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The Asia-Pacific Parliamentary Forum (APPF) 

Background 

The Asia-Pacific Parliamentary Forum (APPF) is an assembly of national Parliaments which meets 

annually to discuss to discuss political, security and socio-economic issues and challenges affecting 

the region.  Membership is open to all national Parliaments of sovereign states in the Asia-Pacific 

region, particularly from the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), the Asia-Pacific 

Economic Cooperation (APEC) forum members and the Pacific Islands Forum (PIF). 

As a regional parliamentary forum, the APPF reflects the spirit of multilateralism, emphasising the 

common goals and values of the peoples of the Asia-Pacific.  The APPF’s stated objectives are to 

provide opportunities for national parliamentarians of the Asia-Pacific region to: 

• identify and discuss matters of common concern and interest and to highlight them in a 

global context; 

• deepen their understanding of the policy concerns, interests and experiences of the countries of 
the region; 

• examine the critical political, social, and cultural developments resulting from economic growth and 
integration; 

• encourage and promote regional cooperation at all levels on matters of common concern to the 
region; and 

• play the roles of national parliamentarians in furthering their respective countries’ sense of regional 
cohesion, understanding and cooperation. 

The APPF was an initiative of former Japanese Prime Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone, with its inaugural 

meeting being held in Tokyo in 1993.  At that meeting the APPF’s foundational document, the Tokyo 

Declaration, established the APPF’s objectives, principles and structure.1 

The host nation for the APPF’s annual meetings has subsequently rotated amongst the member 

countries, with Australia last hosting in January 2020.  The Republic of Korea hosted a virtual APPF 

in 2021, given the COVID pandemic, with in-person meetings resuming in Thailand in 2022.  

Decisions at the annual meetings are made by consensus. 

Member countries 

The following countries are members of the APPF, with the majority sending delegations to the 

Annual Meeting in the Philippines.2  Some member countries were unable to attend given domestic 

circumstances (for example, New Zealand was unable to attend due to its national elections):  

• Australia 

• Brunei Darussalam 

• Cambodia 

• Canada 

• Costa Rica 

• Chile 

 
1 Available at www.appf.org.pe.  
2 A full list of participants is available at https://www.appfph.org/conference-documents/conference-outputs (accessed 
September 2024).   

http://www.appf.org.pe/
https://www.appfph.org/conference-documents/conference-outputs
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• China 

• Colombia 

• Ecuador 

• Fiji 

• Indonesia 

• Japan 

• Republic of Korea 

• Lao PDR 

• Malaysia 

• Marshall Islands 

• Mexico 

• Federated States of Micronesia 

• Mongolia 

• New Zealand 

• Papua New Guinea 

• Peru 

• The Philippines 

• The Russian Federation 

• Singapore 

• Thailand 

• The United States of America 

• Vietnam 

APPF structure and Rules of Procedure 

The procedural arrangements for the APPF were first set out at the 1994 Annual Meeting and have 

been progressively updated.  The APPF’s current Rules of Procedure are at Appendix E of this 

report. 

The APPF is organised into four sub-regions: 

• Northeast Asia, comprising China, Japan, the Republic of Korea, Mongolia and the Russian 
Federation; 

• Southeast Asia, comprising Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, the 
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam; 

• Oceania, comprising Australia, New Zealand, Fiji, the Federated States of Micronesia, the Marshall 
Islands and Papua New Guinea; and 

• the Americas, comprising Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Mexico, Peru and the 
United States. 

Each sub-region appoints two representatives (from different countries) to serve on the APPF’s 

Executive Committee for a four-year term, together with a representative from the previous, current 

and next Annual Meeting host countries if otherwise not represented.  Australia has served on the 

Executive Committee since 2020. 
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The host, date and venue for each Annual Meeting are typically determined at the preceding 

meeting.  The host Parliament for the Annual Meeting makes the necessary arrangements, 

consistent with the APPF’s Rules of Procedure and in consultation with the Executive Committee. 

A provisional agenda is developed by the host country in advance of the Annual Meeting and 

member Parliaments are then notified.  The final agenda is adopted by motion at the 

commencement of the Annual Meeting, on advice of the Executive Committee. 
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31st APPF, Manila, November 2023 

The 31st Annual Meeting of the APPF (APPF-31) was hosted at Manila by the Congress of the 

Philippines from 23 to 26 November 2023.  The theme of the Annual Meeting was ‘Resilient 

Partnerships for Peace, Prosperity and Sustainability’.    

The Australian delegation 

Australia’s delegation to the Annual Meeting comprised Mr Steve Georganas MP (Delegation 

Leader), Mrs Bridget Archer MP, the Hon Michelle Landry MP and Ms Tracey Roberts MP.  

Mr Georganas and Ms Landry additionally undertook a bipartisan program of engagements with 

senior Philippines government and parliamentary representatives in the lead-up to the Annual 

Meeting.   

 

Delegation Leader Mr Steve Georganas MP and then President of the Philippines Senate, the Hon Juan Miguel 
Zubiri  
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Mr Georganas MP and the Hon Michelle Landry MP meet the Speaker of the Philippines House of Representatives, 
the Hon Martin Romualdez, and other Members of Congress  

Meeting program 

In accordance with usual practice the program for the APPF Annual Meeting comprised: 

• a meeting of the Executive Committee 

• the inaugural ceremony 

• meeting of women parliamentarians: 

o sub-topic on gender and the sustainable development goals 

o sub-topic on women’s participation and leadership  

• Working Group and Drafting Committee meetings 

• Plenary Session 1 on political and security matters: 

o sub-topic on strengthening the capacity of Parliaments to promote peace and stability 

o sub-topic on combatting transnational crimes 

• Plenary Session 2 on economic and trade matters: 

o sub-topic on re-thinking critical infrastructure 

o sub-topic on human development and inclusive growth  
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• Plenary Session 3 on regional co-operation in the Asia-Pacific region: 

o sub-topic on regional co-operation through education and culture 

o sub-topic on universal health care in the Asia-Pacific 

• a roundtable discussion for young parliamentarians (Australia was not a participant) 

• the final plenary session and closing ceremony 

The full program for the Annual Meeting is at Appendix A. 

Australia’s delegation additionally participated in bilateral meetings with like-minded delegations 

from other countries, including those of Japan, Canada and host nation the Philippines, to discuss 

issues of mutual concern and our respective approaches to the resolutions under consideration in 

the Working Group and Drafting Committee meetings. 

 

 
Discussions between the Australian and Canadian delegations to APPF-31  

  

The Australian and Japanese delegations to APPF-31  
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Executive Committee meeting  

The Executive Committee, co-Chaired by the Presiding Officers of the Philippines Congress and 

including Mr Georganas as a representative for the Oceania sub-region, met on Thursday 

23 November as the first item of business.  

The Executive Committee adopted the agenda for the Annual Meeting, considered proposed 

amendments to the APPF’s Rules of Procedure, ratified the appointment of various members of the 

Philippines Congress as chairs of the various plenary sessions and Working Groups, and referred 

draft resolutions submitted by member Parliaments (including Australia) to the relevant Working 

Groups. 

Although proceedings at the Executive Committee were largely a formality, Australia was pleased to 

work with like-minded partners to prevent a draft resolution lodged by the Russian Federation on 

‘combatting glorification of Nazism, Neo-Nazism and Other Discrimination Practices’ being further 

considered at the Annual Meeting.  In keeping with Russia’s behaviour in other international fora, 

the draft resolution sought to legitimise Russia’s spurious pretexts for its ongoing illegal military 

aggression within the internationally-recognised sovereign territory of Ukraine.  Australia and other 

countries were similarly vigilant in considering the language in other Russian resolutions which did 

proceed to debate in the Working Groups and Drafting Committee meetings. 

While the consensus model used for decision-making at the APPF makes exclusion of the Russian 

Federation from annual meetings challenging, the Australian delegation notes that the APPF’s Rules 

of Procedure commit all APPF members to promote co-operation for the further advancement of 

peace, freedom, democracy and prosperity.  The Australian delegation also endorses the resolution 

of the global organisation of national Parliaments, the Inter-Parliamentary Union, condemning 

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and calling for an immediate end to the military occupation of sovereign 

Ukrainian territory, and supporting the resolutions of various international bodies to investigate and 

prosecute the perpetrators of possible war crimes committed in Ukraine.3 

Inaugural ceremony 

After the agenda for the Annual Meeting had been adopted by the Executive Committee, the 

inaugural ceremony for APPF-31 was held on the evening of Thursday 23 November.  The 

ceremony was addressed by the co-hosts, the Philippines Speaker of the House of Representatives 

the Hon Martin Romualdez and then President of the Senate the Hon Juan Miguel Zubiri and, on 

behalf of the immediate past host country, the President of the Senate of Thailand the Hon 

Pornpetch Wichitcholchai.    

Meeting of women parliamentarians 

The APPF meeting of women parliamentarians took place on Thursday 23 and Friday 24 November, 

with Mrs Archer, Ms Landry and Ms Roberts all participating on behalf of the Australian delegation.  

Resolutions proposed by member countries, on the topics of gender and the sustainable 

development goals and women’s participation and leadership, were discussed and merged into two 

resolutions which were forwarded to the Drafting Committee for adoption. 

 
3 https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases/2022-10/ipu-assembly-calls-end-russian-occupation-ukraine (accessed September 
2024). 

https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases/2022-10/ipu-assembly-calls-end-russian-occupation-ukraine
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Australia submitted a draft resolution on women’s participation and leadership, a copy of which is at 

Appendix B.  Ms Landry additionally spoke to the topic at the meeting; in her speech she drew on 

Australia’s experience to acknowledge the steady increase in the representation of women in 

parliamentary roles in the Asia-Pacific, but also reflected on the barriers that see the percentage of 

seats held by women in national Parliaments across the region still below the global average of 

25 per cent. 

A report on the results of the meeting of women parliamentarians was delivered by the Chair of the 

meeting, Philippines Senator Pia Cayetano, at the final plenary session on Saturday 25 November.4 

Working Groups and Drafting Committee meetings  

In the lead-up to the Annual Meeting, 37 draft resolutions were submitted by 10 member 

Parliaments on the sub-topics mentioned earlier, including four from Australia (on: women’s 

participation and leadership; the capacity of Parliaments to promote peace and stability; regional 

co-operation through education and culture; and rethinking critical infrastructure).   

The draft resolutions – excluding the resolution from Russia deferred at the Executive Committee 

meeting – were then negotiated at Working Group meetings held on Thursday 23 and Friday 24 

November.  The Working Groups enabled delegates to consider in detail the various draft 

resolutions on each sub-topic and, wherever possible, merge them into a single draft resolution for 

consideration by the Drafting Committee.  

The Drafting Committee in turn met on Friday 24 and Saturday 25 November to negotiate the 

wording of merged resolutions where possible (or defer consideration where not) and develop a 

joint communique for adoption, along with the agreed resolutions, at the final plenary session.   

Despite its small size Australia’s delegation all participated in the overlapping Working Groups and 

Drafting Committee meetings at different stages.  The draft resolutions submitted by member 

countries, and the resolutions agreed by the Drafting Committee, are available at the APPF-31 

website.5  Australia’s four draft resolutions are at Appendix B of this report.       

Plenary sessions  

Much of the conversation at the APPF Annual Meeting takes place through plenary sessions 

organised around the three main themes and sub-topics.  The plenary sessions allow delegates 

from each country to make longer contributions, speak to their countries’ draft resolutions and 

debate various aspects of the themes.      

Australia was represented by members of its delegation in all three plenary sessions. 

  

 
4 www.appfph.org/conference-documents/conference-outputs (accessed September 2024). 
5 www.appfph.org/conference-documents/draft-resolutions and www.appfph.org/conference-documents/conference-outputs 
(accessed September 2024). 

https://www.appfph.org/conference-documents/conference-outputs
https://www.appfph.org/conference-documents/draft-resolutions
https://www.appfph.org/conference-documents/conference-outputs
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Plenary 1: Political and Security Matters   

Two sub-topics were discussed in the plenary session on political and security matters: 

strengthening the capacity of Parliaments to promote peace and stability, and combatting 

transnational crimes. 

Australia submitted a draft resolution on the capacity of Parliaments to promote peace and stability, 

a copy of which is at Appendix B.  Mr Georganas and Mrs Archer spoke to the theme during the 

plenary session. 

In his speech Mr Georganas emphasised the capacity of regional Parliaments to promote peace 

and stability.  He noted the strong links between the peoples and Parliaments of South East Asia, 

and the capacity of regional Parliaments to work together to confront challenges to peace posed by 

armed conflict, terrorism and authoritarianism, as well as the threats of climate change and global 

pandemic.  He also noted Australia’s efforts to uphold international human rights, and its support for 

regional aid, development and peacekeeping efforts.  

In her speech Mrs Archer noted that transnational crime has evolved in the three decades since the 

APPF was established and presents significant challenges for the security of the region, driven in 

part by new technologies that make law enforcement particularly difficult.  She noted that around 

70 per cent of Australia’s serious and organised crime threats are based offshore or have strong 

offshore links, and highlighted the strong contribution to combatting regional transnational crime 

being made by Australia’s law enforcement agencies, the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade 

(DFAT) and the Australian Transaction Reports and Analysis Centre (AUSTRAC).  

 

Australia’s delegation during Plenary Session 1 on Political and Security Matters 
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Australia’s delegation during Plenary Session 1 on Political and Security Matters 

Plenary session 2: Economic and Trade Matters   

Two sub-topics were discussed in the plenary session on economic and trade matters: re-thinking 

critical infrastructure, and human development and inclusive growth.  

Australia submitted a draft resolution on re-thinking critical infrastructure, a copy of which is at 

Appendix B.   

Mr Georganas spoke to the topic of human development and inclusive growth during the plenary 

session.  In his speech, Mr Georganas noted that focussing on our workforces is one of the most 

intelligent investments regional countries can make to ensure sustained growth and development.  

He highlighted Australia’s efforts to understand and meet the needs of its changing workforce, 

including through the establishment of Jobs and Skills Australia, the commissioning of the Working 

Future white paper and ensuring that education and training keeps pace with technological 

development.  Mr Georganas also noted the importance of ensuring that the benefits of economic 

growth are shared across all strata of society, irrespective of gender, age, race, ethnicity or region.  

 
Mr Georganas MP speaks during Plenary Session 2 on Economic and Trade Matters 
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Plenary session 3: Regional Co-operation in the Asia-Pacific   

Two sub-topics were discussed in the plenary session on regional co-operation in the Asia-Pacific: 

regional co-operation through education and culture, and universal health care.  

Australia submitted a draft resolution on regional co-operation through education and culture, a 

copy of which is at Appendix B.  Mrs Archer and Ms Roberts spoke to the theme during the plenary 

session. 

In her speech Mrs Archer spoke on the importance of universal health coverage in the Asia-Pacific.  

She noted improvements in neo-natal mortality rates and health workforce ratios across the region, 

and shared Australia’s own progress in providing universal health care and addressing the 

challenge of providing adequate health services in rural and remote locations.  Mrs Archer also 

noted Australia’s significant financial and logistical support for the region during the COVID-19 

pandemic, and our contribution to international efforts to improve reporting, preparedness and 

responses for future pandemics. 

In her speech Ms Roberts spoke on the importance of regional co-operation through education and 

culture.  She noted the remarkable strides across the region in improving literacy rates and school 

enrolments at both primary and secondary levels, but with ongoing challenges in addressing the 

mismatch between worker skills and employer needs.  Ms Roberts referred to Australia’s experience 

in negotiating the National Skills Agreement with the aim of strengthening the vocational educating 

and training sector.   

Ms Roberts emphasised the importance of confronting issues of equity and inclusion in the region, 

including improving education access for women and girls, adapting learning for children with 

disabilities, and addressing the impact of poverty on education.  She also highlighted Australia’s 

strong commitment to fostering education in the region, through development assistance and 

dedicated programs such as the Australia Awards Scholarships and the Australia Pacific Training 

Coalition.  

 
Ms Roberts MP and Mrs Archer MP at Plenary Session 3 on Regional Cooperation in the Asia-Pacific 
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Final plenary session 

The final plenary session and closing ceremony was held on Saturday 25 November.  At the plenary 

session the report of the meeting of women parliamentarians was presented, and the final 

resolutions and joint communique agreed by the Drafting Committee were formally adopted.  The 

joint communique outlined the work undertaken at APPF-31 and was signed by each country’s 

delegation leader.  A copy of the joint communique is at Appendix C.   

 
Mr Georganas MP signs the joint communique for Australia 

 

 
Delegation leaders at the closing ceremony 
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Concluding comments 

The Australian delegation welcomed the opportunity to build and sustain relationships with regional 

counterparts at the APPF-31 Annual Meeting.  This was particularly so as APPF-31 represented 

Australia’s first opportunity to resume its customary full participation in an APPF Annual Meeting in a 

neighbouring country since 2019 – noting that in 2020 Australia hosted, in 2021 the Annual Meeting 

was held virtually due to the pandemic, and in 2022 Australia sent an observer delegation to 

APPF-30 in Thailand but was not able to sponsor and speak to draft resolutions in accordance with 

usual practice due to the timing of the 2022 federal election. 

The delegation would like to thank our hosts, the Presiding Officers of the Philippines Congress 

Speaker the Hon Martin Romualdez and President the Hon Juan Miguel Zubiri, for their hospitality, 

and we commend the staff of the Congress for their care and attention to detail in running a 

successful Annual Meeting.  The delegation records its appreciation to our Liaison Officer from the 

Congress, Ms Aren Jimenez-Aguila, for her hard work in supporting our participation. 

The delegation would also like to thank the staff of the International and Parliamentary Relations 

Office, the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade and the Parliamentary Library for their 

assistance in the extensive preparations necessary for an APPF Annual Meeting. 

At the time of preparing this report the future of the APPF is uncertain – the next host country has 

yet to be identified, and it seems unlikely that an Annual Meeting will be held in 2024.  Delegation 

members can attest to the benefits of direct engagement with their counterparts in the Asia-Pacific, 

and endorse the Australian Parliament’s participation in the APPF and other regional fora.   

 

 

 

 

 

Steve Georganas MP 

Delegation Leader 
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Appendix A – Program, APPF Manila 
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Appendix B – Australian-sponsored draft resolutions   
 

DRAFT RESOLUTION ON WOMEN’S PARTICIPATION AND LEADERSHIP 

Proposed by Australia 

We, the parliamentarians of the Asia-Pacific Parliamentary Forum (APPF) gathering in Manila for the 

31st Annual Meeting under the theme Resilient Partnerships for Peace, Prosperity, and 

Sustainability:  

Recalling past APPF Annual Meeting resolutions on empowerment of women and girls to increase 

the political, economic and social participation of women, and to promote gender equality for 

sustainable development and shared prosperity in the Asia-Pacific region; 

Reaffirming our commitment to the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals, including Goal 5 which 

targets the most significant challenges of achieving gender equality and empowerment for all 

women and girls; 

Recalling international treaties enhancing the protection and promotion of women’s rights, including 

the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the Charter of the United Nations and the Convention 

on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women;  

Welcoming the UNSCR1325 on women, peace and security, adopted by the United Nations 

Security Council in 2000, and subsequent resolutions which acknowledged the disproportionate 

and unique impact of armed conflict on women and girls and the vital role that women’s leadership 

and full, equal and meaningful participation plays in preventing conflict; 

Recognising the importance of involving both women and men in promoting women’s 

empowerment, eliminating gender-based violence and advancing women’s political participation in 

all decision-making bodies; 

Concerned by the low percentage of women in parliaments, and the obstacles to women’s full, 

equal and meaningful participation in decision-making in our region; and 

Understanding that women’s full, equal and meaningful participation in political and public life is 

necessary to promote gender equality and women’s empowerment;    

RESOLVE TO: 

1. Call on governments to ensure women and girls are safe from violence, economically secure and fully 
represented in all levels of decision-making; 

2. Encourage nations to ratify, implement and monitor treaties, conventions and regulatory frameworks 
related to gender equality and women’s empowerment; 

3. Encourage member countries to improve access for women and girls to education, innovation and 
technology; 

4. Reaffirm our commitment to strengthening the presence of women in parliamentary and other leadership 
roles in our region, under generally recognized principles and rules of international law; 
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5. Encourage gender-sensitive parliaments that adopt measures to enable elected representatives to 
balance family and public responsibilities – and in particular, encourage parliaments to ensure that their 
timetables and working methods enable elected representatives of both sexes to reconcile work and 
family life; 

6. Promote gender equality at a regional and global level, through dialogue and cooperation;  

7. Promote the meaningful inclusion of women in peace processes in order to enhance security, peace and 
sustainable development;  

8. Call on governments to adopt mechanisms to enhance women's income security, labour market 
participation and economic autonomy, including through reducing the burden of unpaid work on women; 
and  

9. Strengthen data collection on women’s participation in parliamentary and leadership positions, as well 
as labour force participation statistics, to measure the effectiveness of our actions. 
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DRAFT RESOLUTION ON STRENGTHENING THE CAPACITY OF PARLIAMENTS TO PROMOTE 

PEACE AND STABILITY 

Proposed by Australia 

We, the parliamentarians of the Asia-Pacific Parliamentary Forum (APPF) gathering in Manila for the 

31st Annual Meeting under the theme Resilient Partnerships for Peace, Prosperity, and 

Sustainability:  

Noting that the global community faces a variety of interconnected threats to peace and stability, such as 
climate change, a heightened risk of pandemics, a rise in authoritarian populism and risks surrounding 
artificial intelligence; 

Recognising that the global community must address these challenges while continuing to respond to more 
conventional security threats, such as inter-state conflict, civil conflict and terrorism; 

Emphasising that Asia and the Pacific will contribute approximately 70 per cent of global economic growth 
in 2023, according to the International Monetary Fund, and threats to peace and stability in our region will 
therefore have adverse global consequences; 

Highlighting that parliamentary diplomacy is an underutilised resource, which can enhance traditional 
diplomatic efforts by: raising awareness of key issues among law-makers; facilitating opportunities for 
dialogue, including on difficult issues; and enabling parliamentarians to build relationships with counterparts 
and policymakers that can be used to promote peace and stability; 

Observing that Parliaments represent their societies, and the promotion of inter-parliamentary collaborative 
relationships can serve to improve links and understanding between societies; and 

Noting that Parliaments can also use their budgetary, oversight and representative roles to promote peace 
by supporting investments conducive to peace and stability, using committee systems to hear from experts 
and publish reports promoting their findings, and raising public awareness of issues; 

RESOLVE TO: 

1. Call on governments to consider ways in which parliamentarians can make useful contributions to the 
conduct of international diplomacy, such as participating in international negotiations, attending 
diplomatic conferences, participating in  delegations and undertaking special roles for which a 
parliamentarian has specific knowledge or experience; 

2. Support and promote global and regional institutions – such as the APPF, the ASEAN 
Inter-Parliamentary Assembly, the Inter-Parliamentary Union and the Commonwealth Parliamentary 
Association – that promote collaboration between Parliaments, giving parliamentarians opportunities to 
share information about their countries’ experiences, challenges and perspectives, and expertise and 
best practice in areas relevant to fostering peace and security; 

3. Encourage Parliaments to scrutinise declarations of war and deployment of military forces;  

4. Take steps to ensure that Parliaments reflect the societies they represent so that they include the widest 
possible range of perspectives, drawing especially from groups that tend to be marginalised on issues of 
peace and stability such as women and young people; 
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5. Recognise that promoting peace and stability requires grassroots involvement, and that the capacity of 
parliaments to promote peace and stability will be strengthened insofar as they focus on inclusive 
engagement to build stronger physical infrastructure and central government institutions; 

6. Recognise that restarting local economies to create sustainable economic opportunities is as important 
to promoting peace and stability as high-level political negotiations; 

7. Encourage parliaments to focus on achieving social peace, in which a society can manage its conflicts 
non-violently and where institutions contribute to establishing trust between different groups, rather than 
focusing only on mediation and bringing warring parties to the table to agree peace terms; and 

8. Recognise that many peace processes fail and many peace agreements are never implemented; and 
that Parliaments should therefore support long-term commitments to maximise the probability that a 
peace process is brought to fruition and endures. 

 

 

 

 
  

https://genevasolutions.news/peace-humanitarian/new-initiative-seeks-to-rebuild-peacebuilding-for-the-21st-century
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DRAFT RESOLUTION ON RETHINKING CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE 

Proposed by Australia 

We, the parliamentarians of the Asia-Pacific Parliamentary Forum (APPF) gathering in Manila for the 

31st Annual Meeting under the theme Resilient Partnerships for Peace, Prosperity, and 

Sustainability:  

Recognising that resilience efforts fall under Sustainable Development Goal 9 (SDG9), which is to 

‘build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialization and foster 

innovation’, and the 2015 Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction; 

Noting that while definitions of critical infrastructure differ across countries, a common 

understanding includes the ‘systems, assets, facilities and networks that provide essential services 

and are necessary for the national security, economic security, prosperity, and health and safety of 

their respective nations’; 

Recognising that the COVID-19 pandemic has driven a new focus on critical infrastructure and 

highlighted the fragility of essential services, and that several other risks to critical infrastructure 

have come into sharper focus in recent years – including climate change and the associated 

increase in severe weather events, infrastructure failures due to social unrest, and the particular 

risks to ICT systems posed by cyber-attacks; 

Noting that international fora have advocated for ‘building back better’ with more resilient 

infrastructure;  

Emphasising that critical infrastructure is no longer solely a domestic issue, with globalisation of 

service delivery and increasing foreign investment in infrastructure provision making transnational 

collaboration for critical infrastructure resilience essential; and 

Highlighting regional cooperation on critical infrastructure resilience through fora including the Asia-

Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) forum, the Pacific Islands Forum and the Pacific Region 

Infrastructure Facility; 

RESOLVE TO: 

1. Encourage members to develop a common understanding of the impacts of critical infrastructure 
failures, with a focus on the risks applicable to our region; 

2. Promote regional sharing of best practice for critical infrastructure resilience and risk mitigation, and 
implementation of consistent standards that infrastructure providers must adhere to in order to meet risk 
management obligations; 

3. Encourage collaborative work to prioritise risks and sectors for investment;  

4. Encourage a ‘build back better’ approach to replacing critical infrastructure that is either obsolete or 
impacted by natural disasters;   

5. Call on governments to acknowledge climate change impacts in developing infrastructure resilience, 
and support preparedness planning for severe weather events and shared response capabilities; 

 

https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal9
https://www.undrr.org/implementing-sendai-framework/what-sendai-framework
https://www.cisa.gov/resources-tools/resources/critical-five-shared-narrative-2014
https://www.cisa.gov/resources-tools/resources/critical-five-shared-narrative-2014
https://resiliencerisingglobal.org/publication/the-role-of-public-policy-in-critical-infrastructure-resilience/
https://www.undrr.org/terminology/build-back-better
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6. Promote a consistent approach to combatting cyber-crime, given that malicious activity may disrupt 
critical infrastructure delivery, and sharing of information on cybersecurity threats to critical 
infrastructure; and 

7. Promote the sustainability of pandemic-response capabilities, so that the lessons of COVID-19 can help 
mitigate future dangers. 
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DRAFT RESOLUTION ON REGIONAL COOPERATION THROUGH EDUCATION AND CULTURE 

Proposed by Australia 

We, the parliamentarians of the Asia-Pacific Parliamentary Forum (APPF) gathering in Manila for the 

31st Annual Meeting under the theme Resilient Partnerships for Peace, Prosperity, and 

Sustainability:  

Highlighting that Goal 4 of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG4) is to ‘ensure inclusive and equitable 
quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all’; 

Noting that UNESCO and UNICEF’s 2021 5-Year Progress Review of SDG 4 – Education 2030 in Asia-
Pacific found that, despite overall progress, most countries surveyed were not on track to achieve SDG4; 

Recognising that 27 million children and adolescents across the region remain illiterate, and there is 
significant disparity in terms of education accessibility, level and infrastructure; 

Acknowledging that the COVID-19 pandemic and associated school closures resulted in unprecedented 
disruption to education across the region, with a particularly notable effect on girls' education; and 

Noting that many countries in the region are facing skills shortages and finding it difficult to respond to the 
skills needs of their workforce; 

RESOLVE TO: 

1. Call on governments across the region to increase investment in education; 

2. Encourage governments to transform education systems and build resilience in the post-Covid 
environment (including building more flexible, inclusive, digital and sustainable systems); 

3. Promote recovery of education and learning outcomes following delays caused by the COVID-19 
pandemic; 

4. Encourage members to continue to address barriers to girls’ education; and 

5. Promote greater investment in post-primary and secondary education, to improve skills training and 
ensure the necessary supply of skilled workers to meet demand in key industries across the region.  
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Appendix C – Joint communique 
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Appendix D – APPF-30, Bangkok Thailand 
 
In-person APPF Annual Meetings resumed after the COVID-19 pandemic with APPF-30, hosted by 

the National Assembly of Thailand from 26 to 29 October 2022.  The theme for APPF-30 was 

‘Parliaments and Post-COVID-19 Sustainable Development’. 

With the preparations for APPF-30 and related deadlines coinciding with the 2022 federal election 

and the opening of the 47th Parliament, Australia was unfortunately unable to sponsor draft 

resolutions and advocate for them at the Drafting Committee in accordance with its usual practice.   

Australia was, however, able to assemble an observer delegation immediately before APPF-30, 

comprising Senator Jess Walsh (Delegation Leader), Mrs Bridget Archer MP and Senator David 

Van. 

Notwithstanding Australia’s inability to lodge and speak to draft resolutions the delegation otherwise 

participated fully in the Annual Meeting.  Delegation members variously spoke in the Working 

Groups, the meeting of women parliamentarians and the three plenary sessions, on strengthening 

cyber-security in the Asia-Pacific region, promoting biodiversity and a green economy for inclusive 

development, and regional co-operation in the Asia-Pacific.   

The delegation met on the sidelines with like-minded delegations from other countries, including 

those of New Zealand, Japan, Canada, South Korea and host nation Thailand, to discuss 

negotiations at the Working Groups and issues of mutual concern.  The day before the opening of 

APPF-30 the delegation also had the opportunity to meet with representatives of civil society groups 

in Thailand and members of the National Assembly, in a program organised by Australia’s Embassy 

in Bangkok.   

The program for the Annual Meeting, draft resolutions lodged by other member countries, and the 

merged resolutions and joint communique adopted by the Drafting Committee are all available at 

the APPF-30 website.6 

  

 
6 https://web.parliament.go.th/view/63/APPF30/EN-US (accessed September 2024). 

https://web.parliament.go.th/view/63/APPF30/EN-US
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Appendix E – APPF Rules of Procedure 
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