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ledia report from this week outlining the value of blocked alcohol sales because of the Cashless Debit
ard in Bundaberg-Hervey Bay.
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Blocked sales show system works

MATTHEW KILLORAN

THE cashiess wellany cand
hras blocked almost half g mdl-
fiom dodlars being spent e al-
cokuol, gambling and other
contraband in Busdubery and
Hervey Bay in its first bwo-
wear brial, it ean b reveabed s
gnother 2400 people  are
about to o o0 the scheme.

it follows the government
pausing sdding new welfare
fecipients on bo the cnd m
Blarch last vear as the socdal
Services system strogpled with
Ehe parnivme

Under the Cashiess Diebit
Card trial, under 355 on Job-
Secker wnd Youth Allowance
Have B0 per cent quarantined
on the card to be uwsed at
Stores Tor products and sevi-

ois other than aleohol, gam-
bling or withdrawing cagh,
with abait S0 vach 28 davs
available tobewithdoywn

The Courser-Mail has ob-
tained data showing the card
had Blocked 413000 tha
users had towed to spend on
presubnted sabes from Janaary
20HS when the tnal began to
January 2021 i the Hinkler
trmi  ste which ndudes
Bundabery and Hery Bay.

Thes ancludes $12000 in
belling or caiino gaming,
$134,000 ins bars, taverns and
night chibs, $62.000 at bottle
shops, as well as 205000
from cash vendors amd wire
fracefors

Sovial Services Minister
Anne Ruston said Austrabians
wanted fo know taspayer

fronadls wrre being spent on the
egsentinks and the CDC irial
and shiwn @ sipnificant re-
duction i spesnding on al-
ool and gambling

“The povernment has no
wspee wilh people having 8
beédy or putting & punt on from
e o tiome which i why wel-
Tare recipients get to keep 20
per cent of their payment in
their regular bank gecount”
shie szl

Meanwhile, Fom the start
of Apwil the frecee on new nee
cipierits will be lifted, with an-
othier 2456 people to be added
in Bunilsherp and Hervoy
Bay. Services Australia will
start sending the impacied
people ketters from Apnl, then
they will be given & month he-
forethe lansibion
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