to reduce levels of excess 
deaths. Despite this, actual deaths were almost constantly in excess 
(and above the baseline range) throughout 2022 and to date have 
consistently exceeded this range in 2023. 
2.1. What, if any, monitoring system had the Department of Health 
put in place at any point (during the years 2022 to date) to trigger 
some form of ac�on, in the event that the ABS Provisional Mortality 
Sta�s�cs were consistently showing such levels of excess deaths for 
a number of weeks?  
2.2. What ac�on was planned in the event that excess deaths were 
above the previous range for more than a number of weeks? 
2.3. Was there any level of excess deaths reported in this publica�on 
that, ahead of the event, had been designated as being sufficient to 
trigger either a) a media release explicitly informing the public of the 
excess; or b) an internal inves�ga�on into the causes of the excess 
deaths or c) an external, independent inves�ga�on into the causes 
of the excess deaths? Writen 6/11/2023 
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Na�onal 
Rural 
Health 
Commissio
ner 

32. Please provide the number of current ASL allocated to the 
department/agency as at 1 July 2023. 
 
Please provide:  
a. Total number of ASL;  
b. Total number of FTE by APS classifica�on; 
c. the number of ASL allocated to each outcome for which the 
department/agency is responsible; and 
d. the number of FTE, by classifica�on, allocated to each outcome for 
which the department/agency is responsible; and 
e. The number of FTE posi�ons that are not currently filled, broken 
down by classifica�on. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002627 

Office of the 
National 
Rural Health 
Commissione
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and Fair 
Work 
Commissio
n referrals 
and claims 
in current 
financial 
year to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Office of 
the 
Na�onal 
Rural 
Health 

24. In rela�on to department/agency: 
a. In the current financial year to date, how many maters have been 
referred to Comcare? 
b. Of those claims referred to Comcare, redac�ng confiden�al 
informa�on, advise in which division the claimant works or worked 
and the circumstances surrounding the claim. 
c. What has the Department/agency learned from past Comcare 
claims? 
d. Of those employees who submited a Comcare claim, how many 
returned to work a�er a period of absence? 
 
25. In rela�on to the department/agency: 
a. In the current financial year to date, how many maters have been 
referred to the Fair Work Commission? 
b. Of those maters referred to either, please provide a 
comprehensive account of the circumstances, redac�ng confiden�al 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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Commissio
ner 

informa�on, including in which division the employee is or was 
employed, the nature of the complaint and the nature of the 
determina�on of the Fair Work Commission, Fair Work Ombudsman 
and/or conciliator. 
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Office of 
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Rural 
Health 
Commissio
ner 

22. What was the Department's/agency's total expenditure on 
promo�onal merchandise in financial year 2023/24 to date?  
 
Please provide an itemised list of the merchandise purchased with 
costs.  
 
Please provide examples and photographs of the merchandise 
purchased Writen 3/11/2023 
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002618 
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Total 
expenditur
e on media 
monitoring, 
adver�sing 
and 

20. What was the Department's/agency's total expenditure on media 
monitoring services in financial year 2023/24 to date? 
 
21. What was the Department's/agency's total expenditure on 
adver�sing and informa�on campaigns in financial year 2023/24 to 
date?  

Writen 3/11/2023 
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campaigns 
financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Office of 
the 
Na�onal 
Rural 
Health 
Commissio
ner 

 
Please provide an itemised list of the campaigns, their purpose, and 
their expected costs. 
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002615 
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fi�ngs 
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26 October 
2023 - 
Office of 
the 
Na�onal 
Rural 
Health 
Commissio
ner 

15. Were the furniture, fixtures or fi�ngs of the Secretary's/agency 
head's office, or the offices of any Deputy Secretaries/execu�ve 
leadership team members, upgraded in financial year 2023/24 to 
date?  
 
Please provide an itemised list of costs (GST inclusive). Please 
provide photographs of the works conducted. 
 
18. Were the facili�es of any of the Departments/agency premises 
upgraded in financial year 2023/24 to date, for example, staff room 
refurbishments, kitchen refurbishments, bathroom refurbishments, 
the purchase of any new fridges, coffee machines, or other kitchen 
equipment?  
 
Please provide a detailed descrip�on of the relevant facili�es 
upgraded together with an itemised list of costs (GST inclusive).  

Writen 3/11/2023 
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Please provide photographs of the upgraded facili�es. 
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ner 

13. In rela�on to expenditure on any func�ons or official recep�ons 
etc hosted by the Department or agencies in the por�olio in financial 
year 2023/24 to date, please provide the following: 
a. List of func�ons; 
b. List of atendees; 
c. Func�on venue; 
d. Itemised list of costs (GST inclusive); 
e. Details of any food served; 
f. Details of any wines or champagnes served including brand and 
vintage; and 
g. Details of any entertainment provided. 
 
14. In rela�on to any func�ons or official recep�ons hosted by 
Ministers or Assistant Ministers in the por�olio in financial year 
2023/24 to date, please provide the following: 
a. List of func�ons; 
b. List of atendees; 
c. Func�on venue; 
d. Itemised list of costs (GST inclusive); 
e. Details of any food served; 
f. Details of any wines or champagnes served including brand and 
vintage; and 
g. Details of any entertainment provided. Writen 3/11/2023 
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Departmen
tal staff and 

3. How many Departmental Liaison Officers have been allocated to 
each Minister in the por�olio?  

Writen 3/11/2023 
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Commissio
ner 

 
Please provide a list that outlines the level of the member of the 
department, the Minister they have been allocated to, and the �me 
they have been allocated to the Minister. 
 
Please denote any change in this alloca�on since May 2023.   
 
4. How many staff have been provided to Ministers offices not in a 
capacity as a Departmental Liaison Officer? 
 
Please provide a list that outlines the level of the member of the 
department, the Minister they have been allocated to, and the �me 
they have been allocated to the Minister. 
 
Please denote any change in this alloca�on since May 2023. 

SQ23-
002603 
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and 
turnaround 
of 
Ministerial 
Briefs since 
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to 26 
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2023 - 
Office of 
the 
Na�onal 
Rural 
Health 

1. Since 1 July 2023, has the Department/Agency been provided with 
advice or a direc�on on a minimum turnaround �me for 
considera�on of briefs by the Minister?  
 
If so, when was this advice provided to the Department? 
Please provide the minimum turnaround requirement.  
 
If there has been a change in a previously set minimum turnaround 
requirement, please provide: 
a. the previous turnaround requirement; and the date the change 
was requested.  
 
7. How many briefs has the Department/agency provided to each 
Minister in its por�olio? Please provide a list with the number of 
briefs for each Minister, and the date of the first provided brief.  

Writen 3/11/2023 
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Commissio
ner 

 
How many briefs have been returned to the Department for redra�? 
Please provide a list with the number of briefs for each Minister, and 
the dates of the return of briefs to the Department. 

SQ23-
002102 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Anne 
Ruston 

Defence 
Health 

1. I have been made aware that members of Defence Health have 
experienced extensive problems with Defence Health, including 
being unable to contact the insurer. When was the Government first 
advised of issues with Defence Health in rela�on to these alleged 
technical issues? 
2. What are the nature and extent of the problems? 
3. How many members does Defence Health have? 
4. How many members have had claims unpaid? 
5. Do you have data on the quantum of claims unpaid? 
6. Has the Department been in contact with the Commonwealth 
Ombudsman regarding the complaints? If so, do you have a 
breakdown of the nature of the complaints? 
7. Have any members been unable to access medical procedures due 
to these issues? 
8. Have you been advised on when will the issues be resolved? 
9. What has the Government done to help members or try to resolve 
issues at Defence Health? 
10. What was done and when? 
11. Can the Department give an assurance to members of the 
solvency and ongoing viability of Defence Health given some of the 
concerns that are being raised. 
12. If a member is unable to make contact with Defence Health to 
pay a premium or add a family member, it will have serious 
consequences not only for their access to medical care, but also 
serious tax consequences through the Medicare Levy Surcharge. 
13. Has the Government taken any ac�on through the Department 

Writen 6/11/2023 
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or ATO to provide a grace period for members of Defence Health 
who have not had their requests ac�oned? 

SQ23-
001999 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Anne 
Ruston 

Prostheses 
List Reform 
Evalua�on 

Senator RUSTON: The second contract says, 'Ac�vi�es to Support the 
Reform of Part B'. The contract was due to conclude on 1 March this 
year. I assume that it has been concluded. 
Ms Platona: That is the PwC contract. That has definitely finished. It 
was for reviewing part B of the Prostheses List, which is �ssue 
product. 
Senator RUSTON: Has that been publicly released? 
Ms Platona: I will find that answer and come back to you. Either it 
has been, or it will be. 
Senator RUSTON: I am keen to understand the deliverables that 
came out of it and how that work was incorporated. 
Ms Shakespeare: I am fairly certain that has been published on our 
consulta�on hub for the Prostheses List reforms. 
Senator RUSTON: If you could point to where that is, that would be 
great. 15-16 

26/10/202
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nt - 
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Care 

38. How many staff have a flexible work arrangement in place that 
enables them to work from home?  
a. Please provide a breakdown including; 
i. The propor�on of staff who work from home one day a week?  
ii. The propor�on of staff who work from home two days a week?  
iii. The propor�on of staff who work from home three days a week?  
iv. The propor�on of staff who work from home four days a week?  
v. The propor�on of staff who work from home five days a week?  
b. What is the annual cost of ren�ng out office space for employees? 
c. Please provide a copy of the department/agency's work from 
home policy. Writen 3/11/2023 
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SQ23-
002091 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Gerard 
Rennick 

Preclinical 
and animal 
studies 

4. There is no evidence that Pfizer ever did any preclinical or animal 
studies on Process 2 doses where a linearised plasmid DNA template 
was used for mRNA produc�on, unlike Process 1 that used a PCR 
amplified DNA template. Is this correct? If not, can studies carried 
out prior to the rollout of the vaccine using the Process 2 described 
above please be provided. I note that I asked Professor Skerrit for 
these studies previously in es�mates. Writen 6/11/2023 

SQ23-
002021 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Anne 
Ruston 

Out of 
pocket 
expenses 
for visi�ng 
a GP over 
past 12 
months 

  
"Senator RUSTON: Okay. Could you give us an idea of the trajectory 
on the out-of-pocket expenses for visi�ng a GP over the last 12 
months? 
Mr McCabe: Certainly. I'm just trying to find it here. We do an 
average over the financial year and the most common GP item or the 
standard item- 
Senator RUSTON: Sorry-you don't actually do month-by-month or 
quarter-by-quarter changes in the cost of going to a GP? I mean, 
averaged over 12 months is a fairly opaque descriptor, isn't it? 
Ms Warner: We group services together, so we have GP non-referred 
services grouped together and then we group all sorts of other 
services together as well. 
Senator RUSTON: Okay, so you don't have a breakdown? We've 
obviously got the standard consult, which is what everybody goes to 
when they're talking about it, because that's sort of the benchmark. 
So, for a 20-minute consult, for example, you can't tell me what an 
average out-of-pocket cost is, by month or by quarter, of a standard 
20-minute consult? 
Ms Warner: What I have in front of me is the last financial year. 
Senator RUSTON: Over a whole year. Has it always been the case that 
you've never had that informa�on? 
Ms Shakespeare: We also have quarterly data. But, because there is 

Hansard  
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seasonality in Medicare billings, you compare quarters to the 
previous same quarter, or we have the annualised sta�s�cs. 
Senator RUSTON: I'm quite happy about the seasonally-you're 
comparing- 
Ms Shakespeare: That's why we use the annual figures-to sort of 
adjust for the season. 
Senator RUSTON: But it also would be useful to understand if there is 
a trajectory here, which is how you do it if you're actually doing it by 
smaller increments of analysis. So you can actually provide me 
quarterly data; it's just that you then aggregate it into yearly data? 
Ms Shakespeare: We have the annualised figures and we also have 
quarterly figures, but the best comparison is the previous quarter-
the same quarter-because of those seasonality issues. So it's 
comparing it to the previous year's quarter. 
Senator RUSTON: Can you provide that? You can do that? If I asked 
you for the July quarter in 2022 and the July quarter in 2023, you can 
provide that data? 
Mr McCabe: We can provide it, Senator. 
Senator RUSTON: Is that able to be provided? 
Mr McCabe: Yes, it is. 
Senator RUSTON: And do you actually have any idea of the change 
from, let's say, the April quarter of 2022 to the April quarter of 2023? 
Mr McCabe: I don't know if we have it here. We'd have to actually go 
and look that up, Senator. 
Senator RUSTON: Okay." 

SQ23-
002066 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Anne 
Ruston 

Bulkbilling 
Incen�ve 

1. Has the Department considered the impact that the state payroll 
tax issue could have on the effec�veness of the Government's 
tripling the bulk billing incen�ve measure? 
2. Does the Government have any modelling that shows GP bulk 
billing rates will be increased as a result of this measure? 

Writen 6/11/2023 
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3. Of the 11 million Australians for which the bulk billing incen�ve 
measure applies to, how many of those Australians does the 
Department expect will gain access to bulk billed GP appointments 
as a result of this measure?  
4. Aside from tripling the bulk billing rate, has the Government 
implemented any measures to make GP visits more affordable? 

SQ23-
002207 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

David 
Pocock 

GP Grants 
Program 

• Please provide an update on the number of grants that have been 
provided, broken down by state and territory? 
• Has the Department commenced its audit into a random sample of 
grant recipients? 
• What were the findings of the audit? 
• Will the result of any audit be made publicly available? 
• How much does the Department project to spend in total on this 
grants program? 
• Have all grants now been assessed and paid? Writen 8/11/2023 

SQ23-
002064 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Anne 
Ruston 

Urgent 
Care Clinics 

1. Can the Department please provide the following data per 
opera�ng clinic: 
    a. The average hours of opening each week? 
    b. The daily opera�ng hours? 
    c. How many pa�ents are seen by each clinic per week? 
    d. How many pa�ents in total have been seen since 
establishment? 
    e. How many hours GPs are on site for? 
2. How many urgent care clinics are the Department expec�ng to be 
nurse led clinics? 
3. For each Urgent Care Clinic currently opera�ng, is the Department 
monitoring atendances at the local Emergency Department/s? If  
    so, can you provide an overview of local ED atendances per clinic, 
since the clinic has been established? 

Writen 6/11/2023 
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4. For each clinic not yet opera�ng, can the Department provide an 
update on progress and a likely �meline for establishment? 

SQ23-
001953 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Larissa 
Waters 

Breas�eedi
ng 
Voluntary 
Code 

Breas�eeding Voluntary Code 
1. To inform policy on the marke�ng of commercial milk formula, as 
advised by the ACCC in July 2021, when will the Department make 
public the report on the fourth review of the Marke�ng in Australia 
of Infant Formula (MAIF) Agreement, and will there be sufficient 
�me prior to re-authorisa�on of the MAIF Agreement, no�ng the 
current authorisa�on expires on 31 July 2024? 
2. Since the last authorisa�on of the MAIF Agreement (July 2021), on 
how many occasions has the Department met with representa�ves 
and lobbyists of the commercial milk formula, dairy and baby food 
industries (companies, importers, 
distributors and suppliers)? 
a. How many of these mee�ngs were about the marke�ng of 
commercial milk formula and baby food products? 
b. On how many occasions has the Department met with 
representa�ves and peak bodies for public health and breas�eeding 
on these issues? Writen 

31/10/202
3 

SQ23-
001956 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Larissa 
Waters 

Health in 
my 
language 
program 

Health in my language program 
? Has the evalua�on of Health in My Language Program been 
completed? Has the Department made any decisions about 
con�nuing that program past June 2024? Writen 

31/10/202
3 

SQ23-
001957 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Larissa 
Waters 

Women's 
Health 
Strategy 
workplan 

Women's Health Strategy workplan 
The Senate Inquiry into Universal Access to Reproduc�ve Healthcare 
recommended developing an implementa�on plan for the Women's 
Health Strategy with clear KPIs and annual repor�ng. 
? Has the Department been asked to start work on developing an 
implementa�on plan? 

Writen 
31/10/202
3 
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? What role is the Women's Health Advisory Council playing in that 
work? 
? Is funding currently allocated on the basis of Na�onal Women's 
Health Strategy priori�es and deliverables? Would clear KPIs help to 
guide funding alloca�ons? 
? When will the implementa�on plan be made public? 

SQ23-
001962 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Anne 
Ruston 

Hours of 
the Urgent 
Care Clinics 

Senator RUSTON: Of those 33 clinics that are currently up and 
running, how many are open between 8 am and 10 pm? 
Mr Coterell: I could work that out for you, but I think it would be 
quicker to take it on no�ce, if you are happy. I have the opening 
hours of each clinic, but I would need to go through them. 
Senator RUSTON: Clearly there are some- 
Mr Coterell: There are some that do not have the 8 am to 10 pm 
seven days a week hours. We have been working to make sure that 
they open to make sure they meet the objec�ve of taking the 
pressure off the local public hospital emergency departments. 
Senator RUSTON: I understand that. I don't mean to be rude, but I 
have to be a bit quick here because I think the chair is going to wind 
me up. I would really love to know what the opening hours of the 
clinics are, and that includes the hours they say they are open on 
their websites and the like and the actual hours they are open. We 
know quite clearly that is not always the case. Some�mes the listed 
hours are not their actual hours they are open. Can you also confirm 
the hours of the Palmerston Medicare urgent care clinic? My 
understanding is that it only opens six hours a day. Can you confirm 
that in the data you come back to me with? In the ACT, you talked 
earlier with Senator Pocock about the nurse-led walk-in clinics. I 
would like to understand the difference in the opera�on of the 
previously nurse-led walk-in clinics and the UCCs. Is there any 
change in the services offered? Is there any change in the hours? Is 

75 
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there any change in the personnel? Have there been any increased 
consulta�ons? Is it simply a name change? In the case of the priority 
primary care clinics in Victoria that were taken over from the 
Victorian government and funded into UCCs, what is the difference 
between the opera�on of those clinics now as to what they were 
before they were rebranded as UCCs? I am also keen to understand 
whether there are any other UCCs apart from the ones in the ACT 
that don't have GPs on site either all of the �me or part of the �me? 
Mr Coterell: I will take all of those things on no�ce. All of the urgent 
care clinics are required to meet the 
na�onally agreed opera�onal guidance, which is available publicly. In 
the ACT, we are adding to the staffing with 
nurse prac��oners for the full hours of opening so that there is 
prescribing, there is the reques�ng of pathology 
and diagnos�c imaging available at all of those centres without the 
pa�ents having to go to hospital. They might 
need to go to a local pathology provider. 

SQ23-
002144 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Anne 
Ruston 

TGA 
training 
budget 
over 2022-
23 and 
2023-24 

1. What is the current FTE staff numbers at the TGA? 
a. Is that under or over the authorised cap for the TGA? 
2. Are you able to provide a breakdown of the nature of the roles in 
the TGA between: 
a. Scien�fic/Technical 
b. Management 
c. Senior Execu�ve Service 
d. Administra�on/Support posi�ons? 
3. Do you consider that you have enough people in those key roles to 
be able to fulfill the mission of the TGA in an efficient and �mely 
fashion? 
a. Is the experience level – ie: skills/knowledge/applica�on – 
sufficient for each of the above categories? 

Writen 6/11/2023 
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b. If not, why not? 
c. Are you able to recruit those vacancies or the experience level 
required – if not, why not? 
4. Are you able to provide us a sense of what the TGA's training 
budget is over the 2022-23 and 2023-24? 
a. Can you outline the areas that training was undertaken by the 
various categories of staff? 
b. Is that more or less training over those two years? 

SQ23-
002074 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Anne 
Ruston 

Covid-19 
Vaccina�on 

1. How many doses of Covid-19 vaccina�ons does Australia currently 
have on hand? 
2. What do the Department of Health consider to be vulnerable 
categories in terms of the Covid-19 vaccina�ons? 
3. Are the current vaccina�on rates lower than you would like to 
see? 
4. Do you believe that the current vaccina�on rates are acceptable? 
5. Are you concerned about vulnerable cohorts, like aged care 
residents, who are due for their vaccina�on yet have not received 
one? Writen 6/11/2023 

SQ23-
002024 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Kerrynn
e Liddle 

Increasing 
specialist 
services for 
children 
with 
harmful 
sexual 
behaviours 
in the NT 

Senator LIDDLE: I wanted to ask specifically-and I was told this one 
was definitely outcome 2. It's in reference to increasing specialist 
services for children with harmful sexual behaviours in the Northern 
Territory. It seems like every �me I ask about this, it doesn't mater 
who I ask or which agency, I get this blank look. It's in the budget 
papers. It's very specific to the Northern Territory. This is about the 
third �me I think I've asked, and now I've been told I've got to come 
to Health. Does anybody know about this project? It's si�ng under 
'Other health payments'. 
Senator Gallagher: I think this has come up at previous es�mates- 
Ms Shakespeare: Yes, I think it came up last �me. 
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Senator Gallagher: and we did-let us just check on that. I'm sure I 
was here when it was raised last �me. It's a very specific program. 
CHAIR: I think Mr Comley told Senator Liddle it was outcome 2 this 
morning. 
Ms Street: I understand that proposal is actually being managed and 
administered by the Atorney-General's Department. 
Senator Gallagher: I thought that was the evidence last �me, 
actually-the last Health es�mates. I actually think it's through an 
agreement with the Northern Territory. 
Senator LIDDLE: I've been round and round. So I can quote them and 
say you've referred me to them? 
Senator Gallagher: Did AGD refer you here? 
Senator LIDDLE: No, I think Social Services referred us here. 
Senator Gallagher: AGD already appeared, I think, earlier in the 
week. I can see whether there's anything we can do to provide you 
with a briefing on that, Senator Liddle. I'll undertake to do that. 
Senator LIDDLE: I can write a leter about that one. That would be 
terrific. 

SQ23-
002264 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Jane 
Hume 

Solicited or 
encouraged 
dona�ons 
to the YES 
Campaign - 
Departmen
t of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

40. It was reported in the The Age and Sydney Morning Herald by 
journalists Richard Baker, Nick McKenzie and Hannah Bowers that Mr 
Richard Prat said that he had donated $1 million to the Voice 
referendum's Yes campaign because he had fielded a request to do 
so from a senior adviser to Prime Minister Anthony Albanese.  
a. Have any personal staff in the Office of the Minister solicited or 
encouraged dona�ons to the YES Campaign prior to or during the 
course of the referendum campaign? 
b. Have any personal staff in the Office of the Minister solicited or 
encouraged dona�ons to the YES Campaign on the basis of policy 
decisions? Writen 3/11/2023 
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SQ23-
002738 

National 
Health 
Funding 
Body 

Jane 
Hume 

Flexible 
work 
arrangeme
nt - 
Na�onal 
Health 
Funding 
Body 

38. How many staff have a flexible work arrangement in place that 
enables them to work from home?  
a. Please provide a breakdown including; 
i. The propor�on of staff who work from home one day a week?  
ii. The propor�on of staff who work from home two days a week?  
iii. The propor�on of staff who work from home three days a week?  
iv. The propor�on of staff who work from home four days a week?  
v. The propor�on of staff who work from home five days a week?  
b. What is the annual cost of ren�ng out office space for employees? 
c. Please provide a copy of the department/agency's work from 
home policy. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002724 

National 
Health 
Funding 
Body 

Jane 
Hume 

Current ASL 
allocated to 
the 
departmen
t/agency as 
at 1 July 
2023 - 
Na�onal 
Health 
Funding 
Body 

32. Please provide the number of current ASL allocated to the 
department/agency as at 1 July 2023. 
 
Please provide:  
a. Total number of ASL;  
b. Total number of FTE by APS classifica�on; 
c. the number of ASL allocated to each outcome for which the 
department/agency is responsible; and 
d. the number of FTE, by classifica�on, allocated to each outcome for 
which the department/agency is responsible; and 
e. The number of FTE posi�ons that are not currently filled, broken 
down by classifica�on. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002073 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Anne 
Ruston 

Newborn 
Bloodspot 
Screening 
Program 

1. During the elec�on campaign, Prime Minister Albanese commited 
to increase the number of gene�c and early life condi�ons that 
newborns are screened for from around 25 to 80 through the 
newborn bloodspot screening program. Can the Department please 
provide an update on the progress of this elec�on commitment? 
2. What is the current �meline for when all Australian newborns will 

Writen 6/11/2023 
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be screened for 80 condi�ons, in line with the Government's pre-
elec�on commitment? 
3. On 24 April this year, the Australian Pompe Associa�on expressed 
‘deep disappointment' at the lack of ac�on to implement the 
elec�on commitment. Can the Department please provide an update 
on the inclusion of Pompe Disease in the expanded na�onal 
newborn bloodspot screening? 

SQ23-
002036 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Anne 
Ruston 

Objec�ve 
of the PBS 
adver�sing 
campaign 

Ms Balmanno: Just to clarify my answer before about photo shoots, I 
have confirmed that at that point in �me in rela�on to the previous 
PBS measure where the copayment was reduced to $30, we were 
considering doing a photo shoot for primary care and pharmacy, 
involving real prac��oners rather than ac�ng talent, which is o�en 
the case, and to have that available for different communica�ons to 
the sector. We had discussed the idea of doing that with the crea�ve 
agency. They then did the talent call. We became aware of it. We had 
not commissioned that piece of work. We became aware of the 
talent call. We raised it with them. The photo shoot did not go 
ahead. It was withdrawn. That was the process in rela�on to that. I 
will take on no�ce the extent of correspondence in rela�on to that. 
Senator KOVACIC: They didn't go off, effec�vely, en�rely of their own 
accord; there had been preliminary discussions in rela�on to it? 
Ms Balmanno: There had been preliminary discussions about the 
possibility of doing this in terms of it, but they were not authorised 
to do it. We had not commissioned the work. 
Senator KOVACIC: Clearly there was a miscommunica�on around 
whether it was commissioned; they probably would not have gone 
off on their own accord had they understood that it was not 
commissioned. 
Ms Balmanno: That would have to be a ques�on for them, in terms 
of what their understanding was. We were clear that we had not 
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authorised the work. 
Senator RUSTON: Is it possible to get a copy of the objec�ves of that 
adver�sing campaign in rela�on to what the department was 
seeking to achieve by that? 
Ms Balmanno: The $30 one? 
Senator RUSTON: Yes. 
Ms Balmanno: I don't have it with me now, but we can get that. 

SQ23-
002039 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Linda 
Reynold
s 

Medicinal 
Cannabis 
and TGO93 
amendmen
ts 

1. What is the yearly total number of medicinal cannabis products 
available for prescrip�on via TGA access pathways during the period 
2016 – 2023?  
 
2. Can the TGA please explain when the most recent TGO93 
amendments came into effect and that their purpose is?  
 
3. Is it true that the TGO93 amendments do not apply to medicinal 
cannabis products that were released for supply prior to 1 July 2023?  
 
4. Prior to 1 July 2023, there has been a mass dumping of medicinal 
cannabis products onto the Australian market by companies who 
were reliant on products that do not comply with TGO93. What is 
the TGA's assessment of product quality and safety risks to pa�ents 
on the basis of this ac�vity, and how is the TGA responding to this? Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002000 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Anne 
Ruston 

60 Day 
Dispensing 

Senator Ruston: ... A couple of ques�ons on no�ce remain 
outstanding. Ques�on on no�ce SQ23001909 on the impact 
assessment on 60-day dispensing, in rela�on to the changes 
between the first pass and the second pass of that document, was 
put on no�ce and, to the best of my knowledge, we s�ll haven't 
received an answer to that. 
Ms Shakespeare: We are happy to check into where that response is 
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at the moment. 
Mr Comley: I was advised that we had replied to all ques�ons on 
no�ce bar one for now. There was an issue about whether the 
website had been updated to have all those numbers, but that was 
my advice. 
Mr Lye: That's correct. 
Senator RUSTON: So there is that ques�on on no�ce, and the other 
one I was looking for is in rela�on to strengthening Medicare GP 
grants, SQ23001754. If you can check whether the answers to those 
two ques�ons are there, that would be great. 

SQ23-
002002 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Maria 
Kovacic 

Informa�on 
Campaign 
Planning 

Senator KOVACIC: You will excuse my confusion with all of this. I 
guess that confusion would extend to chronically ill Australians and 
community pharmacists who have to deal with all of these ques�ons 
as people come in and try to understand why they aren't ge�ng 60-
day prescrip�ons. My local pharmacist, who I saw a couple of weeks 
ago, was explaining how much �me they are spending on this 
explana�on. We spoke of the marke�ng campaign or the informa�on 
campaign. Could you tell me a bit about when planning for that 
campaign began and the cost of that overall campaign? 
Ms Balmanno: The planning for the campaign commenced once the 
decision of government was made to implement the measure. In 
terms of it being in market, that commenced on 27 September, and 
it's planned to run for eight weeks. 
Senator KOVACIC: What was the date of the planning start, the 
actual date, as opposed to when the government decided? Do you 
have that date? 
Ms Balmanno: I don't have the actual date of the planning start. That 
is something I could take on no�ce. 24 
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SQ23-
002647 

Office of the 
National 
Rural Health 
Commissione
r 

Jane 
Hume 

Flexible 
work 
arrangeme
nt - Office 
of the 
Na�onal 
Rural 
Health 
Commissio
ner 

38. How many staff have a flexible work arrangement in place that 
enables them to work from home?  
a. Please provide a breakdown including; 
i. The propor�on of staff who work from home one day a week?  
ii. The propor�on of staff who work from home two days a week?  
iii. The propor�on of staff who work from home three days a week?  
iv. The propor�on of staff who work from home four days a week?  
v. The propor�on of staff who work from home five days a week?  
b. What is the annual cost of ren�ng out office space for employees? 
c. Please provide a copy of the department/agency's work from 
home policy. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002608 

Office of the 
National 
Rural Health 
Commissione
r 

Jane 
Hume 

Mee�ngs 
between 
Secretary/A
gency head 
with 
Ministers - 
Office of 
the 
Na�onal 
Rural 
Health 
Commissio
ner 

5. How many mee�ngs has the Secretary/agency head had with the 
Ministers in their por�olio since 1 July 2023?   
  
Please provide a list with the number of mee�ngs by Minister, and 
the date of the first mee�ng with each Minister.  
  
6. How many mee�ngs has the Secretary/agency head had with any 
Ministers not in their por�olio since 1 July 2023?  
  
Please provide a list with the number of mee�ngs by Minister, and 
the date of the first mee�ng with each Minister. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002661 

National 
Health 
Funding 
Body 

Jane 
Hume 

Hospitality 
provided to 
por�olio 
Ministers' 
offices 

2. Since 1 July 2023, has the Department provided any hospitality in 
Ministers' offices? 
 
Please specify the date, itemised cost, purpose, and atendees for 
the hospitality. 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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since 1 July 
2023 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Na�onal 
Health 
Funding 
Body 

 
Since 1 July 2023, have there been any amendments to the 
Department's policy on providing hospitality in the Ministers offices?  
 
If so, please provide a copy of the policy and a reference for the 
amendment 

SQ23-
002655 

National 
Health 
Funding 
Body 

Jane 
Hume 

Provision 
and 
turnaround 
of 
Ministerial 
Briefs since 
1 July 2023 
to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Na�onal 
Health 
Funding 
Body 

1. Since 1 July 2023, has the Department/Agency been provided with 
advice or a direc�on on a minimum turnaround �me for 
considera�on of briefs by the Minister?  
 
If so, when was this advice provided to the Department? 
Please provide the minimum turnaround requirement.  
 
If there has been a change in a previously set minimum turnaround 
requirement, please provide: 
a. the previous turnaround requirement; and the date the change 
was requested.  
 
7. How many briefs has the Department/agency provided to each 
Minister in its por�olio? Please provide a list with the number of 
briefs for each Minister, and the date of the first provided brief.  
 
How many briefs have been returned to the Department for redra�? 
Please provide a list with the number of briefs for each Minister, and 
the dates of the return of briefs to the Department. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002652 

Office of the 
National 
Rural Health 

Jane 
Hume 

Solicited or 
encouraged 

40. It was reported in the The Age and Sydney Morning Herald by 
journalists Richard Baker, Nick McKenzie and Hannah Bowers that Mr 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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Commissione
r 

dona�ons 
to the YES 
Campaign - 
Office of 
the 
Na�onal 
Rural 
Health 
Commissio
ner 

Richard Prat said that he had donated $1 million to the Voice 
referendum's Yes campaign because he had fielded a request to do 
so from a senior adviser to Prime Minister Anthony Albanese.  
a. Have any personal staff in the Office of the Minister solicited or 
encouraged dona�ons to the YES Campaign prior to or during the 
course of the referendum campaign? 
b. Have any personal staff in the Office of the Minister solicited or 
encouraged dona�ons to the YES Campaign on the basis of policy 
decisions? 

SQ23-
002649 

Office of the 
National 
Rural Health 
Commissione
r 

Jane 
Hume 

ChatGPT on 
internal 
networks - 
Office of 
the 
Na�onal 
Rural 
Health 
Commissio
ner 

39. Does the department/agency allow for the use of ChatGPT on 
the internal network?  
 
If so, what risk management and governance mechanisms are in 
place to protect government data?  
a. Please provide the department/agency policy on use of ar�ficial 
intelligence. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002642 

Office of the 
National 
Rural Health 
Commissione
r 

Jane 
Hume 

Freedom of 
informa�on 
applica�on
s has the 
Ministers 
office 
received 
since 1 July 
2023 to 26 

35. How many freedom of informa�on applica�ons have been 
received by the Minister's office since 1 July 2023? 
Please provide a breakdown including; 
a. the number of applica�ons by Minister, 
i. the number of applica�ons that are yet to be decided; 
ii. the number of applica�ons refused; and 
iii. the number of applica�ons overdue, including the number of days 
overdue. Writen 3/11/2023 
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October 
2023  - 
Office of 
the 
Na�onal 
Rural 
Health 
Commissio
ner 

SQ23-
002640 

Office of the 
National 
Rural Health 
Commissione
r 

Jane 
Hume 

Freedom of 
informa�on 
applica�on
s has the 
departmen
t/agency 
received 
since 1 July 
202 to 23 
October 
2023 - 
Office of 
the 
Na�onal 
Rural 
Health 
Commissio
ner 

34. How many freedom of informa�on applica�ons has the 
department/agency received since 1 July 2023? 
Please provide a breakdown of the number including; 
a. the number of applica�ons withdrawn; 
b. the number of applica�ons refused under sec�on 34 of the 
Freedom of Informa�on Act 1982; 
c. the number of applica�ons refused under sec�on 24 of the 
Freedom of Informa�on Act 1982; 
d. the number of applica�ons refused under sec�on 24A of the 
Freedom of Informa�on Act 1982; 
e. the number of applica�ons subject to internal review; 
f. the number of applica�ons subject to review by the OAIC; 
g. the number of applica�ons subject to review by the AAT; 
h. the number of applica�ons subject to review by the Federal Court; 
and 
i. the number of applica�ons where the original decision has been 
overturned. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002638 

Office of the 
National 
Rural Health 

Jane 
Hume 

Provision of 
market 

33. Has the department/agency provided any Minister's office with 
market research conducted in rela�on to a  

Writen 3/11/2023 
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Commissione
r 

research to 
any 
Ministers 
Office in 
rela�on to 
a 
Commonw
ealth 
Informa�on 
and 
Adver�sing 
Campaign - 
Office of 
the 
Na�onal 
Rural 
Health 
Commissio
ner 

commonwealth Informa�on and Adver�sing Campaign? 
Please provide a list of the Ministers and the date on which they 
were provided the research. 

SQ23-
002632 

Office of the 
National 
Rural Health 
Commissione
r 

Jane 
Hume 

Requests 
from 
por�olio 
Minister's 
offices 
seeking 
data or 
informa�on 
by 
electorate 
since 1 July 

31. Since 1 July 2023, has the department / agency ever received a 
request from a por�olio minister's office seeking data or informa�on 
separated out by electorate?  
a. Please provide a list of all requests, including any �meframe 
provided for a response, whether a response was provided, and the 
context of the request if provided.  
b. Please provide a copy of all responses to the request. Writen 3/11/2023 



383 
 

2023 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Office of 
the 
Na�onal 
Rural 
Health 
Commissio
ner 

SQ23-
002631 

Office of the 
National 
Rural Health 
Commissione
r 

Jane 
Hume 

New 
en��es 
created, 
wound up, 
amalgamat
ed, ceased 
or 
disbanded 
since May 
2022 - 
Office of 
the 
Na�onal 
Rural 
Health 
Commissio
ner 

29. How many new en��es (including advisory boards and agencies) 
have been created within the por�olio since May 2022?  
Please list each en�ty, its purpose, and the date it was created. 
 
30. How many new en��es (including advisory boards and agencies) 
have been wound up, amalgamated, ceased or disbanded since May 
2022? 
Please list each en�ty, its purpose, and the date it was wound up, 
amalgamated, ceased, or disbanded. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002629 

Office of the 
National 
Rural Health 

Jane 
Hume 

Current 
reviews 

26. Please provide a list of the number of reviews that the 
department/agency is currently conduc�ng.  

Writen 3/11/2023 
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and 
completed 
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since 1 July 
2022 to 26 
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2023 - 
Office of 
the 
Na�onal 
Rural 
Health 
Commissio
ner 

Please provide: 
a. the name of the review; 
b. the purpose of the review; 
c. the name or names of the reviewer(s); 
d. the remunera�on for each of the reviewer(s); 
e. the budgeted cost of the review; 
f. the amount spent to date; and 
g. the date the review is due to be completed. 
 
27. Please provide a list of the number of reviews that the 
department/agency has completed since 1 July 2022.  
Please provide:  
a. the name of the review; 
b. the purpose of the review; 
c. the name or names of the reviewer(s); 
d. the remunera�on for each of the reviewer(s); 
e. the budgeted cost of the review; 
f. the amount spent; 
g. the date the review was due to be completed; 
h. the date the review was completed; 
i. the date the review was provided to the Department; 
j. the date the review was provided to the Minister; and 
k. the date the review was provided to the Minister's office. 

SQ23-
002612 

Office of the 
National 
Rural Health 
Commissione
r 

Jane 
Hume 

List of 
membershi
ps for 
Commonw
ealth 
taskforces - 
Office of 

11. Please provide a list of all the Commonwealth taskforces of 
which the Department/agency has membership.  
 
Please specify where there are changes to the list since May 2023. Writen 3/11/2023 
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the 
Na�onal 
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Commissio
ner 
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002611 
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List of 
membershi
ps for 
Commonw
ealth inter-
departmen
tal 
commitees 
- Office of 
the 
Na�onal 
Rural 
Health 
Commissio
ner 

10. Please provide a list of all the Commonwealth inter-departmental 
commitees of which the Department/agency has membership.  
 
Please specify where there are changes to the list since May 2023. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002609 

Office of the 
National 
Rural Health 
Commissione
r 

Jane 
Hume 

New policy 
proposals 
provided to 
por�olio 
Minister 
offices 
since 1 July 
2023 to 26 

8. How many New Policy Proposals has the Department/agency 
provided to each Minister in its por�olio since 1 July 2023?  
 
Please provide a list with the number of New Policy Proposals by 
Minister, and the date of the first provided New Policy Proposal. Writen 3/11/2023 
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October 
2023 - 
Office of 
the 
Na�onal 
Rural 
Health 
Commissio
ner 

SQ23-
002606 

Office of the 
National 
Rural Health 
Commissione
r 

Jane 
Hume 

Hospitality 
provided to 
por�olio 
Ministers' 
offices 
since 1 July 
2023 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Office of 
the 
Na�onal 
Rural 
Health 
Commissio
ner 

2. Since 1 July 2023, has the Department provided any hospitality in 
Ministers' offices? 
 
Please specify the date, itemised cost, purpose, and atendees for 
the hospitality. 
 
Since 1 July 2023, have there been any amendments to the 
Department's policy on providing hospitality in the Ministers offices?  
 
If so, please provide a copy of the policy and a reference for the 
amendment Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002681 

National 
Health 
Funding 
Body 

Jane 
Hume 

List of 
membershi
ps for 
Commonw

10. Please provide a list of all the Commonwealth inter-departmental 
commitees of which the Department/agency has membership.  
 
Please specify where there are changes to the list since May 2023. Writen 3/11/2023 
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SQ23-
002676 

National 
Health 
Funding 
Body 

Jane 
Hume 

Paper 
usage from 
Australian 
producers 
and 
overseas - 
Na�onal 
Health 
Funding 
Body Paper usage from Australian producers and overseas Writen 3/11/2023 
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Funding 
Body 

Jane 
Hume 

New policy 
proposals 
provided to 
por�olio 
Minister 
offices 
since 1 July 
2023 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Na�onal 

8. How many New Policy Proposals has the Department/agency 
provided to each Minister in its por�olio since 1 July 2023?  
 
Please provide a list with the number of New Policy Proposals by 
Minister, and the date of the first provided New Policy Proposal. Writen 3/11/2023 
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Mee�ngs 
between 
Secretary/A
gency head 
with 
Ministers - 
Na�onal 
Health 
Funding 
Body 

5. How many mee�ngs has the Secretary/agency head had with the 
Ministers in their por�olio since 1 July 2023?   
  
Please provide a list with the number of mee�ngs by Minister, and 
the date of the first mee�ng with each Minister.  
  
6. How many mee�ngs has the Secretary/agency head had with any 
Ministers not in their por�olio since 1 July 2023?  
  
Please provide a list with the number of mee�ngs by Minister, and 
the date of the first mee�ng with each Minister. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002666 

National 
Health 
Funding 
Body 

Jane 
Hume 

Departmen
tal staff and 
Departmen
tal Liaison 
Officer's 
allocated to 
por�olio 
Ministers' 
offices - 
Na�onal 
Health 
Funding 
Body 

3. How many Departmental Liaison Officers have been allocated to 
each Minister in the por�olio?  
 
Please provide a list that outlines the level of the member of the 
department, the Minister they have been allocated to, and the �me 
they have been allocated to the Minister. 
 
Please denote any change in this alloca�on since May 2023.   
 
4. How many staff have been provided to Ministers offices not in a 
capacity as a Departmental Liaison Officer? 
 
Please provide a list that outlines the level of the member of the 
department, the Minister they have been allocated to, and the �me 
they have been allocated to the Minister. 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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Please denote any change in this alloca�on since May 2023. 

SQ23-
002711 

National 
Health 
Funding 
Body 

Jane 
Hume 

Current 
reviews 
and 
completed 
reviews 
since 1 July 
2022 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Na�onal 
Health 
Funding 
Body 

26. Please provide a list of the number of reviews that the 
department/agency is currently conduc�ng.  
Please provide: 
a. the name of the review; 
b. the purpose of the review; 
c. the name or names of the reviewer(s); 
d. the remunera�on for each of the reviewer(s); 
e. the budgeted cost of the review; 
f. the amount spent to date; and 
g. the date the review is due to be completed. 
 
27. Please provide a list of the number of reviews that the 
department/agency has completed since 1 July 2022.  
Please provide:  
a. the name of the review; 
b. the purpose of the review; 
c. the name or names of the reviewer(s); 
d. the remunera�on for each of the reviewer(s); 
e. the budgeted cost of the review; 
f. the amount spent; 
g. the date the review was due to be completed; 
h. the date the review was completed; 
i. the date the review was provided to the Department; 
j. the date the review was provided to the Minister; and 
k. the date the review was provided to the Minister's office. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002707 

National 
Health 

Jane 
Hume Comcare 

and Fair 
24. In rela�on to department/agency: 
a. In the current financial year to date, how many maters have been 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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2023 - 
Na�onal 
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Funding 
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referred to Comcare? 
b. Of those claims referred to Comcare, redac�ng confiden�al 
informa�on, advise in which division the claimant works or worked 
and the circumstances surrounding the claim. 
c. What has the Department/agency learned from past Comcare 
claims? 
d. Of those employees who submited a Comcare claim, how many 
returned to work a�er a period of absence? 
 
25. In rela�on to the department/agency: 
a. In the current financial year to date, how many maters have been 
referred to the Fair Work Commission? 
b. Of those maters referred to either, please provide a 
comprehensive account of the circumstances, redac�ng confiden�al 
informa�on, including in which division the employee is or was 
employed, the nature of the complaint and the nature of the 
determina�on of the Fair Work Commission, Fair Work Ombudsman 
and/or conciliator. 

SQ23-
002704 

National 
Health 
Funding 
Body 

Jane 
Hume 

Use of 
departmen
tal/agency 
credit cards 
in financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Na�onal 
Health 

In rela�on to departmental use of credit cards: 
a. How many credit cards are currently on issue for department or 
agency staff? 
b. What was the value of the largest reported purchase on a credit 
card in financial year 2023/24 to date and what was it for? 
c. How much interest was paid on amounts outstanding from credit 
cards in financial year 2023/24 to date? 
d. How much was paid in late fees on amounts outstanding from 
credit cards in financial year 2023/24 to date? 
e. What was the largest amount outstanding on a single card at the 
end of a payment period in financial year 2023/24 to date? 
f. How many credit cards were reported as lost or stolen in financial 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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year 2023/24 to date and what was the cost of their replacement?   
g. How many credit card purchases were deemed to be illegi�mate 
or contrary to department or agency policy in financial year 2023/24 
to date? What was the total value of those purchases? How many 
purchases were asked to be repaid on that basis in financial year 
2023/24 to date and what was the total value thereof? Were all 
those amounts actually repaid? If no, how many were not repaid, 
and what was the total value thereof? 
h. What was the largest purchase that was deemed illegi�mate or 
contrary to department or agency policy and asked to be repaid in 
financial year 2023/243 to date? What that amount actually repaid, 
in full? If no, what amount was le� unpaid? 
i. Are any credit cards currently on issue connected to rewards 
schemes? Do staff receive any personal benefit as a result of those 
reward schemes? 
j. Please provide a copy of the department or agency's staff credit 
card policy. 
k. Please denote any changes to this policy that have been made 
since February 2023 

SQ23-
002700 

National 
Health 
Funding 
Body 

Jane 
Hume 

Total 
expenditur
e on 
promo�ona
l 
merchandis
e in 
financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 

22. What was the Department's/agency's total expenditure on 
promo�onal merchandise in financial year 2023/24 to date?  
 
Please provide an itemised list of the merchandise purchased with 
costs.  
 
Please provide examples and photographs of the merchandise 
purchased Writen 3/11/2023 
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Na�onal 
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002696 
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Hume 

Total 
expenditur
e on media 
monitoring, 
adver�sing 
and 
campaigns 
financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Na�onal 
Health 
Funding 
Body 

Total expenditure on media monitoring, adver�sing and campaigns 
financial year 2023/24 to 26 October 2023 Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002694 

National 
Health 
Funding 
Body 

Jane 
Hume 

Travel costs 
for financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Na�onal 
Health 

16. Please provide an itemised list of the Secretary's/agency deputy 
head's travel for financial year 2023/24 to date, including costs of 
flights and accommoda�on. 
 
17. Please provide an itemised list of each Deputy Secretary's/agency 
head's travel for financial year 2023/24 to date, including costs of 
flights and accommoda�on. 
 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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Body 

19. What was the total cost of staff travel for departmental/agency 
employees in financial year 2023/24 to date? 

SQ23-
002693 

National 
Health 
Funding 
Body 

Jane 
Hume 

Furniture, 
fixtures or 
fi�ngs 
upgraded 
in financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Na�onal 
Health 
Funding 
Body 

15. Were the furniture, fixtures or fi�ngs of the Secretary's/agency 
head's office, or the offices of any Deputy Secretaries/execu�ve 
leadership team members, upgraded in financial year 2023/24 to 
date?  
 
Please provide an itemised list of costs (GST inclusive). Please 
provide photographs of the works conducted. 
 
18. Were the facili�es of any of the Departments/agency premises 
upgraded in financial year 2023/24 to date, for example, staff room 
refurbishments, kitchen refurbishments, bathroom refurbishments, 
the purchase of any new fridges, coffee machines, or other kitchen 
equipment?  
 
Please provide a detailed descrip�on of the relevant facili�es 
upgraded together with an itemised list of costs (GST inclusive).  
 
Please provide photographs of the upgraded facili�es. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002692 

National 
Health 
Funding 
Body 

Jane 
Hume 

Expenditur
e on any 
func�ons 
or official 
recep�ons 
(etc) 
hosted by 
the 
Departmen

13. In rela�on to expenditure on any func�ons or official recep�ons 
etc hosted by the Department or agencies in the por�olio in financial 
year 2023/24 to date, please provide the following: 
a. List of func�ons; 
b. List of atendees; 
c. Func�on venue; 
d. Itemised list of costs (GST inclusive); 
e. Details of any food served; 
f. Details of any wines or champagnes served including brand and 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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t/Agency or 
Ministers/A
ssistant 
Ministers in 
financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Na�onal 
Health 
Funding 
Body 

vintage; and 
g. Details of any entertainment provided. 
 
14. In rela�on to any func�ons or official recep�ons hosted by 
Ministers or Assistant Ministers in the por�olio in financial year 
2023/24 to date, please provide the following: 
a. List of func�ons; 
b. List of atendees; 
c. Func�on venue; 
d. Itemised list of costs (GST inclusive); 
e. Details of any food served; 
f. Details of any wines or champagnes served including brand and 
vintage; and 
g. Details of any entertainment provided. 

SQ23-
002688 

National 
Health 
Funding 
Body 

Jane 
Hume 

2022-23 
October 
Budget, 
Savings 
from 
External 
Labour, and 
Savings 
from 
Adver�sing
, Travel and 
Legal 
Expenses - 
Na�onal 
Health 

12. In rela�on to the measure in the 2022-23 October Budget, 
Savings from External Labour, and Savings from Adver�sing, Travel 
and Legal Expenses.  
a. What was the value of savings that the Department/agency was 
requested to deliver for the 2022-23 year in aggregate?  
 
b. Has the Department/agency iden�fied the savings they will make 
across the following areas to achieve this cut:  
i. External labour hire  
ii. Consultancy 
iii. Adver�sing campaigns  
iv. Travel  
v. Legal expenses  
 
c. Can the Department/agency provide a breakdown of the funding 
reduc�ons they have made in totality, and in each of the above 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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areas, and what they relate to?  
 
d. Has the Department/agency been informed of the cut that will be 
made to their funding in the next financial year, or the rest of the 
forward es�mates?  
 
e. Can the Department/agency confirm the total new number of 
contracts (ongoing and termina�ng) and total cost of these contracts 
issued on AusTender since 30 June 2022 which relate to the 
following areas:  
i. External labour hire  
ii. Consultancy 
iii. Adver�sing campaigns  
iv. Travel  
v. Legal expenses  
  
f. Please provide a breakdown of the value of contracts across each 
area and iden�fy the categories on AusTender which are used to 
determine the Departments iden�fica�on of the contracts.  
i. Is the Department/agency on track to meet the saving target?  
ii. Has the Department/agency sought an exemp�on or alterna�on 
from/to the savings target?  
iii. If so, why and was it approved? 

SQ23-
002684 

National 
Health 
Funding 
Body 

Jane 
Hume 

List of 
membershi
ps for 
Commonw
ealth 
taskforces - 
Na�onal 

11. Please provide a list of all the Commonwealth taskforces of 
which the Department/agency has membership.  
 
Please specify where there are changes to the list since May 2023. Writen 3/11/2023 
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SQ23-
001970 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

David 
Pocock 

Addi�onal 
staff and 
services 
added to 
Urgent 
Care Clinics 
on 18 
October 

Senator DAVID POCOCK: Finally, Minister Butler made the 
announcement on 18 October and said that the integra�on of the 
urgent care clinics into walk-in centres was effec�ve from that date. 
I'm interested in what addi�onal staff and services were added on 18 
October. 
Mr Coterell: I would have to take that on no�ce. I am happy to take 
that on no�ce. 92 

26/10/202
3 

SQ23-
002065 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Anne 
Ruston 

ACT Urgent 
Care Clinics 

1. On the 18th of October, the Federal Government announced with 
the ACT Government that their Walk-in Centres would become a 
part of the Urgent Care model. It was also announced that that the 
Commonwealth government would provide $7 million dollars in 
funding to expand the services provided in the ACT's Walk-in 
Centres. Will the ACT's Urgent Care Centres be able to provide the 
same services and treatments as other Urgent Care Centres around 
the country? 
2. Will the ACT's Urgent Care Centre remain Nurse led as opposed to 
using GP specialists? 
    a. If so, has the Department of Health and Aged Care provided any 
advice or modelling on how many pa�ents will be referred to  
    other services as they do not employ a specialist? 
3. The RACGP president slammed this announcement and said that, 
''Every other state in Australia has rolled out Urgent care Clinics 
staffed by highly trained GPs.'' And that leaving general prac��oners 
out would lead to ''inefficiencies, duplica�on of care and higher 

Writen 6/11/2023 
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costs''. Does the Department agree with the RACGP, that this will 
lead to ''inefficiencies, duplica�on of care and higher costs''? 

SQ23-
002029 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Anne 
Ruston 

Medicare 
Urgent 
Clinics 
Program 
Evalua�on 

Senator RUSTON: The evalua�on of the Medicare Urgent Care Clinics 
program. Mr Coterell, could you tell me what the main objec�ve of 
this contract is. 
Mr Coterell: This is in rela�on to a contract for the evalua�on of the 
Medicare Urgent Care Clinics? 
Senator RUSTON: Yes. 
Mr Coterell: The government's commitment is to a three-year trial 
of the clinics. The evalua�on is to support the evalua�on of that trial. 
We have engaged the evalua�on firm Health Policy Analysis to help 
conduct that evalua�on. It will be a three-year evalua�on and there 
will be a final report in 2026. 
Senator RUSTON: Is there any further breakdown of the costs as they 
relate to this, no�ng that it is a $3 million contract? 
Mr Coterell: The total contract value is $2.9 million and expenditure 
to date has been $581,972. 
Senator RUSTON: Will this work be made public? 
Mr Coterell: Subject to the government agreeing to that. 
Senator RUSTON: So you don't have any idea, in terms of the �me 
frames, whether this informa�on is likely to be made public? 
Mr Coterell: We'll be receiving interim reports each year and giving 
them to the government for considera�on then, including of 
publica�on. 
Senator RUSTON: What will be evaluated as part of this work? 
Mr Coterell: There are some na�onally agreed measures of success. 
Senator RUSTON: Would you be able to provide those? 
Mr Coterell: We could provide those on no�ce. They were agreed 
with the state and territory governments because the primary 
objec�ve of this measure is to take pressure off public hospital 

8 
26/10/202
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emergency departments, and we need to make sure that we're 
achieving that objec�ve. There are also some measures about 
pa�ent experience and pa�ent outcomes: whether pa�ents are 
connected back to their usual general prac�ce, where they have one, 
and other measures of integra�on with the health system. 
Senator RUSTON: It would be great if you could perhaps get those 
evalua�on metrics. Maybe I could pursue a litle more informa�on 
about this, once I have those. 
Mr Coterell: Okay. 

SQ23-
002028 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Larissa 
Waters 

Contract 
entry and 
coverage 
gap 

Senator WATERS: Lovely. I'm glad that you are on it. It's obviously a 
mater of huge concern to pregnant people as well as the midwives 
providing that care to them. Who nego�ated the insurance such that 
it had this gap in it? How did you only just discover it last week? 
Mr McCabe: I'm not sure of the history of who nego�ated the 
insurance arrangement. It is managed as a contract between the 
department and the insurer. It has been in place for a long �me. I 
think the reason it was discovered was a discussion between the 
insurer and the college of midwifery trying to clarify how they use 
the MBS item that you referred to earlier, Senator. I think during 
those discussions it became apparent that intrapartum care was 
covered. It is prety explicitly explained in the policy. I think everyone 
has been working in good faith. But the policies that cover midwives 
explicitly explain this exclusion. 
Senator WATERS: Thank you. Can you take on no�ce for me, please, 
at what point and what date this contract was entered into on behalf 
of the department or the government and who �cked off on this and 
whether they realised there was this gap in coverage when securing 
that contract? Thanks for taking that on no�ce. 62 

26/10/202
3 
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SQ23-
002027 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

David 
Pocock 

Urgent care 
clinics and 
GPs in ACT 

Senator DAVID POCOCK: I have some ques�ons about urgent care 
clinics and primary care more generally. It was brought to my 
aten�on last week that there won't be any GPs involved at the 
urgent care clinics in the ACT. I believe the ACT government 
requested urgent care clinics funding be provided to the walk-in 
centres to expand their capacity, adding addi�onal nurse 
prac��oners and advanced prac�ce nurses and physios. ACT GPs 
have been working under the assump�on that there would be a role 
for GPs in the UCC funding. That is certainly made clear in the 
opera�onal guidance for urgent care clinics, which says that UCCs 
will be GP-led. 
ACT GPs were very reasonably caught by surprise to hear that no GPs 
would be funded to support walk-in centres through the UCC 
funding. What happened here? Was this a last-minute decision to 
exclude GPs? 
Senator Gallagher: No. I'll let officers expand. There have been 
detailed discussions with the ACT government around the rollout of 
the urgent care clinics in Canberra. The ACT is unique in the sense 
that it has a model of nurse-led walk-in centres that are publicly 
funded. There are extended hours and access to low acuity primary 
health care that other jurisdic�ons don't have. Certainly we need to 
work in partnership with the ACT government. We need to respond 
to the systems that are in place already and not create, in a sense, a 
duplicate approach to the low-urgency category 4 and 5 
presenta�ons that might end up in the emergency department, 
which was the reason behind the nurse-led walk-in centres in the 
first place. 
Senator DAVID POCOCK: Minister, we've also got the lowest GP to 
popula�on ra�os in the country. Were discussions just with the ACT 
government, or were there expressions of interest from other 
interested par�es? 

60-61 
26/10/202
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Mr Coterell: A few things about the government's elec�on 
commitment. The elec�on commitment was to roll out the urgent 
care clinics through exis�ng GP clinics through community health 
centres, which is the approach being taken in the ACT, or Aboriginal 
community controlled health services. That is the first thing to say. 
Senator DAVID POCOCK: So GP-led wasn't in the guidelines? 
Mr Coterell: I will come to the guidelines. The guidelines envisage 
that they'll usually be GP-led but have room for different models 
depending on the circumstances of the local community. As you say, 
in the ACT, the GP FTE to popula�on ra�o is lower than in many 
other parts of Australia. That was one of the elements considered. 
Senator DAVID POCOCK: Would it not have been a good idea to say, 
'Maybe we need some more GPs in the ACT?' 
Mr Coterell: Part of the issue is that we can't magic-up GPs. They 
need to be already here in order to operate the Medicare based 
urgent care clinics. The second element is that flexibility was always 
part of the model. While the opera�onal guidelines say they will 
generally be GP-led, they also envisage the possibility of other 
models if all of the elements of the opera�onal guidance can 
otherwise be met, which is the walk-ins, the free service, the 
prescribing, the access to pathology and diagnos�c imaging. All of 
those elements are being met through the innova�ve nurse 
prac��oner-led model in the ACT. 
Senator DAVID POCOCK: Sure. 
Mr Coterell: The ACT government consulted with ACT GPs about the 
approach. It wasn't the Commonwealth. 
Senator DAVID POCOCK: So the department did no consulta�on with 
GPs? 
Mr Coterell: I will explain how the model is being rolled out. In four 
jurisdic�ons, we're rolling the model out through a state or territory 
government. In the other four, we're rolling it out directly through 
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primary health networks. Our commissioners-we call them our 
commissioners because they are commissioning the service- are 
responsible for consul�ng with GPs at the local level. In the ACT case, 
that's what happened. 
Senator DAVID POCOCK: So the commissioner in the ACT is the ACT 
government? 
Mr Coterell: The ACT government. 
Senator DAVID POCOCK: The health minister? Is it the department? 
Mr Coterell: Yes. It's the department. 
Senator DAVID POCOCK: When was the decision made to go through 
the ACT government rather than essen�ally go to market, as you 
have in the other four jurisdic�ons? 
Mr Coterell: Prety early on. 
Senator Gallagher: It was the PHNs in other jurisdic�ons. 
Mr Coterell: I will have to take on no�ce the exact dates, but the 
process was that a�er the elec�on, the government and the 
confirma�on of the funding in the October 2022 budget, we 
consulted with each jurisdic�on about what their preference was for 
whether they wanted to roll them out or whether we should roll 
them out through PHNs. In the ACT, they wanted to roll them out. 

SQ23-
001965 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Anne 
Ruston 

Data on 
visits to 
individual 
Urgent 
Care Clinics 

Senator RUSTON: Thank you. I will return to the urgent care clinics. 
In comments to the Courier-Mail this week, Minister Butler stated 
that three clinics-Browns Plains, Ipswich and Murrumba Downs-had 
already seen more than 2,200 pa�ents in the 10 weeks since they 
had first opened. Even on the most rudimentary maths, that 
suggests that these three clinics have seen an average of 
approximately 10 pa�ents every day over 10 weeks. I'm keen to 
understand if you can confirm and have a record of exactly how 
many pa�ents have been seen by these three clinics over the past 10 
weeks. 
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Senator Gallagher: I think across the urgent care centres it is in the 
order of 54,000 presenta�ons. 
Senator RUSTON: No. I'm interested in these three clinics. 
Senator Gallagher: I'm just se�ng the scene for the commitee. 
Senator RUSTON: Was�ng �me. 
Senator Gallagher: No. I'm not trying to waste �me. Thank you for 
your usually rude interjec�ons, that we've been pu�ng up with all 
day. 
Mr Coterell: We don't have with us data on visits to each individual 
clinic, but we can provide that on no�ce. We are monitoring closely 
the number of visits. The minister is right that there have been more 
than 50,000 visits to the urgent care clinics since they've opened. 
Senator RUSTON: 
I'm just keen. The minister has come out with this 2,200 comment 
this week. I was 
interested as to where he got that. Can you confirm that? Obviously 
he has got that informa�on from you. Surely 
it must be easily accessible. If we can get that back tonight, that 
would be great. 

SQ23-
002717 

National 
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Funding 
Body 

Jane 
Hume 

New 
en��es 
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wound up, 
amalgamat
ed, ceased 
or 
disbanded 
since May 
2022 - 
Na�onal 

29. How many new en��es (including advisory boards and agencies) 
have been created within the por�olio since May 2022?  
Please list each en�ty, its purpose, and the date it was created. 
 
30. How many new en��es (including advisory boards and agencies) 
have been wound up, amalgamated, ceased or disbanded since May 
2022? 
Please list each en�ty, its purpose, and the date it was wound up, 
amalgamated, ceased, or disbanded. Writen 3/11/2023 
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departmen
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- Na�onal 
Health 
Funding 
Body 

28. Please provide a list of the interdepartmental commitees that 
the department/agency par�cipates in or provides representa�on to. 
 
Please provide: 
a. the name of the interdepartmental commitee; 
b. a list of the membership; 
c. the date it was established; and 
d. its purpose. Writen 3/11/2023 
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002555 
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Jane 
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Total 
expenditur
e on 
promo�ona
l 
merchandis
e in 
financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Independe
nt Health 

22. What was the Department's/agency's total expenditure on 
promo�onal merchandise in financial year 2023/24 to date?  
 
Please provide an itemised list of the merchandise purchased with 
costs.  
 
Please provide examples and photographs of the merchandise 
purchased Writen 3/11/2023 
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and Aged 
Care Pricing 
Authority 

SQ23-
002554 

Independent 
Health and 
Aged Care 
Pricing 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

Total 
expenditur
e on media 
monitoring, 
adver�sing 
and 
campaigns 
financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Independe
nt Health 
and Aged 
Care Pricing 
Authority 

20. What was the Department's/agency's total expenditure on media 
monitoring services in financial year 2023/24 to date? 
 
21. What was the Department's/agency's total expenditure on 
adver�sing and informa�on campaigns in financial year 2023/24 to 
date?  
 
Please provide an itemised list of the campaigns, their purpose, and 
their expected costs. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002551 

Independent 
Health and 
Aged Care 
Pricing 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

Expenditur
e on any 
func�ons 
or official 
recep�ons 
(etc) 
hosted by 
the 
Departmen

13. In rela�on to expenditure on any func�ons or official recep�ons 
etc hosted by the Department or agencies in the por�olio in financial 
year 2023/24 to date, please provide the following: 
a. List of func�ons; 
b. List of atendees; 
c. Func�on venue; 
d. Itemised list of costs (GST inclusive); 
e. Details of any food served; 
f. Details of any wines or champagnes served including brand and 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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t/Agency or 
Ministers/A
ssistant 
Ministers in 
financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Independe
nt Health 
and Aged 
Care Pricing 
Authority 

vintage; and 
g. Details of any entertainment provided. 
 
14. In rela�on to any func�ons or official recep�ons hosted by 
Ministers or Assistant Ministers in the por�olio in financial year 
2023/24 to date, please provide the following: 
a. List of func�ons; 
b. List of atendees; 
c. Func�on venue; 
d. Itemised list of costs (GST inclusive); 
e. Details of any food served; 
f. Details of any wines or champagnes served including brand and 
vintage; and 
g. Details of any entertainment provided. 

SQ23-
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, Travel and 
Legal 
Expenses - 
Departmen
t of Health 

12. In rela�on to the measure in the 2022-23 October Budget, 
Savings from External Labour, and Savings from Adver�sing, Travel 
and Legal Expenses.  
a. What was the value of savings that the Department/agency was 
requested to deliver for the 2022-23 year in aggregate?  
 
b. Has the Department/agency iden�fied the savings they will make 
across the following areas to achieve this cut:  
i. External labour hire  
ii. Consultancy 
iii. Adver�sing campaigns  
iv. Travel  
v. Legal expenses  
 
c. Can the Department/agency provide a breakdown of the funding 
reduc�ons they have made in totality, and in each of the above 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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and Aged 
Care 

areas, and what they relate to?  
 
d. Has the Department/agency been informed of the cut that will be 
made to their funding in the next financial year, or the rest of the 
forward es�mates?  
 
e. Can the Department/agency confirm the total new number of 
contracts (ongoing and termina�ng) and total cost of these contracts 
issued on AusTender since 30 June 2022 which relate to the 
following areas:  
i. External labour hire  
ii. Consultancy 
iii. Adver�sing campaigns  
iv. Travel  
v. Legal expenses  
  
f. Please provide a breakdown of the value of contracts across each 
area and iden�fy the categories on AusTender which are used to 
determine the Departments iden�fica�on of the contracts.  
i. Is the Department/agency on track to meet the saving target?  
ii. Has the Department/agency sought an exemp�on or alterna�on 
from/to the savings target?  
iii. If so, why and was it approved? 

SQ23-
002003 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Maria 
Kovacic 

Crea�ve 
agency 
contact 
with the 
Departmen

Ms Balmanno: At that �me, no. We had done work with the crea�ve 
agency on a previous PBS campaign related to the reduc�on in the 
general co-payment. 
Senator KOVACIC: Does this crea�ve agency s�ll have a contract with 
the department? 
Ms Balmanno: I'd have to double-check. Yes. The agency would s�ll 
have a contract with government because the contracts for 
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t - PBS 
Campaign 

government crea�ve agencies are through a panel managed by the 
Department of Finance. 

SQ23-
002201 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Gerard 
Rennick 

Aspartame 
in Panadol 
as a 
poten�al  
carcinogen 

33. Does Panadol contain aspartame? If so, is aspartame 
carcinogenic?'' Writen 6/11/2023 

SQ23-
002010 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Larissa 
Waters 

Reproduc�
ve Health 
Inquiry 

Senator WATERS: In the reproduc�ve health inquiry we heard that a 
lot of the more modern contracep�ve pills in par�cular, which have 
far fewer side effects for many women, were not PBS listed. So if you 
have the spare dollars you can afford the best treatment, but if you 
don't you have to suffer side effects. It might be a minority in the 
greater scope of things, but when it comes to contracep�on in 
par�cular it was making a real impact. I can't see any of your names, 
but to the lady who just men�oned Bayer, thank you for raising that, 
because I did have a ques�on on that. There is a shortage of 
oestrogen patches in Australia at the moment. I've writen to Bayer 
as well about this. I'm glad you have, too. What can government do 
to stop that shortage and ensure that people can access the 
treatments they need, in par�cular these oestrogen patches? 
Ms Platona: Ini�a�ons on shortages start with our colleagues at the 
TGA, and they will no doubt be happy to elaborate on what they are 
doing for that par�cular medicine. When it comes to joint work, TGA 
and the PBS together, there is a legislated provision-called a serious 
shortages protocol-that we enact to try to find an alterna�ve supply. 
They would have more details than I do. 
Senator WATERS: Perhaps on no�ce you could provide me with a bit 
more detail about that serious shortages protocol. 
You men�oned that, in rela�on to PBAC, the government can waive 

34-35 
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fees and charges. Can you also do that in rela�on to poten�al PBS 
lis�ngs as an incen�ve to seek lis�ng on the PBS? 
Ms Platona: PBS cost recovery covers the en�re spectrum of ac�vity 
from ini�a�on of applica�on, considera�on by the commitee, and 
once it has a posi�ve recommenda�on from the commitee the post-
lis�ng ac�vi�es result in an actual lis�ng. All of that is subject to cost 
recovery, and there are provisions of fees waivers and excep�ons on 
public health need, emergency and so on. 
Senator WATERS: Can you provide me a bit more detail about the 
scope that's available for the government to do those fee waivers 
and exemp�ons and what grounds they can be used for? 
Ms Platona: So they are prescrip�ve. They are writen in the cost-
recovery legisla�on. Examples would be in terms of �me frames of 
public health emergency, for example, on public health need. There 
are some provisions on financial viability, and for all of them the 
criteria are explicit, and each them has to be tested to be able to 
make a decision. I'm happy to provide more details on what the 
exact provisions are. 
Senator WATERS: Thank you very much. That would be great. I'm 
par�cularly interested in their applica�on to modern contracep�ves 
and to perimenopausal and menopausal treatments. If you could 
pop that lens on it, that would be very helpful. 

SQ23-
002026 

Department 
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Australia 

Senator STEELE-JOHN: Thank you. Given that there is a global 
shortage, what has the federal government done to ensure that 
Australians, young people and who have recently lowered their 
doses of Vyvanse are able to get their medica�on? If you are going 
through that lowering process, obviously that is something where 
you need to have a con�nual supply. 
Prof. Lawler: Senator, thank you for the ques�on. I absolutely 
understand the personal and therapeu�c impact on individuals of 
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discon�nua�on or interrup�on of the supply of this medica�on. We 
are not in a posi�on to compel suppliers to make commercial 
decisions in terms of provision or stockpiling of medica�ons. As we 
have done with Vyvanse and, indeed, other medica�ons that we find 
to be in shortage, we work closely with the sponsors. We also work 
closely with jurisdic�ons and health professionals to ensure that 
there is limited stockpiling in one area and that there is, as much as 
possible, appropriate and equitable distribu�on across the 
country. I know that this is not specifically your ques�on. Ozempic is 
a really good example. We encourage the reten�on of medica�on for 
those who specifically need it as opposed to off label prescrip�on. 
There is a specific issue, obviously, with Vyvanse, given that it is an 
S8 and there are state and territory based restric�ons around that as 
well. We also work with professional bodies, such as the college of 
psychiatrists and the college of physicians, around what alterna�ves 
may be available. 
Mr Henderson: We've also approved at the TGA an overseas 
alterna�ve to be supplied in Australia. That is registered in a 
comparable overseas regulator. That alterna�ve supply is available as 
well in 30 milligram. 
Senator STEELE-JOHN: What is the name of that? 
Mr Henderson: I don't have that name on me, but I can provide it. 
Senator STEELE-JOHN: If you could get it verified on no�ce, that 
would be great. 

SQ23-
002740 

National 
Health 
Funding 
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Solicited or 
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dona�ons 
to the YES 
Campaign - 
Na�onal 

40. It was reported in the The Age and Sydney Morning Herald by 
journalists Richard Baker, Nick McKenzie and Hannah Bowers that Mr 
Richard Prat said that he had donated $1 million to the Voice 
referendum's Yes campaign because he had fielded a request to do 
so from a senior adviser to Prime Minister Anthony Albanese.  
a. Have any personal staff in the Office of the Minister solicited or 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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Health 
Funding 
Body 

encouraged dona�ons to the YES Campaign prior to or during the 
course of the referendum campaign? 
b. Have any personal staff in the Office of the Minister solicited or 
encouraged dona�ons to the YES Campaign on the basis of policy 
decisions? 

SQ23-
002739 

National 
Health 
Funding 
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Jane 
Hume 

ChatGPT on 
internal 
networks - 
Na�onal 
Health 
Funding 
Body 

39. Does the department/agency allow for the use of ChatGPT on 
the internal network?  
 
If so, what risk management and governance mechanisms are in 
place to protect government data?  
a. Please provide the department/agency policy on use of ar�ficial 
intelligence. Writen 3/11/2023 
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002737 
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Funding 
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Jane 
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Ten largest 
movements 
of funds in 
the most 
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financial 
year - 
Na�onal 
Health 
Funding 
Body 

37. For the por�olio, please provide a list of the ten largest 
movements of funds in the most recent financial year, including a 
profile of the forward es�mates for the impact of the movement. Writen 3/11/2023 
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002736 
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Ten largest 
es�mate 
varia�ons 
in the most 
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financial 

36. For the por�olio, please provide a list of the ten largest es�mate 
varia�ons in the most recent financial year. Writen 3/11/2023 
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SQ23-
002733 
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Freedom of 
informa�on 
applica�on
s has the 
Ministers 
office 
received 
since 1 July 
2023 to 26 
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2023  - 
Na�onal 
Health 
Funding 
Body 

35. How many freedom of informa�on applica�ons have been 
received by the Minister's office since 1 July 2023? 
Please provide a breakdown including; 
a. the number of applica�ons by Minister, 
i. the number of applica�ons that are yet to be decided; 
ii. the number of applica�ons refused; and 
iii. the number of applica�ons overdue, including the number of days 
overdue. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002730 
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Health 
Funding 
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Jane 
Hume 

Freedom of 
informa�on 
applica�on
s has the 
departmen
t/agency 
received 
since 1 July 
202 to 23 

34. How many freedom of informa�on applica�ons has the 
department/agency received since 1 July 2023? 
Please provide a breakdown of the number including; 
a. the number of applica�ons withdrawn; 
b. the number of applica�ons refused under sec�on 34 of the 
Freedom of Informa�on Act 1982; 
c. the number of applica�ons refused under sec�on 24 of the 
Freedom of Informa�on Act 1982; 
d. the number of applica�ons refused under sec�on 24A of the 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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October 
2023 - 
Na�onal 
Health 
Funding 
Body 

Freedom of Informa�on Act 1982; 
e. the number of applica�ons subject to internal review; 
f. the number of applica�ons subject to review by the OAIC; 
g. the number of applica�ons subject to review by the AAT; 
h. the number of applica�ons subject to review by the Federal Court; 
and 
i. the number of applica�ons where the original decision has been 
overturned. 
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Office in 
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Health 
Funding 
Body 

33. Has the department/agency provided any Minister's office with 
market research conducted in rela�on to a  
commonwealth Informa�on and Adver�sing Campaign? 
Please provide a list of the Ministers and the date on which they 
were provided the research. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002721 

National 
Health 
Funding 
Body 

Jane 
Hume 

Requests 
from 
por�olio 

31. Since 1 July 2023, has the department / agency ever received a 
request from a por�olio minister's office seeking data or informa�on 
separated out by electorate?  

Writen 3/11/2023 
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Minister's 
offices 
seeking 
data or 
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2023 - 
Na�onal 
Health 
Funding 
Body 

a. Please provide a list of all requests, including any �meframe 
provided for a response, whether a response was provided, and the 
context of the request if provided.  
b. Please provide a copy of all responses to the request. 
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Department 
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for beter 
quality 
ven�la�on 
and 
filtering of 
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care 
facili�es 

Senator RICE: Acknowledging what Professor Kelly says, you have s�ll 
got aged care facili�es being one of the key areas where COVID 
outbreaks are con�nuing to occur, and people are dying of those 
outbreaks across the community. Can I also ask what work is being 
done on ensuring beter quality ven�la�on and filtering of air in aged 
care facili�es, if that's being looked at? 
Mr Lye: It's in our guidelines. In general terms, Senator, yes, 
ven�la�on is important, and it's recognised as one of the things that 
needs to be done into the future for protec�on against COVID and 
other respiratory diseases. There is work, as I understand it. I'll turn 
to my colleagues here about future standards of design and so forth, 
and that is a key component of that. The answer is yes. 
Senator RICE: All right. Maybe rather than taking up �me now, 
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because we're short on �me, if you could take on no�ce what work 
is being done on that. 
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Campaign - 
Australian 
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n on Safety 
& Quality in 
Health Care 

40. It was reported in the The Age and Sydney Morning Herald by 
journalists Richard Baker, Nick McKenzie and Hannah Bowers that Mr 
Richard Prat said that he had donated $1 million to the Voice 
referendum's Yes campaign because he had fielded a request to do 
so from a senior adviser to Prime Minister Anthony Albanese.   
 
a. Have any personal staff in the Office of the Minister solicited or 
encouraged dona�ons to the YES Campaign prior to or during the 
course of the referendum campaign?  
 
b. Have any personal staff in the Office of the Minister solicited or 
encouraged dona�ons to the YES Campaign on the basis of policy 
decisions? Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002322 

Australian 
Commission 
on Safety 
and Quality 
in Health 
Care 

Jane 
Hume 

ChatGPT on 
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networks - 
Australian 
Commissio
n on Safety 
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Health Care 

39. Does the department/agency allow for the use of ChatGPT on 
the internal network?   
 
If so, what risk management and governance mechanisms are in 
place to protect government data?   
 
a. Please provide the department/agency policy on use of ar�ficial 
intelligence. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002321 

Australian 
Commission 
on Safety 
and Quality 
in Health 
Care 

Jane 
Hume 

Flexible 
work 
arrangeme
nt - 
Australian 
Commissio

38. How many staff have a flexible work arrangement in place that 
enables them to work from home?   
 
a. Please provide a breakdown including;  
 
i. The propor�on of staff who work from home one day a week?   

Writen 3/11/2023 
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n on Safety 
& Quality in 
Health Care 

 
ii. The propor�on of staff who work from home two days a week?   
 
iii. The propor�on of staff who work from home three days a week?   
 
iv. The propor�on of staff who work from home four days a week?   
 
v. The propor�on of staff who work from home five days a week?   
 
b. What is the annual cost of ren�ng out office space for employees?  
 
c. Please provide a copy of the department/agency's work from 
home policy. 
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and Quality 
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Care 

Jane 
Hume 

Ten largest 
movements 
of funds in 
the most 
recent 
financial 
year - 
Australian 
Commissio
n on Safety 
& Quality in 
Health Care 

37. For the por�olio, please provide a list of the ten largest 
movements of funds in the most recent financial year, including a 
profile of the forward es�mates for the impact of the movement. Writen 3/11/2023 
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Ten largest 
es�mate 
varia�ons 
in the most 

36. For the por�olio, please provide a list of the ten largest es�mate 
varia�ons in the most recent financial year. Writen 3/11/2023 
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applica�on
s has the 
Ministers 
office 
received 
since 1 July 
2023 to 26 
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2023 - 
Australian 
Commissio
n on Safety 
& Quality in 
Health Care 

35. How many freedom of informa�on applica�ons have been 
received by the Minister's office since 1 July 2023?  
 
Please provide a breakdown including;  
 
a. the number of applica�ons by Minister,  
 
i. the number of applica�ons that are yet to be decided;  
 
ii. the number of applica�ons refused; and  
 
iii. the number of applica�ons overdue, including the number of days 
overdue. Writen 3/11/2023 
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Jane 
Hume 

Freedom of 
informa�on 
applica�on
s has the 
departmen

34. How many freedom of informa�on applica�ons has the 
department/agency received since 1 July 2023?  
 
Please provide a breakdown of the number including;  
 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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t/agency 
received 
since 1 July 
202 to 23 
October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Commissio
n on Safety 
& Quality in 
Health Care 

a. the number of applica�ons withdrawn;  
 
b. the number of applica�ons refused under sec�on 34 of the 
Freedom of Informa�on Act 1982;  
 
c. the number of applica�ons refused under sec�on 24 of the 
Freedom of Informa�on Act 1982;  
 
d. the number of applica�ons refused under sec�on 24A of the 
Freedom of Informa�on Act 1982;  
 
e. the number of applica�ons subject to internal review;  
 
f. the number of applica�ons subject to review by the OAIC;  
 
g. the number of applica�ons subject to review by the AAT;  
 
h. the number of applica�ons subject to review by the Federal Court; 
and  
 
i. the number of applica�ons where the original decision has been 
overturned. 
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33. Has the department/agency provided any Minister's office with 
market research conducted in rela�on to a   
 
commonwealth Informa�on and Adver�sing Campaign?  
 
Please provide a list of the Ministers and the date on which they 
were provided the research. Writen 3/11/2023 
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32. Please provide the number of current ASL allocated to the 
department/agency as at 1 July 2023.  
 
Please provide:   
 
a. Total number of ASL;   
 
b. Total number of FTE by APS classifica�on;  
 
c. the number of ASL allocated to each outcome for which the 
department/agency is responsible; and  
 
d. the number of FTE, by classifica�on, allocated to each outcome for 
which the department/agency is responsible; and  
 
e. The number of FTE posi�ons that are not currently filled, broken 
down by classifica�on. Writen 3/11/2023 
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31. Since 1 July 2023, has the department / agency ever received a 
request from a por�olio minister's office seeking data or informa�on 
separated out by electorate?   
 
a. Please provide a list of all requests, including any �meframe 
provided for a response, whether a response was provided, and the 
context of the request if provided.   
 
b. Please provide a copy of all responses to the request. Writen 3/11/2023 
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29. How many new en��es (including advisory boards and agencies) 
have been created within the por�olio since May 2022?   
 
Please list each en�ty, its purpose, and the date it was created.  
 
30. How many new en��es (including advisory boards and agencies) 
have been wound up, amalgamated, ceased or disbanded since May 
2022?  
 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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Please list each en�ty, its purpose, and the date it was wound up, 
amalgamated, ceased, or disbanded. 
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28. Please provide a list of the interdepartmental commitees that 
the department/agency par�cipates in or provides representa�on to.  
 
Please provide:  
 
a. the name of the interdepartmental commitee;  
 
b. a list of the membership;  
 
c. the date it was established; and  
 
d. its purpose. Writen 3/11/2023 
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26. Please provide a list of the number of reviews that the 
department/agency is currently conduc�ng.   
 
Please provide:  
 
a. the name of the review;  
 
b. the purpose of the review;  
 
c. the name or names of the reviewer(s);  
 
d. the remunera�on for each of the reviewer(s);  

Writen 3/11/2023 
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e. the budgeted cost of the review;  
 
f. the amount spent to date; and  
 
g. the date the review is due to be completed.  
 
27. Please provide a list of the number of reviews that the 
department/agency has completed since 1 July 2022.   
 
Please provide:   
 
a. the name of the review;  
 
b. the purpose of the review;  
 
c. the name or names of the reviewer(s);  
 
d. the remunera�on for each of the reviewer(s);  
 
e. the budgeted cost of the review;  
 
f. the amount spent;  
 
g. the date the review was due to be completed;  
 
h. the date the review was completed;  
 
i. the date the review was provided to the Department;  
 
j. the date the review was provided to the Minister; and  



422 
 

 
k. the date the review was provided to the Minister's office. 
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24. In rela�on to department/agency:  
 
a. In the current financial year to date, how many maters have been 
referred to Comcare?  
 
b. Of those claims referred to Comcare, redac�ng confiden�al 
informa�on, advise in which division the claimant works or worked 
and the circumstances surrounding the claim.  
 
c. What has the Department/agency learned from past Comcare 
claims?  
 
d. Of those employees who submited a Comcare claim, how many 
returned to work a�er a period of absence?  
 
25. In rela�on to the department/agency:  
 
a. In the current financial year to date, how many maters have been 
referred to the Fair Work Commission?  
 
b. Of those maters referred to either, please provide a 
comprehensive account of the circumstances, redac�ng confiden�al 
informa�on, including in which division the employee is or was 
employed, the nature of the complaint and the nature of the 
determina�on of the Fair Work Commission, Fair Work Ombudsman 
and/or conciliator. Writen 3/11/2023 
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In rela�on to departmental use of credit cards:  
 
a. How many credit cards are currently on issue for department or 
agency staff?  
 
b. What was the value of the largest reported purchase on a credit 
card in financial year 2023/24 to date and what was it for?  
 
c. How much interest was paid on amounts outstanding from credit 
cards in financial year 2023/24 to date?  
 
d. How much was paid in late fees on amounts outstanding from 
credit cards in financial year 2023/24 to date?  
 
e. What was the largest amount outstanding on a single card at the 
end of a payment period in financial year 2023/24 to date?  
 
f. How many credit cards were reported as lost or stolen in financial 
year 2023/24 to date and what was the cost of their replacement?    
 
g. How many credit card purchases were deemed to be illegi�mate 
or contrary to department or agency policy in financial year 2023/24 
to date? What was the total value of those purchases? How many 
purchases were asked to be repaid on that basis in financial year 
2023/24 to date and what was the total value thereof? Were all 
those amounts actually repaid? If no, how many were not repaid, 
and what was the total value thereof?  
 
h. What was the largest purchase that was deemed illegi�mate or 
contrary to department or agency policy and asked to be repaid in 
financial year 2023/243 to date? What that amount actually repaid, 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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in full? If no, what amount was le� unpaid?  
 
i. Are any credit cards currently on issue connected to rewards 
schemes? Do staff receive any personal benefit as a result of those 
reward schemes?  
 
j. Please provide a copy of the department or agency's staff credit 
card policy.  
 
k. Please denote any changes to this policy that have been made 
since February 2023 
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22. What was the Department's/agency's total expenditure on 
promo�onal merchandise in financial year 2023/24 to date?   
 
Please provide an itemised list of the merchandise purchased with 
costs.   
 
Please provide examples and photographs of the merchandise 
purchased Writen 3/11/2023 
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20. What was the Department's/agency's total expenditure on media 
monitoring services in financial year 2023/24 to date?  
 
21. What was the Department's/agency's total expenditure on 
adver�sing and informa�on campaigns in financial year 2023/24 to 
date?   
 
Please provide an itemised list of the campaigns, their purpose, and 
their expected costs. Writen 3/11/2023 
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16. Please provide an itemised list of the Secretary's/agency deputy 
head's travel for financial year 2023/24 to date, including costs of 
flights and accommoda�on.  
 
17. Please provide an itemised list of each Deputy Secretary's/agency 
head's travel for financial year 2023/24 to date, including costs of 
flights and accommoda�on.  
 
19. What was the total cost of staff travel for departmental/agency 
employees in financial year 2023/24 to date? Writen 3/11/2023 
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15. Were the furniture, fixtures or fi�ngs of the Secretary's/agency 
head's office, or the offices of any Deputy Secretaries/execu�ve 
leadership team members, upgraded in financial year 2023/24 to 
date?   
 
Please provide an itemised list of costs (GST inclusive). Please 
provide photographs of the works conducted.  
 
18. Were the facili�es of any of the Departments/agency premises 
upgraded in financial year 2023/24 to date, for example, staff room 
refurbishments, kitchen refurbishments, bathroom refurbishments, 
the purchase of any new fridges, coffee machines, or other kitchen 
equipment?   
 
Please provide a detailed descrip�on of the relevant facili�es 
upgraded together with an itemised list of costs (GST inclusive).   
 
Please provide photographs of the upgraded facili�es. Writen 3/11/2023 
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13. In rela�on to expenditure on any func�ons or official recep�ons 
etc hosted by the Department or agencies in the por�olio in financial 
year 2023/24 to date, please provide the following:  
 
a. List of func�ons;  
 
b. List of atendees;  
 
c. Func�on venue;  
 
d. Itemised list of costs (GST inclusive);  
 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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e. Details of any food served;  
 
f. Details of any wines or champagnes served including brand and 
vintage; and  
 
g. Details of any entertainment provided.  
 
14. In rela�on to any func�ons or official recep�ons hosted by 
Ministers or Assistant Ministers in the por�olio in financial year 
2023/24 to date, please provide the following:  
 
a. List of func�ons;  
 
b. List of atendees;  
 
c. Func�on venue;  
 
d. Itemised list of costs (GST inclusive);  
 
e. Details of any food served;  
 
f. Details of any wines or champagnes served including brand and 
vintage; and  
 
g. Details of any entertainment provided. 
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12. In rela�on to the measure in the 2022-23 October Budget, 
Savings from External Labour, and Savings from Adver�sing, Travel 
and Legal Expenses.   
 
a. What was the value of savings that the Department/agency was 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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requested to deliver for the 2022-23 year in aggregate?   
 
b. Has the Department/agency iden�fied the savings they will make 
across the following areas to achieve this cut:   
 
i. External labour hire   
 
ii. Consultancy  
 
iii. Adver�sing campaigns   
 
iv. Travel   
 
v. Legal expenses   
 
c. Can the Department/agency provide a breakdown of the funding 
reduc�ons they have made in totality, and in each of the above 
areas, and what they relate to?   
 
d. Has the Department/agency been informed of the cut that will be 
made to their funding in the next financial year, or the rest of the 
forward es�mates?   
 
e. Can the Department/agency confirm the total new number of 
contracts (ongoing and termina�ng) and total cost of these contracts 
issued on AusTender since 30 June 2022 which relate to the 
following areas:   
 
i. External labour hire   
 
ii. Consultancy  
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iii. Adver�sing campaigns   
 
iv. Travel   
 
v. Legal expenses    
 
f. Please provide a breakdown of the value of contracts across each 
area and iden�fy the categories on AusTender which are used to 
determine the Departments iden�fica�on of the contracts.   
 
i. Is the Department/agency on track to meet the saving target?   
 
ii. Has the Department/agency sought an exemp�on or alterna�on 
from/to the savings target?   
 
iii. If so, why and was it approved? 
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11. Please provide a list of all the Commonwealth taskforces of 
which the Department/agency has membership.   
 
Please specify where there are changes to the list since May 2023. Writen 3/11/2023 
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10. Please provide a list of all the Commonwealth inter-departmental 
commitees of which the Department/agency has membership.   
 
Please specify where there are changes to the list since May 2023. Writen 3/11/2023 
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9. Please provide the amount of paper the Department/agency 
sources from Australian producers and from overseas producers.   
 
Please provide the amount in dollar value on a financial year basis 
for the last five financial years. Writen 3/11/2023 
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8. How many New Policy Proposals has the Department/agency 
provided to each Minister in its por�olio since 1 July 2023?   
 
Please provide a list with the number of New Policy Proposals by 
Minister, and the date of the first provided New Policy Proposal. Writen 3/11/2023 
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5. How many mee�ngs has the Secretary/agency head had with the 
Ministers in their por�olio since 1 July 2023?   
 
Please provide a list with the number of mee�ngs by Minister, and 
the date of the first mee�ng with each Minister.  
 
6. How many mee�ngs has the Secretary/agency head had with any 
Ministers not in their por�olio since 1 July 2023?  
 
Please provide a list with the number of mee�ngs by Minister, and 
the date of the first mee�ng with each Minister. Writen 3/11/2023 
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3. How many Departmental Liaison Officers have been allocated to 
each Minister in the por�olio?   
 
Please provide a list that outlines the level of the member of the 
department, the Minister they have been allocated to, and the �me 
they have been allocated to the Minister.  
 
Please denote any change in this alloca�on since May 2023.    

Writen 3/11/2023 
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4. How many staff have been provided to Ministers offices not in a 
capacity as a Departmental Liaison Officer?  
 
Please provide a list that outlines the level of the member of the 
department, the Minister they have been allocated to, and the �me 
they have been allocated to the Minister.  
 
Please denote any change in this alloca�on since May 2023. 
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2. Since 1 July 2023, has the Department provided any hospitality in 
Ministers' offices?  
 
Please specify the date, itemised cost, purpose, and atendees for 
the hospitality.  
 
Since 1 July 2023, have there been any amendments to the 
Department's policy on providing hospitality in the Ministers offices?   
 
If so, please provide a copy of the policy and a reference for the 
amendment Writen 3/11/2023 
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1. Since 1 July 2023, has the Department/Agency been provided with 
advice or a direc�on on a minimum turnaround �me for 
considera�on of briefs by the Minister??  
 
If so, when was this advice provided to the Department?  
 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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Please provide the minimum turnaround requirement.   
  
If there has been a change in a previously set minimum turnaround 
requirement, please provide:  
 
the previous turnaround requirement; and the date the change was 
requested.?  
 
7. How many briefs has the Department/agency provided to each 
Minister in its por�olio? Please provide a list with the number of 
briefs for each Minister, and the date of the first provided brief.   
 
 How many briefs have been returned to the Department for redra�? 
Please provide a list with the number of briefs for each Minister, and 
the dates of the return of briefs to the Department.? 
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Medicare for midwives 
- When are the outstanding recommenda�ons from the Medicare 
review of Par�cipa�ng Midwives going to be enacted to ensure item 
numbers and corresponding rebates ensure high value care for 
consumers? 
- When is the issue with insurance for midwives going to be resolved 
once and for all? 
- The Woman Centred Care strategy recently was evaluated. What is 
being done to ensure this maternity strategy is being implemented 
by the States and the Federal government is playing its part with 
maternity that is under its jurisdic�on? Writen 

31/10/202
3 
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1. In rela�on to the proposed changes to the regulatory framework 
for tobacco control under the Public Health Bill.  
a. Will the Department implement parallel an�-illicit trade 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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measures? 
b. If yes, what measures will be implemented? 
c. If not, why not? 
 
2. The Federal Health Minister has commited on several occasions 
to suppor�ng the enforcement ac�on against illicit tobacco and 
vaping products. Can the Department provide implementa�on 
details on this announcement? 
 
3. The illegal market con�nues to proliferate with increasing levels of 
community violence. Can the Department provide further clarity 
around the plans to address the illegal market?  
 
4. Can the Department please provide a detailed outline of their 
understanding of the health implica�ons of vaping? 
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to 2022-23 

Please provide the data for the following areas for the financial years 
2021-22 and 2022-23: Total Medicare services bulk billed Writen 3/11/2023 
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Senator Gallagher: What you're alleging, I'm saying incorrectly? 
Senator RUSTON: You're saying that I'm saying the sector has- 
Senator Gallagher: Is this MedNews ar�cle-we've got the ar�cle 
now-the ar�cle you were ci�ng from? 
Senator RUSTON: That was one of them. 
Senator Gallagher: One of them? 
Senator RUSTON: Yes. 
Senator Gallagher: Are there other ar�cles? 

43-44 
26/10/202
3 
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Senator RUSTON: I also have a list of medicines that I'm happy- 
Senator Gallagher: I don't know this publica�on. Is it an industry 
newsleter, a pharmaceu�cal newsleter? 
CHAIR: Are you seeking to table that list? I don't think the secretariat 
caught that. 
Senator RUSTON: I'm keen to understand whether the informa�on 
contained in the ar�cle is correct or not? 
Senator Gallagher: I haven't heard of MedNews before. I'm 
wondering whether it's an industry publica�on from the 
pharmaceu�cal industry. That was my ques�on. I don't know. I 
haven't seen it. 
Senator RUSTON: It is for industry, yes. 
Senator Gallagher: So, it's the pharmaceu�cal industry saying they're 
not pleased with the �meframes that are being worked through for 
the lis�ng of their products; is that right? 
Senator RUSTON: I'm asking you: is it correct or isn't it correct? 
Senator Gallagher: We're happy to work through it. It's a bit hard to 
read it. It's like the world's worst photocopy. It's a prin�ng problem, 
not a photocopying problem. We'll see what further we can provide. 
Senator RUSTON: Can I get a categorical commitment from the 
department that there has not been a change in the �me lines or the 
approval- 
Senator Gallagher: They've given you that. 
Senator RUSTON: They haven't been able to give me this because 
they've said they don't have it. 
Senator Gallagher: They have. They've given you a commitment that 
there have been no changes. On the data that isn't yet available, the 
commitment is to come back and provide that when it's available. 
Senator RUSTON: You just said they've given me a commitment there 
have been no changes on the data that's not available. 
Senator Gallagher: No. There are two things going on here. You said 
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they haven't been able to give you any commitment, and in that you 
included changes and �me lines and things like that. There has been 
a commitment given on that there haven't been any changes. The 
second ques�on, around �meliness and whether there has been any 
increase in the length of �me wai�ng for lis�ng, is a mater subject 
to data that is not yet available and will be coming back. We will 
work through this industry publica�on about whether there's 
anything specifically we can respond to in rela�on to that. 
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Health 
Survey 

Women's Health Survey 
The Australian Government Department of Health and Aged Care 
has funded Jean Hailes for Women's Health to conduct the annual 
Na�onal Women's Health Survey since 2017. 
o What are the KPIs for the survey & how are they measured? How 
much does this survey cost each year? Writen 

31/10/202
3 
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e plan 

• Referring to the Bilateral Agreement between the ACT and the 
Commonwealth on Mental Health and Suicide Preven�on: 
o On what date did the ACT provide the Commonwealth with the 
first annual performance plan, agreed in Annex B on the  
        Agreement? 
o Please provide a copy of the annual performance report. 
o Please provide a copy of the Joint Commonwealth-Territory 
Implementa�on Plan. 
o From performance reports the Department has been provided, has 
the ACT established the universal a�ercare support for people  
        who have atempted suicide? 
o Under the Agreement, there is a commitment for the ACT to 
undertake a local codesign process to iden�fy system gaps for  
        children and families and unmet need – and to develop a 
response to them. Has this co-design process occurred and has the  

Writen 8/11/2023 
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        Department been provided a report on the outcomes? 
 o If yes, please provide the report. 

SQ23-
002251 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Jane 
Hume 

Comcare 
and Fair 
Work 
Commissio
n referrals 
and claims 
in current 
financial 
year to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Departmen
t of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

24. In rela�on to department/agency: 
a. In the current financial year to date, how many maters have been 
referred to Comcare? 
b. Of those claims referred to Comcare, redac�ng confiden�al 
informa�on, advise in which division the claimant works or worked 
and the circumstances surrounding the claim. 
c. What has the Department/agency learned from past Comcare 
claims? 
d. Of those employees who submited a Comcare claim, how many 
returned to work a�er a period of absence? 
 
 
25. In rela�on to the department/agency: 
a. In the current financial year to date, how many maters have been 
referred to the Fair Work Commission? 
b. Of those maters referred to either, please provide a 
comprehensive account of the circumstances, redac�ng confiden�al 
informa�on, including in which division the employee is or was 
employed, the nature of the complaint and the nature of the 
determina�on of the Fair Work Commission, Fair Work Ombudsman 
and/or conciliator. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
001968 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Jordon 
Steele-
John 

Indexa�on 
of 
thalidomid
e payments 

Senator STEELE-JOHN: I understand. In real terms, the annual 
payment is declining year on year given what is happening with 
infla�on now. Given the inten�on of the scheme was to support 
survivors, it is a very small number of people in the context of the 
Australian popula�on and a very small amount of money in the 
context of the Australian health budget, can the government commit 

84 
26/10/202
3 
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to indexing the annual payments with infla�on? 
Mr Comley: I think that's not something we can really comment on 
as a department. I think it's a mater for government to consider the 
overall generosity of the scheme. 
Senator STEELE-JOHN: I will put that ques�on to the minister. Have 
you considered indexing the annual payments? 
Senator Gallagher: I would have to get further informa�on on that, 
Senator Steele-John. 

SQ23-
002016 

National 
Blood 
Authority 

Louise 
Prat 

Na�onal 
Blood 
Authority 
blood 
supplier 
LifeBlood 

1. Is the Na�onal Blood Authority aware their supplier of blood 
products is currently nego�a�ng a Na�onal Enterprise Agreement 
with close to 1400 nursing staff covering all states and territories? 
 
2. What measures have the Na�onal Blood Authority undertaken, 
should nego�a�ons between the union represen�ng nursing staff 
(the ANMF) and Lifeblood management, deteriorate and lead to 
forms of Protected Industrial Ac�on?   
 
3. What standards does the NBA hold and expect regarding values 
and the code of conduct from its blood suppliers like Lifeblood? 
 
4. What level of detail regarding Lifeblood's enforceable undertaking 
with the Fair Work Commission have been disclosed to the NBA? 
 
5. What process have the NBA put in place, should there be a 
shortage of blood products in supply as a result of protected 
industrial ac�on? 
 
6. Is the NBA aware of any reviews or reports regarding the internal 
culture at Lifeblood? Writen 2/11/2023 
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SQ23-
002082 

National 
Blood 
Authority 

Anne 
Ruston 

Na�onal 
Blood 
Authority 

1. Regarding the contrac�ng of plasma products by the Na�onal 
Blood Authority, how is this undertaken and what criteria is used to 
select those companies that are successful? 
2. What is the term or length of �me the NBA enters into these 
contracts? 
3. Under the Na�onal Frac�ona�on Agreement between the 
Na�onal Blood Authority and CSL Behring – I understand CSL Behring 
has a significant contract for plasma products. Can the Department 
please provide details about this contract, including the term or 
length of the current contract? 
4. When was the contract with CSL extended and what was the 
ra�onale? 
5. What is the value per year, or over the past term of the CSL 
contract? 
6. Is the Na�onal Blood Authority Aware that CSL charges the 
Authority more per gram for IVIg than the cost of imported products 
– even though CSL gets its plasma for free from Lifeblood. Is there an 
explana�on for this, or has this issue note been raised with the 
company? 
7. What is the NBA ac�vely doing to manage contractual 
arrangements that facilitate value for money and adequate 
con�ngency planning, as well as fund and facilitate research that will 
enhance Australia's sustainable supply of blood products and 
services? 
8. Is the NBA working with a range of poten�al suppliers of blood 
products so that the taxpayer can be assured that its funds are spent 
on innova�ve and beter value for money suppliers? Writen 6/11/2023 

SQ23-
002041 

Department 
of Health 

Hollie 
Hughes 

Financial 
Year Travel 

1. How much has the department spent on travel this financial year? 
 
2. Were they domes�c or interna�onal? 

Writen 6/11/2023 
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and Aged 
Care 

 
3. Could you please provide a list of the flights undertaken, including; 
    a) Dates of travel 
    b) Nights spent at each loca�on, 
    c) Reason for travel 
    d) Cost of each trip 
    e) Number of staff on each trip and APS level? 

SQ23-
002257 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Jane 
Hume 

Provision of 
market 
research to 
any 
Ministers 
Office in 
rela�on to 
a 
Commonw
ealth 
Informa�on 
and 
Adver�sing 
Campaign - 
Departmen
t of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

33. Has the department/agency provided any Minister's office with 
market research conducted in rela�on to a  
commonwealth Informa�on and Adver�sing Campaign? 
Please provide a list of the Ministers and the date on which they 
were provided the research. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002009 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Anne 
Ruston 

Process of 
reform 
around 
lis�ngs 

Senator RUSTON: I'm keen to understand what has subsequently 
happened to that. You're talking about a period prior to the current 
government. I'm quite interested to understand this. You've gone to 
2022. We've had more than a year since 2022. We have 2022 to 

32 
26/10/202
3 



441 
 

under 
Medicines 
Australia 

2023, and obviously the period this year. I'm keen to understand 
whether that is s�ll on track in terms of the reduc�on in the �me 
frame and what is the reduc�on being seen between the PBAC 
posi�ve outcome to the conclusion of in-principle agreement. Is the 
�me frame shortened between in-principle agreement and the 
lis�ng on the PBS? 
Ms Shakespeare: So, that's the data we've got here and can give you. 
We're happy to see whether there's other data that's not yet 
published or available that we're s�ll working through with 
Medicines Australia. If we can't provide it to you now, we can 
provide it when it is available. 
 
Senator RUSTON: Just to be really clear, what I'm trying to 
understand here is that under the Medicines Australia agreement 
there was a process of reform around lis�ngs. What I would like to 
know, quite clearly, is obviously a�er a medica�on or a treatment 
has gone through PBAC and received a posi�ve approval there is a 
series of processes that occur a�er that un�l medicines are actually 
available to a consumer in Australia. I'd like that broken down into 
those components. There seems to be a confusion par�cularly on 
your website, and some of the informa�on you're providing, around 
whether we're talking about a PBAC posi�ve approval or whether 
we're talking about the point in �me at which in-principle agreement 
is reached with the company. They're two quite different things. 
Obviously technicali�es exist within those minutes around the 
requirements to enable the process to con�nue. What I'd also like to 
know is that, from the point at which PBAC gives that posi�ve 
approval, what is the percentage of medica�ons and treatments that 
actually end up receiving and ending up on the PBS? What are the 
reasons for withdrawal? How many medica�ons are unable to be 
nego�ated into a posi�ve outcome with the companies a�er 
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receiving a PBAC approval outcome? Just as an example of a couple 
of drugs, my understanding is with progesterone, which has 
therapeu�c uses for infer�lity, the submission was received in July 
2022. The PBAC recommenda�on was published on 31 January 2023. 
I'm interested to know where that is. 
Ms Shakespeare: We'd be happy to take these ques�ons on no�ce, 
par�cularly about individual medicines. We won't have that level of 
detail here with us right now. 

SQ23-
002093 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Gerard 
Rennick FOI 4558 

5. FOI 4558 – why won't the TGA release the results of the qPCR test 
– a technology used for measuring DNA using PCR. Writen 6/11/2023 

SQ23-
002004 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Maria 
Kovacic 

Campaign 
cas�ng call 

Senator KOVACIC: For me, it is curious that a commercial 
organisa�on under contract to a federal government department 
would, on a whim, go out and seek a cas�ng call at $5,000. Could 
you provide on no�ce whatever further informa�on you have on 
that? 
Ms Balmanno: Certainly. 
Senator KOVACIC: Is there a writen communica�on between the 
department and the organisa�on to account for the fact that their 
commercial partner has gone out and done this, in breach of what 
would have been a contractual agreement? 
Ms Balmanno: Yes, we can provide that. 
Senator KOVACIC: Could we have a copy of that leter? 
Ms Balmanno: Yes, to the extent that the writen communica�on 
exists. 25 

26/10/202
3 

SQ23-
002591 

Independent 
Health and 
Aged Care 

Jane 
Hume 

Ten largest 
es�mate 
varia�ons 
in the most 

36. For the por�olio, please provide a list of the ten largest es�mate 
varia�ons in the most recent financial year. Writen 3/11/2023 
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Pricing 
Authority 

recent 
financial 
year - 
Independe
nt Health 
and Aged 
Care Pricing 
Authority 

SQ23-
002592 

Independent 
Health and 
Aged Care 
Pricing 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

Ten largest 
movements 
of funds in 
the most 
recent 
financial 
year - 
Independe
nt Health 
and Aged 
Care Pricing 
Authority 

37. For the por�olio, please provide a list of the ten largest 
movements of funds in the most recent financial year, including a 
profile of the forward es�mates for the impact of the movement. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002192 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Gerard 
Rennick 

Blood 
clo�ng 
associated 
with the 
vaccine 

19. Does the new TGA management agree with Professor Skerrit 
that clots aren't a risk that can cause strokes? I note that the 
vaccines are associated with clo�ng especially in women, many of 
whom have experience heavy menstrual bleeding. Writen 6/11/2023 

SQ23-
002543 

Independent 
Health and 
Aged Care 

Jane 
Hume 

New policy 
proposals 
provided to 
por�olio 

8. How many New Policy Proposals has the Department/agency 
provided to each Minister in its por�olio since 1 July 2023?  
 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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Pricing 
Authority 

Minister 
offices 
since 1 July 
2023 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Independe
nt Health 
and Aged 
Care Pricing 
Authority 

Please provide a list with the number of New Policy Proposals by 
Minister, and the date of the first provided New Policy Proposal. 

SQ23-
002550 

Independent 
Health and 
Aged Care 
Pricing 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

2022-23 
October 
Budget, 
Savings 
from 
External 
Labour, and 
Savings 
from 
Adver�sing
, Travel and 
Legal 
Expenses - 
Independe
nt Health 
and Aged 
Care Pricing 
Authority 

12. In rela�on to the measure in the 2022-23 October Budget, 
Savings from External Labour, and Savings from Adver�sing, Travel 
and Legal Expenses.  
a. What was the value of savings that the Department/agency was 
requested to deliver for the 2022-23 year in aggregate?  
 
b. Has the Department/agency iden�fied the savings they will make 
across the following areas to achieve this cut:  
i. External labour hire  
ii. Consultancy 
iii. Adver�sing campaigns  
iv. Travel  
v. Legal expenses  
 
c. Can the Department/agency provide a breakdown of the funding 
reduc�ons they have made in totality, and in each of the above 
areas, and what they relate to?  
 
d. Has the Department/agency been informed of the cut that will be 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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made to their funding in the next financial year, or the rest of the 
forward es�mates?  
 
e. Can the Department/agency confirm the total new number of 
contracts (ongoing and termina�ng) and total cost of these contracts 
issued on AusTender since 30 June 2022 which relate to the 
following areas:  
i. External labour hire  
ii. Consultancy 
iii. Adver�sing campaigns  
iv. Travel  
v. Legal expenses  
  
f. Please provide a breakdown of the value of contracts across each 
area and iden�fy the categories on AusTender which are used to 
determine the Departments iden�fica�on of the contracts.  
i. Is the Department/agency on track to meet the saving target?  
ii. Has the Department/agency sought an exemp�on or alterna�on 
from/to the savings target?  
iii. If so, why and was it approved? 

SQ23-
002552 

Independent 
Health and 
Aged Care 
Pricing 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

Furniture, 
fixtures or 
fi�ngs 
upgraded 
in financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Independe

15. Were the furniture, fixtures or fi�ngs of the Secretary's/agency 
head's office, or the offices of any Deputy Secretaries/execu�ve 
leadership team members, upgraded in financial year 2023/24 to 
date?  
 
Please provide an itemised list of costs (GST inclusive). Please 
provide photographs of the works conducted. 
 
18. Were the facili�es of any of the Departments/agency premises 
upgraded in financial year 2023/24 to date, for example, staff room 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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nt Health 
and Aged 
Care Pricing 
Authority 

refurbishments, kitchen refurbishments, bathroom refurbishments, 
the purchase of any new fridges, coffee machines, or other kitchen 
equipment?  
 
Please provide a detailed descrip�on of the relevant facili�es 
upgraded together with an itemised list of costs (GST inclusive).  
 
Please provide photographs of the upgraded facili�es. 

SQ23-
002559 

Independent 
Health and 
Aged Care 
Pricing 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

Use of 
departmen
tal/agency 
credit cards  
in financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Independe
nt Health 
and Aged 
Care Pricing 
Authority 

In rela�on to departmental use of credit cards: 
a. How many credit cards are currently on issue for department or 
agency staff? 
b. What was the value of the largest reported purchase on a credit 
card in financial year 2023/24 to date and what was it for? 
c. How much interest was paid on amounts outstanding from credit 
cards in financial year 2023/24 to date? 
d. How much was paid in late fees on amounts outstanding from 
credit cards in financial year 2023/24 to date? 
e. What was the largest amount outstanding on a single card at the 
end of a payment period in financial year 2023/24 to date? 
f. How many credit cards were reported as lost or stolen in financial 
year 2023/24 to date and what was the cost of their replacement?   
g. How many credit card purchases were deemed to be illegi�mate 
or contrary to department or agency policy in financial year 2023/24 
to date? What was the total value of those purchases? How many 
purchases were asked to be repaid on that basis in financial year 
2023/24 to date and what was the total value thereof? Were all 
those amounts actually repaid? If no, how many were not repaid, 
and what was the total value thereof? 
h. What was the largest purchase that was deemed illegi�mate or 
contrary to department or agency policy and asked to be repaid in 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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financial year 2023/243 to date? What that amount actually repaid, 
in full? If no, what amount was le� unpaid? 
i. Are any credit cards currently on issue connected to rewards 
schemes? Do staff receive any personal benefit as a result of those 
reward schemes? 
j. Please provide a copy of the department or agency's staff credit 
card policy. 
k. Please denote any changes to this policy that have been made 
since February 2023 

SQ23-
001958 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Larissa 
Waters 

2020-2030 
Women's 
Health 
Strategy - 
Menopaus
e 

Menopause 
? The 2020-2030 Women's Health Strategy (p46) highlights the need 
for more research into menopause, as we are at the end of 2023, 
what has the Department done to meet this objec�ve? 
 
The Na�onal Ac�on Plan for Endometriosis, launched in 2018, has 
three major goals: i) awareness and educa�on, ii) clinical 
management and care, and iii) research. This has driven increased 
focus, and funding for Endometriosis. 
 Does the Department have any inten�on to do something similar on 
peri/menoand release a Na�onal Ac�on Plan for Menopause? Writen 

31/10/202
3 

SQ23-
002103 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Gerard 
Rennick 

Gender 
reassignme
nt rules of 
consent 

15. What are the rules for allowing children up to 18 to undergo a 
sex change. Who is able to give consent – the parent or just the child 
or both? Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
001951 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Andrew 
Bragg 

Medicare-
funded 
annual 
health 
checks for 

In the context of Medicare-funded annual health checks for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders: 
1. What is the annual aggregated cost of claiming annual health 
checks? 
2. What is the annual per capita cost of claiming annual health 

Writen 
27/10/202
3 
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First 
Na�ons 
Australia 

checks? 
3. How many Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders are taking 
advantage of annual health checks? 
4. How many Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders by State or 
Territory are taking advantage of annual health checks? 
5. How many Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders living in remote 
communi�es are taking advantage of annual health checks? 
6. How many Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders living in rural 
communi�es are taking advantage of annual health checks? 
7. How many Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders living in regional 
communi�es are taking advantage of annual health checks? 
8. How many Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders living in urban 
and suburban communi�es are taking advantage of annual health 
checks?  
9. What is the annual aggregated cost of follow up from annual 
health checks? 
10. What is the annual per capita cost of claiming annual health 
checks? 
11. How many Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders secure follow 
ups because of annual health checks? 
12. How many Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders by State or 
Territory are securing follow ups because of annual health checks? 
13. How many Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders living in remote 
communi�es are securing follow ups because of annual health 
checks? 
14. How many Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders living in rural 
communi�es are securing follow ups because of annual health 
checks? 
15. How many Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders living in regional 
communi�es are securing follow ups because of annual health 
checks? 
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16. How many Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders living in urban 
and suburban communi�es are securing follow ups because of 
annual health checks? 

SQ23-
002105 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Anne 
Ruston Pirfenidone 

1. I understand Pirfenidone, also known as Esbriet, used to treat 
Pulmonary Fibrosis, has been taken off the PBS and now costs 
approximately $3000 per month. Why was this medica�on removed 
from the PBS? Writen 6/11/2023 

SQ23-
002156 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Anne 
Ruston 

The 
Australian 
Cons�tu�o
n gran�ng 
the 
Commonw
ealth 
Parliament 
legisla�ve 
power to 
enact laws 
sufficiently 
connected 
to various 
heads of 
power 

9. The Australian Cons�tu�on grants the Commonwealth Parliament 
legisla�ve power to enact laws sufficiently connected to various 
heads of power, including ''insurance'' (s 51(xxiv)) and ''medical and 
dental services (not amoun�ng to civil conscrip�on)'' (s 51(xxiiiA)). 
There has been limited li�ga�on addressing these heads of power 
and the law is complex and unsetled. Has the Department looked at 
the poten�al unintended consequences with this proposal? 
10. Does the department have any concerns this proposal to outlaw 
sponsors charging above the benefit could result in sponsors 
removing products from the market? 
11. Does the department have concerns this could further delay 
access to innova�on since sponsors won't be able to differen�ate on 
price? 
12. Does the department have concern if the benefit is set too low 
this will lead to undersupply on products in the market and or 
reduce clinician choice? 
13. Does the department have concerns that device companies with 
superior products from earning a premium for the high quality 
devices for pa�ents will be denied access? 
14. Can the Department explain the difference between a benefit 
se�ng mechanism and a price se�ng mechanism? 
15. Is the current PL a benefit or price se�ng mechanism? 

Writen 6/11/2023 
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16. Has the Department consulted with Treasury, or PMC about the 
proposed changes to the regulatory mechanism as it relates to the 
PL turning from a minimum to a maximum benefit se�ng 
mechanism? 
17. This is a significant change. Is this consistent with the Cabinet 
authority of the PL Reform? 
18. Do you consider this change requires a re-assessment of the RIS? 
If not, why not? 

SQ23-
002538 

Independent 
Health and 
Aged Care 
Pricing 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

Provision 
and 
turnaround 
of 
Ministerial 
Briefs since 
1 July 2023 
to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Independe
nt Health 
and Aged 
Care Pricing 
Authority 

1. Since 1 July 2023, has the Department/Agency been provided with 
advice or a direc�on on a minimum turnaround �me for 
considera�on of briefs by the Minister?  
 
If so, when was this advice provided to the Department? 
Please provide the minimum turnaround requirement.  
 
If there has been a change in a previously set minimum turnaround 
requirement, please provide: 
a. the previous turnaround requirement; and the date the change 
was requested.  
 
7. How many briefs has the Department/agency provided to each 
Minister in its por�olio? Please provide a list with the number of 
briefs for each Minister, and the date of the first provided brief.  
 
How many briefs have been returned to the Department for redra�? 
Please provide a list with the number of briefs for each Minister, and 
the dates of the return of briefs to the Department. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002539 

Independent 
Health and 
Aged Care 

Jane 
Hume 

Hospitality 
provided to 

2. Since 1 July 2023, has the Department provided any hospitality in 
Ministers' offices? 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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Pricing 
Authority 

por�olio 
Ministers' 
offices 
since 1 July 
2023 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Independe
nt Health 
and Aged 
Care Pricing 
Authority 

 
Please specify the date, itemised cost, purpose, and atendees for 
the hospitality. 
 
Since 1 July 2023, have there been any amendments to the 
Department's policy on providing hospitality in the Ministers offices?  
 
If so, please provide a copy of the policy and a reference for the 
amendment 

SQ23-
002540 

Independent 
Health and 
Aged Care 
Pricing 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

Departmen
tal staff and 
Departmen
tal Liaison 
Officer's 
allocated to 
por�olio 
Ministers' 
offices - 
Independe
nt Health 
and Aged 
Care Pricing 
Authority 

3. How many Departmental Liaison Officers have been allocated to 
each Minister in the por�olio?  
 
Please provide a list that outlines the level of the member of the 
department, the Minister they have been allocated to, and the �me 
they have been allocated to the Minister. 
 
Please denote any change in this alloca�on since May 2023.   
 
4. How many staff have been provided to Ministers offices not in a 
capacity as a Departmental Liaison Officer? 
 
Please provide a list that outlines the level of the member of the 
department, the Minister they have been allocated to, and the �me 
they have been allocated to the Minister. 
 
Please denote any change in this alloca�on since May 2023. Writen 3/11/2023 
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SQ23-
002547 

Independent 
Health and 
Aged Care 
Pricing 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

Paper 
usage from 
Australian 
producers 
and 
overseas - 
Independe
nt Health 
and Aged 
Care Pricing 
Authority 

9. Please provide the amount of paper the Department/agency 
sources from Australian producers and from overseas producers.  
 
Please provide the amount in dollar value on a financial year basis 
for the last five financial years. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002548 

Independent 
Health and 
Aged Care 
Pricing 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

List of 
membershi
ps for 
Commonw
ealth inter-
departmen
tal 
commitees 
- 
Independe
nt Health 
and Aged 
Care Pricing 
Authority 

10. Please provide a list of all the Commonwealth inter-departmental 
commitees of which the Department/agency has membership.  
 
Please specify where there are changes to the list since May 2023. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002549 

Independent 
Health and 
Aged Care 
Pricing 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

List of 
membershi
ps for 
Commonw

11. Please provide a list of all the Commonwealth taskforces of 
which the Department/agency has membership.  
 
Please specify where there are changes to the list since May 2023. Writen 3/11/2023 



453 
 

ealth 
taskforces - 
Independe
nt Health 
and Aged 
Care Pricing 
Authority 

SQ23-
002553 

Independent 
Health and 
Aged Care 
Pricing 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

Travel costs 
for financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Independe
nt Health 
and Aged 
Care Pricing 
Authority 

16. Please provide an itemised list of the Secretary's/agency deputy 
head's travel for financial year 2023/24 to date, including costs of 
flights and accommoda�on. 
 
17. Please provide an itemised list of each Deputy Secretary's/agency 
head's travel for financial year 2023/24 to date, including costs of 
flights and accommoda�on. 
 
19. What was the total cost of staff travel for departmental/agency 
employees in financial year 2023/24 to date? Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002263 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Jane 
Hume 

ChatGPT on 
internal 
networks - 
Departmen
t of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

39. Does the department/agency allow for the use of ChatGPT on 
the internal network?  
 
If so, what risk management and governance mechanisms are in 
place to protect government data?  
a. Please provide the department/agency policy on use of ar�ficial 
intelligence. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002562 

Independent 
Health and 
Aged Care 

Jane 
Hume 

Comcare 
and Fair 
Work 
Commissio

24. In rela�on to department/agency: 
a. In the current financial year to date, how many maters have been 
referred to Comcare? 
b. Of those claims referred to Comcare, redac�ng confiden�al 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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nt Health 
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Care Pricing 
Authority 

informa�on, advise in which division the claimant works or worked 
and the circumstances surrounding the claim. 
c. What has the Department/agency learned from past Comcare 
claims? 
d. Of those employees who submited a Comcare claim, how many 
returned to work a�er a period of absence? 
 
25. In rela�on to the department/agency: 
a. In the current financial year to date, how many maters have been 
referred to the Fair Work Commission? 
b. Of those maters referred to either, please provide a 
comprehensive account of the circumstances, redac�ng confiden�al 
informa�on, including in which division the employee is or was 
employed, the nature of the complaint and the nature of the 
determina�on of the Fair Work Commission, Fair Work Ombudsman 
and/or conciliator. 

SQ23-
002565 

Independent 
Health and 
Aged Care 
Pricing 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

Current 
reviews 
and 
completed 
reviews 
since 1 July 
2022 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Independe
nt Health 
and Aged 

26. Please provide a list of the number of reviews that the 
department/agency is currently conduc�ng.  
Please provide: 
a. the name of the review; 
b. the purpose of the review; 
c. the name or names of the reviewer(s); 
d. the remunera�on for each of the reviewer(s); 
e. the budgeted cost of the review; 
f. the amount spent to date; and 
g. the date the review is due to be completed. 
 
27. Please provide a list of the number of reviews that the 
department/agency has completed since 1 July 2022.  
Please provide:  

Writen 3/11/2023 
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Authority 

a. the name of the review; 
b. the purpose of the review; 
c. the name or names of the reviewer(s); 
d. the remunera�on for each of the reviewer(s); 
e. the budgeted cost of the review; 
f. the amount spent; 
g. the date the review was due to be completed; 
h. the date the review was completed; 
i. the date the review was provided to the Department; 
j. the date the review was provided to the Minister; and 
k. the date the review was provided to the Minister's office. 

SQ23-
002568 

Independent 
Health and 
Aged Care 
Pricing 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

List of 
membershi
ps for 
Commonw
ealth inter-
departmen
tal 
commitees 
- 
Independe
nt Health 
and Aged 
Care Pricing 
Authority 

28. Please provide a list of the interdepartmental commitees that 
the department/agency par�cipates in or provides representa�on to. 
 
Please provide: 
a. the name of the interdepartmental commitee; 
b. a list of the membership; 
c. the date it was established; and 
d. its purpose. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002571 

Independent 
Health and 
Aged Care 
Pricing 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

New 
en��es 
created, 
wound up, 

29. How many new en��es (including advisory boards and agencies) 
have been created within the por�olio since May 2022?  
Please list each en�ty, its purpose, and the date it was created. 
 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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30. How many new en��es (including advisory boards and agencies) 
have been wound up, amalgamated, ceased or disbanded since May 
2022? 
Please list each en�ty, its purpose, and the date it was wound up, 
amalgamated, ceased, or disbanded. 

SQ23-
002574 

Independent 
Health and 
Aged Care 
Pricing 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

Requests 
from 
por�olio 
Minister's 
offices 
seeking 
data or 
informa�on 
by 
electorate 
since 1 July 
2023 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Independe
nt Health 
and Aged 

31. Since 1 July 2023, has the department / agency ever received a 
request from a por�olio minister's office seeking data or informa�on 
separated out by electorate?  
a. Please provide a list of all requests, including any �meframe 
provided for a response, whether a response was provided, and the 
context of the request if provided.  
b. Please provide a copy of all responses to the request. Writen 3/11/2023 
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SQ23-
002577 

Independent 
Health and 
Aged Care 
Pricing 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 
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allocated to 
the 
departmen
t/agency as 
at 1 July 
2023 - 
Independe
nt Health 
and Aged 
Care Pricing 
Authority 

32. Please provide the number of current ASL allocated to the 
department/agency as at 1 July 2023. 
 
Please provide:  
a. Total number of ASL;  
b. Total number of FTE by APS classifica�on; 
c. the number of ASL allocated to each outcome for which the 
department/agency is responsible; and 
d. the number of FTE, by classifica�on, allocated to each outcome for 
which the department/agency is responsible; and 
e. The number of FTE posi�ons that are not currently filled, broken 
down by classifica�on. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002580 

Independent 
Health and 
Aged Care 
Pricing 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

Provision of 
market 
research to 
any 
Ministers 
Office in 
rela�on to 
a 
Commonw
ealth 
Informa�on 
and 
Adver�sing 
Campaign - 
Independe

33. Has the department/agency provided any Minister's office with 
market research conducted in rela�on to a  
commonwealth Informa�on and Adver�sing Campaign? 
Please provide a list of the Ministers and the date on which they 
were provided the research. Writen 3/11/2023 
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SQ23-
002593 

Independent 
Health and 
Aged Care 
Pricing 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

Flexible 
work 
arrangeme
nt - 
Independe
nt Health 
and Aged 
Care Pricing 
Authority 

38. How many staff have a flexible work arrangement in place that 
enables them to work from home?  
a. Please provide a breakdown including; 
i. The propor�on of staff who work from home one day a week?  
ii. The propor�on of staff who work from home two days a week?  
iii. The propor�on of staff who work from home three days a week?  
iv. The propor�on of staff who work from home four days a week?  
v. The propor�on of staff who work from home five days a week?  
b. What is the annual cost of ren�ng out office space for employees? 
c. Please provide a copy of the department/agency's work from 
home policy. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002596 

Independent 
Health and 
Aged Care 
Pricing 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

ChatGPT on 
internal 
networks - 
Independe
nt Health 
and Aged 
Care Pricing 
Authority 

39. Does the department/agency allow for the use of ChatGPT on 
the internal network?  
 
If so, what risk management and governance mechanisms are in 
place to protect government data?  
a. Please provide the department/agency policy on use of ar�ficial 
intelligence. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002154 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Ralph 
Babet 

Conflict of 
Interest for 
Australian 
Industrial 
Chemicals 
Introduc�o

30. Please provide a list of all conflicts of interests declared by 
Australian Industrial Chemicals Introduc�on Scheme employees for 
the period between January 2020 and May 2023 all subordinate 
branches and divisions. This includes past and present employees for 
that �me period. Writen 6/11/2023 
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SQ23-
002243 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Jane 
Hume 

List of 
membershi
ps for 
Commonw
ealth 
taskforces - 
Departmen
t of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

11. Please provide a list of all the Commonwealth taskforces of 
which the Department/agency has membership.  
 
Please specify where there are changes to the list since May 2023. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002152 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Ralph 
Babet 

Conflict of 
Interest/dis
closure for 
Departmen
t of Health 
and Aged 

23. How many disclosures or conflicts of interest were made by 
employees of the department of health and aged care in 2020 and 
2021?  
24. Please provide a list of all conflicts of interests declared by 
Department of Health and Aged Care employees for the period 
between January 2020 and May 2023 under the Health Products 
Regula�on Group (HPRG) and all subordinate branches and divisions. 
This includes past and present employees for that �me period. 
25. Please provide a list of all conflicts of interests declared by 
Department of Health and Aged Care employees for the period 
between January 2020 and May 2023 under the Chief Medical 
Officer group and all subordinate branches and divisions. This 
includes past and present employees for that �me period. 
26. Please provide a list of all conflicts of interests declared by 
Department of Health and Aged Care employees for the period 
between January 2020 and May 2023 under the Health Strategy, 
First  

Writen 6/11/2023 
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Na�ons & Sport and all subordinate branches and divisions. This 
includes past and present employees for that �me period. 
27. Please provide a list of all conflicts of interests declared by 
Department of Health and Aged Care employees for the period 
between January 2020 and May 2023 under the Primary & 
Community Care and all subordinate branches and divisions. This 
includes past and present employees for that �me period. 
28. Please provide a list of all conflicts of interests declared by 
Department of Health and Aged Care employees for the period 
between January 2020 and May 2023 under the and all subordinate 
branches and divisions. This includes past and present employees for 
that �me period. 

SQ23-
002541 

Independent 
Health and 
Aged Care 
Pricing 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

Mee�ngs 
between 
Secretary/A
gency head 
with 
Ministers - 
Independe
nt Health 
and Aged 
Care Pricing 
Authority 

5. How many mee�ngs has the Secretary/agency head had with the 
Ministers in their por�olio since 1 July 2023?   
  
Please provide a list with the number of mee�ngs by Minister, and 
the date of the first mee�ng with each Minister.  
  
6. How many mee�ngs has the Secretary/agency head had with any 
Ministers not in their por�olio since 1 July 2023?  
  
Please provide a list with the number of mee�ngs by Minister, and 
the date of the first mee�ng with each Minister. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002587 

Independent 
Health and 
Aged Care 
Pricing 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

Freedom of 
informa�on 
applica�on
s has the 
departmen
t/agency 

34. How many freedom of informa�on applica�ons has the 
department/agency received since 1 July 2023? 
Please provide a breakdown of the number including; 
a. the number of applica�ons withdrawn; 
b. the number of applica�ons refused under sec�on 34 of the 
Freedom of Informa�on Act 1982; 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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received 
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nt Health 
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Authority 

c. the number of applica�ons refused under sec�on 24 of the 
Freedom of Informa�on Act 1982; 
d. the number of applica�ons refused under sec�on 24A of the 
Freedom of Informa�on Act 1982; 
e. the number of applica�ons subject to internal review; 
f. the number of applica�ons subject to review by the OAIC; 
g. the number of applica�ons subject to review by the AAT; 
h. the number of applica�ons subject to review by the Federal Court; 
and 
i. the number of applica�ons where the original decision has been 
overturned. 

SQ23-
002590 

Independent 
Health and 
Aged Care 
Pricing 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

Freedom of 
informa�on 
applica�on
s has the 
Ministers 
office 
received 
since 1 July 
2023 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Independe
nt Health 
and Aged 
Care Pricing 
Authority 

35. How many freedom of informa�on applica�ons have been 
received by the Minister's office since 1 July 2023? 
Please provide a breakdown including; 
a. the number of applica�ons by Minister, 
i. the number of applica�ons that are yet to be decided; 
ii. the number of applica�ons refused; and 
iii. the number of applica�ons overdue, including the number of days 
overdue. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002597 

Independent 
Health and 
Aged Care 

Jane 
Hume 

Solicited or 
encouraged 

40. It was reported in the The Age and Sydney Morning Herald by 
journalists Richard Baker, Nick McKenzie and Hannah Bowers that Mr 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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Campaign - 
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Authority 

Richard Prat said that he had donated $1 million to the Voice 
referendum's Yes campaign because he had fielded a request to do 
so from a senior adviser to Prime Minister Anthony Albanese.  
a. Have any personal staff in the Office of the Minister solicited or 
encouraged dona�ons to the YES Campaign prior to or during the 
course of the referendum campaign? 
b. Have any personal staff in the Office of the Minister solicited or 
encouraged dona�ons to the YES Campaign on the basis of policy 
decisions? 

SQ23-
002247 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Jane 
Hume 

Travel costs 
for financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Departmen
t of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

16. Please provide an itemised list of the Secretary's/agency deputy 
head's travel for financial year 2023/24 to date, including costs of 
flights and accommoda�on. 
 
17. Please provide an itemised list of each Deputy Secretary's/agency 
head's travel for financial year 2023/24 to date, including costs of 
flights and accommoda�on. 
 
19. What was the total cost of staff travel for departmental/agency 
employees in financial year 2023/24 to date? Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002266 

Aged Care 
Quality and 
Safety 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

Provision 
and 
turnaround 
of 
Ministerial 
Briefs since 
1 July 2023 
to 26 
October 
2023 - 

1. Since 1 July 2023, has the Department/Agency been provided with 
advice or a direc�on on a minimum turnaround �me for 
considera�on of briefs by the Minister??  
 
If so, when was this advice provided to the Department?  
 
Please provide the minimum turnaround requirement.   
  
If there has been a change in a previously set minimum turnaround 
requirement, please provide:  

Writen 3/11/2023 



463 
 

Aged Care 
Quality and 
Safety 
Commissio
n 

 
the previous turnaround requirement; and the date the change was 
requested.?  
 
 7. How many briefs has the Department/agency provided to each 
Minister in its por�olio? Please provide a list with the number of 
briefs for each Minister, and the date of the first provided brief.   
  
How many briefs have been returned to the Department for redra�? 
Please provide a list with the number of briefs for each Minister, and 
the dates of the return of briefs to the Department.? 

SQ23-
002267 

Aged Care 
Quality and 
Safety 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

Hospitality 
provided to 
por�olio 
Ministers' 
offices 
since 1 July 
2023 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Aged Care 
Quality and 
Safety 
Commissio
n 

2. Since 1 July 2023, has the Department provided any hospitality in 
Ministers' offices?  
 
Please specify the date, itemised cost, purpose, and atendees for 
the hospitality.  
 
Since 1 July 2023, have there been any amendments to the 
Department's policy on providing hospitality in the Ministers offices?   
 
 If so, please provide a copy of the policy and a reference for the 
amendment Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002268 

Aged Care 
Quality and 
Safety 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

Departmen
tal staff and 
Departmen
tal Liaison 

3. How many Departmental Liaison Officers have been allocated to 
each Minister in the por�olio?   
  
Please provide a list that outlines the level of the member of the 

Writen 3/11/2023 



464 
 

Officer's 
allocated to 
por�olio 
Ministers' 
offices - 
Aged Care 
Quality and 
Safety 
Commissio
n 

department, the Minister they have been allocated to, and the �me 
they have been allocated to the Minister.  
 
Please denote any change in this alloca�on since May 2023.    
 
 4. How many staff have been provided to Ministers offices not in a 
capacity as a Departmental Liaison Officer?  
 
Please provide a list that outlines the level of the member of the 
department, the Minister they have been allocated to, and the �me 
they have been allocated to the Minister.  
 
Please denote any change in this alloca�on since May 2023. 

SQ23-
002269 

Aged Care 
Quality and 
Safety 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

Mee�ngs 
between 
Secretary/A
gency head 
with 
Ministers - 
Aged Care 
Quality and 
Safety 
Commissio
n 

5. How many mee�ngs has the Secretary/agency head had with the 
Ministers in their por�olio since 1 July 2023?   
  
Please provide a list with the number of mee�ngs by Minister, and 
the date of the first mee�ng with each Minister.  
  
6. How many mee�ngs has the Secretary/agency head had with any 
Ministers not in their por�olio since 1 July 2023?  
  
Please provide a list with the number of mee�ngs by Minister, and 
the date of the first mee�ng with each Minister. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002270 

Aged Care 
Quality and 
Safety 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

New policy 
proposals 
provided to 
por�olio 
Minister 

8. How many New Policy Proposals has the Department/agency 
provided to each Minister in its por�olio since 1 July 2023?   
 
Please provide a list with the number of New Policy Proposals by 
Minister, and the date of the first provided New Policy Proposal. Writen 3/11/2023 
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SQ23-
002271 

Aged Care 
Quality and 
Safety 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

Paper 
usage from 
Australian 
producers 
and 
overseas - 
Aged Care 
Quality and 
Safety 
Commissio
n 

9. Please provide the amount of paper the Department/agency 
sources from Australian producers and from overseas producers.   
 
Please provide the amount in dollar value on a financial year basis 
for the last five financial years. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002272 

Aged Care 
Quality and 
Safety 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

List of 
membershi
ps for 
Commonw
ealth inter-
departmen
tal 
commitees 

10. Please provide a list of all the Commonwealth inter-departmental 
commitees of which the Department/agency has membership.   
 
 Please specify where there are changes to the list since May 2023. Writen 3/11/2023 
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SQ23-
002273 

Aged Care 
Quality and 
Safety 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

List of 
membershi
ps for 
Commonw
ealth 
taskforces - 
Aged Care 
Quality and 
Safety 
Commissio
n 

11. Please provide a list of all the Commonwealth taskforces of 
which the Department/agency has membership.   
 
Please specify where there are changes to the list since May 2023. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002274 

Aged Care 
Quality and 
Safety 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

2022-23 
October 
Budget, 
Savings 
from 
External 
Labour, and 
Savings 
from 
Adver�sing
, Travel and 
Legal 
Expenses - 

12. In rela�on to the measure in the 2022-23 October Budget, 
Savings from External Labour, and Savings from Adver�sing, Travel 
and Legal Expenses.   
 
a. What was the value of savings that the Department/agency was 
requested to deliver for the 2022-23 year in aggregate?   
 
b. Has the Department/agency iden�fied the savings they will make 
across the following areas to achieve this cut:   
 
i. External labour hire   
 
ii. Consultancy  

Writen 3/11/2023 
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iii. Adver�sing campaigns   
 
iv. Travel   
 
v. Legal expenses   
 
c. Can the Department/agency provide a breakdown of the funding 
reduc�ons they have made in totality, and in each of the above 
areas, and what they relate to?   
 
d. Has the Department/agency been informed of the cut that will be 
made to their funding in the next financial year, or the rest of the 
forward es�mates?   
 
e. Can the Department/agency confirm the total new number of 
contracts (ongoing and termina�ng) and total cost of these contracts 
issued on AusTender since 30 June 2022 which relate to the 
following areas:   
 
i. External labour hire   
 
ii. Consultancy  
 
iii. Adver�sing campaigns   
 
iv. Travel   
 
v. Legal expenses   
 
f. Please provide a breakdown of the value of contracts across each 
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area and iden�fy the categories on AusTender which are used to 
determine the Departments iden�fica�on of the contracts.   
 
i. Is the Department/agency on track to meet the saving target?   
 
ii. Has the Department/agency sought an exemp�on or alterna�on 
from/to the savings target?   
 
iii. If so, why and was it approved? 

SQ23-
002275 

Aged Care 
Quality and 
Safety 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

Expenditur
e on any 
func�ons 
or official 
recep�ons 
(etc) 
hosted by 
the 
Departmen
t/Agency or 
Ministers/A
ssistant 
Ministers in 
financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Aged Care 
Quality and 
Safety 

13. In rela�on to expenditure on any func�ons or official recep�ons 
etc hosted by the Department or agencies in the por�olio in financial 
year 2023/24 to date, please provide the following:  
 
a. List of func�ons;  
 
b. List of atendees;  
 
c. Func�on venue;  
 
d. Itemised list of costs (GST inclusive);  
 
e. Details of any food served;  
 
f. Details of any wines or champagnes served including brand and 
vintage; and  
 
g. Details of any entertainment provided.  
 
14. In rela�on to any func�ons or official recep�ons hosted by 
Ministers or Assistant Ministers in the por�olio in financial year 

Writen 3/11/2023 



469 
 

Commissio
n 

2023/24 to date, please provide the following:  
 
a. List of func�ons;  
 
b. List of atendees;  
 
c. Func�on venue;  
 
d. Itemised list of costs (GST inclusive);  
 
e. Details of any food served;  
 
f. Details of any wines or champagnes served including brand and 
vintage; and  
 
g. Details of any entertainment provided. 

SQ23-
002276 

Aged Care 
Quality and 
Safety 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

Furniture, 
fixtures or 
fi�ngs 
upgraded 
in financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Aged Care 
Quality and 
Safety 

15. Were the furniture, fixtures or fi�ngs of the Secretary's/agency 
head's office, or the offices of any Deputy Secretaries/execu�ve 
leadership team members, upgraded in financial year 2023/24 to 
date?   
 
Please provide an itemised list of costs (GST inclusive). Please 
provide photographs of the works conducted.  
 
18. Were the facili�es of any of the Departments/agency premises 
upgraded in financial year 2023/24 to date, for example, staff room 
refurbishments, kitchen refurbishments, bathroom refurbishments, 
the purchase of any new fridges, coffee machines, or other kitchen 
equipment?   
 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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Please provide a detailed descrip�on of the relevant facili�es 
upgraded together with an itemised list of costs (GST inclusive).   
 
Please provide photographs of the upgraded facili�es. 

SQ23-
002278 

Aged Care 
Quality and 
Safety 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

Total 
expenditur
e on media 
monitoring, 
adver�sing 
and 
campaigns 
financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Aged Care 
Quality and 
Safety 
Commissio
n 

20. What was the Department's/agency's total expenditure on media 
monitoring services in financial year 2023/24 to date?  
 
21. What was the Department's/agency's total expenditure on 
adver�sing and informa�on campaigns in financial year 2023/24 to 
date?   
  
Please provide an itemised list of the campaigns, their purpose, and 
their expected costs. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002280 

Aged Care 
Quality and 
Safety 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

Use of 
departmen
tal/agency 
credit cards  
in financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 

In rela�on to departmental use of credit cards:  
 
a. How many credit cards are currently on issue for department or 
agency staff?  
 
b. What was the value of the largest reported purchase on a credit 
card in financial year 2023/24 to date and what was it for?  
 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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c. How much interest was paid on amounts outstanding from credit 
cards in financial year 2023/24 to date?  
 
d. How much was paid in late fees on amounts outstanding from 
credit cards in financial year 2023/24 to date?  
 
e. What was the largest amount outstanding on a single card at the 
end of a payment period in financial year 2023/24 to date?  
 
f. How many credit cards were reported as lost or stolen in financial 
year 2023/24 to date and what was the cost of their replacement?    
 
g. How many credit card purchases were deemed to be illegi�mate 
or contrary to department or agency policy in financial year 2023/24 
to date? What was the total value of those purchases? How many 
purchases were asked to be repaid on that basis in financial year 
2023/24 to date and what was the total value thereof? Were all 
those amounts actually repaid? If no, how many were not repaid, 
and what was the total value thereof?  
 
h. What was the largest purchase that was deemed illegi�mate or 
contrary to department or agency policy and asked to be repaid in 
financial year 2023/243 to date? What that amount actually repaid, 
in full? If no, what amount was le� unpaid?  
 
i. Are any credit cards currently on issue connected to rewards 
schemes? Do staff receive any personal benefit as a result of those 
reward schemes?  
 
j. Please provide a copy of the department or agency's staff credit 
card policy.  
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k. Please denote any changes to this policy that have been made 
since February 2023 

SQ23-
002281 

Aged Care 
Quality and 
Safety 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

Comcare 
and Fair 
Work 
Commissio
n referrals 
and claims 
in current 
financial 
year to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Aged Care 
Quality and 
Safety 
Commissio
n 

24. In rela�on to department/agency:  
 
a. In the current financial year to date, how many maters have been 
referred to Comcare?  
 
b. Of those claims referred to Comcare, redac�ng confiden�al 
informa�on, advise in which division the claimant works or worked 
and the circumstances surrounding the claim.  
 
c. What has the Department/agency learned from past Comcare 
claims?  
 
d. Of those employees who submited a Comcare claim, how many 
returned to work a�er a period of absence?  
 
25. In rela�on to the department/agency:  
 
a. In the current financial year to date, how many maters have been 
referred to the Fair Work Commission?  
 
b. Of those maters referred to either, please provide a 
comprehensive account of the circumstances, redac�ng confiden�al 
informa�on, including in which division the employee is or was 
employed, the nature of the complaint and the nature of the 
determina�on of the Fair Work Commission, Fair Work Ombudsman 
and/or conciliator. Writen 3/11/2023 
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SQ23-
002282 

Aged Care 
Quality and 
Safety 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

Current 
reviews 
and 
completed 
reviews 
since 1 July 
2022 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Aged Care 
Quality and 
Safety 
Commissio
n 

26. Please provide a list of the number of reviews that the 
department/agency is currently conduc�ng.   
 
Please provide:  
 
a. the name of the review;  
 
b. the purpose of the review;  
 
c. the name or names of the reviewer(s);  
 
d. the remunera�on for each of the reviewer(s);  
 
e. the budgeted cost of the review;  
 
f. the amount spent to date; and  
 
g. the date the review is due to be completed.  
 
  
27. Please provide a list of the number of reviews that the 
department/agency has completed since 1 July 2022.   
 
Please provide:   
 
a. the name of the review;  
 
b. the purpose of the review;  
 
c. the name or names of the reviewer(s);  
 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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d. the remunera�on for each of the reviewer(s);  
 
e. the budgeted cost of the review;  
 
f. the amount spent;  
 
g. the date the review was due to be completed;  
 
h. the date the review was completed;  
 
i. the date the review was provided to the Department;  
 
j. the date the review was provided to the Minister; and  
 
k. the date the review was provided to the Minister's office. 

SQ23-
002277 

Aged Care 
Quality and 
Safety 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

Travel costs 
for financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Aged Care 
Quality and 
Safety 
Commissio
n 

16. Please provide an itemised list of the Secretary's/agency deputy 
head's travel for financial year 2023/24 to date, including costs of 
flights and accommoda�on.  
 
17. Please provide an itemised list of each Deputy Secretary's/agency 
head's travel for financial year 2023/24 to date, including costs of 
flights and accommoda�on.  
 
19. What was the total cost of staff travel for departmental/agency 
employees in financial year 2023/24 to date? Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002284 

Aged Care 
Quality and 
Safety 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

New 
en��es 
created, 

29. How many new en��es (including advisory boards and agencies) 
have been created within the por�olio since May 2022?   
 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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wound up, 
amalgamat
ed, ceased 
or 
disbanded 
since May 
2022 - 
Aged Care 
Quality and 
Safety 
Commissio
n 

Please list each en�ty, its purpose, and the date it was created.  
 
30. How many new en��es (including advisory boards and agencies) 
have been wound up, amalgamated, ceased or disbanded since May 
2022?  
 
Please list each en�ty, its purpose, and the date it was wound up, 
amalgamated, ceased, or disbanded. 

SQ23-
002285 

Aged Care 
Quality and 
Safety 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

Requests 
from 
por�olio 
Minister's 
offices 
seeking 
data or 
informa�on 
by 
electorate 
since 1 July 
2023 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Aged Care 
Quality and 
Safety 

31. Since 1 July 2023, has the department / agency ever received a 
request from a por�olio minister's office seeking data or informa�on 
separated out by electorate?   
 
a. Please provide a list of all requests, including any �meframe 
provided for a response, whether a response was provided, and the 
context of the request if provided.   
 
b. Please provide a copy of all responses to the request. Writen 3/11/2023 
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Commissio
n 

SQ23-
002286 

Aged Care 
Quality and 
Safety 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

Current ASL 
allocated to 
the 
departmen
t/agency as 
at 1 July 
2023 - 
Aged Care 
Quality and 
Safety 
Commissio
n 

32. Please provide the number of current ASL allocated to the 
department/agency as at 1 July 2023.  
  
Please provide:   
 
a. Total number of ASL;   
 
b. Total number of FTE by APS classifica�on;  
 
c. the number of ASL allocated to each outcome for which the 
department/agency is responsible; and  
 
d. the number of FTE, by classifica�on, allocated to each outcome for 
which the department/agency is responsible; and  
 
e. The number of FTE posi�ons that are not currently filled, broken 
down by classifica�on. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002287 

Aged Care 
Quality and 
Safety 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

Provision of 
market 
research to 
any 
Ministers 
Office in 
rela�on to 
a 
Commonw
ealth 

33. Has the department/agency provided any Minister's office with 
market research conducted in rela�on to a   
 
commonwealth Informa�on and Adver�sing Campaign?  
 
Please provide a list of the Ministers and the date on which they 
were provided the research. Writen 3/11/2023 



477 
 

Informa�on 
and 
Adver�sing 
Campaign - 
Aged Care 
Quality and 
Safety 
Commissio
n 

SQ23-
002288 

Aged Care 
Quality and 
Safety 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

Freedom of 
informa�on 
applica�on
s has the 
departmen
t/agency 
received 
since 1 July 
202 to 23 
October 
2023 - 
Aged Care 
Quality and 
Safety 
Commissio
n 

34. How many freedom of informa�on applica�ons has the 
department/agency received since 1 July 2023?  
 
Please provide a breakdown of the number including;  
 
a. the number of applica�ons withdrawn;  
 
b. the number of applica�ons refused under sec�on 34 of the 
Freedom of Informa�on Act 1982;  
 
c. the number of applica�ons refused under sec�on 24 of the 
Freedom of Informa�on Act 1982;  
 
d. the number of applica�ons refused under sec�on 24A of the 
Freedom of Informa�on Act 1982;  
 
e. the number of applica�ons subject to internal review;  
 
f. the number of applica�ons subject to review by the OAIC;  
 
g. the number of applica�ons subject to review by the AAT;  

Writen 3/11/2023 
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h. the number of applica�ons subject to review by the Federal Court; 
and  
 
i. the number of applica�ons where the original decision has been 
overturned. 

SQ23-
002289 

Aged Care 
Quality and 
Safety 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

Freedom of 
informa�on 
applica�on
s has the 
Ministers 
office 
received 
since 1 July 
2023 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Aged Care 
Quality and 
Safety 
Commissio
n 

35. How many freedom of informa�on applica�ons have been 
received by the Minister's office since 1 July 2023?  
 
Please provide a breakdown including;  
 
a. the number of applica�ons by Minister,  
 
i. the number of applica�ons that are yet to be decided;  
 
ii. the number of applica�ons refused; and  
 
iii. the number of applica�ons overdue, including the number of days 
overdue. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002290 

Aged Care 
Quality and 
Safety 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

Ten largest 
es�mate 
varia�ons 
in the most 
recent 
financial 
year - Aged 

36. For the por�olio, please provide a list of the ten largest es�mate 
varia�ons in the most recent financial year. Writen 3/11/2023 
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Care 
Quality and 
Safety 
Commissio
n 

SQ23-
002291 

Aged Care 
Quality and 
Safety 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

Ten largest 
movements 
of funds in 
the most 
recent 
financial 
year - Aged 
Care 
Quality and 
Safety 
Commissio
n 

37. For the por�olio, please provide a list of the ten largest 
movements of funds in the most recent financial year, including a 
profile of the forward es�mates for the impact of the movement. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002292 

Aged Care 
Quality and 
Safety 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

Flexible 
work 
arrangeme
nt - Aged 
Care 
Quality and 
Safety 
Commissio
n 

38. How many staff have a flexible work arrangement in place that 
enables them to work from home?   
 
a. Please provide a breakdown including;  
 
i. The propor�on of staff who work from home one day a week?   
 
ii. The propor�on of staff who work from home two days a week?   
 
iii. The propor�on of staff who work from home three days a week?   
 
iv. The propor�on of staff who work from home four days a week?   

Writen 3/11/2023 
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v. The propor�on of staff who work from home five days a week?   
 
b. What is the annual cost of ren�ng out office space for employees?  
 
c. Please provide a copy of the department/agency's work from 
home policy. 

SQ23-
002293 

Aged Care 
Quality and 
Safety 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

ChatGPT on 
internal 
networks - 
Aged Care 
Quality and 
Safety 
Commissio
n 

39. Does the department/agency allow for the use of ChatGPT on 
the internal network?   
 
If so, what risk management and governance mechanisms are in 
place to protect government data?   
 
a. Please provide the department/agency policy on use of ar�ficial 
intelligence. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002294 

Aged Care 
Quality and 
Safety 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

Solicited or 
encouraged 
dona�ons 
to the YES 
Campaign - 
Aged Care 
Quality and 
Safety 
Commissio
n 

40. It was reported in the The Age and Sydney Morning Herald by 
journalists Richard Baker, Nick McKenzie and Hannah Bowers that Mr 
Richard Prat said that he had donated $1 million to the Voice 
referendum's Yes campaign because he had fielded a request to do 
so from a senior adviser to Prime Minister Anthony Albanese.   
 
a. Have any personal staff in the Office of the Minister solicited or 
encouraged dona�ons to the YES Campaign prior to or during the 
course of the referendum campaign?  
 
b. Have any personal staff in the Office of the Minister solicited or 
encouraged dona�ons to the YES Campaign on the basis of policy 
decisions? Writen 3/11/2023 
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SQ23-
002283 

Aged Care 
Quality and 
Safety 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

List of 
membershi
ps for 
Commonw
ealth inter-
departmen
tal 
commitees 
- Aged Care 
Quality and 
Safety 
Commissio
n 

28. Please provide a list of the interdepartmental commitees that 
the department/agency par�cipates in or provides representa�on to.  
 
Please provide:  
 
a. the name of the interdepartmental commitee;  
 
b. a list of the membership;  
 
c. the date it was established; and  
 
d. its purpose. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002279 

Aged Care 
Quality and 
Safety 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

Total 
expenditur
e on 
promo�ona
l 
merchandis
e in 
financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Aged Care 
Quality and 
Safety 

22. What was the Department's/agency's total expenditure on 
promo�onal merchandise in financial year 2023/24 to date?   
 
Please provide an itemised list of the merchandise purchased with 
costs.   
 
Please provide examples and photographs of the merchandise 
purchased Writen 3/11/2023 
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Commissio
n 

SQ23-
002239 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Jane 
Hume 

Mee�ngs 
between 
Secretary/A
gency head 
with 
Ministers- 
Departmen
t of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

5. How many mee�ngs has the Secretary/agency head had with the 
Ministers in their por�olio since 1 July 2023?  
 
Please provide a list with the number of mee�ngs by Minister, and 
the date of the first mee�ng with each Minister. 
 
6. How many mee�ngs has the Secretary/agency head had with any 
Ministers not in their por�olio since 1 July 2023? 
 
Please provide a list with the number of mee�ngs by Minister, and 
the date of the first mee�ng with each Minister. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002245 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Jane 
Hume 

Expenditur
e on any 
func�ons 
or official 
recep�ons 
(etc) 
hosted by 
the 
Departmen
t/Agency or 
Ministers/A
ssistant 
Ministers in 
financial 
year 
2023/24 to 

13. In rela�on to expenditure on any func�ons or official recep�ons 
etc hosted by the Department or agencies in the por�olio in financial 
year 2023/24 to date, please provide the following: 
a. List of func�ons; 
b. List of atendees; 
c. Func�on venue; 
d. Itemised list of costs (GST inclusive); 
e. Details of any food served; 
f. Details of any wines or champagnes served including brand and 
vintage; and 
g. Details of any entertainment provided. 
 
14. In rela�on to any func�ons or official recep�ons hosted by 
Ministers or Assistant Ministers in the por�olio in financial year 
2023/24 to date, please provide the following: 
a. List of func�ons; 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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26 October 
2023 - 
Departmen
t of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

b. List of atendees; 
c. Func�on venue; 
d. Itemised list of costs (GST inclusive); 
e. Details of any food served; 
f. Details of any wines or champagnes served including brand and 
vintage; and 
g. Details of any entertainment provided. 

SQ23-
002653 

Office of the 
Inspector-
General of 
Aged Care 

Jane 
Hume 

Solicited or 
encouraged 
dona�ons 
to the YES 
Campaign - 
Office of 
the 
Inspector-
General of 
Aged Care 

40. It was reported in the The Age and Sydney Morning Herald by 
journalists Richard Baker, Nick McKenzie and Hannah Bowers that Mr 
Richard Prat said that he had donated $1 million to the Voice 
referendum's Yes campaign because he had fielded a request to do 
so from a senior adviser to Prime Minister Anthony Albanese.   
 
a. Have any personal staff in the Office of the Minister solicited or 
encouraged dona�ons to the YES Campaign prior to or during the 
course of the referendum campaign?  
 
b. Have any personal staff in the Office of the Minister solicited or 
encouraged dona�ons to the YES Campaign on the basis of policy 
decisions? Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002651 

Office of the 
Inspector-
General of 
Aged Care 

Jane 
Hume 

ChatGPT on 
internal 
networks - 
Office of 
the 
Inspector-
General of 
Aged Care 

39. Does the department/agency allow for the use of ChatGPT on 
the internal network?   
 
  
 
If so, what risk management and governance mechanisms are in 
place to protect government data?   
 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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a. Please provide the department/agency policy on use of ar�ficial 
intelligence. 

SQ23-
002650 

Office of the 
Inspector-
General of 
Aged Care 

Jane 
Hume 

Flexible 
work 
arrangeme
nt - Office 
of the 
Inspector-
General of 
Aged Care 

38. How many staff have a flexible work arrangement in place that 
enables them to work from home?   
 
a. Please provide a breakdown including;  
 
i. The propor�on of staff who work from home one day a week?   
 
ii. The propor�on of staff who work from home two days a week?   
 
iii. The propor�on of staff who work from home three days a week?   
 
iv. The propor�on of staff who work from home four days a week?   
 
v. The propor�on of staff who work from home five days a week?   
 
b. What is the annual cost of ren�ng out office space for employees?  
 
c. Please provide a copy of the department/agency's work from 
home policy. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002648 

Office of the 
Inspector-
General of 
Aged Care 

Jane 
Hume 

Ten largest 
movements 
of funds in 
the most 
recent 
financial 
year - 
Office of 

37. For the por�olio, please provide a list of the ten largest 
movements of funds in the most recent financial year, including a 
profile of the forward es�mates for the impact of the movement. Writen 3/11/2023 
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the 
Inspector-
General of 
Aged Care 

SQ23-
002646 

Office of the 
Inspector-
General of 
Aged Care 

Jane 
Hume 

Ten largest 
es�mate 
varia�ons 
in the most 
recent 
financial 
year - 
Office of 
the 
Inspector-
General of 
Aged Care 

36. For the por�olio, please provide a list of the ten largest es�mate 
varia�ons in the most recent financial year. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002645 

Office of the 
Inspector-
General of 
Aged Care 

Jane 
Hume 

Freedom of 
informa�on 
applica�on
s has the 
Ministers 
office 
received 
since 1 July 
2023 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Office of 
the 

35. How many freedom of informa�on applica�ons have been 
received by the Minister's office since 1 July 2023?  
 
Please provide a breakdown including;  
 
a. the number of applica�ons by Minister,  
 
i. the number of applica�ons that are yet to be decided;  
 
ii. the number of applica�ons refused; and  
 
iii. the number of applica�ons overdue, including the number of days 
overdue. Writen 3/11/2023 
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Inspector-
General of 
Aged Care 

SQ23-
002641 

Office of the 
Inspector-
General of 
Aged Care 

Jane 
Hume 

Freedom of 
informa�on 
applica�on
s has the 
departmen
t/agency 
received 
since 1 July 
202 to 23 
October 
2023 - 
Office of 
the 
Inspector-
General of 
Aged Care 

34. How many freedom of informa�on applica�ons has the 
department/agency received since 1 July 2023?  
 
Please provide a breakdown of the number including;  
 
a. the number of applica�ons withdrawn;  
 
b. the number of applica�ons refused under sec�on 34 of the 
Freedom of Informa�on Act 1982;  
 
c. the number of applica�ons refused under sec�on 24 of the 
Freedom of Informa�on Act 1982;  
 
d. the number of applica�ons refused under sec�on 24A of the 
Freedom of Informa�on Act 1982;  
 
e. the number of applica�ons subject to internal review;  
 
f. the number of applica�ons subject to review by the OAIC;  
 
g. the number of applica�ons subject to review by the AAT;  
 
h. the number of applica�ons subject to review by the Federal Court; 
and  
 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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i. the number of applica�ons where the original decision has been 
overturned. 

SQ23-
002639 

Office of the 
Inspector-
General of 
Aged Care 

Jane 
Hume 

Provision of 
market 
research to 
any 
Ministers 
Office in 
rela�on to 
a 
Commonw
ealth 
Informa�on 
and 
Adver�sing 
Campaign - 
Office of 
the 
Inspector-
General of 
Aged Care 

33. Has the department/agency provided any Minister's office with 
market research conducted in rela�on to a   
 
commonwealth Informa�on and Adver�sing Campaign?  
 
Please provide a list of the Ministers and the date on which they 
were provided the research. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002637 

Office of the 
Inspector-
General of 
Aged Care 

Jane 
Hume 

Current ASL 
allocated to 
the 
departmen
t/agency as 
at 1 July 
2023 - 
Office of 

32. Please provide the number of current ASL allocated to the 
department/agency as at 1 July 2023.  
 
  
 
Please provide:   
 
a. Total number of ASL;   

Writen 3/11/2023 
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the 
Inspector-
General of 
Aged Care 

 
b. Total number of FTE by APS classifica�on;  
 
c. the number of ASL allocated to each outcome for which the 
department/agency is responsible; and  
 
d. the number of FTE, by classifica�on, allocated to each outcome for 
which the department/agency is responsible; and  
 
e. The number of FTE posi�ons that are not currently filled, broken 
down by classifica�on. 

SQ23-
002636 

Office of the 
Inspector-
General of 
Aged Care 

Jane 
Hume 

Requests 
from 
por�olio 
Minister's 
offices 
seeking 
data or 
informa�on 
by 
electorate 
since 1 July 
2023to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Office of 
the 
Inspector-

31. Since 1 July 2023, has the department / agency ever received a 
request from a por�olio minister's office seeking data or informa�on 
separated out by electorate?   
 
a. Please provide a list of all requests, including any �meframe 
provided for a response, whether a response was provided, and the 
context of the request if provided.   
 
b. Please provide a copy of all responses to the request. Writen 3/11/2023 
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General of 
Aged Care 

SQ23-
002635 

Office of the 
Inspector-
General of 
Aged Care 

Jane 
Hume 

New 
en��es 
created, 
wound up, 
amalgamat
ed, ceased 
or 
disbanded 
since May 
2022 - 
Office of 
the 
Inspector-
General of 
Aged Care 

29. How many new en��es (including advisory boards and agencies) 
have been created within the por�olio since May 2022?   
 
Please list each en�ty, its purpose, and the date it was created.  
 
  
 
30. How many new en��es (including advisory boards and agencies) 
have been wound up, amalgamated, ceased or disbanded since May 
2022?  
 
Please list each en�ty, its purpose, and the date it was wound up, 
amalgamated, ceased, or disbanded. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002633 

Office of the 
Inspector-
General of 
Aged Care 

Jane 
Hume 

List of 
membershi
ps for 
Commonw
ealth inter-
departmen
tal 
commitees 
- Office of 
the 
Inspector-

28. Please provide a list of the interdepartmental commitees that 
the department/agency par�cipates in or provides representa�on to.  
 
  
 
Please provide:  
 
a. the name of the interdepartmental commitee;  
 
b. a list of the membership;  
 
c. the date it was established; and  

Writen 3/11/2023 
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General of 
Aged Care 

 
d. its purpose. 

SQ23-
002628 

Office of the 
Inspector-
General of 
Aged Care 

Jane 
Hume 

Current 
reviews 
and 
completed 
reviews 
since 1 July 
2022 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Office of 
the 
Inspector-
General of 
Aged Care 

26. Please provide a list of the number of reviews that the 
department/agency is currently conduc�ng.   
 
Please provide:  
 
a. the name of the review;  
 
b. the purpose of the review;  
 
c. the name or names of the reviewer(s);  
 
d. the remunera�on for each of the reviewer(s);  
 
e. the budgeted cost of the review;  
 
f. the amount spent to date; and  
 
g. the date the review is due to be completed.  
 
  
 
27. Please provide a list of the number of reviews that the 
department/agency has completed since 1 July 2022.   
 
Please provide:   
 
a. the name of the review;  
 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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b. the purpose of the review;  
 
c. the name or names of the reviewer(s);  
 
d. the remunera�on for each of the reviewer(s);  
 
e. the budgeted cost of the review;  
 
f. the amount spent;  
 
g. the date the review was due to be completed;  
 
h. the date the review was completed;  
 
i. the date the review was provided to the Department;  
 
j. the date the review was provided to the Minister; and  
 
k. the date the review was provided to the Minister's office. 

SQ23-
002626 

Office of the 
Inspector-
General of 
Aged Care 

Jane 
Hume 

Comcare 
and Fair 
Work 
Commissio
n referrals 
and claims 
in current 
financial 
year to 26 
October 
2023 - 

24. In rela�on to department/agency:  
 
a. In the current financial year to date, how many maters have been 
referred to Comcare?  
 
b. Of those claims referred to Comcare, redac�ng confiden�al 
informa�on, advise in which division the claimant works or worked 
and the circumstances surrounding the claim.  
 
c. What has the Department/agency learned from past Comcare 
claims?  

Writen 3/11/2023 
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Office of 
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Inspector-
General of 
Aged Care 

 
d. Of those employees who submited a Comcare claim, how many 
returned to work a�er a period of absence?  
 
  
 
25. In rela�on to the department/agency:  
 
a. In the current financial year to date, how many maters have been 
referred to the Fair Work Commission?  
 
b. Of those maters referred to either, please provide a 
comprehensive account of the circumstances, redac�ng confiden�al 
informa�on, including in which division the employee is or was 
employed, the nature of the complaint and the nature of the 
determina�on of the Fair Work Commission, Fair Work Ombudsman 
and/or conciliator. 

SQ23-
002625 

Office of the 
Inspector-
General of 
Aged Care 

Jane 
Hume 

Use of 
departmen
tal/agency 
credit cards 
in financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Office of 
the 
Inspector-

In rela�on to departmental use of credit cards:  
 
a. How many credit cards are currently on issue for department or 
agency staff?  
 
b. What was the value of the largest reported purchase on a credit 
card in financial year 2023/24 to date and what was it for?  
 
c. How much interest was paid on amounts outstanding from credit 
cards in financial year 2023/24 to date?  
 
d. How much was paid in late fees on amounts outstanding from 
credit cards in financial year 2023/24 to date?  

Writen 3/11/2023 
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General of 
Aged Care 

 
e. What was the largest amount outstanding on a single card at the 
end of a payment period in financial year 2023/24 to date?  
 
f. How many credit cards were reported as lost or stolen in financial 
year 2023/24 to date and what was the cost of their replacement?    
 
g. How many credit card purchases were deemed to be illegi�mate 
or contrary to department or agency policy in financial year 2023/24 
to date? What was the total value of those purchases? How many 
purchases were asked to be repaid on that basis in financial year 
2023/24 to date and what was the total value thereof? Were all 
those amounts actually repaid? If no, how many were not repaid, 
and what was the total value thereof?  
 
h. What was the largest purchase that was deemed illegi�mate or 
contrary to department or agency policy and asked to be repaid in 
financial year 2023/243 to date? What that amount actually repaid, 
in full? If no, what amount was le� unpaid?  
 
i. Are any credit cards currently on issue connected to rewards 
schemes? Do staff receive any personal benefit as a result of those 
reward schemes?  
 
j. Please provide a copy of the department or agency's staff credit 
card policy.  
 
k. Please denote any changes to this policy that have been made 
since February 2023 
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SQ23-
002623 

Office of the 
Inspector-
General of 
Aged Care 

Jane 
Hume 

Total 
expenditur
e on 
promo�ona
l 
merchandis
e in 
financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
date - 
Office of 
the 
Inspector-
General of 
Aged Care 

22. What was the Department's/agency's total expenditure on 
promo�onal merchandise in financial year 2023/24 to date?   
 
  
 
Please provide an itemised list of the merchandise purchased with 
costs.   
 
  
 
Please provide examples and photographs of the merchandise 
purchased Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002622 

Office of the 
Inspector-
General of 
Aged Care 

Jane 
Hume 

Total 
expenditur
e on media 
monitoring, 
adver�sing 
and 
campaigns 
financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Office of 
the 

20. What was the Department's/agency's total expenditure on media 
monitoring services in financial year 2023/24 to date?  
 
  
 
21. What was the Department's/agency's total expenditure on 
adver�sing and informa�on campaigns in financial year 2023/24 to 
date?   
 
  
 
Please provide an itemised list of the campaigns, their purpose, and 
their expected costs. Writen 3/11/2023 



495 
 

Inspector-
General of 
Aged Care 

SQ23-
002620 

Office of the 
Inspector-
General of 
Aged Care 

Jane 
Hume 

Travel costs 
for financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Office of 
the 
Inspector-
General of 
Aged Care 

16. Please provide an itemised list of the Secretary's/agency deputy 
head's travel for financial year 2023/24 to date, including costs of 
flights and accommoda�on.  
 
  
 
17. Please provide an itemised list of each Deputy Secretary's/agency 
head's travel for financial year 2023/24 to date, including costs of 
flights and accommoda�on.  
 
  
 
19. What was the total cost of staff travel for departmental/agency 
employees in financial year 2023/24 to date? Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002619 

Office of the 
Inspector-
General of 
Aged Care 

Jane 
Hume 

Furniture, 
fixtures or 
fi�ngs 
upgraded 
in financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Office of 
the 
Inspector-

15. Were the furniture, fixtures or fi�ngs of the Secretary's/agency 
head's office, or the offices of any Deputy Secretaries/execu�ve 
leadership team members, upgraded in financial year 2023/24 to 
date?   
 
  
 
Please provide an itemised list of costs (GST inclusive). Please 
provide photographs of the works conducted.  
 
  
 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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18. Were the facili�es of any of the Departments/agency premises 
upgraded in financial year 2023/24 to date, for example, staff room 
refurbishments, kitchen refurbishments, bathroom refurbishments, 
the purchase of any new fridges, coffee machines, or other kitchen 
equipment?   
 
  
 
Please provide a detailed descrip�on of the relevant facili�es 
upgraded together with an itemised list of costs (GST inclusive).   
 
  
 
Please provide photographs of the upgraded facili�es. 

SQ23-
002617 

Office of the 
Inspector-
General of 
Aged Care 

Jane 
Hume 

Expenditur
e on any 
func�ons 
or official 
recep�ons 
(etc) 
hosted by 
the 
Departmen
t/Agency or 
Ministers/A
ssistant 
Ministers in 
financial 
year 
2023/24 to 

13. In rela�on to expenditure on any func�ons or official recep�ons 
etc hosted by the Department or agencies in the por�olio in financial 
year 2023/24 to date, please provide the following:  
 
a. List of func�ons;  
 
b. List of atendees;  
 
c. Func�on venue;  
 
d. Itemised list of costs (GST inclusive);  
 
e. Details of any food served;  
 
f. Details of any wines or champagnes served including brand and 
vintage; and  

Writen 3/11/2023 
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26 October 
2023 - 
Office of 
the 
Inspector-
General of 
Aged Care 

 
g. Details of any entertainment provided.  
 
  
 
14. In rela�on to any func�ons or official recep�ons hosted by 
Ministers or Assistant Ministers in the por�olio in financial year 
2023/24 to date, please provide the following:  
 
a. List of func�ons;  
 
b. List of atendees;  
 
c. Func�on venue;  
 
d. Itemised list of costs (GST inclusive);  
 
e. Details of any food served;  
 
f. Details of any wines or champagnes served including brand and 
vintage; and  
 
g. Details of any entertainment provided. 

SQ23-
002605 

Office of the 
Inspector-
General of 
Aged Care 

Jane 
Hume 

2022-23 
October 
Budget, 
Savings 
from 
External 
Labour, and 

12. In rela�on to the measure in the 2022-23 October Budget, 
Savings from External Labour, and Savings from Adver�sing, Travel 
and Legal Expenses.   
 
a. What was the value of savings that the Department/agency was 
requested to deliver for the 2022-23 year in aggregate?   
 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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Savings 
from 
Adver�sing
, Travel and 
Legal 
Expenses - 
Office of 
the 
Inspector-
General of 
Aged Care 

  
 
b. Has the Department/agency iden�fied the savings they will make 
across the following areas to achieve this cut:   
 
i. External labour hire   
 
ii. Consultancy  
 
iii. Adver�sing campaigns   
 
iv. Travel   
 
v. Legal expenses   
 
  
 
c. Can the Department/agency provide a breakdown of the funding 
reduc�ons they have made in totality, and in each of the above 
areas, and what they relate to?   
 
  
 
d. Has the Department/agency been informed of the cut that will be 
made to their funding in the next financial year, or the rest of the 
forward es�mates?   
 
  
 
e. Can the Department/agency confirm the total new number of 
contracts (ongoing and termina�ng) and total cost of these contracts 
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issued on AusTender since 30 June 2022 which relate to the 
following areas:   
 
i. External labour hire   
 
ii. Consultancy  
 
iii. Adver�sing campaigns   
 
iv. Travel   
 
v. Legal expenses   
 
   
 
f. Please provide a breakdown of the value of contracts across each 
area and iden�fy the categories on AusTender which are used to 
determine the Departments iden�fica�on of the contracts.   
 
i. Is the Department/agency on track to meet the saving target?   
 
ii. Has the Department/agency sought an exemp�on or alterna�on 
from/to the savings target?   
 
iii. If so, why and was it approved? 

SQ23-
002604 

Office of the 
Inspector-
General of 
Aged Care 

Jane 
Hume 

List of 
membershi
ps for 
Commonw
ealth 

11. Please provide a list of all the Commonwealth taskforces of 
which the Department/agency has membership.   
 
  

Writen 3/11/2023 
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taskforces - 
Office of 
the 
Inspector-
General of 
Aged Care 

 
Please specify where there are changes to the list since May 2023. 

SQ23-
002602 

Office of the 
Inspector-
General of 
Aged Care 

Jane 
Hume 

List of 
membershi
ps for 
Commonw
ealth inter-
departmen
tal 
commitees 
- Office of 
the 
Inspector-
General of 
Aged Care 

10. Please provide a list of all the Commonwealth inter-departmental 
commitees of which the Department/agency has membership.   
 
  
 
Please specify where there are changes to the list since May 2023. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002601 

Office of the 
Inspector-
General of 
Aged Care 

Jane 
Hume 

Paper 
usage from 
Australian 
producers 
and 
overseas - 
Office of 
the 
Inspector-

9. Please provide the amount of paper the Department/agency 
sources from Australian producers and from overseas producers.   
 
  
 
Please provide the amount in dollar value on a financial year basis 
for the last five financial years. Writen 3/11/2023 
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SQ23-
002600 

Office of the 
Inspector-
General of 
Aged Care 

Jane 
Hume 

New policy 
proposals 
provided to 
por�olio 
Minister 
offices 
since 1 July 
2023 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Office of 
the 
Inspector-
General of 
Aged Care 

8. How many New Policy Proposals has the Department/agency 
provided to each Minister in its por�olio since 1 July 2023?   
 
  
 
Please provide a list with the number of New Policy Proposals by 
Minister, and the date of the first provided New Policy Proposal. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002599 

Office of the 
Inspector-
General of 
Aged Care 

Jane 
Hume 

Mee�ngs 
between 
Secretary/A
gency head 
with 
Ministers - 
Office of 
the 
Inspector-
General of 
Aged Care 

5. How many mee�ngs has the Secretary/agency head had with the 
Ministers in their por�olio since 1 July 2023?    
 
   
 
Please provide a list with the number of mee�ngs by Minister, and 
the date of the first mee�ng with each Minister.   
 
   
 
6. How many mee�ngs has the Secretary/agency head had with any 
Ministers not in their por�olio since 1 July 2023?   

Writen 3/11/2023 
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Please provide a list with the number of mee�ngs by Minister, and 
the date of the first mee�ng with each Minister. 

SQ23-
002598 

Office of the 
Inspector-
General of 
Aged Care 

Jane 
Hume 

Departmen
tal staff and 
Departmen
tal Liaison 
Officer's 
allocated to 
por�olio 
Ministers' 
offices - 
Office of 
the 
Inspector-
General of 
Aged Care 

3. How many Departmental Liaison Officers have been allocated to 
each Minister in the por�olio?   
 
  
 
Please provide a list that outlines the level of the member of the 
department, the Minister they have been allocated to, and the �me 
they have been allocated to the Minister.  
 
  
 
Please denote any change in this alloca�on since May 2023.    
 
  
 
4. How many staff have been provided to Ministers offices not in a 
capacity as a Departmental Liaison Officer?  
 
  
 
Please provide a list that outlines the level of the member of the 
department, the Minister they have been allocated to, and the �me 
they have been allocated to the Minister.  
 
  

Writen 3/11/2023 
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Please denote any change in this alloca�on since May 2023. 

SQ23-
002595 

Office of the 
Inspector-
General of 
Aged Care 

Jane 
Hume 

Hospitality 
provided to 
por�olio 
Ministers' 
offices 
since 1 July 
2023 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Office of 
the 
Inspector-
General of 
Aged Care 

2. Since 1 July 2023, has the Department provided any hospitality in 
Ministers' offices?  
 
  
 
Please specify the date, itemised cost, purpose, and atendees for 
the hospitality.  
 
  
 
Since 1 July 2023, have there been any amendments to the 
Department's policy on providing hospitality in the Ministers offices?   
 
  
 
If so, please provide a copy of the policy and a reference for the 
amendment Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002594 

Office of the 
Inspector-
General of 
Aged Care 

Jane 
Hume 

Provision 
and 
turnaround 
of 
Ministerial 
Briefs since 
1 July 2023 
to 26 
October 
2023 - 

Since 1 July 2023, has the Department/Agency been provided with 
advice or a direc�on on a minimum turnaround �me for 
considera�on of briefs by the Minister??  
 
  
 
If so, when was this advice provided to the Department?  
 
Please provide the minimum turnaround requirement.   
  

Writen 3/11/2023 
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If there has been a change in a previously set minimum turnaround 
requirement, please provide:  
 
the previous turnaround requirement; and the date the change was 
requested.?  
 
  
 
7. How many briefs has the Department/agency provided to each 
Minister in its por�olio? Please provide a list with the number of 
briefs for each Minister, and the date of the first provided brief.   
 
  
How many briefs have been returned to the Department for redra�? 
Please provide a list with the number of briefs for each Minister, and 
the dates of the return of briefs to the Department.? 

SQ23-
002589 

National 
Blood 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

Solicited or 
encouraged 
dona�ons 
to the YES 
Campaign - 
Na�onal 
Blood 
Authority 

40. It was reported in the The Age and Sydney Morning Herald by 
journalists Richard Baker, Nick McKenzie and Hannah Bowers that Mr 
Richard Prat said that he had donated $1 million to the Voice 
referendum's Yes campaign because he had fielded a request to do 
so from a senior adviser to Prime Minister Anthony Albanese.   
 
a. Have any personal staff in the Office of the Minister solicited or 
encouraged dona�ons to the YES Campaign prior to or during the 
course of the referendum campaign?  
 
b. Have any personal staff in the Office of the Minister solicited or 
encouraged dona�ons to the YES Campaign on the basis of policy 
decisions? Writen 3/11/2023 
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SQ23-
002588 

National 
Blood 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

ChatGPT on 
internal 
networks - 
Na�onal 
Blood 
Authority 

39. Does the department/agency allow for the use of ChatGPT on 
the internal network?   
 
  
 
If so, what risk management and governance mechanisms are in 
place to protect government data?   
 
a. Please provide the department/agency policy on use of ar�ficial 
intelligence. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002586 

National 
Blood 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

Flexible 
work 
arrangeme
nt - 
Na�onal 
Blood 
Authority 

38. How many staff have a flexible work arrangement in place that 
enables them to work from home?   
 
a. Please provide a breakdown including;  
 
i. The propor�on of staff who work from home one day a week?   
 
ii. The propor�on of staff who work from home two days a week?   
 
iii. The propor�on of staff who work from home three days a week?   
 
iv. The propor�on of staff who work from home four days a week?   
 
v. The propor�on of staff who work from home five days a week?   
 
b. What is the annual cost of ren�ng out office space for employees?  
 
c. Please provide a copy of the department/agency's work from 
home policy. Writen 3/11/2023 
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SQ23-
002585 

National 
Blood 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

Ten largest 
movements 
of funds in 
the most 
recent 
financial 
year - 
Na�onal 
Blood 
Authority 

37. For the por�olio, please provide a list of the ten largest 
movements of funds in the most recent financial year, including a 
profile of the forward es�mates for the impact of the movement. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002584 

National 
Blood 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

Ten largest 
es�mate 
varia�ons 
in the most 
recent 
financial 
year - 
Na�onal 
Blood 
Authority 

36. For the por�olio, please provide a list of the ten largest es�mate 
varia�ons in the most recent financial year. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002583 

National 
Blood 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

Freedom of 
informa�on 
applica�on
s has the 
Ministers 
office 
received 
since 1 July 
2023 to 26 

35. How many freedom of informa�on applica�ons have been 
received by the Minister's office since 1 July 2023?  
 
Please provide a breakdown including;  
 
a. the number of applica�ons by Minister,  
 
i. the number of applica�ons that are yet to be decided;  
 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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October 
2023 - 
Na�onal 
Blood 
Authority 

ii. the number of applica�ons refused; and  
 
iii. the number of applica�ons overdue, including the number of days 
overdue. 

SQ23-
002582 

National 
Blood 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

Freedom of 
informa�on 
applica�on
s has the 
departmen
t/agency 
received 
since 1 July 
202 to 23 
October 
2023 - 
Na�onal 
Blood 
Authority 

34. How many freedom of informa�on applica�ons has the 
department/agency received since 1 July 2023?  
 
Please provide a breakdown of the number including;  
 
a. the number of applica�ons withdrawn;  
 
b. the number of applica�ons refused under sec�on 34 of the 
Freedom of Informa�on Act 1982;  
 
c. the number of applica�ons refused under sec�on 24 of the 
Freedom of Informa�on Act 1982;  
 
d. the number of applica�ons refused under sec�on 24A of the 
Freedom of Informa�on Act 1982;  
 
e. the number of applica�ons subject to internal review;  
 
f. the number of applica�ons subject to review by the OAIC;  
 
g. the number of applica�ons subject to review by the AAT;  
 
h. the number of applica�ons subject to review by the Federal Court; 
and  
 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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i. the number of applica�ons where the original decision has been 
overturned. 

SQ23-
002581 

National 
Blood 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

Provision of 
market 
research to 
any 
Ministers 
Office in 
rela�on to 
a 
Commonw
ealth 
Informa�on 
and 
Adver�sing 
Campaign - 
Na�onal 
Blood 
Authority 

33. Has the department/agency provided any Minister's office with 
market research conducted in rela�on to a   
 
commonwealth Informa�on and Adver�sing Campaign?  
 
Please provide a list of the Ministers and the date on which they 
were provided the research. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002579 

National 
Blood 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

Current ASL 
allocated to 
the 
departmen
t/agency as 
at 1 July 
2023 - 
Na�onal 
Blood 
Authority 

32. Please provide the number of current ASL allocated to the 
department/agency as at 1 July 2023.  
 
  
 
Please provide:   
 
a. Total number of ASL;   
 
b. Total number of FTE by APS classifica�on;  

Writen 3/11/2023 



509 
 

 
c. the number of ASL allocated to each outcome for which the 
department/agency is responsible; and  
 
d. the number of FTE, by classifica�on, allocated to each outcome for 
which the department/agency is responsible; and  
 
e. The number of FTE posi�ons that are not currently filled, broken 
down by classifica�on. 

SQ23-
002578 

National 
Blood 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

Requests 
from 
por�olio 
Minister's 
offices 
seeking 
data or 
informa�on 
by 
electorate 
since 1 July 
2023to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Na�onal 
Blood 
Authority 

31. Since 1 July 2023, has the department / agency ever received a 
request from a por�olio minister's office seeking data or informa�on 
separated out by electorate?   
 
a. Please provide a list of all requests, including any �meframe 
provided for a response, whether a response was provided, and the 
context of the request if provided.   
 
b. Please provide a copy of all responses to the request. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002576 

National 
Blood 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

New 
en��es 
created, 

29. How many new en��es (including advisory boards and agencies) 
have been created within the por�olio since May 2022?   
 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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wound up, 
amalgamat
ed, ceased 
or 
disbanded 
since May 
2022 - 
Na�onal 
Blood 
Authority 

Please list each en�ty, its purpose, and the date it was created.  
 
  
 
30. How many new en��es (including advisory boards and agencies) 
have been wound up, amalgamated, ceased or disbanded since May 
2022?  
 
Please list each en�ty, its purpose, and the date it was wound up, 
amalgamated, ceased, or disbanded. 

SQ23-
002575 

National 
Blood 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

List of 
membershi
ps for 
Commonw
ealth inter-
departmen
tal 
commitees 
- Na�onal 
Blood 
Authority 

28. Please provide a list of the interdepartmental commitees that 
the department/agency par�cipates in or provides representa�on to.  
 
  
 
Please provide:  
 
a. the name of the interdepartmental commitee;  
 
b. a list of the membership;  
 
c. the date it was established; and  
 
d. its purpose. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002573 

National 
Blood 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

Current 
reviews 
and 
completed 
reviews 

26. Please provide a list of the number of reviews that the 
department/agency is currently conduc�ng.   
 
Please provide:  
 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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since 1 July 
2022 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Na�onal 
Blood 
Authority 

a. the name of the review;  
 
b. the purpose of the review;  
 
c. the name or names of the reviewer(s);  
 
d. the remunera�on for each of the reviewer(s);  
 
e. the budgeted cost of the review;  
 
f. the amount spent to date; and  
 
g. the date the review is due to be completed.  
 
  
 
27. Please provide a list of the number of reviews that the 
department/agency has completed since 1 July 2022.   
 
Please provide:   
 
a. the name of the review;  
 
b. the purpose of the review;  
 
c. the name or names of the reviewer(s);  
 
d. the remunera�on for each of the reviewer(s);  
 
e. the budgeted cost of the review;  
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f. the amount spent;  
 
g. the date the review was due to be completed;  
 
h. the date the review was completed;  
 
i. the date the review was provided to the Department;  
 
j. the date the review was provided to the Minister; and  
 
k. the date the review was provided to the Minister's office. 

SQ23-
002572 

National 
Blood 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

Comcare 
and Fair 
Work 
Commissio
n referrals 
and claims 
in current 
financial 
year to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Na�onal 
Blood 
Authority 

24. In rela�on to department/agency:  
 
a. In the current financial year to date, how many maters have been 
referred to Comcare?  
 
b. Of those claims referred to Comcare, redac�ng confiden�al 
informa�on, advise in which division the claimant works or worked 
and the circumstances surrounding the claim.  
 
c. What has the Department/agency learned from past Comcare 
claims?  
 
d. Of those employees who submited a Comcare claim, how many 
returned to work a�er a period of absence?  
 
  
 
25. In rela�on to the department/agency:  
 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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a. In the current financial year to date, how many maters have been 
referred to the Fair Work Commission?  
 
b. Of those maters referred to either, please provide a 
comprehensive account of the circumstances, redac�ng confiden�al 
informa�on, including in which division the employee is or was 
employed, the nature of the complaint and the nature of the 
determina�on of the Fair Work Commission, Fair Work Ombudsman 
and/or conciliator. 

SQ23-
002570 

National 
Blood 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

Use of 
departmen
tal/agency 
credit cards 
in financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Na�onal 
Blood 
Authority 

In rela�on to departmental use of credit cards:  
 
a. How many credit cards are currently on issue for department or 
agency staff?  
 
b. What was the value of the largest reported purchase on a credit 
card in financial year 2023/24 to date and what was it for?  
 
c. How much interest was paid on amounts outstanding from credit 
cards in financial year 2023/24 to date?  
 
d. How much was paid in late fees on amounts outstanding from 
credit cards in financial year 2023/24 to date?  
 
e. What was the largest amount outstanding on a single card at the 
end of a payment period in financial year 2023/24 to date?  
 
f. How many credit cards were reported as lost or stolen in financial 
year 2023/24 to date and what was the cost of their replacement?    
 
g. How many credit card purchases were deemed to be illegi�mate 
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or contrary to department or agency policy in financial year 2023/24 
to date? What was the total value of those purchases? How many 
purchases were asked to be repaid on that basis in financial year 
2023/24 to date and what was the total value thereof? Were all 
those amounts actually repaid? If no, how many were not repaid, 
and what was the total value thereof?  
 
h. What was the largest purchase that was deemed illegi�mate or 
contrary to department or agency policy and asked to be repaid in 
financial year 2023/243 to date? What that amount actually repaid, 
in full? If no, what amount was le� unpaid?  
 
i. Are any credit cards currently on issue connected to rewards 
schemes? Do staff receive any personal benefit as a result of those 
reward schemes?  
 
j. Please provide a copy of the department or agency's staff credit 
card policy.  
 
k. Please denote any changes to this policy that have been made 
since February 2023 

SQ23-
002569 

National 
Blood 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

Total 
expenditur
e on 
promo�ona
l 
merchandis
e in 
financial 
year 

22. What was the Department's/agency's total expenditure on 
promo�onal merchandise in financial year 2023/24 to date?   
 
  
 
Please provide an itemised list of the merchandise purchased with 
costs.   
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2023/24 to 
date - 
Na�onal 
Blood 
Authority 

 
Please provide examples and photographs of the merchandise 
purchased 

SQ23-
002567 

National 
Blood 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

Total 
expenditur
e on media 
monitoring, 
adver�sing 
and 
campaigns 
financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Na�onal 
Blood 
Authority 

20. What was the Department's/agency's total expenditure on media 
monitoring services in financial year 2023/24 to date?  
 
  
 
21. What was the Department's/agency's total expenditure on 
adver�sing and informa�on campaigns in financial year 2023/24 to 
date?   
 
  
 
Please provide an itemised list of the campaigns, their purpose, and 
their expected costs. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002566 

National 
Blood 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

Travel costs 
for financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Na�onal 
Blood 
Authority 

16. Please provide an itemised list of the Secretary's/agency deputy 
head's travel for financial year 2023/24 to date, including costs of 
flights and accommoda�on.  
 
  
 
17. Please provide an itemised list of each Deputy Secretary's/agency 
head's travel for financial year 2023/24 to date, including costs of 
flights and accommoda�on.  
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19. What was the total cost of staff travel for departmental/agency 
employees in financial year 2023/24 to date? 

SQ23-
002564 

National 
Blood 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

Furniture, 
fixtures or 
fi�ngs 
upgraded 
in financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Na�onal 
Blood 
Authority 

15. Were the furniture, fixtures or fi�ngs of the Secretary's/agency 
head's office, or the offices of any Deputy Secretaries/execu�ve 
leadership team members, upgraded in financial year 2023/24 to 
date?   
 
  
 
Please provide an itemised list of costs (GST inclusive). Please 
provide photographs of the works conducted.  
 
  
 
18. Were the facili�es of any of the Departments/agency premises 
upgraded in financial year 2023/24 to date, for example, staff room 
refurbishments, kitchen refurbishments, bathroom refurbishments, 
the purchase of any new fridges, coffee machines, or other kitchen 
equipment?   
 
  
 
Please provide a detailed descrip�on of the relevant facili�es 
upgraded together with an itemised list of costs (GST inclusive).   
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Please provide photographs of the upgraded facili�es. 

SQ23-
002563 

National 
Blood 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

Expenditur
e on any 
func�ons 
or official 
recep�ons 
(etc) 
hosted by 
the 
Departmen
t/Agency or 
Ministers/A
ssistant 
Ministers in 
financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Na�onal 
Blood 
Authority 

13. In rela�on to expenditure on any func�ons or official recep�ons 
etc hosted by the Department or agencies in the por�olio in financial 
year 2023/24 to date, please provide the following:  
 
a. List of func�ons;  
 
b. List of atendees;  
 
c. Func�on venue;  
 
d. Itemised list of costs (GST inclusive);  
 
e. Details of any food served;  
 
f. Details of any wines or champagnes served including brand and 
vintage; and  
 
g. Details of any entertainment provided.  
 
  
 
14. In rela�on to any func�ons or official recep�ons hosted by 
Ministers or Assistant Ministers in the por�olio in financial year 
2023/24 to date, please provide the following:  
 
a. List of func�ons;  
 
b. List of atendees;  
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c. Func�on venue;  
 
d. Itemised list of costs (GST inclusive);  
 
e. Details of any food served;  
 
f. Details of any wines or champagnes served including brand and 
vintage; and  
 
g. Details of any entertainment provided. 

SQ23-
002561 

National 
Blood 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

2022-23 
October 
Budget, 
Savings 
from 
External 
Labour, and 
Savings 
from 
Adver�sing
, Travel and 
Legal 
Expenses - 
Na�onal 
Blood 
Authority 

12. In rela�on to the measure in the 2022-23 October Budget, 
Savings from External Labour, and Savings from Adver�sing, Travel 
and Legal Expenses.   
 
a. What was the value of savings that the Department/agency was 
requested to deliver for the 2022-23 year in aggregate?   
 
  
 
b. Has the Department/agency iden�fied the savings they will make 
across the following areas to achieve this cut:   
 
i. External labour hire   
 
ii. Consultancy  
 
iii. Adver�sing campaigns   
 
iv. Travel   
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v. Legal expenses   
 
  
 
c. Can the Department/agency provide a breakdown of the funding 
reduc�ons they have made in totality, and in each of the above 
areas, and what they relate to?   
 
  
 
d. Has the Department/agency been informed of the cut that will be 
made to their funding in the next financial year, or the rest of the 
forward es�mates?   
 
  
 
e. Can the Department/agency confirm the total new number of 
contracts (ongoing and termina�ng) and total cost of these contracts 
issued on AusTender since 30 June 2022 which relate to the 
following areas:   
 
i. External labour hire   
 
ii. Consultancy  
 
iii. Adver�sing campaigns   
 
iv. Travel   
 
v. Legal expenses   
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f. Please provide a breakdown of the value of contracts across each 
area and iden�fy the categories on AusTender which are used to 
determine the Departments iden�fica�on of the contracts.   
 
i. Is the Department/agency on track to meet the saving target?   
 
ii. Has the Department/agency sought an exemp�on or alterna�on 
from/to the savings target?   
 
iii. If so, why and was it approved? 

SQ23-
002560 

National 
Blood 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

List of 
membershi
ps for 
Commonw
ealth 
taskforces - 
Na�onal 
Blood 
Authority 

11. Please provide a list of all the Commonwealth taskforces of 
which the Department/agency has membership.   
 
  
 
Please specify where there are changes to the list since May 2023. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002558 

National 
Blood 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

List of 
membershi
ps for 
Commonw
ealth inter-
departmen
tal 

10. Please provide a list of all the Commonwealth inter-departmental 
commitees of which the Department/agency has membership.   
 
  
 
Please specify where there are changes to the list since May 2023. Writen 3/11/2023 
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commitees 
- Na�onal 
Blood 
Authority 

SQ23-
002557 

National 
Blood 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

Paper 
usage from 
Australian 
producers 
and 
overseas - 
Na�onal 
Blood 
Authority 

9. Please provide the amount of paper the Department/agency 
sources from Australian producers and from overseas producers.   
 
  
 
Please provide the amount in dollar value on a financial year basis 
for the last five financial years. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002556 

National 
Blood 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

New policy 
proposals 
provided to 
por�olio 
Minister 
offices 
since 1 July 
2023 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Na�onal 
Blood 
Authority 

8. How many New Policy Proposals has the Department/agency 
provided to each Minister in its por�olio since 1 July 2023?   
 
  
 
Please provide a list with the number of New Policy Proposals by 
Minister, and the date of the first provided New Policy Proposal. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002546 

National 
Blood 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

Mee�ngs 
between 
Secretary/A

5. How many mee�ngs has the Secretary/agency head had with the 
Ministers in their por�olio since 1 July 2023?    
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gency head 
with 
Ministers - 
Na�onal 
Blood 
Authority 

   
 
Please provide a list with the number of mee�ngs by Minister, and 
the date of the first mee�ng with each Minister.   
 
   
 
6. How many mee�ngs has the Secretary/agency head had with any 
Ministers not in their por�olio since 1 July 2023?   
 
   
 
Please provide a list with the number of mee�ngs by Minister, and 
the date of the first mee�ng with each Minister. 

SQ23-
002545 

National 
Blood 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

Departmen
tal staff and 
Departmen
tal Liaison 
Officer's 
allocated to 
por�olio 
Ministers' 
offices - 
Na�onal 
Blood 
Authority 

3. How many Departmental Liaison Officers have been allocated to 
each Minister in the por�olio?   
 
  
 
Please provide a list that outlines the level of the member of the 
department, the Minister they have been allocated to, and the �me 
they have been allocated to the Minister.  
 
  
 
Please denote any change in this alloca�on since May 2023.    
 
  
 
4. How many staff have been provided to Ministers offices not in a 
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capacity as a Departmental Liaison Officer?  
 
  
 
Please provide a list that outlines the level of the member of the 
department, the Minister they have been allocated to, and the �me 
they have been allocated to the Minister.  
 
  
 
Please denote any change in this alloca�on since May 2023. 

SQ23-
002544 

National 
Blood 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

Hospitality 
provided to 
por�olio 
Ministers' 
offices 
since 1 July 
2023 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Na�onal 
Blood 
Authority 

2. Since 1 July 2023, has the Department provided any hospitality in 
Ministers' offices?  
 
  
 
Please specify the date, itemised cost, purpose, and atendees for 
the hospitality.  
 
  
 
Since 1 July 2023, have there been any amendments to the 
Department's policy on providing hospitality in the Ministers offices?   
 
  
 
If so, please provide a copy of the policy and a reference for the 
amendment Writen 3/11/2023 
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SQ23-
002542 

National 
Blood 
Authority 

Jane 
Hume 

Provision 
and 
turnaround 
of 
Ministerial 
Briefs since 
1 July 2023 
to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Na�onal 
Blood 
Authority 

Since 1 July 2023, has the Department/Agency been provided with 
advice or a direc�on on a minimum turnaround �me for 
considera�on of briefs by the Minister??  
 
  
 
If so, when was this advice provided to the Department?  
 
Please provide the minimum turnaround requirement.   
  
If there has been a change in a previously set minimum turnaround 
requirement, please provide:  
 
the previous turnaround requirement; and the date the change was 
requested.?  
 
  
 
7. How many briefs has the Department/agency provided to each 
Minister in its por�olio? Please provide a list with the number of 
briefs for each Minister, and the date of the first provided brief.   
 
  
How many briefs have been returned to the Department for redra�? 
Please provide a list with the number of briefs for each Minister, and 
the dates of the return of briefs to the Department.? Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002532 

Australian 
Sports 
Foundation 

Jane 
Hume 

Solicited or 
encouraged 
dona�ons 
to the YES 

40. It was reported in the The Age and Sydney Morning Herald by 
journalists Richard Baker, Nick McKenzie and Hannah Bowers that Mr 
Richard Prat said that he had donated $1 million to the Voice 
referendum's Yes campaign because he had fielded a request to do 
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Campaign - 
Australian 
Sports 
Founda�on 

so from a senior adviser to Prime Minister Anthony Albanese.   
 
a. Have any personal staff in the Office of the Minister solicited or 
encouraged dona�ons to the YES Campaign prior to or during the 
course of the referendum campaign?  
 
b. Have any personal staff in the Office of the Minister solicited or 
encouraged dona�ons to the YES Campaign on the basis of policy 
decisions? 

SQ23-
002531 

Australian 
Sports 
Foundation 

Jane 
Hume 

ChatGPT on 
internal 
networks - 
Australian 
Sports 
Founda�on 

39. Does the department/agency allow for the use of ChatGPT on 
the internal network?   
 
  
 
If so, what risk management and governance mechanisms are in 
place to protect government data?   
 
a. Please provide the department/agency policy on use of ar�ficial 
intelligence. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002529 

Australian 
Sports 
Foundation 

Jane 
Hume 

Flexible 
work 
arrangeme
nt - 
Australian 
Sports 
Founda�on 

Flexible work arrangement  
 
38. How many staff have a flexible work arrangement in place that 
enables them to work from home?   
 
a. Please provide a breakdown including;  
 
i. The propor�on of staff who work from home one day a week?   
 
ii. The propor�on of staff who work from home two days a week?   
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iii. The propor�on of staff who work from home three days a week?   
 
iv. The propor�on of staff who work from home four days a week?   
 
v. The propor�on of staff who work from home five days a week?   
 
b. What is the annual cost of ren�ng out office space for employees?  
 
c. Please provide a copy of the department/agency's work from 
home policy. 

SQ23-
002528 

Australian 
Sports 
Foundation 

Jane 
Hume 

Ten largest 
movements 
of funds in 
the most 
recent 
financial 
year - 
Australian 
Sports 
Founda�on 

37. For the por�olio, please provide a list of the ten largest 
movements of funds in the most recent financial year, including a 
profile of the forward es�mates for the impact of the movement. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002527 

Australian 
Sports 
Foundation 

Jane 
Hume 

Ten largest 
es�mate 
varia�ons 
in the most 
recent 
financial 
year - 
Australian 

36. For the por�olio, please provide a list of the ten largest es�mate 
varia�ons in the most recent financial year. Writen 3/11/2023 



527 
 

Sports 
Founda�on 

SQ23-
002525 

Australian 
Sports 
Foundation 

Jane 
Hume 

Freedom of 
informa�on 
applica�on
s has the 
Ministers 
office 
received 
since 1 July 
2023 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Sports 
Founda�on 

35. How many freedom of informa�on applica�ons have been 
received by the Minister's office since 1 July 2023?  
 
Please provide a breakdown including;  
 
a. the number of applica�ons by Minister,  
 
i. the number of applica�ons that are yet to be decided;  
 
ii. the number of applica�ons refused; and  
 
iii. the number of applica�ons overdue, including the number of days 
overdue. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002522 

Australian 
Sports 
Foundation 

Jane 
Hume 

Freedom of 
informa�on 
applica�on
s has the 
departmen
t/agency 
received 
since 1 July 
202 to 23 
October 
2023 - 
Australian 

34. How many freedom of informa�on applica�ons has the 
department/agency received since 1 July 2023?  
 
Please provide a breakdown of the number including;  
 
a. the number of applica�ons withdrawn;  
 
b. the number of applica�ons refused under sec�on 34 of the 
Freedom of Informa�on Act 1982;  
 
c. the number of applica�ons refused under sec�on 24 of the 
Freedom of Informa�on Act 1982;  
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Sports 
Founda�on 

d. the number of applica�ons refused under sec�on 24A of the 
Freedom of Informa�on Act 1982;  
 
e. the number of applica�ons subject to internal review;  
 
f. the number of applica�ons subject to review by the OAIC;  
 
g. the number of applica�ons subject to review by the AAT;  
 
h. the number of applica�ons subject to review by the Federal Court; 
and  
 
i. the number of applica�ons where the original decision has been 
overturned. 

SQ23-
002520 

Australian 
Sports 
Foundation 

Jane 
Hume 

Provision of 
market 
research to 
any 
Ministers 
Office in 
rela�on to 
a 
Commonw
ealth 
Informa�on 
and 
Adver�sing 
Campaign - 
Australian 

33. Has the department/agency provided any Minister's office with 
market research conducted in rela�on to a   
 
commonwealth Informa�on and Adver�sing Campaign?  
 
Please provide a list of the Ministers and the date on which they 
were provided the research. Writen 3/11/2023 



529 
 

Sports 
Founda�on 

SQ23-
002519 

Australian 
Sports 
Foundation 

Jane 
Hume 

Current ASL 
allocated to 
the 
departmen
t/agency as 
at 1 July 
2023 - 
Australian 
Sports 
Founda�on 

32. Please provide the number of current ASL allocated to the 
department/agency as at 1 July 2023.  
 
  
 
Please provide:   
 
a. Total number of ASL;   
 
b. Total number of FTE by APS classifica�on;  
 
c. the number of ASL allocated to each outcome for which the 
department/agency is responsible; and  
 
d. the number of FTE, by classifica�on, allocated to each outcome for 
which the department/agency is responsible; and  
 
e. The number of FTE posi�ons that are not currently filled, broken 
down by classifica�on. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002517 

Australian 
Sports 
Foundation 

Jane 
Hume 

Requests 
from 
por�olio 
Minister's 
offices 
seeking 
data or 
informa�on 

31. Since 1 July 2023, has the department / agency ever received a 
request from a por�olio minister's office seeking data or informa�on 
separated out by electorate?   
 
a. Please provide a list of all requests, including any �meframe 
provided for a response, whether a response was provided, and the 
context of the request if provided.   
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by 
electorate 
since 1 July 
2023to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Sports 
Founda�on 

 
b. Please provide a copy of all responses to the request. 

SQ23-
002516 

Australian 
Sports 
Foundation 

Jane 
Hume 

New 
en��es 
created, 
wound up, 
amalgamat
ed, ceased 
or 
disbanded 
since May 
2022 - 
Australian 
Sports 
Founda�on 

29. How many new en��es (including advisory boards and agencies) 
have been created within the por�olio since May 2022?   
 
Please list each en�ty, its purpose, and the date it was created.  
 
  
 
30. How many new en��es (including advisory boards and agencies) 
have been wound up, amalgamated, ceased or disbanded since May 
2022?  
 
Please list each en�ty, its purpose, and the date it was wound up, 
amalgamated, ceased, or disbanded. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002514 

Australian 
Sports 
Foundation 

Jane 
Hume 

List of 
membershi
ps for 
Commonw
ealth inter-
departmen
tal 

28. Please provide a list of the interdepartmental commitees that 
the department/agency par�cipates in or provides representa�on to.  
 
  
 
Please provide:  
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commitees 
- Australian 
Sports 
Founda�on 

a. the name of the interdepartmental commitee;  
 
b. a list of the membership;  
 
c. the date it was established; and  
 
d. its purpose. 

SQ23-
002513 

Australian 
Sports 
Foundation 

Jane 
Hume 

Current 
reviews 
and 
completed 
reviews 
since 1 July 
2022 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Sports 
Founda�on 

26. Please provide a list of the number of reviews that the 
department/agency is currently conduc�ng.   
 
Please provide:  
 
a. the name of the review;  
 
b. the purpose of the review;  
 
c. the name or names of the reviewer(s);  
 
d. the remunera�on for each of the reviewer(s);  
 
e. the budgeted cost of the review;  
 
f. the amount spent to date; and  
 
g. the date the review is due to be completed.  
 
  
 
27. Please provide a list of the number of reviews that the 
department/agency has completed since 1 July 2022.   
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Please provide:   
 
a. the name of the review;  
 
b. the purpose of the review;  
 
c. the name or names of the reviewer(s);  
 
d. the remunera�on for each of the reviewer(s);  
 
e. the budgeted cost of the review;  
 
f. the amount spent;  
 
g. the date the review was due to be completed;  
 
h. the date the review was completed;  
 
i. the date the review was provided to the Department;  
 
j. the date the review was provided to the Minister; and  
 
k. the date the review was provided to the Minister's office. 

SQ23-
002511 

Australian 
Sports 
Foundation 

Jane 
Hume 

Comcare 
and Fair 
Work 
Commissio
n referrals 
and claims 

24. In rela�on to department/agency:  
 
a. In the current financial year to date, how many maters have been 
referred to Comcare?  
 
b. Of those claims referred to Comcare, redac�ng confiden�al 
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in current 
financial 
year to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Sports 
Founda�on 

informa�on, advise in which division the claimant works or worked 
and the circumstances surrounding the claim.  
 
c. What has the Department/agency learned from past Comcare 
claims?  
 
d. Of those employees who submited a Comcare claim, how many 
returned to work a�er a period of absence?  
 
  
 
25. In rela�on to the department/agency:  
 
a. In the current financial year to date, how many maters have been 
referred to the Fair Work Commission?  
 
b. Of those maters referred to either, please provide a 
comprehensive account of the circumstances, redac�ng confiden�al 
informa�on, including in which division the employee is or was 
employed, the nature of the complaint and the nature of the 
determina�on of the Fair Work Commission, Fair Work Ombudsman 
and/or conciliator. 

SQ23-
002510 

Australian 
Sports 
Foundation 

Jane 
Hume 

Use of 
departmen
tal/agency 
credit cards 
in financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 

In rela�on to departmental use of credit cards:  
 
a. How many credit cards are currently on issue for department or 
agency staff?  
 
b. What was the value of the largest reported purchase on a credit 
card in financial year 2023/24 to date and what was it for?  
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2023 - 
Australian 
Sports 
Founda�on 

c. How much interest was paid on amounts outstanding from credit 
cards in financial year 2023/24 to date?  
 
d. How much was paid in late fees on amounts outstanding from 
credit cards in financial year 2023/24 to date?  
 
e. What was the largest amount outstanding on a single card at the 
end of a payment period in financial year 2023/24 to date?  
 
f. How many credit cards were reported as lost or stolen in financial 
year 2023/24 to date and what was the cost of their replacement?    
 
g. How many credit card purchases were deemed to be illegi�mate 
or contrary to department or agency policy in financial year 2023/24 
to date? What was the total value of those purchases? How many 
purchases were asked to be repaid on that basis in financial year 
2023/24 to date and what was the total value thereof? Were all 
those amounts actually repaid? If no, how many were not repaid, 
and what was the total value thereof?  
 
h. What was the largest purchase that was deemed illegi�mate or 
contrary to department or agency policy and asked to be repaid in 
financial year 2023/243 to date? What that amount actually repaid, 
in full? If no, what amount was le� unpaid?  
 
i. Are any credit cards currently on issue connected to rewards 
schemes? Do staff receive any personal benefit as a result of those 
reward schemes?  
 
j. Please provide a copy of the department or agency's staff credit 
card policy.  
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k. Please denote any changes to this policy that have been made 
since February 2023 

SQ23-
002509 

Australian 
Sports 
Foundation 

Jane 
Hume 

Total 
expenditur
e on 
promo�ona
l 
merchandis
e in 
financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
date - 
Australian 
Sports 
Founda�on 

22. What was the Department's/agency's total expenditure on 
promo�onal merchandise in financial year 2023/24 to date?   
 
  
 
Please provide an itemised list of the merchandise purchased with 
costs.   
 
  
 
Please provide examples and photographs of the merchandise 
purchased Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002507 

Australian 
Sports 
Foundation 

Jane 
Hume 

Total 
expenditur
e on media 
monitoring, 
adver�sing 
and 
campaigns 
financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 

20. What was the Department's/agency's total expenditure on media 
monitoring services in financial year 2023/24 to date?  
 
  
 
21. What was the Department's/agency's total expenditure on 
adver�sing and informa�on campaigns in financial year 2023/24 to 
date?   
 
  
 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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Australian 
Sports 
Founda�on 

Please provide an itemised list of the campaigns, their purpose, and 
their expected costs. 

SQ23-
002506 

Australian 
Sports 
Foundation 

Jane 
Hume 

Travel costs 
for financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Sports 
Founda�on 

16. Please provide an itemised list of the Secretary's/agency deputy 
head's travel for financial year 2023/24 to date, including costs of 
flights and accommoda�on.  
 
  
 
17. Please provide an itemised list of each Deputy Secretary's/agency 
head's travel for financial year 2023/24 to date, including costs of 
flights and accommoda�on.  
 
  
 
19. What was the total cost of staff travel for departmental/agency 
employees in financial year 2023/24 to date? Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002504 

Australian 
Sports 
Foundation 

Jane 
Hume 

Furniture, 
fixtures or 
fi�ngs 
upgraded 
in financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Sports 
Founda�on 

15. Were the furniture, fixtures or fi�ngs of the Secretary's/agency 
head's office, or the offices of any Deputy Secretaries/execu�ve 
leadership team members, upgraded in financial year 2023/24 to 
date?   
 
  
 
Please provide an itemised list of costs (GST inclusive). Please 
provide photographs of the works conducted.  
 
  
 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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18. Were the facili�es of any of the Departments/agency premises 
upgraded in financial year 2023/24 to date, for example, staff room 
refurbishments, kitchen refurbishments, bathroom refurbishments, 
the purchase of any new fridges, coffee machines, or other kitchen 
equipment?   
 
  
 
Please provide a detailed descrip�on of the relevant facili�es 
upgraded together with an itemised list of costs (GST inclusive).   
 
  
 
Please provide photographs of the upgraded facili�es. 

SQ23-
002503 

Australian 
Sports 
Foundation 

Jane 
Hume 

Expenditur
e on any 
func�ons 
or official 
recep�ons 
(etc) 
hosted by 
the 
Departmen
t/Agency or 
Ministers/A
ssistant 
Ministers in 
financial 
year 
2023/24 to 

13. In rela�on to expenditure on any func�ons or official recep�ons 
etc hosted by the Department or agencies in the por�olio in financial 
year 2023/24 to date, please provide the following:  
 
a. List of func�ons;  
 
b. List of atendees;  
 
c. Func�on venue;  
 
d. Itemised list of costs (GST inclusive);  
 
e. Details of any food served;  
 
f. Details of any wines or champagnes served including brand and 
vintage; and  

Writen 3/11/2023 
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26 October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Sports 
Founda�on 

 
g. Details of any entertainment provided.  
 
  
 
14. In rela�on to any func�ons or official recep�ons hosted by 
Ministers or Assistant Ministers in the por�olio in financial year 
2023/24 to date, please provide the following:  
 
a. List of func�ons;  
 
b. List of atendees;  
 
c. Func�on venue;  
 
d. Itemised list of costs (GST inclusive);  
 
e. Details of any food served;  
 
f. Details of any wines or champagnes served including brand and 
vintage; and  
 
g. Details of any entertainment provided. 

SQ23-
002502 

Australian 
Sports 
Foundation 

Jane 
Hume 

2022-23 
October 
Budget, 
Savings 
from 
External 
Labour, and 

12. In rela�on to the measure in the 2022-23 October Budget, 
Savings from External Labour, and Savings from Adver�sing, Travel 
and Legal Expenses.   
 
a. What was the value of savings that the Department/agency was 
requested to deliver for the 2022-23 year in aggregate?   
 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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Savings 
from 
Adver�sing
, Travel and 
Legal 
Expenses 

  
 
b. Has the Department/agency iden�fied the savings they will make 
across the following areas to achieve this cut:   
 
i. External labour hire   
 
ii. Consultancy  
 
iii. Adver�sing campaigns   
 
iv. Travel   
 
v. Legal expenses   
 
  
 
c. Can the Department/agency provide a breakdown of the funding 
reduc�ons they have made in totality, and in each of the above 
areas, and what they relate to?   
 
  
 
d. Has the Department/agency been informed of the cut that will be 
made to their funding in the next financial year, or the rest of the 
forward es�mates?   
 
  
 
e. Can the Department/agency confirm the total new number of 
contracts (ongoing and termina�ng) and total cost of these contracts 
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issued on AusTender since 30 June 2022 which relate to the 
following areas:   
 
i. External labour hire   
 
ii. Consultancy  
 
iii. Adver�sing campaigns   
 
iv. Travel   
 
v. Legal expenses   
 
   
 
f. Please provide a breakdown of the value of contracts across each 
area and iden�fy the categories on AusTender which are used to 
determine the Departments iden�fica�on of the contracts.   
 
i. Is the Department/agency on track to meet the saving target?   
 
ii. Has the Department/agency sought an exemp�on or alterna�on 
from/to the savings target?   
 
iii. If so, why and was it approved? 

SQ23-
002500 

Australian 
Sports 
Foundation 

Jane 
Hume 

List of 
membershi
ps for 
Commonw
ealth 

11. Please provide a list of all the Commonwealth taskforces of 
which the Department/agency has membership.   
 
  

Writen 3/11/2023 
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taskforces - 
Australian 
Sports 
Founda�on 

 
Please specify where there are changes to the list since May 2023. 

SQ23-
002499 

Australian 
Sports 
Foundation 

Jane 
Hume 

List of 
membershi
ps for 
Commonw
ealth inter-
departmen
tal 
commitees 
- Australian 
Sports 
Founda�on 

10. Please provide a list of all the Commonwealth inter-departmental 
commitees of which the Department/agency has membership.   
 
  
 
Please specify where there are changes to the list since May 2023. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002497 

Australian 
Sports 
Foundation 

Jane 
Hume 

Paper 
usage from 
Australian 
producers 
and 
overseas - 
Australian 
Sports 
Founda�on 

9. Please provide the amount of paper the Department/agency 
sources from Australian producers and from overseas producers.   
 
  
 
Please provide the amount in dollar value on a financial year basis 
for the last five financial years. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002496 

Australian 
Sports 
Foundation 

Jane 
Hume 

New policy 
proposals 
provided to 
por�olio 
Minister 

8. How many New Policy Proposals has the Department/agency 
provided to each Minister in its por�olio since 1 July 2023?   
 
  
 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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offices 
since 1 July 
2023 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Sports 
Founda�on 

Please provide a list with the number of New Policy Proposals by 
Minister, and the date of the first provided New Policy Proposal. 

SQ23-
002495 

Australian 
Sports 
Foundation 

Jane 
Hume 

Mee�ngs 
between 
Secretary/A
gency head 
with 
Ministers - 
Australian 
Sports 
Founda�on 

5. How many mee�ngs has the Secretary/agency head had with the 
Ministers in their por�olio since 1 July 2023?    
 
   
 
Please provide a list with the number of mee�ngs by Minister, and 
the date of the first mee�ng with each Minister.   
 
   
 
6. How many mee�ngs has the Secretary/agency head had with any 
Ministers not in their por�olio since 1 July 2023?   
 
   
 
Please provide a list with the number of mee�ngs by Minister, and 
the date of the first mee�ng with each Minister. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002493 

Australian 
Sports 
Foundation 

Jane 
Hume 

Departmen
tal staff and 
Departmen
tal Liaison 

3. How many Departmental Liaison Officers have been allocated to 
each Minister in the por�olio?   
 
  

Writen 3/11/2023 
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Officer's 
allocated to 
por�olio 
Ministers' 
offices - 
Australian 
Sports 
Founda�on 

 
Please provide a list that outlines the level of the member of the 
department, the Minister they have been allocated to, and the �me 
they have been allocated to the Minister.  
 
  
 
Please denote any change in this alloca�on since May 2023.    
 
  
 
4. How many staff have been provided to Ministers offices not in a 
capacity as a Departmental Liaison Officer?  
 
  
 
Please provide a list that outlines the level of the member of the 
department, the Minister they have been allocated to, and the �me 
they have been allocated to the Minister.  
 
  
 
Please denote any change in this alloca�on since May 2023. 

SQ23-
002492 

Australian 
Sports 
Foundation 

Jane 
Hume 

Hospitality 
provided to 
por�olio 
Ministers' 
offices 
since 1 July 
2023 to 26 

2. Since 1 July 2023, has the Department provided any hospitality in 
Ministers' offices?  
 
  
 
Please specify the date, itemised cost, purpose, and atendees for 
the hospitality.  

Writen 3/11/2023 
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October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Sports 
Founda�on 

 
  
 
Since 1 July 2023, have there been any amendments to the 
Department's policy on providing hospitality in the Ministers offices?   
 
  
 
If so, please provide a copy of the policy and a reference for the 
amendment 

SQ23-
002490 

Australian 
Sports 
Foundation 

Jane 
Hume 

Provision 
and 
turnaround 
of 
Ministerial 
Briefs since 
1 July 2023 
to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Sports 
Founda�on 

Since 1 July 2023, has the Department/Agency been provided with 
advice or a direc�on on a minimum turnaround �me for 
considera�on of briefs by the Minister??  
 
  
 
If so, when was this advice provided to the Department?  
 
Please provide the minimum turnaround requirement.   
  
If there has been a change in a previously set minimum turnaround 
requirement, please provide:  
 
the previous turnaround requirement; and the date the change was 
requested.?  
 
  
 
7. How many briefs has the Department/agency provided to each 
Minister in its por�olio? Please provide a list with the number of 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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briefs for each Minister, and the date of the first provided brief.   
 
  
How many briefs have been returned to the Department for redra�? 
Please provide a list with the number of briefs for each Minister, and 
the dates of the return of briefs to the Department.? 

SQ23-
002439 

Australian 
Sports 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

Paper 
usage from 
Australian 
producers 
and 
overseas - 
Australian 
Sports 
Commissio
n 

9. Please provide the amount of paper the Department/agency 
sources from Australian producers and from overseas producers.   
 
  
 
Please provide the amount in dollar value on a financial year basis 
for the last five financial years.  
 
List of memberships for Commonwealth inter-departmental 
commitees Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002480 

Australian 
Sports 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

Solicited or 
encouraged 
dona�ons 
to the YES 
Campaign - 
Australian 
Sports 
Commissio
n - 
Australian 
Sports 
Commissio
n 

40. It was reported in the The Age and Sydney Morning Herald by 
journalists Richard Baker, Nick McKenzie and Hannah Bowers that Mr 
Richard Prat said that he had donated $1 million to the Voice 
referendum's Yes campaign because he had fielded a request to do 
so from a senior adviser to Prime Minister Anthony Albanese.   
 
a. Have any personal staff in the Office of the Minister solicited or 
encouraged dona�ons to the YES Campaign prior to or during the 
course of the referendum campaign?  
 
b. Have any personal staff in the Office of the Minister solicited or 
encouraged dona�ons to the YES Campaign on the basis of policy 
decisions? Writen 3/11/2023 
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SQ23-
002479 

Australian 
Sports 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

ChatGPT on 
internal 
networks - 
Australian 
Sports 
Commissio
n 

39. Does the department/agency allow for the use of ChatGPT on 
the internal network?   
 
  
 
If so, what risk management and governance mechanisms are in 
place to protect government data?   
 
a. Please provide the department/agency policy on use of ar�ficial 
intelligence. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002478 

Australian 
Sports 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

Flexible 
work 
arrangeme
nt - 
Australian 
Sports 
Commissio
n 

38. How many staff have a flexible work arrangement in place that 
enables them to work from home?   
 
a. Please provide a breakdown including;  
 
i. The propor�on of staff who work from home one day a week?   
 
ii. The propor�on of staff who work from home two days a week?   
 
iii. The propor�on of staff who work from home three days a week?   
 
iv. The propor�on of staff who work from home four days a week?   
 
v. The propor�on of staff who work from home five days a week?   
 
b. What is the annual cost of ren�ng out office space for employees?  
 
c. Please provide a copy of the department/agency's work from 
home policy. Writen 3/11/2023 
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SQ23-
002476 

Australian 
Sports 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

Ten largest 
movements 
of funds in 
the most 
recent 
financial 
year - 
Australian 
Sports 
Commissio
n 

37. For the por�olio, please provide a list of the ten largest 
movements of funds in the most recent financial year, including a 
profile of the forward es�mates for the impact of the movement. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002475 

Australian 
Sports 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

Ten largest 
es�mate 
varia�ons 
in the most 
recent 
financial 
year - 
Australian 
Sports 
Commissio
n 

36. For the por�olio, please provide a list of the ten largest es�mate 
varia�ons in the most recent financial year. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002474 

Australian 
Sports 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

Freedom of 
informa�on 
applica�on
s has the 
Ministers 
office 
received 

35. How many freedom of informa�on applica�ons have been 
received by the Minister's office since 1 July 2023?  
 
Please provide a breakdown including;  
 
a. the number of applica�ons by Minister,  
 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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since 1 July 
2023 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Sports 
Commissio
n 

i. the number of applica�ons that are yet to be decided;  
 
ii. the number of applica�ons refused; and  
 
iii. the number of applica�ons overdue, including the number of days 
overdue. 

SQ23-
002473 

Australian 
Sports 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

Freedom of 
informa�on 
applica�on
s has the 
departmen
t/agency 
received 
since 1 July 
202 to 23 
October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Sports 
Commissio
n 

34. How many freedom of informa�on applica�ons has the 
department/agency received since 1 July 2023?  
 
Please provide a breakdown of the number including;  
 
a. the number of applica�ons withdrawn;  
 
b. the number of applica�ons refused under sec�on 34 of the 
Freedom of Informa�on Act 1982;  
 
c. the number of applica�ons refused under sec�on 24 of the 
Freedom of Informa�on Act 1982;  
 
d. the number of applica�ons refused under sec�on 24A of the 
Freedom of Informa�on Act 1982;  
 
e. the number of applica�ons subject to internal review;  
 
f. the number of applica�ons subject to review by the OAIC;  
 
g. the number of applica�ons subject to review by the AAT;  
 

Writen 3/11/2023 



549 
 

h. the number of applica�ons subject to review by the Federal Court; 
and  
 
i. the number of applica�ons where the original decision has been 
overturned. 

SQ23-
002467 

Australian 
Sports 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

Provision of 
market 
research to 
any 
Ministers 
Office in 
rela�on to 
a 
Commonw
ealth 
Informa�on 
and 
Adver�sing 
Campaign - 
Australian 
Sports 
Commissio
n 

33. Has the department/agency provided any Minister's office with 
market research conducted in rela�on to a   
 
commonwealth Informa�on and Adver�sing Campaign?  
 
Please provide a list of the Ministers and the date on which they 
were provided the research. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002466 

Australian 
Sports 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

Current ASL 
allocated to 
the 
departmen
t/agency as 
at 1 July 

32. Please provide the number of current ASL allocated to the 
department/agency as at 1 July 2023.  
 
  
 
Please provide:   

Writen 3/11/2023 
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2023 - 
Australian 
Sports 
Commissio
n 

 
a. Total number of ASL;   
 
b. Total number of FTE by APS classifica�on;  
 
c. the number of ASL allocated to each outcome for which the 
department/agency is responsible; and  
 
d. the number of FTE, by classifica�on, allocated to each outcome for 
which the department/agency is responsible; and  
 
e. The number of FTE posi�ons that are not currently filled, broken 
down by classifica�on. 

SQ23-
002465 

Australian 
Sports 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

Requests 
from 
por�olio 
Minister's 
offices 
seeking 
data or 
informa�on 
by 
electorate 
since 1 July 
2023to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Sports 

31. Since 1 July 2023, has the department / agency ever received a 
request from a por�olio minister's office seeking data or informa�on 
separated out by electorate?   
 
a. Please provide a list of all requests, including any �meframe 
provided for a response, whether a response was provided, and the 
context of the request if provided.   
 
b. Please provide a copy of all responses to the request. Writen 3/11/2023 
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Commissio
n 

SQ23-
002464 

Australian 
Sports 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

New 
en��es 
created, 
wound up, 
amalgamat
ed, ceased 
or 
disbanded 
since May 
2022 - 
Australian 
Sports 
Commissio
n 

29. How many new en��es (including advisory boards and agencies) 
have been created within the por�olio since May 2022?   
 
Please list each en�ty, its purpose, and the date it was created.  
 
  
 
30. How many new en��es (including advisory boards and agencies) 
have been wound up, amalgamated, ceased or disbanded since May 
2022?  
 
Please list each en�ty, its purpose, and the date it was wound up, 
amalgamated, ceased, or disbanded. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002463 

Australian 
Sports 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

List of 
membershi
ps for 
Commonw
ealth inter-
departmen
tal 
commitees 
- Australian 
Sports 
Commissio
n 

28. Please provide a list of the interdepartmental commitees that 
the department/agency par�cipates in or provides representa�on to.  
 
  
 
Please provide:  
 
a. the name of the interdepartmental commitee;  
 
b. a list of the membership;  
 
c. the date it was established; and  

Writen 3/11/2023 
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d. its purpose. 

SQ23-
002461 

Australian 
Sports 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

Current 
reviews 
and 
completed 
reviews 
since 1 July 
2022 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Sports 
Commissio
n 

26. Please provide a list of the number of reviews that the 
department/agency is currently conduc�ng.   
 
Please provide:  
 
a. the name of the review;  
 
b. the purpose of the review;  
 
c. the name or names of the reviewer(s);  
 
d. the remunera�on for each of the reviewer(s);  
 
e. the budgeted cost of the review;  
 
f. the amount spent to date; and  
 
g. the date the review is due to be completed.  
 
  
 
27. Please provide a list of the number of reviews that the 
department/agency has completed since 1 July 2022.   
 
Please provide:   
 
a. the name of the review;  
 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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b. the purpose of the review;  
 
c. the name or names of the reviewer(s);  
 
d. the remunera�on for each of the reviewer(s);  
 
e. the budgeted cost of the review;  
 
f. the amount spent;  
 
g. the date the review was due to be completed;  
 
h. the date the review was completed;  
 
i. the date the review was provided to the Department;  
 
j. the date the review was provided to the Minister; and  
 
k. the date the review was provided to the Minister's office. 

SQ23-
002460 

Australian 
Sports 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

Comcare 
and Fair 
Work 
Commissio
n referrals 
and claims 
in current 
financial 
year to 26 
October 
2023 - 

24. In rela�on to department/agency:  
 
a. In the current financial year to date, how many maters have been 
referred to Comcare?  
 
b. Of those claims referred to Comcare, redac�ng confiden�al 
informa�on, advise in which division the claimant works or worked 
and the circumstances surrounding the claim.  
 
c. What has the Department/agency learned from past Comcare 
claims?  

Writen 3/11/2023 
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Australian 
Sports 
Commissio
n 

 
d. Of those employees who submited a Comcare claim, how many 
returned to work a�er a period of absence?  
 
  
 
25. In rela�on to the department/agency:  
 
a. In the current financial year to date, how many maters have been 
referred to the Fair Work Commission?  
 
b. Of those maters referred to either, please provide a 
comprehensive account of the circumstances, redac�ng confiden�al 
informa�on, including in which division the employee is or was 
employed, the nature of the complaint and the nature of the 
determina�on of the Fair Work Commission, Fair Work Ombudsman 
and/or conciliator. 

SQ23-
002458 

Australian 
Sports 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

Use of 
departmen
tal/agency 
credit cards 
in financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Sports 

In rela�on to departmental use of credit cards:  
 
a. How many credit cards are currently on issue for department or 
agency staff?  
 
b. What was the value of the largest reported purchase on a credit 
card in financial year 2023/24 to date and what was it for?  
 
c. How much interest was paid on amounts outstanding from credit 
cards in financial year 2023/24 to date?  
 
d. How much was paid in late fees on amounts outstanding from 
credit cards in financial year 2023/24 to date?  

Writen 3/11/2023 
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Commissio
n 

 
e. What was the largest amount outstanding on a single card at the 
end of a payment period in financial year 2023/24 to date?  
 
f. How many credit cards were reported as lost or stolen in financial 
year 2023/24 to date and what was the cost of their replacement?    
 
g. How many credit card purchases were deemed to be illegi�mate 
or contrary to department or agency policy in financial year 2023/24 
to date? What was the total value of those purchases? How many 
purchases were asked to be repaid on that basis in financial year 
2023/24 to date and what was the total value thereof? Were all 
those amounts actually repaid? If no, how many were not repaid, 
and what was the total value thereof?  
 
h. What was the largest purchase that was deemed illegi�mate or 
contrary to department or agency policy and asked to be repaid in 
financial year 2023/243 to date? What that amount actually repaid, 
in full? If no, what amount was le� unpaid?  
 
i. Are any credit cards currently on issue connected to rewards 
schemes? Do staff receive any personal benefit as a result of those 
reward schemes?  
 
j. Please provide a copy of the department or agency's staff credit 
card policy.  
 
k. Please denote any changes to this policy that have been made 
since February 2023 
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SQ23-
002451 

Australian 
Sports 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

Total 
expenditur
e on 
promo�ona
l 
merchandis
e in 
financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
date - 
Australian 
Sports 
Commissio
n 

22. What was the Department's/agency's total expenditure on 
promo�onal merchandise in financial year 2023/24 to date?   
 
  
 
Please provide an itemised list of the merchandise purchased with 
costs.   
 
  
 
Please provide examples and photographs of the merchandise 
purchased Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002450 

Australian 
Sports 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

Total 
expenditur
e on media 
monitoring, 
adver�sing 
and 
campaigns 
financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Sports 

20. What was the Department's/agency's total expenditure on media 
monitoring services in financial year 2023/24 to date?  
 
  
 
21. What was the Department's/agency's total expenditure on 
adver�sing and informa�on campaigns in financial year 2023/24 to 
date?   
 
  
 
Please provide an itemised list of the campaigns, their purpose, and 
their expected costs. Writen 3/11/2023 
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Commissio
n 

SQ23-
002449 

Australian 
Sports 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

Travel costs 
for financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Sports 
Commissio
n 

16. Please provide an itemised list of the Secretary's/agency deputy 
head's travel for financial year 2023/24 to date, including costs of 
flights and accommoda�on.  
 
  
 
17. Please provide an itemised list of each Deputy Secretary's/agency 
head's travel for financial year 2023/24 to date, including costs of 
flights and accommoda�on.  
 
  
 
19. What was the total cost of staff travel for departmental/agency 
employees in financial year 2023/24 to date? Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002448 

Australian 
Sports 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

Furniture, 
fixtures or 
fi�ngs 
upgraded 
in financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Sports 
Commissio
n 

15. Were the furniture, fixtures or fi�ngs of the Secretary's/agency 
head's office, or the offices of any Deputy Secretaries/execu�ve 
leadership team members, upgraded in financial year 2023/24 to 
date?   
 
  
 
Please provide an itemised list of costs (GST inclusive). Please 
provide photographs of the works conducted.  
 
  
 
18. Were the facili�es of any of the Departments/agency premises 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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upgraded in financial year 2023/24 to date, for example, staff room 
refurbishments, kitchen refurbishments, bathroom refurbishments, 
the purchase of any new fridges, coffee machines, or other kitchen 
equipment?   
 
  
 
Please provide a detailed descrip�on of the relevant facili�es 
upgraded together with an itemised list of costs (GST inclusive).   
 
  
 
Please provide photographs of the upgraded facili�es. 

SQ23-
002447 

Australian 
Sports 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

Expenditur
e on any 
func�ons 
or official 
recep�ons 
(etc) 
hosted by 
the 
Departmen
t/Agency or 
Ministers/A
ssistant 
Ministers in 
financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 

13. In rela�on to expenditure on any func�ons or official recep�ons 
etc hosted by the Department or agencies in the por�olio in financial 
year 2023/24 to date, please provide the following:  
 
a. List of func�ons;  
 
b. List of atendees;  
 
c. Func�on venue;  
 
d. Itemised list of costs (GST inclusive);  
 
e. Details of any food served;  
 
f. Details of any wines or champagnes served including brand and 
vintage; and  
 

Writen 3/11/2023 



559 
 

2023 - 
Australian 
Sports 
Commissio
n 

g. Details of any entertainment provided.  
 
  
 
14. In rela�on to any func�ons or official recep�ons hosted by 
Ministers or Assistant Ministers in the por�olio in financial year 
2023/24 to date, please provide the following:  
 
a. List of func�ons;  
 
b. List of atendees;  
 
c. Func�on venue;  
 
d. Itemised list of costs (GST inclusive);  
 
e. Details of any food served;  
 
f. Details of any wines or champagnes served including brand and 
vintage; and  
 
g. Details of any entertainment provided. 

SQ23-
002446 

Australian 
Sports 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

2022-23 
October 
Budget, 
Savings 
from 
External 
Labour, and 
Savings 

12. In rela�on to the measure in the 2022-23 October Budget, 
Savings from External Labour, and Savings from Adver�sing, Travel 
and Legal Expenses.   
 
a. What was the value of savings that the Department/agency was 
requested to deliver for the 2022-23 year in aggregate?   
 
  

Writen 3/11/2023 
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from 
Adver�sing
, Travel and 
Legal 
Expenses - 
Australian 
Sports 
Commissio
n 

 
b. Has the Department/agency iden�fied the savings they will make 
across the following areas to achieve this cut:   
 
i. External labour hire   
 
ii. Consultancy  
 
iii. Adver�sing campaigns   
 
iv. Travel   
 
v. Legal expenses   
 
  
 
c. Can the Department/agency provide a breakdown of the funding 
reduc�ons they have made in totality, and in each of the above 
areas, and what they relate to?   
 
  
 
d. Has the Department/agency been informed of the cut that will be 
made to their funding in the next financial year, or the rest of the 
forward es�mates?   
 
  
 
e. Can the Department/agency confirm the total new number of 
contracts (ongoing and termina�ng) and total cost of these contracts 
issued on AusTender since 30 June 2022 which relate to the 
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following areas:   
 
i. External labour hire   
 
ii. Consultancy  
 
iii. Adver�sing campaigns   
 
iv. Travel   
 
v. Legal expenses   
 
   
 
f. Please provide a breakdown of the value of contracts across each 
area and iden�fy the categories on AusTender which are used to 
determine the Departments iden�fica�on of the contracts.   
 
i. Is the Department/agency on track to meet the saving target?   
 
ii. Has the Department/agency sought an exemp�on or alterna�on 
from/to the savings target?   
 
iii. If so, why and was it approved? 

SQ23-
002443 

Australian 
Sports 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

List of 
membershi
ps for 
Commonw
ealth 
taskforces - 

11. Please provide a list of all the Commonwealth taskforces of 
which the Department/agency has membership.   
 
  

Writen 3/11/2023 
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Australian 
Sports 
Commissio
n 

 
Please specify where there are changes to the list since May 2023. 

SQ23-
002441 

Australian 
Sports 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

List of 
membershi
ps for 
Commonw
ealth inter-
departmen
tal 
commitees 
- Australian 
Sports 
Commissio
n 

10. Please provide a list of all the Commonwealth inter-departmental 
commitees of which the Department/agency has membership.   
 
  
 
Please specify where there are changes to the list since May 2023. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002437 

Australian 
Sports 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

New policy 
proposals 
provided to 
por�olio 
Minister 
offices 
since 1 July 
2023 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Sports 

8. How many New Policy Proposals has the Department/agency 
provided to each Minister in its por�olio since 1 July 2023?   
 
  
 
Please provide a list with the number of New Policy Proposals by 
Minister, and the date of the first provided New Policy Proposal. Writen 3/11/2023 
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Commissio
n 

SQ23-
002427 

Australian 
Sports 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

Mee�ngs 
between 
Secretary/A
gency head 
with 
Ministers - 
Australian 
Sports 
Commissio
n 

5. How many mee�ngs has the Secretary/agency head had with the 
Ministers in their por�olio since 1 July 2023?    
 
   
 
Please provide a list with the number of mee�ngs by Minister, and 
the date of the first mee�ng with each Minister.   
 
   
 
6. How many mee�ngs has the Secretary/agency head had with any 
Ministers not in their por�olio since 1 July 2023?   
 
   
 
Please provide a list with the number of mee�ngs by Minister, and 
the date of the first mee�ng with each Minister. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002425 

Australian 
Sports 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

Departmen
tal staff and 
Departmen
tal Liaison 
Officer's 
allocated to 
por�olio 
Ministers' 
offices - 
Australian 

3. How many Departmental Liaison Officers have been allocated to 
each Minister in the por�olio?   
 
  
 
Please provide a list that outlines the level of the member of the 
department, the Minister they have been allocated to, and the �me 
they have been allocated to the Minister.  
 
  

Writen 3/11/2023 
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Sports 
Commissio
n 

 
Please denote any change in this alloca�on since May 2023.    
 
  
 
4. How many staff have been provided to Ministers offices not in a 
capacity as a Departmental Liaison Officer?  
 
  
 
Please provide a list that outlines the level of the member of the 
department, the Minister they have been allocated to, and the �me 
they have been allocated to the Minister.  
 
  
 
Please denote any change in this alloca�on since May 2023. 

SQ23-
002424 

Australian 
Sports 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

Hospitality 
provided to 
por�olio 
Ministers' 
offices 
since 1 July 
2023 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Sports 

2. Since 1 July 2023, has the Department provided any hospitality in 
Ministers' offices?  
 
  
 
Please specify the date, itemised cost, purpose, and atendees for 
the hospitality.  
 
  
 
Since 1 July 2023, have there been any amendments to the 
Department's policy on providing hospitality in the Ministers offices?   
 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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Commissio
n 

  
 
If so, please provide a copy of the policy and a reference for the 
amendment 

SQ23-
002423 

Australian 
Sports 
Commission 

Jane 
Hume 

Provision 
and 
turnaround 
of 
Ministerial 
Briefs since 
1 July 2023 
to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Sports 
Commissio
n 

Since 1 July 2023, has the Department/Agency been provided with 
advice or a direc�on on a minimum turnaround �me for 
considera�on of briefs by the Minister??  
 
  
 
If so, when was this advice provided to the Department?  
 
Please provide the minimum turnaround requirement.   
  
If there has been a change in a previously set minimum turnaround 
requirement, please provide:  
 
the previous turnaround requirement; and the date the change was 
requested.?  
 
  
 
7. How many briefs has the Department/agency provided to each 
Minister in its por�olio? Please provide a list with the number of 
briefs for each Minister, and the date of the first provided brief.   
 
  
How many briefs have been returned to the Department for redra�? 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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Please provide a list with the number of briefs for each Minister, and 
the dates of the return of briefs to the Department.? 

SQ23-
002377 

Australian 
Digital 
Health 
Agency 

Jane 
Hume 

Solicited or 
encouraged 
dona�ons 
to the YES 
Campaign - 
Australian 
Digital 
Health 
Agency 

40. It was reported in the The Age and Sydney Morning Herald by 
journalists Richard Baker, Nick McKenzie and Hannah Bowers that Mr 
Richard Prat said that he had donated $1 million to the Voice 
referendum's Yes campaign because he had fielded a request to do 
so from a senior adviser to Prime Minister Anthony Albanese.   
a. Have any personal staff in the Office of the Minister solicited or 
encouraged dona�ons to the YES Campaign prior to or during the 
course of the referendum campaign?  
b. Have any personal staff in the Office of the Minister solicited or 
encouraged dona�ons to the YES Campaign on the basis of policy 
decisions? Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002375 

Australian 
Digital 
Health 
Agency 

Jane 
Hume 

ChatGPT on 
internal 
networks - 
Australian 
Digital 
Health 
Agency 

39. Does the department/agency allow for the use of ChatGPT on 
the internal network?   
If so, what risk management and governance mechanisms are in 
place to protect government data?   
a. Please provide the department/agency policy on use of ar�ficial 
intelligence. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002374 

Australian 
Digital 
Health 
Agency 

Jane 
Hume 

Flexible 
work 
arrangeme
nt  - 
Australian 
Digital 
Health 
Agency 

38. How many staff have a flexible work arrangement in place that 
enables them to work from home?   
a. Please provide a breakdown including;  
i. The propor�on of staff who work from home one day a week?   
ii. The propor�on of staff who work from home two days a week?   
iii. The propor�on of staff who work from home three days a week?   
iv. The propor�on of staff who work from home four days a week?   
v. The propor�on of staff who work from home five days a week?   
b. What is the annual cost of ren�ng out office space for employees?  

Writen 3/11/2023 
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c. Please provide a copy of the department/agency's work from 
home policy. 

SQ23-
002372 

Australian 
Digital 
Health 
Agency 

Jane 
Hume 

Ten largest 
movements 
of funds in 
the most 
recent 
financial 
year - 
Australian 
Digital 
Health 
Agency 

37. For the por�olio, please provide a list of the ten largest 
movements of funds in the most recent financial year, including a 
profile of the forward es�mates for the impact of the movement. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002371 

Australian 
Digital 
Health 
Agency 

Jane 
Hume 

Ten largest 
es�mate 
varia�ons 
in the most 
recent 
financial 
year - 
Australian 
Digital 
Health 
Agency 

36. For the por�olio, please provide a list of the ten largest es�mate 
varia�ons in the most recent financial year. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002369 

Australian 
Digital 
Health 
Agency 

Jane 
Hume 

Freedom of 
informa�on 
applica�on
s has the 
Ministers 

35. How many freedom of informa�on applica�ons have been 
received by the Minister's office since 1 July 2023?  
Please provide a breakdown including;  
 
a. the number of applica�ons by Minister,  

Writen 3/11/2023 
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office 
received 
since 1 July 
2023 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Digital 
Health 
Agency 

i. the number of applica�ons that are yet to be decided;  
ii. the number of applica�ons refused; and  
iii. the number of applica�ons overdue, including the number of days 
overdue. 

SQ23-
002368 

Australian 
Digital 
Health 
Agency 

Jane 
Hume 

Freedom of 
informa�on 
applica�on
s has the 
departmen
t/agency 
received 
since 1 July 
202 to 23 
October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Digital 
Health 
Agency 

34. How many freedom of informa�on applica�ons has the 
department/agency received since 1 July 2023?  
 
Please provide a breakdown of the number including;  
a. the number of applica�ons withdrawn;  
b. the number of applica�ons refused under sec�on 34 of the 
Freedom of Informa�on Act 1982;  
c. the number of applica�ons refused under sec�on 24 of the 
Freedom of Informa�on Act 1982;  
d. the number of applica�ons refused under sec�on 24A of the 
Freedom of Informa�on Act 1982;  
e. the number of applica�ons subject to internal review;  
f. the number of applica�ons subject to review by the OAIC;  
g. the number of applica�ons subject to review by the AAT;  
h. the number of applica�ons subject to review by the Federal Court; 
and  
i. the number of applica�ons where the original decision has been 
overturned. Writen 3/11/2023 
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SQ23-
002367 

Australian 
Digital 
Health 
Agency 

Jane 
Hume 

Provision of 
market 
research to 
any 
Ministers 
Office in 
rela�on to 
a 
Commonw
ealth 
Informa�on 
and 
Adver�sing 
Campaign - 
Australian 
Digital 
Health 
Agency 

33. Has the department/agency provided any Minister's office with 
market research conducted in rela�on to a   
commonwealth Informa�on and Adver�sing Campaign?  
Please provide a list of the Ministers and the date on which they 
were provided the research. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002366 

Australian 
Digital 
Health 
Agency 

Jane 
Hume 

Current ASL 
allocated to 
the 
departmen
t/agency as 
at 1 July 
2023 - 
Australian 
Digital 
Health 
Agency 

32. Please provide the number of current ASL allocated to the 
department/agency as at 1 July 2023.  
Please provide:   
 
a. Total number of ASL;   
b. Total number of FTE by APS classifica�on;  
c. the number of ASL allocated to each outcome for which the 
department/agency is responsible; and  
d. the number of FTE, by classifica�on, allocated to each outcome for 
which the department/agency is responsible; and  

Writen 3/11/2023 
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e. The number of FTE posi�ons that are not currently filled, broken 
down by classifica�on. 

SQ23-
002365 

Australian 
Digital 
Health 
Agency 

Jane 
Hume 

Requests 
from 
por�olio 
Minister's 
offices 
seeking 
data or 
informa�on 
by 
electorate 
since 1 July 
2023 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Digital 
Health 
Agency 

31. Since 1 July 2023, has the department / agency ever received a 
request from a por�olio minister's office seeking data or informa�on 
separated out by electorate?   
a. Please provide a list of all requests, including any �meframe 
provided for a response, whether a response was provided, and the 
context of the request if provided.   
b. Please provide a copy of all responses to the request. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002364 

Australian 
Digital 
Health 
Agency 

Jane 
Hume 

New 
en��es 
created, 
wound up, 
amalgamat
ed, ceased 
or 
disbanded 
since May 

29. How many new en��es (including advisory boards and agencies) 
have been created within the por�olio since May 2022?   
Please list each en�ty, its purpose, and the date it was created.  
 
30. How many new en��es (including advisory boards and agencies) 
have been wound up, amalgamated, ceased or disbanded since May 
2022?  
Please list each en�ty, its purpose, and the date it was wound up, 
amalgamated, ceased, or disbanded. Writen 3/11/2023 
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2022 - 
Australian 
Digital 
Health 
Agency 

SQ23-
002363 

Australian 
Digital 
Health 
Agency 

Jane 
Hume 

List of 
membershi
ps for 
Commonw
ealth inter-
departmen
tal 
commitees 
- Australian 
Digital 
Health 
Agency 

28. Please provide a list of the interdepartmental commitees that 
the department/agency par�cipates in or provides representa�on to.  
Please provide:  
 
a. the name of the interdepartmental commitee;  
b. a list of the membership;  
c. the date it was established; and  
d. its purpose. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002362 

Australian 
Digital 
Health 
Agency 

Jane 
Hume 

Current 
reviews 
and 
completed 
reviews 
since 1 July 
2022 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Digital 

26. Please provide a list of the number of reviews that the 
department/agency is currently conduc�ng.   
Please provide:  
a. the name of the review;  
b. the purpose of the review;  
c. the name or names of the reviewer(s);  
d. the remunera�on for each of the reviewer(s);  
e. the budgeted cost of the review;  
f. the amount spent to date; and  
g. the date the review is due to be completed.  
 
27. Please provide a list of the number of reviews that the 

Writen 3/11/2023 



572 
 

Health 
Agency 

department/agency has completed since 1 July 2022.   
Please provide:   
a. the name of the review;  
b. the purpose of the review;  
c. the name or names of the reviewer(s);  
d. the remunera�on for each of the reviewer(s);  
e. the budgeted cost of the review;  
f. the amount spent;  
g. the date the review was due to be completed;  
h. the date the review was completed;  
i. the date the review was provided to the Department;  
j. the date the review was provided to the Minister; and  
k. the date the review was provided to the Minister's office. 

SQ23-
002361 

Australian 
Digital 
Health 
Agency 

Jane 
Hume 

Comcare 
and Fair 
Work 
Commissio
n referrals 
and claims 
in current 
financial 
year to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Digital 
Health 
Agency 

Comcare and Fair Work Commission referrals and claims in current 
financial year to 26 October 2023  
24. In rela�on to department/agency:  
a. In the current financial year to date, how many maters have been 
referred to Comcare?  
b. Of those claims referred to Comcare, redac�ng confiden�al 
informa�on, advise in which division the claimant works or worked 
and the circumstances surrounding the claim.  
c. What has the Department/agency learned from past Comcare 
claims?  
d. Of those employees who submited a Comcare claim, how many 
returned to work a�er a period of absence?  
 
25. In rela�on to the department/agency:  
a. In the current financial year to date, how many maters have been 
referred to the Fair Work Commission?  
b. Of those maters referred to either, please provide a 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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comprehensive account of the circumstances, redac�ng confiden�al 
informa�on, including in which division the employee is or was 
employed, the nature of the complaint and the nature of the 
determina�on of the Fair Work Commission, Fair Work Ombudsman 
and/or conciliator. 

SQ23-
002360 

Australian 
Digital 
Health 
Agency 

Jane 
Hume 

Use of 
departmen
tal/agency 
credit cards 
in financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Digital 
Health 
Agency 

In rela�on to departmental use of credit cards:  
a. How many credit cards are currently on issue for department or 
agency staff?  
b. What was the value of the largest reported purchase on a credit 
card in financial year 2023/24 to date and what was it for?  
c. How much interest was paid on amounts outstanding from credit 
cards in financial year 2023/24 to date?  
d. How much was paid in late fees on amounts outstanding from 
credit cards in financial year 2023/24 to date?  
e. What was the largest amount outstanding on a single card at the 
end of a payment period in financial year 2023/24 to date?  
f. How many credit cards were reported as lost or stolen in financial 
year 2023/24 to date and what was the cost of their replacement?    
g. How many credit card purchases were deemed to be illegi�mate 
or contrary to department or agency policy in financial year 2023/24 
to date? What was the total value of those purchases? How many 
purchases were asked to be repaid on that basis in financial year 
2023/24 to date and what was the total value thereof? Were all 
those amounts actually repaid? If no, how many were not repaid, 
and what was the total value thereof?  
h. What was the largest purchase that was deemed illegi�mate or 
contrary to department or agency policy and asked to be repaid in 
financial year 2023/243 to date? What that amount actually repaid, 
in full? If no, what amount was le� unpaid?  
i. Are any credit cards currently on issue connected to rewards 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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schemes? Do staff receive any personal benefit as a result of those 
reward schemes?  
j. Please provide a copy of the department or agency's staff credit 
card policy.  
k. Please denote any changes to this policy that have been made 
since February 2023 

SQ23-
002359 

Australian 
Digital 
Health 
Agency 

Jane 
Hume 

Total 
expenditur
e on 
promo�ona
l 
merchandis
e in 
financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
- Australian 
Digital 
Health 
Agency 

22. What was the Department's/agency's total expenditure on 
promo�onal merchandise in financial year 2023/24 to date?   
Please provide an itemised list of the merchandise purchased with 
costs.   
Please provide examples and photographs of the merchandise 
purchased Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002358 

Australian 
Digital 
Health 
Agency 

Jane 
Hume 

Total 
expenditur
e on media 
monitoring, 
adver�sing 
and 
campaigns 
financial 

20. What was the Department's/agency's total expenditure on media 
monitoring services in financial year 2023/24 to date?  
21. What was the Department's/agency's total expenditure on 
adver�sing and informa�on campaigns in financial year 2023/24 to 
date?   
Please provide an itemised list of the campaigns, their purpose, and 
their expected costs. Writen 3/11/2023 
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year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Digital 
Health 
Agency 

SQ23-
002357 

Australian 
Digital 
Health 
Agency 

Jane 
Hume 

Travel costs 
for financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Digital 
Health 
Agency 

16. Please provide an itemised list of the Secretary's/agency deputy 
head's travel for financial year 2023/24 to date, including costs of 
flights and accommoda�on.  
17. Please provide an itemised list of each Deputy Secretary's/agency 
head's travel for financial year 2023/24 to date, including costs of 
flights and accommoda�on.  
19. What was the total cost of staff travel for departmental/agency 
employees in financial year 2023/24 to date? Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002356 

Australian 
Digital 
Health 
Agency 

Jane 
Hume 

Furniture, 
fixtures or 
fi�ngs 
upgraded 
in financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Digital 

15. Were the furniture, fixtures or fi�ngs of the Secretary's/agency 
head's office, or the offices of any Deputy Secretaries/execu�ve 
leadership team members, upgraded in financial year 2023/24 to 
date?   
Please provide an itemised list of costs (GST inclusive). Please 
provide photographs of the works conducted.  
18. Were the facili�es of any of the Departments/agency premises 
upgraded in financial year 2023/24 to date, for example, staff room 
refurbishments, kitchen refurbishments, bathroom refurbishments, 
the purchase of any new fridges, coffee machines, or other kitchen 
equipment?   

Writen 3/11/2023 
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Health 
Agency 

Please provide a detailed descrip�on of the relevant facili�es 
upgraded together with an itemised list of costs (GST inclusive).   
Please provide photographs of the upgraded facili�es. 

SQ23-
002354 

Australian 
Digital 
Health 
Agency 

Jane 
Hume 

Expenditur
e on any 
func�ons 
or official 
recep�ons 
(etc) 
hosted by 
the 
Departmen
t/Agency or 
Ministers/A
ssistant 
Ministers in 
financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Digital 
Health 
Agency 

13. In rela�on to expenditure on any func�ons or official recep�ons 
etc hosted by the Department or agencies in the por�olio in financial 
year 2023/24 to date, please provide the following:  
a. List of func�ons;  
b. List of atendees;  
c. Func�on venue;  
d. Itemised list of costs (GST inclusive);  
e. Details of any food served;  
f. Details of any wines or champagnes served including brand and 
vintage; and  
g. Details of any entertainment provided.  
 
14. In rela�on to any func�ons or official recep�ons hosted by 
Ministers or Assistant Ministers in the por�olio in financial year 
2023/24 to date, please provide the following:  
a. List of func�ons;  
b. List of atendees;  
c. Func�on venue;  
d. Itemised list of costs (GST inclusive);  
e. Details of any food served;  
f. Details of any wines or champagnes served including brand and 
vintage; and  
g. Details of any entertainment provided. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002353 

Australian 
Digital 
Health 
Agency 

Jane 
Hume 

2022-23 
October 
Budget, 

12. In rela�on to the measure in the 2022-23 October Budget, 
Savings from External Labour, and Savings from Adver�sing, Travel 
and Legal Expenses.   

Writen 3/11/2023 
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Savings 
from 
External 
Labour, and 
Savings 
from 
Adver�sing
, Travel and 
Legal 
Expenses - 
Australian 
Digital 
Health 
Agency 

 
a. What was the value of savings that the Department/agency was 
requested to deliver for the 2022-23 year in aggregate?   
b. Has the Department/agency iden�fied the savings they will make 
across the following areas to achieve this cut:   
i. External labour hire   
ii. Consultancy  
iii. Adver�sing campaigns   
iv. Travel   
v. Legal expenses   
 
c. Can the Department/agency provide a breakdown of the funding 
reduc�ons they have made in totality, and in each of the above 
areas, and what they relate to?   
 
d. Has the Department/agency been informed of the cut that will be 
made to their funding in the next financial year, or the rest of the 
forward es�mates?   
 
e. Can the Department/agency confirm the total new number of 
contracts (ongoing and termina�ng) and total cost of these contracts 
issued on AusTender since 30 June 2022 which relate to the 
following areas:   
i. External labour hire   
ii. Consultancy  
iii. Adver�sing campaigns   
iv. Travel   
v. Legal expenses   
 
f. Please provide a breakdown of the value of contracts across each 
area and iden�fy the categories on AusTender which are used to 
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determine the Departments iden�fica�on of the contracts.   
i. Is the Department/agency on track to meet the saving target?   
ii. Has the Department/agency sought an exemp�on or alterna�on 
from/to the savings target?   
iii. If so, why and was it approved? 

SQ23-
002352 

Australian 
Digital 
Health 
Agency 

Jane 
Hume 

List of 
membershi
ps for 
Commonw
ealth 
taskforces - 
Australian 
Digital 
Health 
Agency 

11. Please provide a list of all the Commonwealth taskforces of 
which the Department/agency has membership.   
 
 Please specify where there are changes to the list since May 2023. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002351 

Australian 
Digital 
Health 
Agency 

Jane 
Hume 

List of 
membershi
ps for 
Commonw
ealth inter-
departmen
tal 
commitees  
- Australian 
Digital 
Health 
Agency 

10. Please provide a list of all the Commonwealth inter-departmental 
commitees of which the Department/agency has membership.   
 
Please specify where there are changes to the list since May 2023. Writen 3/11/2023 
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SQ23-
002350 

Australian 
Digital 
Health 
Agency 

Jane 
Hume 

Paper 
usage from 
Australian 
producers 
and 
overseas - 
Australian 
Digital 
Health 
Agency 

9. Please provide the amount of paper the Department/agency 
sources from Australian producers and from overseas producers.   
 
Please provide the amount in dollar value on a financial year basis 
for the last five financial years. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002349 

Australian 
Digital 
Health 
Agency 

Jane 
Hume 

New policy 
proposals 
provided to 
por�olio 
Minister 
offices 
since 1 July 
2023 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Digital 
Health 
Agency 

8. How many New Policy Proposals has the Department/agency 
provided to each Minister in its por�olio since 1 July 2023?   
 
Please provide a list with the number of New Policy Proposals by 
Minister, and the date of the first provided New Policy Proposal. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002348 

Australian 
Digital 
Health 
Agency 

Jane 
Hume 

Mee�ngs 
between 
Secretary/A
gency head 
with 

5. How many mee�ngs has the Secretary/agency head had with the 
Ministers in their por�olio since 1 July 2023?    
 
Please provide a list with the number of mee�ngs by Minister, and 
the date of the first mee�ng with each Minister.   

Writen 3/11/2023 
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Ministers - 
Australian 
Digital 
Health 
Agency 

 
6. How many mee�ngs has the Secretary/agency head had with any 
Ministers not in their por�olio since 1 July 2023?   
 
Please provide a list with the number of mee�ngs by Minister, and 
the date of the first mee�ng with each Minister. 

SQ23-
002347 

Australian 
Digital 
Health 
Agency 

Jane 
Hume 

Departmen
tal staff and 
Departmen
tal Liaison 
Officer's 
allocated to 
por�olio 
Ministers' 
offices - 
Australian 
Digital 
Health 
Agency 

3. How many Departmental Liaison Officers have been allocated to 
each Minister in the por�olio?   
 
Please provide a list that outlines the level of the member of the 
department, the Minister they have been allocated to, and the �me 
they have been allocated to the Minister.  
 
Please denote any change in this alloca�on since May 2023.    
 
4. How many staff have been provided to Ministers offices not in a 
capacity as a Departmental Liaison Officer?  
 
Please provide a list that outlines the level of the member of the 
department, the Minister they have been allocated to, and the �me 
they have been allocated to the Minister.  
 
Please denote any change in this alloca�on since May 2023. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002346 

Australian 
Digital 
Health 
Agency 

Jane 
Hume 

Hospitality 
provided to 
por�olio 
Ministers' 
offices 
since 1 July 

2. Since 1 July 2023, has the Department provided any hospitality in 
Ministers' offices?  
 
 Please specify the date, itemised cost, purpose, and atendees for 
the hospitality.  
 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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2023 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Digital 
Health 
Agency 

 Since 1 July 2023, have there been any amendments to the 
Department's policy on providing hospitality in the Ministers offices?   
 
If so, please provide a copy of the policy and a reference for the 
amendment 

SQ23-
002344 

Australian 
Digital 
Health 
Agency 

Jane 
Hume 

Provision 
and 
turnaround 
of 
Ministerial 
Briefs since 
1 July 2023 
to 26 
October 
2023  - 
Australian 
Digital 
Health 
Agency 

1. Since 1 July 2023, has the Department/Agency been provided with 
advice or a direc�on on a minimum turnaround �me for 
considera�on of briefs by the Minister??  
 
If so, when was this advice provided to the Department?  
 
Please provide the minimum turnaround requirement.   
  
If there has been a change in a previously set minimum turnaround 
requirement, please provide:  
 
the previous turnaround requirement; and the date the change was 
requested.?  
 
7. How many briefs has the Department/agency provided to each 
Minister in its por�olio? Please provide a list with the number of 
briefs for each Minister, and the date of the first provided brief.   
  
How many briefs have been returned to the Department for redra�? 
Please provide a list with the number of briefs for each Minister, and 
the dates of the return of briefs to the Department.? Writen 3/11/2023 
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SQ23-
002076 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Anne 
Ruston 

Health 
Workforce 

1. The last medical workforce report released by the Department of 
Health is from 2018, which leaves a significant vacuum in workforce 
planning. Does the Department have a schedule of medical or health 
workforce reports it intends producing to guide future policy and 
workforce decisions? 
2. Will the Government commit to developing a na�onal 
comprehensive workforce strategy for the en�re care sector? 
3. Are there more vacancies for internships in rural and regional 
hospitals than there are in urban hospitals? 
4. Can you provide updated data on the number of health vacancies 
across Australia? 
5. What is the modelling on the shor�all in health workforce needed 
to fill current vacancies, including GPs, nurses and other medical 
prac��oners? Writen 6/11/2023 

SQ23-
002072 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Anne 
Ruston Payroll Tax 

1. On the 26th of April this year, Minister Butler was asked about 
whether he had concerns about State and Territory Governments 
imposing payroll tax on GP clinics. The Minister said that ''any 
addi�onal costs to general prac�ce is going to be a concern for them 
and for me.'' Does the Department agree with this statement? 
2. Has the Department raised any concerns with state counterparts 
that a GP payroll tax, especially a retrospec�ve tax, will seriously 
harm the GP sector? 
3. Have you done any modelling on the possible impacts of a payroll 
tax on the Medicare system? 
a. When was this modelling completed? 
b. Has it been shared with State and Territory governments or any 
stakeholders? 
4. Should pay-roll taxes be implemented, do you expect this to 
increase the price of seeing a doctor? 
5. Will any costs be passed on to pa�ents? 

Writen 6/11/2023 
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6. Have you heard anecdotal reports that Clinics are decoupling from 
Medicare and bulkbilling and instead privately billing pa�ents 
because they claim they can't afford otherwise? 
7. Just taking one state as an example, but of course this is a 
widespread concern, are you aware that some General Prac�ces 
have already increased their fees in Canberra following the ACT 
Governments decision to only provide an exemp�on from payroll tax 
if they reach a targeted bulk billing rate of 65%? 
a. Are you concerned that this approach from the ACT Government 
is restric�ng the viability of primary care? 
8. Has anyone from the government or Department of Health and 
Aged Care spoke with the ACT Government or Ministers prior to 
their announcement of only providing an exemp�on for GPs if they 
achieve a 65% bulk billing rate? 
a. Can you tell me what advice was provided and who by? 

SQ23-
002080 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Anne 
Ruston 

Formaldehy
de 
Exposure 
Review by 
Safe Work 
Australia 

1. Is the Department aware that Safe Work Australia is comple�ng a 
review of the exposure limits for Formaldehyde? 
2. As I understand, formalin, formaldehyde mixed with water, is used 
in every cancer diagnosis and there is no subs�tute for formalin in 
pathology for diagnosing cancer? Is this correct? 
3. Is the Department aware that Safe Work Australia is undertaking a 
review of the exposure levels of formaldehyde, along with over 400 
other chemicals, and are seeking to reduce the exposure levels from 
1.0 ppm to 0.3 ppm without consulta�on? 
4. Can the Department advise why a review is needed on the 
exposure limits for Formaldehyde? Is there any evidence to suggest a 
review is needed, and if so, what is that evidence? 
5. What are the global exposure standards in other OECD countries? 
6. If this review goes ahead by SWA and the exposure levels from 
SWA are implemented at 0.3ppm, does the Department know if the 

Writen 6/11/2023 
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pathology sector can actually meet these new low requirements? 
7. Why has no impact analysis been undertaken on this by the office 
of impact assessment? 
8. Has there been any consulta�on with the sector, or any input from 
the sector, on this review/any poten�al changes to exposure levels? 
9. It is my understanding that the world's best prac�ce, top of the 
line cu�ng benches that pathologists use to dissect and diagnose 
cancer, that come from Italy, are not cer�fied to this new exposure 
level of 0.3ppm? So how will the sector meet these new levels? 
10. Has the Department modelled the impact of implemen�ng this 
new exposure level on cancer diagnosis in Australia? 
11. Will it delay or even at some pathology labs, stop the diagnosis 
process? 

SQ23-
002020 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

David 
Pocock 

Accrual 
adjustment
s for PBS 

Senator DAVID POCOCK: Sure. So it's not unusual in a seven-week 
period to have something go from a projected $89 million to $1.1 
billion? 
Mr Comley: Senator, Mr Hicks is probably best placed to answer that 
ques�on. 
Mr Hicks: Senator, there's a bit of a-I think what I'd like to do is come 
back a touch later this a�ernoon and describe the accrual cash split 
as it relates to this. The accrual cash difference is its own story that 
we need to just sort of step through for you. But I don't have a step-
by-step that nails that. 
Senator DAVID POCOCK: Sure. But can I just clarify: the $89 million at 
budget �me was the forecast of what you thought PBS payments 
would be? 
Mr Hicks: The forecast on the budget side would be- 
Senator DAVID POCOCK: So the accrual adjustments for the PBS 
went from $89 million at budget �me to $1.1 billion on 30 June in 
your annual report. I'm just trying to work out why is there such a 

49 
26/10/202
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big discrepancy. 
Mr Hicks: Yes. So the discrepancy in terms of the rela�onship 
between cash and accrual is something that we'll come back to. As it 
relates to the es�mate varia�on is a different piece. I think what I'd 
like to do is just come back, step through that and make the link, if 
that's okay. 
Senator DAVID POCOCK: Sure. Thank you. 

SQ23-
002011 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Anne 
Ruston 

Applica�on
s for new 
pharmacies 

Senator RUSTON: Secretary, before the break Senator Urquhart was 
asking ques�ons about the bulkbilling incen�ve. I was wondering 
whether that's appropriate in outcome 2 or outcome 1. 
Mr Comley: Outcome 2. 
Senator RUSTON: I have three lines of ques�oning. Can I also follow 
up on some answers that you gave to Senator Urquhart in rela�on to 
applica�ons for new pharmacies. You said there were 48; is that 
correct? 
Ms Shakespeare: I did. 
Senator RUSTON: Of those applica�ons, how many have been 
awarded? 
Ms Shakespeare: I do have the approval number so far. If I just go 
back to those tables-18. 
Senator RUSTON: So 18 out of 48? 
Ms Shakespeare: So far for that period in 2023. 
Senator RUSTON: How many of the 18 that were awarded are for 
opioid dosing clinics that previously happened? 
Ms Shakespeare: I don't have that data. 
Senator RUSTON: Would it be possible to get that? 
Ms Shakespeare: We can take that on no�ce for you. 37 

26/10/202
3 

SQ23-
002069 

Department 
of Health 

Anne 
Ruston 

Vaping/Illici
t Tobacco 1. Can the Department provide a �meframe for when the public 

health informa�on campaign to discourage Australians from taking 
Writen 6/11/2023 
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and Aged 
Care 

up vaping and smoking will be developed and launched? 
2. Is this strategy harmonised between Commonwealth and State 
public health departments? 
3. Could the Department detail any addi�onal funding or resources 
provided to the Therapeu�c Goods Administra�on (TGA) to support 
ABF's enforcement ac�vi�es? 
4. Can you elaborate on the specific outcomes an�cipated from this 
added support? 
5. Given the increasing challenge in addressing the illicit distribu�on 
of Nico�ne Vaping Products, par�cularly on retail and online 
pla�orms, and the necessity for an effec�vely harmonised and 
impac�ul enforcement response across states, can the Department 
please outline the planned measures to address illicit distribu�on? 
6. What punishments will be used for distribu�ng illicit Vaping 
Products? 
7. What key performance indicators will be used to gauge the 
success of the Minister's proposed enforcement strategy against the 
illicit Nico�ne Vaping Products market? 
8. Is the Department aware of the recent accelera�on in the growth 
of the illicit tobacco market and the recent media reports of the 
escala�on in violence among rival organised crime groups? 
9. Does the Department provide regular briefings to the Minister on 
this mater? 
10. Has the Department briefed other Departments on this mater? 
11. Without preemp�ng the outcomes of the Commitee's Inquiry 
into the Public Health (Tobacco and Other Products Bill) 2023 – what 
responsibility will the Department take for enforcement of these 
new laws, beyond what they've taken so far under the exis�ng 
legisla�on? 
12. What is the status of the working group and the Na�onal 
Response to Vaping, and have state and territory health ministers 
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received any dra� legisla�on to extend the opera�on of the 
Therapeu�c Goods Act to restrict the importa�on, manufacture, and 
supply of all vapes? 
13. The Health Ministers Mee�ng Communique from September 
2023 stated that all Health Ministers agreed that the involvement of 
police law enforcement agencies would be cri�cal, and that a 
mee�ng of health and police Ministers should be scheduled as soon 
as prac�cal. Has that mee�ng taken place? 
14. Which state and territory officials is the TGA planning to make 
responsible for enforcement of the Therapeu�c Goods Act? 

SQ23-
002175 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Anne 
Ruston 

Inspector 
General 

1. I note the Inspector General's progress report makes comment on 
the Support at Home program and specifically states it ''is s�ll 
subject to further policy development and is yet to be fully funded.'' 
(page 10). When is funding intended to be provided for this 
program? 
2. I also note the Inspector General was very clear in his commentary 
around stakeholder engagement – as he stated ''Almost all stressed 
the need for greater engagement, expressing uncertainty around the 
Government's approach for implementa�on. Several highlighted the 
delays in implemen�ng Support at Home, and made calls for clear 
�melines for delivery.'' How is the Government responding to this? 
3. Is the department aware of ‘uncertainty around the Government's 
approach for implementa�on'? 
4. Does the Department agree with the Inspector General that 
stakeholders are in need of greater engagement? 
5. What is the Government doing in regard to producing an 
implementa�on �meframe for the support at home program? Writen 6/11/2023 

SQ23-
002042 

Australian 
Radiation 
Protection 

Barbara 
Pocock 

Advice 
provided to 

In October 2022 advice was provided to the ARPANSA CEO by the 
ARPANSA Radia?? (Radia�on) Health and Safety Council on 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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and Nuclear 
Safety 
Agency 

ARPANSA 
CEO by 
Radia�on 
Health and 
Safety 
Council 
advice on 
regulatory 
principles 
for nuclear 
submarines 

regulatory principles for nuclear submarines. How has ARPANSA 
responded to the issues raised in the Radia�on Health and Safety 
Council advice? 

SQ23-
001984 

Aged Care 
Quality and 
Safety 
Commission 

Janet 
Rice 

Conflict of 
interest 
with 
workforce 
suppliers 

Senator RICE: Who are the workforce suppliers? 
Ms Anderson: There were four of them. We took the decision to 
reduce the number of suppliers to three at the beginning of this 
financial year. The four we had ini�ally were RSM, HDAA, SAI Global 
and KPMG. We have now con�nued with three of those four 
suppliers by dropping off SAI Global.  
Senator RICE: I obviously know of KPMG. Who are RSM and HDAA? 
Ms Anderson: The best descrip�on I can offer of those organisa�ons 
is that they are workforce suppliers. 
Senator RICE: Have any of these companies worked for or run aged-
care facili�es? 
Ms Anderson: Certainly not as far as I'm aware. But if you're reaching 
for the poten�al for conflict of interest- 
Senator RICE: Yes. 
Ms Anderson: We have a very rigorous process opera�ng at mul�ple 
levels. The tendering included provisions in the requirements to 
declare conflicts of interest. Before we allocate a site audit to one of 
these suppliers, we require them to rou�nely declare interest and 
then specifically declare whether they have any interests in rela�on 

111 
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to the provider. There have been circumstances where they have 
declared an interest and we have not given them the site audit and 
directed it to one of the other suppliers. 
Senator RICE: What interests have they declared? 
Ms Anderson: 
I couldn't go to specifics. Generally, it would be that they have 
worked for that provider at some �me in the past. 
Senator RICE: Could you provide on no�ce those conflicts of interest 
that have been declared? 
Ms Anderson: Yes. 

SQ23-
001985 

Aged Care 
Quality and 
Safety 
Commission 

Janet 
Rice 

Criteria for 
choosing 
workforce 
providers 

Senator RICE: You went through an open tender process. How did 
you decide which of these workforce providers to contract? What 
were the criteria that they were chosen under? 
Ms Anderson: Senator, I would be pleased to take that on no�ce. 
Senator RICE: Do any of them have any specialised knowledge of 
aged care? 
Ms Anderson: I would be happier checking back to look at the 
specific requirements. They were extensive. We had a team of 
people on the evalua�on panel who spent weeks on this. It was a 
very thorough process. We had legal advisers, probity advisers and 
financial advisers. 111 

26/10/202
3 

SQ23-
001986 

Aged Care 
Quality and 
Safety 
Commission 

Janet 
Rice 

Number of 
workforce 
suppliers 
that ACQSC 
followed up 
with and 
rejected 

Senator RICE: It was reported in the Guardian that the commission 
created a dedicate quality assurance team to support contractors. 
Ms Anderson: That is correct. We also have a quality assurance team 
running across all of our quality assessment and monitoring 
processes. 
Senator RICE: The report said that it underes�mated the 
complexi�es, volume and standards of work required in report 
prepara�on and gathering documented evidence required by the 

111-112 
26/10/202
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their ini�al 
audit 

commission to make a decision on compliance. How do you respond 
to that claim? 
Ms Anderson: It is true. We have had occasion to work closely with 
these workforce suppliers to ensure that they understood exactly 
what we required of them. I think that the public purse needs to be 
efficiently spent, and we were determined, and con�nue to be 
determined, to get the best possible quality from them. There have 
been instances where we have declined to accept one of their 
reports and have required that they undertake further work on it in 
order to meet our quality benchmarks.  
Senator RICE: How many audits have the third party providers 
conducted? 
Ms Anderson: They undertook just over 1,000 in 2022-23. The target 
is significantly lower this year at around 600. 
Senator RICE: On what I've got here, it was out of a total of 1,457. 
This was 970. That is just over 1,000 out of how many of your audits? 
Ms Anderson: That figure sounds about right, Senator. I'm not sure 
that I can move to that quickly enough.  
Senator RICE: How many of those did you then have to follow up and 
say that you needed them to do more work and you rejected their 
ini�al audit? 
Ms Anderson: A small propor�on. If you want the precise number, I 
can give it to you on no�ce, Senator. 

SQ23-
001987 

Aged Care 
Quality and 
Safety 
Commission 

Janet 
Rice 

Wages and 
condi�ons 
of 
employees 
employed 
by 

Senator RICE: What is the extra cost, through employing the teams 
through these workforce suppliers, compared with if you had the 
capacity to do it yourself? 
Ms Anderson: We were asked that ques�on by Mr Tune when he 
was undertaking the independent capability review. We looked at it 
closely. At the �me we were responding to that ques�on, the costs 
were broadly equivalent. 

112-113 
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workforce 
suppliers 

Senator RICE: But you are obviously paying a premium of some sort 
to the organisa�ons to be employing the staff to do it. You are saying 
that their management costs are cheaper than your management 
costs would have been? Are the staff paid the same as if they had 
been employed by the commission? 
Ms Anderson: I'm unaware of their- 
Senator RICE: You don't know? 
Ms Anderson: No. They are employed by these workforce suppliers. 
Senator RICE: And you don't know whether their wages and 
condi�ons are the same as what they would have been if they had 
been employed by the commission? 
Ms Anderson: I don't know the specifics. I'm happy to look into that 
more closely if that's something you want me to follow up. 
Senator RICE: Yes. Take that on no�ce, please. 

SQ23-
001988 

Aged Care 
Quality and 
Safety 
Commission 

Janet 
Rice 

Extra cost 
in 
establishing 
a quality 
assurance 
team 

Senator RICE:...Was it an extra cost to establish the quality assurance 
team, or was it ini�ally envisaged to be within the scope of the 
project? 
Ms Anderson: It is the case that we had to establish a contract 
management team. That obviously was a cost that we hadn't 
incurred previously. The quality assurance processes were an 
extension, as I said earlier, of what we were already pu�ng into 
place for our own quality assessors. 
Senator RICE: What was that extra cost, then, of establishing that 
team? 
Ms Anderson: I'm happy to take that on no�ce. 113 

26/10/202
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SQ23-
001989 

Aged Care 
Quality and 
Safety 
Commission 

Janet 
Rice 

Length of 
the quality 
assessor 

Senator RICE: Are you going to con�nue to work with these 
outsourced teams? 
Ms Anderson: Well, as I say, we've already reduced the suppliers 
from four to three. We have standing orders that expire at the end of 

113 
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training 
program 

this financial year. At the moment, we are reviewing the plans as to 
whether we will con�nue to need them ongoing. Using this 
addi�onal workforce allows us to use our quality assessors within 
the commission on risk based work. We are very keen to do more of 
that as it has become available to us by virtue of having the 
expanded workforce. 
Senator RICE: When will you make a decision as to whether you 
con�nue to have an outsourced workforce? 
Ms Anderson: Some commercial considera�ons will come into play. I 
expect that we will be determining that towards the end of the first 
quarter next year, so quarter 3 of financial year 2023-24. 
Senator RICE: What sort of training do safety auditors have to do? 
Ms Anderson: I would be happy to provide a program on no�ce. The 
quality assessor training program has been reviewed fairly 
extensively in the last litle while. It is a composite of technical skills 
and theore�cal skills, a broad understanding of things like 
administra�ve law but also what an auditor should look for-the basis 
on which evidence is discovered and evaluated and then put into a 
report in order for a quality assessor to conclude whether a service is 
compliant or not compliant with a par�cular standard or 
requirement.  
Senator RICE: How long is the training? What is the length and type 
of training that is required? 
Ms Anderson: I know the answer that would have applied about six 
months ago. I would prefer to check my understanding before I 
answer. It was eight weeks, but I'm just not sure because we've 
moved it. There's now also 
a field component. It's a much stronger program than it was before. 
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SQ23-
001990 

Aged Care 
Quality and 
Safety 
Commission 

Janet 
Rice 

Work 
condi�ons 
of auditors 

Senator RICE: What type of people? What is the background of the 
type of people? Do they have par�cular qualifica�ons before they do 
this training? 
Ms Anderson: No. That's interes�ng. We have atracted a number of 
clinically qualified individuals, some of whom make fine auditors and 
some of whom don't have that ins�nct. We've had people who have 
worked in fisheries and in road transport. They have made fine 
auditors. 
Senator RICE: If they are employed as an auditor by the commission, 
is that an ongoing role? 
Ms Anderson: It can be, but it does not have to be. 
Senator RICE: So the auditors employed by the commission, are they 
a mixture, then- 
Ms Anderson: They are. 
Senator RICE: of ongoing permanent staff and contract posi�ons? 
Ms Anderson: We have significantly reduced the number of 
contractor posi�ons in alignment with the government's 
expecta�ons that government agencies do that. We used to have 25 
to 30 per cent contractors. That has been at least halved, if not more 
than that. The balance are ongoing or non-ongoing. They are public 
servants, but they have a limited or finite engagement with us. 
Senator RICE: Obviously those people who are employed by your 
employment firms are not public servants? 
Ms Anderson: That's correct. 
Senator RICE: And they're not ongoing posi�ons? 
Ms Anderson: I couldn't speak for those workforce suppliers, 
Senator. 
Senator RICE: Can you find that out? I would have thought due 
diligence of the work condi�ons that those people are employed 
under would be something that the commission would need to 
know. 
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Ms Anderson: I'm not sure. 
Senator RICE: Otherwise you're outsourcing your responsibility for 
ensuring that there are appropriate work 
condi�ons. Can you take on no�ce, then, the condi�ons of the 
people employed by those agencies? 
Ms Anderson: Yes, Senator 

SQ23-
001991 

Aged Care 
Quality and 
Safety 
Commission 

Janet 
Rice 

Number of 
auditors 
employed 
by the 
Commissio
n and 
employed 
by external 
providers 

Senator RICE: Could you also take on no�ce the number of auditors 
employed by the commission and the numbers employed by the 
companies that you are engaging? 
Ms Anderson: Yes. I'm happy to, Senator. 114 

26/10/202
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Senator RUSTON:  What is the current APS staffing level at the 
Department of Health and Aged Care?  
Mr Wann:  Our budgeted staffing level is currently 5,671. That has 
been increasing gradually.   
Senator RUSTON:  How does that compare, year on year, for the last 
five years? Are we seeing a significant  
increase or decrease in that number?  
Mr Wann:  We have seen progressive increases—I can get those 
numbers for you—over the last few years,  
mainly in rela�on to the work that needs to be done. Par�cularly 
over COVID there was a very rapid increase.  
Another major piece of work is in aged-care transforma�on, in 
response to the royal commission findings. Those  
two together led to a significant increase, and there is a long tail to 
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that. So it is a healthy ASL at the moment.  
Senator RUSTON:  Is there any ability for you to define the one-off 
impacts on the ASL of COVID and the  
aged-care reform process?  
Mr Wann:  To take that away?  
Senator RUSTON:  Since the start of COVID we have seen a 47 per 
cent increase in departmental staffing  
levels. One would have expected there to be a significant increase 
during COVID. I accept that there will be an  
increase as a result of the aged-care reforms. There is a 234 per cent 
increase in the number of people who are  
working at the Aged Care Quality and Safety Commission; so there 
would be a significant increase in ASL there.  
But given that we are coming off the tail of the intensity of COVID, 
where is the shi�? What is the base level of  
staffing at the department and what can be atributed to COVID? 
How much of that COVID increase is no longer  
required because we are in a status quo situa�on? How much 
applies to the reforms being undertaken in aged  
care?  
Mr Wann:  We could disaggregate, taking out the impacts of those 
measures. Some of them will have a tail.  
Aged-care appropria�on has jumped significantly from five years 
ago, when it was $17 billion or $18 billion a  
year; now it is $34 billion. A stepped increase will be maintained in 
aged care. Even in rela�on to COVID it will  
come off.  
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Department 
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Senator RUSTON: You can do it this a�ernoon or whenever the 
outcome about 60-day dispensing comes up. 
I would be keen to understand, of the percentage of scripts—the 
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and Aged 
Care 

200,000 that the minister just referred to that 
have been writen since this came in on 1 September—how many of 
the people who receive those scripts actually 
get two-for-the-price-of-one medica�ons? 
Ms Shakespeare: We will see what we can provide. We will have to 
go back to the data held, which comes in 
to us from Services Australia, to work through how long that will take 
to extract. 
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Voice to 
Parliament 
leter - 
Adver�sme
nt  

Senator RUSTON: In ge�ng some informa�on back: were the 
signatories to the leter aware of the broad-scale adver�sing 
campaign that was going to be applied to their agreement to be a 
party to this document? 
Senator Gallagher: I will see if we can provide further informa�on 
about that. 20-21 

26/10/202
3 

SQ23-
002884 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Anne 
Ruston 

Impact 
assessemtn 
for cost at 
pharmacy 
fro co-
payment  

Senator RUSTON: Could you please provide that. I have read the 
impact assessment from beginning to end, 
several �mes, and I can say that I have never seen anything in there 
that would show me any modelling at all. 
Ms Shakespeare: We will get you a copy of the impact assessment. 
Senator RUSTON: If so, could you provide the modelling that was the 
basis on which you provided that so- 
called informa�on. You are saying that it is in the impact assessment. 22 

26/10/202
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Senator Gallagher: Well, I can speak from the government's decision-
making point of view. This was about a 
significant investment into primary care and into Medicare bulk 
billing in the acknowledgement that what we 
were hearing back was that was under pressure and we didn't want 
to see—we wanted to act quickly. We didn't 
want to see par�cularly those vulnerable Australians—who would 

51 
26/10/202
3 



597 
 

essen�ally, if bulk billing rates deteriorated, 
miss out on access to health care. We see it very much as an 
investment in Medicare. We hope that it 
incen�vises—and believe it will—GPs themselves who, I think, in 
response to the investment by government, 
have acknowledged that it is a game changer as far as they're 
concerned around incen�ves for bulk billing. 
Senator RUSTON: Who said that, Minister? 
Senator Gallagher: 
I think it was a GP body. I'll see if I can find it. But there was 
definitely a group that 
came out— 
Mr McCabe: It was either the AMA or the RACGP. 
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Medicine 
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Senator STEELE-JOHN: I'll go now to Vyvanse. I'll come now to the 
shortage of ADHD medica�ons. Professor, many people have 
reached out to me deeply concerned about the shortage of ADHD 
medica�ons and that those shortages are ge�ng worse. Is it correct 
that the 30 milligram Vyvanse is on the medicine shortage list? 
Prof. Lawler: It is correct that there is a current shortage of 30 
milligram capsules of Vyvanse. That is expected currently to resolve 
on 31 December. An an�cipated shortage of Vyvanse 20 milligrams 
was resolved on 9 October. In fact, that shortage did not eventuate. 
Other strengths of Vyvanse are not expected to be affected. The 
shortage itself is global and due to manufacturing issues. We're 
working closely with the sponsor, as we do with all shortages, and 
health professionals to expedite deliveries to Australia and to 
manually allocate stock to ensure equitable supply and to prevent 
stockpiling. The sponsor, Takeda Pharmaceu�cals, sent a leter to 
prescribers and pharmacists on 10 August 2023 with informa�on 
about the shortage; advice to limit new ini�a�ons to ease demand 

58-59 
26/10/202
3 



598 
 

where possible and to enable, thereby, maintenance of Vyvanse for 
pa�ents who are already established on that therapy; and to provide 
contact details for health care professionals to contact Takeda 
directly for informa�on as required.Senator STEELE-JOHN: Thank 
you. Just to make sure we have that correctly, the 30 milligram tablet 
is on the shortage list and is expected, you said, I think, to be 
resolved by 31 December? 
Prof. Lawler: That's right, Senator. 
Senator STEELE-JOHN: Does that mean that on 31 December there 
will no longer be a shortage? 
Prof. Lawler: We expect the shortage to resolve by 31 December. It 
may be earlier than that. I will highlight that there can some�mes be 
some supply chain challenges to restoring universal and 
homogenous supply across the country. 
Senator STEELE-JOHN: How long has it been on the list? 
Prof. Lawler: We have on the medicine shortage database, which is a 
publicly accessible database, that the 
supply impact dates have been from 7 August to 31 December 2023 
for the 30 milligram tablets. That's my 
understanding. If there's any correc�on to that, I can certainly 
provide it. 
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Senator Gallagher: We're very proud of the urgent care clinic 
program. So 33 are open out of 58. The minister has been consistent 
before the elec�on and this year that the clinics would open from 
July 2023, with all being open by the end of the year. We are on track 
to do that. In terms of hours of opera�on, in implemen�ng the 
commitments, we've had to work within the system and with the 
resources available. In some instances, where there are staff 
shortages for the reasons that everyone on this commitee is clearly 
aware of, some of those urgent care clinics will be open for reduced 
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hours. That will be part of an ini�al arrangement to get them open 
as soon as possible, with an agreement that when hours can be 
extended, they will be. We will keep working with PHNs and state 
and territory governments on delivering this new model of care. I 
know you are really hoping that they fail, Senator Ruston, but the 
early advice is that they are going very well. They are being well 
received. There have been over 50,000 presenta�ons across the 
clinics that are open. They are definitely mee�ng a need across the 
country. Nearly one-third of pa�ents have been under 15 years of 
age, which we knew would be a target group. Nearly one-third of 
visits have taken place on weekends. On weekdays, more than one in 
five visits has taken place a�er 6 o'clock, which is exactly the area we 
were trying to reach. We are providing access to affordable and, in 
this case, free health care out of hours for low acuity presenta�ons 
that don't need to present to emergency departments. It's a new 
program and a new way of providing care. From my assessment, 
a�er being a health minister I think for almost eight years, I would 
say it's going incredibly well. 
Senator RUSTON: We look forward to the data provided by the 
department to see whether that's actually the case. 

SQ23-
002886 

Department 
of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Janet 
Rice 

Reasons 
Miles 
Morgan 
was 
selected to 
do the 
contact for 
Meal on 
Wheels 

Senator RICE: Can you give me any details that you are able to give 
me, please, about why Miles Morgan 
was selected to do the contract and any evalua�on you have done 
over the period of the contract? Thank you. 
Mr Herald: Yes. 99 
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Sonice 
Healthcare 
Payments  

16. How much does the government pay to CSL and Sonic Healthcare 
for various government health related contracts for the 12 months 
ending 30th June 2023, 30th June 2022, 30th June 2021 and 30th 
June 2020. Writen 3/11/2023 
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Warranty in 
Covid-19 
vaccine 

62. Does Pfizer provide a warranty in the Covid-19 vaccine contract 
with the Australian Government that the product has been 
manufactured in material accordance with current Good 
Manufacturing Prac�ces? Writen 3/11/2023 
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leter to 
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Departmen
t of Health 
and Aged 
Care 

Senator RUSTON:  Do you think it's likely to be available? Regarding 
some of the informa�on in there, I was  
hoping to be able to save �me by reading the informa�on and then 
prosecu�ng the issue. Do you have any idea of  
whether we're likely to see that informa�on?  
Mr Comley:  It's a mater for the minister's office at the moment.  
Senator RUSTON:  Minister, is there any chance that you may be able 
to facilitate that?  
Senator Gallagher:  I'll see if there's anything that I can do. I was 
aware that there had been a leter writen,  
but I wasn't aware of where the response was, so I'll see what I can 
do.  13-14 
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40. It was reported in the The Age and Sydney Morning Herald by 
journalists Richard Baker, Nick McKenzie and Hannah Bowers that Mr 
Richard Prat said that he had donated $1 million to the Voice 
referendum's Yes campaign because he had fielded a request to do 
so from a senior adviser to Prime Minister Anthony Albanese.  
a. Have any personal staff in the Office of the Minister solicited or 
encouraged dona�ons to the YES Campaign prior to or during the 
course of the referendum campaign? 
b. Have any personal staff in the Office of the Minister solicited or 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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encouraged dona�ons to the YES Campaign on the basis of policy 
decisions? 
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39. Does the department/agency allow for the use of ChatGPT on 
the internal network?  
 
If so, what risk management and governance mechanisms are in 
place to protect government data?  
a. Please provide the department/agency policy on use of ar�ficial 
intelligence. Writen 3/11/2023 
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38. How many staff have a flexible work arrangement in place that 
enables them to work from home?  
a. Please provide a breakdown including; 
i. The propor�on of staff who work from home one day a week?  
ii. The propor�on of staff who work from home two days a week?  
iii. The propor�on of staff who work from home three days a week?  
iv. The propor�on of staff who work from home four days a week?  
v. The propor�on of staff who work from home five days a week?  
b. What is the annual cost of ren�ng out office space for employees? 
c. Please provide a copy of the department/agency's work from 
home policy. Writen 3/11/2023 
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Na�onal 

37. For the por�olio, please provide a list of the ten largest 
movements of funds in the most recent financial year, including a 
profile of the forward es�mates for the impact of the movement. Writen 3/11/2023 
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36. For the por�olio, please provide a list of the ten largest es�mate 
varia�ons in the most recent financial year. Writen 3/11/2023 
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35. How many freedom of informa�on applica�ons have been 
received by the Minister's office since 1 July 2023? 
Please provide a breakdown including; 
a. the number of applica�ons by Minister, 
i. the number of applica�ons that are yet to be decided; 
ii. the number of applica�ons refused; and 
iii. the number of applica�ons overdue, including the number of days 
overdue. Writen 3/11/2023 
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informa�on 
applica�on

34. How many freedom of informa�on applica�ons has the 
department/agency received since 1 July 2023? 
Please provide a breakdown of the number including; 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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2023 - 
Na�onal 
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Tribunal 

a. the number of applica�ons withdrawn; 
b. the number of applica�ons refused under sec�on 34 of the 
Freedom of Informa�on Act 1982; 
c. the number of applica�ons refused under sec�on 24 of the 
Freedom of Informa�on Act 1982; 
d. the number of applica�ons refused under sec�on 24A of the 
Freedom of Informa�on Act 1982; 
e. the number of applica�ons subject to internal review; 
f. the number of applica�ons subject to review by the OAIC; 
g. the number of applica�ons subject to review by the AAT; 
h. the number of applica�ons subject to review by the Federal Court; 
and 
i. the number of applica�ons where the original decision has been 
overturned. 
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Na�onal 

33. Has the department/agency provided any Minister's office with 
market research conducted in rela�on to a  
commonwealth Informa�on and Adver�sing Campaign? 
Please provide a list of the Ministers and the date on which they 
were provided the research. Writen 3/11/2023 
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32. Please provide the number of current ASL allocated to the 
department/agency as at 1 July 2023. 
 
Please provide:  
a. Total number of ASL;  
b. Total number of FTE by APS classifica�on; 
c. the number of ASL allocated to each outcome for which the 
department/agency is responsible; and 
d. the number of FTE, by classifica�on, allocated to each outcome for 
which the department/agency is responsible; and 
e. The number of FTE posi�ons that are not currently filled, broken 
down by classifica�on. Writen 3/11/2023 
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31. Since 1 July 2023, has the department / agency ever received a 
request from a por�olio minister's office seeking data or informa�on 
separated out by electorate?  
a. Please provide a list of all requests, including any �meframe 
provided for a response, whether a response was provided, and the 
context of the request if provided.  
b. Please provide a copy of all responses to the request. Writen 3/11/2023 
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29. How many new en��es (including advisory boards and agencies) 
have been created within the por�olio since May 2022?  
Please list each en�ty, its purpose, and the date it was created. 
 
30. How many new en��es (including advisory boards and agencies) 
have been wound up, amalgamated, ceased or disbanded since May 
2022? 
Please list each en�ty, its purpose, and the date it was wound up, 
amalgamated, ceased, or disbanded. Writen 3/11/2023 
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28. Please provide a list of the interdepartmental commitees that 
the department/agency par�cipates in or provides representa�on to. 
 
Please provide: 
a. the name of the interdepartmental commitee; 
b. a list of the membership; 
c. the date it was established; and 
d. its purpose. 
 
 
10. Please provide a list of all the Commonwealth inter-departmental 
commitees of which the Department/agency has membership.  
 
Please specify where there are changes to the list since May 2023. Writen 3/11/2023 
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26. Please provide a list of the number of reviews that the 
department/agency is currently conduc�ng.  
Please provide: 
a. the name of the review; 
b. the purpose of the review; 
c. the name or names of the reviewer(s); 
d. the remunera�on for each of the reviewer(s); 
e. the budgeted cost of the review; 
f. the amount spent to date; and 
g. the date the review is due to be completed. 
 
27. Please provide a list of the number of reviews that the 
department/agency has completed since 1 July 2022.  
Please provide:  
a. the name of the review; 
b. the purpose of the review; 
c. the name or names of the reviewer(s); 
d. the remunera�on for each of the reviewer(s); 
e. the budgeted cost of the review; 
f. the amount spent; 
g. the date the review was due to be completed; 
h. the date the review was completed; 
i. the date the review was provided to the Department; 
j. the date the review was provided to the Minister; and 
k. the date the review was provided to the Minister's office. Writen 3/11/2023 
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24. In rela�on to department/agency: 
a. In the current financial year to date, how many maters have been 
referred to Comcare? 
b. Of those claims referred to Comcare, redac�ng confiden�al 
informa�on, advise in which division the claimant works or worked 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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2023 - 
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and the circumstances surrounding the claim. 
c. What has the Department/agency learned from past Comcare 
claims? 
d. Of those employees who submited a Comcare claim, how many 
returned to work a�er a period of absence? 
 
25. In rela�on to the department/agency: 
a. In the current financial year to date, how many maters have been 
referred to the Fair Work Commission? 
b. Of those maters referred to either, please provide a 
comprehensive account of the circumstances, redac�ng confiden�al 
informa�on, including in which division the employee is or was 
employed, the nature of the complaint and the nature of the 
determina�on of the Fair Work Commission, Fair Work Ombudsman 
and/or conciliator. 
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In rela�on to departmental use of credit cards: 
a. How many credit cards are currently on issue for department or 
agency staff? 
b. What was the value of the largest reported purchase on a credit 
card in financial year 2023/24 to date and what was it for? 
c. How much interest was paid on amounts outstanding from credit 
cards in financial year 2023/24 to date? 
d. How much was paid in late fees on amounts outstanding from 
credit cards in financial year 2023/24 to date? 
e. What was the largest amount outstanding on a single card at the 
end of a payment period in financial year 2023/24 to date? 
f. How many credit cards were reported as lost or stolen in financial 
year 2023/24 to date and what was the cost of their replacement?   
g. How many credit card purchases were deemed to be illegi�mate 
or contrary to department or agency policy in financial year 2023/24 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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to date? What was the total value of those purchases? How many 
purchases were asked to be repaid on that basis in financial year 
2023/24 to date and what was the total value thereof? Were all 
those amounts actually repaid? If no, how many were not repaid, 
and what was the total value thereof? 
h. What was the largest purchase that was deemed illegi�mate or 
contrary to department or agency policy and asked to be repaid in 
financial year 2023/243 to date? What that amount actually repaid, 
in full? If no, what amount was le� unpaid? 
i. Are any credit cards currently on issue connected to rewards 
schemes? Do staff receive any personal benefit as a result of those 
reward schemes? 
j. Please provide a copy of the department or agency's staff credit 
card policy. 
k. Please denote any changes to this policy that have been made 
since February 2023 
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22. What was the Department's/agency's total expenditure on 
promo�onal merchandise in financial year 2023/24 to date?  
 
Please provide an itemised list of the merchandise purchased with 
costs.  
 
Please provide examples and photographs of the merchandise 
purchased Writen 3/11/2023 
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20. What was the Department's/agency's total expenditure on media 
monitoring services in financial year 2023/24 to date? 
 
21. What was the Department's/agency's total expenditure on 
adver�sing and informa�on campaigns in financial year 2023/24 to 
date?  
 
Please provide an itemised list of the campaigns, their purpose, and 
their expected costs. Writen 3/11/2023 
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16. Please provide an itemised list of the Secretary's/agency deputy 
head's travel for financial year 2023/24 to date, including costs of 
flights and accommoda�on. 
 
17. Please provide an itemised list of each Deputy Secretary's/agency 
head's travel for financial year 2023/24 to date, including costs of 
flights and accommoda�on. 
 
19. What was the total cost of staff travel for departmental/agency 
employees in financial year 2023/24 to date? Writen 3/11/2023 
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15. Were the furniture, fixtures or fi�ngs of the Secretary's/agency 
head's office, or the offices of any Deputy Secretaries/execu�ve 
leadership team members, upgraded in financial year 2023/24 to 
date?  
 
Please provide an itemised list of costs (GST inclusive). Please 
provide photographs of the works conducted. 
 
18. Were the facili�es of any of the Departments/agency premises 
upgraded in financial year 2023/24 to date, for example, staff room 
refurbishments, kitchen refurbishments, bathroom refurbishments, 
the purchase of any new fridges, coffee machines, or other kitchen 
equipment?  
 
Please provide a detailed descrip�on of the relevant facili�es 
upgraded together with an itemised list of costs (GST inclusive).  
 
Please provide photographs of the upgraded facili�es. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002927 

National 
Sports 
Tribunal 

Jane 
Hume 

Expenditur
e on any 
func�ons 
or official 
recep�ons 
(etc) 
hosted by 
the 
Departmen
t/Agency or 
Ministers/A
ssistant 

13. In rela�on to expenditure on any func�ons or official recep�ons 
etc hosted by the Department or agencies in the por�olio in financial 
year 2023/24 to date, please provide the following: 
a. List of func�ons; 
b. List of atendees; 
c. Func�on venue; 
d. Itemised list of costs (GST inclusive); 
e. Details of any food served; 
f. Details of any wines or champagnes served including brand and 
vintage; and 
g. Details of any entertainment provided. 
 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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Ministers in 
financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Na�onal 
Sports 
Tribunal 

14. In rela�on to any func�ons or official recep�ons hosted by 
Ministers or Assistant Ministers in the por�olio in financial year 
2023/24 to date, please provide the following: 
a. List of func�ons; 
b. List of atendees; 
c. Func�on venue; 
d. Itemised list of costs (GST inclusive); 
e. Details of any food served; 
f. Details of any wines or champagnes served including brand and 
vintage; and 
g. Details of any entertainment provided. 

SQ23-
002926 

National 
Sports 
Tribunal 

Jane 
Hume 

2022-23 
October 
Budget, 
Savings 
from 
External 
Labour, and 
Savings 
from 
Adver�sing
, Travel and 
Legal 
Expenses - 
Na�onal 
Sports 
Tribunal 

12. In rela�on to the measure in the 2022-23 October Budget, 
Savings from External Labour, and Savings from Adver�sing, Travel 
and Legal Expenses.  
a. What was the value of savings that the Department/agency was 
requested to deliver for the 2022-23 year in aggregate?  
 
b. Has the Department/agency iden�fied the savings they will make 
across the following areas to achieve this cut:  
i. External labour hire  
ii. Consultancy 
iii. Adver�sing campaigns  
iv. Travel  
v. Legal expenses  
 
c. Can the Department/agency provide a breakdown of the funding 
reduc�ons they have made in totality, and in each of the above 
areas, and what they relate to?  
 
d. Has the Department/agency been informed of the cut that will be 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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made to their funding in the next financial year, or the rest of the 
forward es�mates?  
 
e. Can the Department/agency confirm the total new number of 
contracts (ongoing and termina�ng) and total cost of these contracts 
issued on AusTender since 30 June 2022 which relate to the 
following areas:  
i. External labour hire  
ii. Consultancy 
iii. Adver�sing campaigns  
iv. Travel  
v. Legal expenses  
  
f. Please provide a breakdown of the value of contracts across each 
area and iden�fy the categories on AusTender which are used to 
determine the Departments iden�fica�on of the contracts.  
i. Is the Department/agency on track to meet the saving target?  
ii. Has the Department/agency sought an exemp�on or alterna�on 
from/to the savings target?  
iii. If so, why and was it approved? 

SQ23-
002925 

National 
Sports 
Tribunal 

Jane 
Hume 

List of 
membershi
ps for 
Commonw
ealth 
taskforces - 
Na�onal 
Sports 
Tribunal 

11. Please provide a list of all the Commonwealth taskforces of 
which the Department/agency has membership.  
 
Please specify where there are changes to the list since May 2023. Writen 3/11/2023 
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SQ23-
002924 

National 
Sports 
Tribunal 

Jane 
Hume 

List of 
membershi
ps for 
Commonw
ealth inter-
departmen
tal 
commitees 
- Na�onal 
Sports 
Tribunal 

10. Please provide a list of all the Commonwealth inter-departmental 
commitees of which the Department/agency has membership.  
 
Please specify where there are changes to the list since May 2023. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002923 

National 
Sports 
Tribunal 

Jane 
Hume 

Paper 
usage from 
Australian 
producers 
and 
overseas - 
Na�onal 
Sports 
Tribunal 

9. Please provide the amount of paper the Department/agency 
sources from Australian producers and from overseas producers.  
 
Please provide the amount in dollar value on a financial year basis 
for the last five financial years. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002922 

National 
Sports 
Tribunal 

Jane 
Hume 

New policy 
proposals 
provided to 
por�olio 
Minister 
offices 
since 1 July 
2023 to 26 
October 

8. How many New Policy Proposals has the Department/agency 
provided to each Minister in its por�olio since 1 July 2023?  
 
Please provide a list with the number of New Policy Proposals by 
Minister, and the date of the first provided New Policy Proposal. Writen 3/11/2023 
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2023 - 
Na�onal 
Sports 
Tribunal 

SQ23-
002921 

National 
Sports 
Tribunal 

Jane 
Hume 

Mee�ngs 
between 
Secretary/A
gency head 
with 
Ministers - 
Na�onal 
Sports 
Tribunal 

5. How many mee�ngs has the Secretary/agency head had with the 
Ministers in their por�olio since 1 July 2023?   
  
Please provide a list with the number of mee�ngs by Minister, and 
the date of the first mee�ng with each Minister.  
  
6. How many mee�ngs has the Secretary/agency head had with any 
Ministers not in their por�olio since 1 July 2023?  
  
Please provide a list with the number of mee�ngs by Minister, and 
the date of the first mee�ng with each Minister. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002920 

National 
Sports 
Tribunal 

Jane 
Hume 

Departmen
tal staff and 
Departmen
tal Liaison 
Officer's 
allocated to 
por�olio 
Ministers' 
offices - 
Na�onal 
Sports 
Tribunal 

3. How many Departmental Liaison Officers have been allocated to 
each Minister in the por�olio?  
 
Please provide a list that outlines the level of the member of the 
department, the Minister they have been allocated to, and the �me 
they have been allocated to the Minister. 
 
Please denote any change in this alloca�on since May 2023.   
 
4. How many staff have been provided to Ministers offices not in a 
capacity as a Departmental Liaison Officer? 
 
Please provide a list that outlines the level of the member of the 
department, the Minister they have been allocated to, and the �me 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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they have been allocated to the Minister. 
 
Please denote any change in this alloca�on since May 2023. 

SQ23-
002919 

National 
Sports 
Tribunal 

Jane 
Hume 

Hospitality 
provided to 
por�olio 
Ministers' 
offices 
since 1 July 
2023 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Na�onal 
Sports 
Tribunal 

2. Since 1 July 2023, has the Department provided any hospitality in 
Ministers' offices? 
 
Please specify the date, itemised cost, purpose, and atendees for 
the hospitality. 
 
Since 1 July 2023, have there been any amendments to the 
Department's policy on providing hospitality in the Ministers offices?  
 
If so, please provide a copy of the policy and a reference for the 
amendment Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002918 

National 
Sports 
Tribunal 

Jane 
Hume 

Provision 
and 
turnaround 
of 
Ministerial 
Briefs since 
1 July 2023 
to 26 
October 
2023 – 
Na�onal 
Sports 
Tribunal 

1. Since 1 July 2023, has the Department/Agency been provided with 
advice or a direc�on on a minimum turnaround �me for 
considera�on of briefs by the Minister?  
 
If so, when was this advice provided to the Department? 
Please provide the minimum turnaround requirement.  
 
If there has been a change in a previously set minimum turnaround 
requirement, please provide: 
a. the previous turnaround requirement; and the date the change 
was requested.  
 
7. How many briefs has the Department/agency provided to each 
Minister in its por�olio? Please provide a list with the number of 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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briefs for each Minister, and the date of the first provided brief.  
How many briefs have been returned to the Department for redra�? 
Please provide a list with the number of briefs for each Minister, and 
the dates of the return of briefs to the Department. 

SQ23-
002909 

Office of the 
Gene 
Technology 
Regulator 

Jane 
Hume 

Freedom of 
informa�on 
applica�on
s has the 
Ministers 
office 
received 
since 1 July 
2023 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Office of 
the Gene 
Technology 
Regulator 

35. How many freedom of informa�on applica�ons have been 
received by the Minister's office since 1 July 2023? 
Please provide a breakdown including; 
a. the number of applica�ons by Minister, 
i. the number of applica�ons that are yet to be decided; 
ii. the number of applica�ons refused; and 
iii. the number of applica�ons overdue, including the number of days 
overdue. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002904 

Office of the 
Gene 
Technology 
Regulator 

Jane 
Hume 

Current ASL 
allocated to 
the 
departmen
t/agency as 
at 1 July 
2023 - 
Office of 
the Gene 

32. Please provide the number of current ASL allocated to the 
department/agency as at 1 July 2023. 
 
Please provide:  
a. Total number of ASL;  
b. Total number of FTE by APS classifica�on; 
c. the number of ASL allocated to each outcome for which the 
department/agency is responsible; and 
d. the number of FTE, by classifica�on, allocated to each outcome for 
which the department/agency is responsible; and 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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Technology 
Regulator 

e. The number of FTE posi�ons that are not currently filled, broken 
down by classifica�on. 

SQ23-
002903 

Office of the 
Gene 
Technology 
Regulator 

Jane 
Hume 

Requests 
from 
por�olio 
Minister's 
offices 
seeking 
data or 
informa�on 
by 
electorate 
since 1 July 
2023 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Office of 
the Gene 
Technology 
Regulator 

31. Since 1 July 2023, has the department / agency ever received a 
request from a por�olio minister's office seeking data or informa�on 
separated out by electorate?  
a. Please provide a list of all requests, including any �meframe 
provided for a response, whether a response was provided, and the 
context of the request if provided.  
b. Please provide a copy of all responses to the request. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002902 

Office of the 
Gene 
Technology 
Regulator 

Jane 
Hume 

Comcare 
and Fair 
Work 
Commissio
n referrals 
and claims 
in current 
financial 
year to 26 

24. In rela�on to department/agency: 
a. In the current financial year to date, how many maters have been 
referred to Comcare? 
b. Of those claims referred to Comcare, redac�ng confiden�al 
informa�on, advise in which division the claimant works or worked 
and the circumstances surrounding the claim. 
c. What has the Department/agency learned from past Comcare 
claims? 
d. Of those employees who submited a Comcare claim, how many 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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October 
2023 - 
Office of 
the Gene 
Technology 
Regulator 

returned to work a�er a period of absence? 
 
25. In rela�on to the department/agency: 
a. In the current financial year to date, how many maters have been 
referred to the Fair Work Commission? 
b. Of those maters referred to either, please provide a 
comprehensive account of the circumstances, redac�ng confiden�al 
informa�on, including in which division the employee is or was 
employed, the nature of the complaint and the nature of the 
determina�on of the Fair Work Commission, Fair Work Ombudsman 
and/or conciliator. 

SQ23-
002901 

Office of the 
Gene 
Technology 
Regulator 

Jane 
Hume 

Use of 
departmen
tal/agency 
credit cards 
in financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Office of 
the Gene 
Technology 
Regulator 

In rela�on to departmental use of credit cards: 
a. How many credit cards are currently on issue for department or 
agency staff? 
b. What was the value of the largest reported purchase on a credit 
card in financial year 2023/24 to date and what was it for? 
c. How much interest was paid on amounts outstanding from credit 
cards in financial year 2023/24 to date? 
d. How much was paid in late fees on amounts outstanding from 
credit cards in financial year 2023/24 to date? 
e. What was the largest amount outstanding on a single card at the 
end of a payment period in financial year 2023/24 to date? 
f. How many credit cards were reported as lost or stolen in financial 
year 2023/24 to date and what was the cost of their replacement?   
g. How many credit card purchases were deemed to be illegi�mate 
or contrary to department or agency policy in financial year 2023/24 
to date? What was the total value of those purchases? How many 
purchases were asked to be repaid on that basis in financial year 
2023/24 to date and what was the total value thereof? Were all 
those amounts actually repaid? If no, how many were not repaid, 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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and what was the total value thereof? 
h. What was the largest purchase that was deemed illegi�mate or 
contrary to department or agency policy and asked to be repaid in 
financial year 2023/243 to date? What that amount actually repaid, 
in full? If no, what amount was le� unpaid? 
i. Are any credit cards currently on issue connected to rewards 
schemes? Do staff receive any personal benefit as a result of those 
reward schemes? 
j. Please provide a copy of the department or agency's staff credit 
card policy. 
k. Please denote any changes to this policy that have been made 
since February 2023 

SQ23-
002900 

Office of the 
Gene 
Technology 
Regulator 

Jane 
Hume 

Total 
expenditur
e on media 
monitoring, 
adver�sing 
and 
campaigns 
financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Office of 
the Gene 
Technology 
Regulator 

20. What was the Department's/agency's total expenditure on media 
monitoring services in financial year 2023/24 to date? 
 
21. What was the Department's/agency's total expenditure on 
adver�sing and informa�on campaigns in financial year 2023/24 to 
date?  
 
Please provide an itemised list of the campaigns, their purpose, and 
their expected costs. Writen 3/11/2023 
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SQ23-
002899 

Office of the 
Gene 
Technology 
Regulator 

Jane 
Hume 

Travel costs 
for financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Office of 
the Gene 
Technology 
Regulator 

16. Please provide an itemised list of the Secretary's/agency deputy 
head's travel for financial year 2023/24 to date, including costs of 
flights and accommoda�on. 
 
17. Please provide an itemised list of each Deputy Secretary's/agency 
head's travel for financial year 2023/24 to date, including costs of 
flights and accommoda�on. 
 
19. What was the total cost of staff travel for departmental/agency 
employees in financial year 2023/24 to date? Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002898 

Office of the 
Gene 
Technology 
Regulator 

Jane 
Hume 

Furniture, 
fixtures or 
fi�ngs 
upgraded 
in financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Office of 
the Gene 
Technology 
Regulator 

15. Were the furniture, fixtures or fi�ngs of the Secretary's/agency 
head's office, or the offices of any Deputy Secretaries/execu�ve 
leadership team members, upgraded in financial year 2023/24 to 
date?  
 
Please provide an itemised list of costs (GST inclusive). Please 
provide photographs of the works conducted. 
 
18. Were the facili�es of any of the Departments/agency premises 
upgraded in financial year 2023/24 to date, for example, staff room 
refurbishments, kitchen refurbishments, bathroom refurbishments, 
the purchase of any new fridges, coffee machines, or other kitchen 
equipment?  
 
Please provide a detailed descrip�on of the relevant facili�es 
upgraded together with an itemised list of costs (GST inclusive).  
 
Please provide photographs of the upgraded facili�es. Writen 3/11/2023 
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SQ23-
002897 

Office of the 
Gene 
Technology 
Regulator 

Jane 
Hume 

Paper 
usage from 
Australian 
producers 
and 
overseas - 
Office of 
the Gene 
Technology 
Regulator 

9. Please provide the amount of paper the Department/agency 
sources from Australian producers and from overseas producers.  
 
Please provide the amount in dollar value on a financial year basis 
for the last five financial years. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002896 

Office of the 
Gene 
Technology 
Regulator 

Jane 
Hume 

New policy 
proposals 
provided to 
por�olio 
Minister 
offices 
since 1 July 
2023 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Office of 
the Gene 
Technology 
Regulator 

8. How many New Policy Proposals has the Department/agency 
provided to each Minister in its por�olio since 1 July 2023?  
 
Please provide a list with the number of New Policy Proposals by 
Minister, and the date of the first provided New Policy Proposal. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002895 

Office of the 
Gene 
Technology 
Regulator 

Jane 
Hume 

Mee�ngs 
between 
Secretary/A
gency head 

5. How many mee�ngs has the Secretary/agency head had with the 
Ministers in their por�olio since 1 July 2023?   
  
Please provide a list with the number of mee�ngs by Minister, and 
the date of the first mee�ng with each Minister.  

Writen 3/11/2023 
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with 
Ministers 

  
6. How many mee�ngs has the Secretary/agency head had with any 
Ministers not in their por�olio since 1 July 2023?  
  
Please provide a list with the number of mee�ngs by Minister, and 
the date of the first mee�ng with each Minister. 

SQ23-
002894 

Office of the 
Gene 
Technology 
Regulator 

Jane 
Hume 

Departmen
tal staff and 
Departmen
tal Liaison 
Officer's 
allocated to 
por�olio 
Ministers' 
offices - 
Office of 
the Gene 
Technology 
Regulator 

3. How many Departmental Liaison Officers have been allocated to 
each Minister in the por�olio?  
 
Please provide a list that outlines the level of the member of the 
department, the Minister they have been allocated to, and the �me 
they have been allocated to the Minister. 
 
Please denote any change in this alloca�on since May 2023.   
 
4. How many staff have been provided to Ministers offices not in a 
capacity as a Departmental Liaison Officer? 
 
Please provide a list that outlines the level of the member of the 
department, the Minister they have been allocated to, and the �me 
they have been allocated to the Minister. 
 
Please denote any change in this alloca�on since May 2023. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002893 

Office of the 
Gene 
Technology 
Regulator 

Jane 
Hume 

Provision 
and 
turnaround 
of 
Ministerial 
Briefs since 

1. Since 1 July 2023, has the Department/Agency been provided with 
advice or a direc�on on a minimum turnaround �me for 
considera�on of briefs by the Minister?  
 
If so, when was this advice provided to the Department? 
Please provide the minimum turnaround requirement.  

Writen 3/11/2023 
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1 July 2023 
to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Office of 
the Gene 
Technology 
Regulator 

 
If there has been a change in a previously set minimum turnaround 
requirement, please provide: 
a. the previous turnaround requirement; and the date the change 
was requested.  
 
7. How many briefs has the Department/agency provided to each 
Minister in its por�olio? Please provide a list with the number of 
briefs for each Minister, and the date of the first provided brief.  
How many briefs have been returned to the Department for redra�? 
Please provide a list with the number of briefs for each Minister, and 
the dates of the return of briefs to the Department. 

SQ23-
002917 

Australian 
Industrial 
Chemicals 
Introduction 
Scheme 

Jane 
Hume 

Furniture, 
fixtures or 
fi�ngs 
upgraded 
in financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Industrial 
Chemicals 
Introduc�o
n Scheme 

15. Were the furniture, fixtures or fi�ngs of the Secretary's/agency 
head's office, or the offices of any Deputy Secretaries/execu�ve 
leadership team members, upgraded in financial year 2023/24 to 
date?  
 
Please provide an itemised list of costs (GST inclusive). Please 
provide photographs of the works conducted. 
 
18. Were the facili�es of any of the Departments/agency premises 
upgraded in financial year 2023/24 to date, for example, staff room 
refurbishments, kitchen refurbishments, bathroom refurbishments, 
the purchase of any new fridges, coffee machines, or other kitchen 
equipment?  
 
Please provide a detailed descrip�on of the relevant facili�es 
upgraded together with an itemised list of costs (GST inclusive).  

Writen 3/11/2023 
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Please provide photographs of the upgraded facili�es. 

SQ23-
002916 

Australian 
Industrial 
Chemicals 
Introduction 
Scheme 

Jane 
Hume 

Freedom of 
informa�on 
applica�on
s has the 
Ministers 
office 
received 
since 1 July 
2023 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Industrial 
Chemicals 
Introduc�o
n Scheme 

35. How many freedom of informa�on applica�ons have been 
received by the Minister's office since 1 July 2023? 
Please provide a breakdown including; 
a. the number of applica�ons by Minister, 
i. the number of applica�ons that are yet to be decided; 
ii. the number of applica�ons refused; and 
iii. the number of applica�ons overdue, including the number of days 
overdue. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002915 

Australian 
Industrial 
Chemicals 
Introduction 
Scheme 

Jane 
Hume 

Current ASL 
allocated to 
the 
departmen
t/agency as 
at 1 July 
2023  - 
Australian 
Industrial 
Chemicals 

32. Please provide the number of current ASL allocated to the 
department/agency as at 1 July 2023. 
 
Please provide:  
a. Total number of ASL;  
b. Total number of FTE by APS classifica�on; 
c. the number of ASL allocated to each outcome for which the 
department/agency is responsible; and 
d. the number of FTE, by classifica�on, allocated to each outcome for 
which the department/agency is responsible; and 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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Introduc�o
n Scheme 

e. The number of FTE posi�ons that are not currently filled, broken 
down by classifica�on. 

SQ23-
002914 

Australian 
Industrial 
Chemicals 
Introduction 
Scheme 

Jane 
Hume 

Requests 
from 
por�olio 
Minister's 
offices 
seeking 
data or 
informa�on 
by 
electorate 
since 1 July 
2023 to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Industrial 
Chemicals 
Introduc�o
n Scheme 

31. Since 1 July 2023, has the department / agency ever received a 
request from a por�olio minister's office seeking data or informa�on 
separated out by electorate?  
a. Please provide a list of all requests, including any �meframe 
provided for a response, whether a response was provided, and the 
context of the request if provided.  
b. Please provide a copy of all responses to the request. Writen 3/11/2023 

SQ23-
002913 

Australian 
Industrial 
Chemicals 
Introduction 
Scheme 

Jane 
Hume 

Comcare 
and Fair 
Work 
Commissio
n referrals 
and claims 
in current 
financial 

24. In rela�on to department/agency: 
a. In the current financial year to date, how many maters have been 
referred to Comcare? 
b. Of those claims referred to Comcare, redac�ng confiden�al 
informa�on, advise in which division the claimant works or worked 
and the circumstances surrounding the claim. 
c. What has the Department/agency learned from past Comcare 
claims? 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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year to 26 
October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Industrial 
Chemicals 
Introduc�o
n Scheme 

d. Of those employees who submited a Comcare claim, how many 
returned to work a�er a period of absence? 
 
25. In rela�on to the department/agency: 
a. In the current financial year to date, how many maters have been 
referred to the Fair Work Commission? 
b. Of those maters referred to either, please provide a 
comprehensive account of the circumstances, redac�ng confiden�al 
informa�on, including in which division the employee is or was 
employed, the nature of the complaint and the nature of the 
determina�on of the Fair Work Commission, Fair Work Ombudsman 
and/or conciliator. 

SQ23-
002912 

Australian 
Industrial 
Chemicals 
Introduction 
Scheme 

Jane 
Hume 

Use of 
departmen
tal/agency 
credit cards 
in financial 
year 
2023/24 to 
26 October 
2023 - 
Australian 
Industrial 
Chemicals 
Introduc�o
n Scheme 

In rela�on to departmental use of credit cards: 
a. How many credit cards are currently on issue for department or 
agency staff? 
b. What was the value of the largest reported purchase on a credit 
card in financial year 2023/24 to date and what was it for? 
c. How much interest was paid on amounts outstanding from credit 
cards in financial year 2023/24 to date? 
d. How much was paid in late fees on amounts outstanding from 
credit cards in financial year 2023/24 to date? 
e. What was the largest amount outstanding on a single card at the 
end of a payment period in financial year 2023/24 to date? 
f. How many credit cards were reported as lost or stolen in financial 
year 2023/24 to date and what was the cost of their replacement?   
g. How many credit card purchases were deemed to be illegi�mate 
or contrary to department or agency policy in financial year 2023/24 
to date? What was the total value of those purchases? How many 
purchases were asked to be repaid on that basis in financial year 
2023/24 to date and what was the total value thereof? Were all 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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those amounts actually repaid? If no, how many were not repaid, 
and what was the total value thereof? 
h. What was the largest purchase that was deemed illegi�mate or 
contrary to department or agency policy and asked to be repaid in 
financial year 2023/243 to date? What that amount actually repaid, 
in full? If no, what amount was le� unpaid? 
i. Are any credit cards currently on issue connected to rewards 
schemes? Do staff receive any personal benefit as a result of those 
reward schemes? 
j. Please provide a copy of the department or agency's staff credit 
card policy. 
k. Please denote any changes to this policy that have been made 
since February 2023 
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20. What was the Department's/agency's total expenditure on media 
monitoring services in financial year 2023/24 to date? 
 
21. What was the Department's/agency's total expenditure on 
adver�sing and informa�on campaigns in financial year 2023/24 to 
date?  
 
Please provide an itemised list of the campaigns, their purpose, and 
their expected costs. Writen 3/11/2023 
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8. How many New Policy Proposals has the Department/agency 
provided to each Minister in its por�olio since 1 July 2023?  
 
Please provide a list with the number of New Policy Proposals by 
Minister, and the date of the first provided New Policy Proposal. Writen 3/11/2023 
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5. How many mee�ngs has the Secretary/agency head had with the 
Ministers in their por�olio since 1 July 2023?   
  
Please provide a list with the number of mee�ngs by Minister, and 
the date of the first mee�ng with each Minister.  
  
6. How many mee�ngs has the Secretary/agency head had with any 
Ministers not in their por�olio since 1 July 2023?  
  
Please provide a list with the number of mee�ngs by Minister, and 
the date of the first mee�ng with each Minister. Writen 3/11/2023 
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Departmen
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3. How many Departmental Liaison Officers have been allocated to 
each Minister in the por�olio?  
 
Please provide a list that outlines the level of the member of the 
department, the Minister they have been allocated to, and the �me 
they have been allocated to the Minister. 
 
Please denote any change in this alloca�on since May 2023.   
 
4. How many staff have been provided to Ministers offices not in a 
capacity as a Departmental Liaison Officer? 
 
Please provide a list that outlines the level of the member of the 
department, the Minister they have been allocated to, and the �me 
they have been allocated to the Minister. 
 
Please denote any change in this alloca�on since May 2023. Writen 3/11/2023 
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1. Since 1 July 2023, has the Department/Agency been provided with 
advice or a direc�on on a minimum turnaround �me for 
considera�on of briefs by the Minister?  
 
If so, when was this advice provided to the Department? 
Please provide the minimum turnaround requirement.  
 
If there has been a change in a previously set minimum turnaround 
requirement, please provide: 
a. the previous turnaround requirement; and the date the change 
was requested.  
 
7. How many briefs has the Department/agency provided to each 

Writen 3/11/2023 
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Minister in its por�olio? Please provide a list with the number of 
briefs for each Minister, and the date of the first provided brief.  
How many briefs have been returned to the Department for redra�? 
Please provide a list with the number of briefs for each Minister, and 
the dates of the return of briefs to the Department. 

 


