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The confidence of Ministers now and into the future in the confidentiality of the Cabinet 

process would be diminished if the details of Cabinet deliberations were to be disclosed 

prior to the open access period provided for in the Archives Act 1983. Disclosure prior to the 

open access period risks harm through a weakening of adherence by current and future 

Ministers to the formal process for confidentiality of matters for consideration by Cabinet, 

draft and final Cabinet documents, briefing and record keeping of Cabinet. Furthermore, 

unless Ministers can be assured of the confidentiality of Cabinet meetings, they may not 

speak freely or honestly between themselves and may be more likely to supress their views 

on present policies that may be unpopular or politically embarrassing. Any of these 

outcomes would ultimately impact negatively on Australia's national interest. 

Compromise of the confidentiality of Cabinet would cause current and future Cabinet 
Ministers, as well as the officials tasked to brief them about matters to be discussed, to 

apprehend that what was written by them for the purpose of Cabinet and what was 

discussed in meetings may not remain confidential, and therefore temper what they wrote 
or said in the course of Cabinet processes (including Cabinet committees). This would 

undermine the process of decision-making and policy deployment in Australia, and could 

have a particularly adverse effect on the ability of Cabinet meetings to provide a forum in 
which comprehensive and candid discussion by Ministers could take place. 

Yours sincerely 

2� 
--

Richard Colbeck 

cc: Committee Secretary 

Senate Standing Committees on Community Affairs 

Parliament House 

Canberra ACT 2600 
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