
 
 
 
 

 Procedural Information Bulletin No. 12 
 

 For the sitting period 11 to 20 March 1986 
 
 

NEW SENATOR 
 
Senator Jocelyn Newman took her seat in the Senate on 19 March, having been 
chosen by the Parliament of Tasmania to take the vacancy resulting from the 
resignation of Senator Peter Rae. 
 

BILLS AMENDED 
 
The lengthy and intensive examination of the Australian Bill of Rights Bill and 
associated Bills in committee of the whole continued on 11, 12, 18 and 20 March, 
with a number of amendments being made, including Government and 
non-qovernment amendments. 
 
Another lengthy committee of the whole examination began on 13 March of the 
Trade Practices Amendment xill. Amendments were made to the Bill on that and 
the following day. The Government decided to divide the Bill to place in a separate 
Bill the provision relating to company takeovers, and two new Bills were introduced 
into the House of Representatives on 19 March. 
 
On 20 March the Customs Administration (Transitional Provisions and 
Consequential Amendments) Bill was amended on the motion of the Opposition to 
correct errors in the Bill. These errors had been detected when the Bill was being 
examined for the purpose of preparing amendments for senators. 
 

DISALLOWANCE MOTION 
 
There is now a very large number of statutory instruments apart from regulations 
and ordinances which are subject to disallowance by either House. These other sorts 
of instruments seldom attract attention except that of the Regulations and 
Ordinances Committee (the 77th Report of the Committee, referred to below, 
contains a list of instruments subject to disallowance). 
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On 19 March the Senate began debate on motions to disallow two controversial 
orders made under regulations under the Export Control Act. The orders provide for 
matters to be considered by the responsible department and by the Minister in 
determining whether the services of export inspectors are to be made available. The 
amendments were made after the Federal Court judgment relating to the 
Mudginberri dispute in which the Court found that there was no discretion in the 
provision of those services. 
 
The Opposition and the Democrats have indicated that they will vote to disallow the 
orders, but the debate has been adjourned to allow time for Government consultation 
with industry. On 20 March the Government moved to postpone the debate until the 
last available day for resolving the motions, but the postponement motion was 
amended to bring the matter before the Senate again on the next day of sitting. 
 

ESTIMATES 
 
The estimates of additional expenditure were referred to the estimates committees 
on 19 March, and the explanatory notes of departments tabled on the following day, 
setting in train the process of consideration by Estimates Committees of the 
additional estimates. 
 

RESOLUTIONS CONCERNING COMMITTEES 
 
From time to time motions relating to committees appear, usually to extend the 
times for committees to report, in the form of amendments to the resolutions 
appointing the committees or referring the matters in question to the committees. 
Such motions should not be put in this form, technically it is not possible to amend 
a resolution, and all that is required is a further resolution, for example, extending 
the time to report. Resolutions in this correct form were passed on 18 and 19 March. 
 

NOTICES OF MOTION 
 
There has been a significant increase in the number of long notices of motion 
containing statements, assertions and arguments. The President has already drawn 
the attention of the Senate to this, and consideration may be given to some 
restriction to discourage notices which may be considered not to be bona fide notices 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
On 20 March the Regulations and Ordinances Committee presented a general report 
on its recent work. The report records cases in which the Committee brought about 
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amendments to delegated legislation to correct provisions which it regarded as 
offending against its principles. The Committee has achieved a large number of these 
successes in recent months, and in the two weeks under review a number of notices 
of motion for disallowance were withdrawn by the Chairman of the Committee after 
undertakings or satisfactory explanations were received from Ministers. 
 
The Education and the Arts Committee presented a report on annual reports on 
20 March. 
 

INDEX 
 
Attached to this Bulletin is an index to Bulletins Nos 1 to 10, covering 1985. 
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PROCEDURAL INFORMATION BULLETIN — Index 1985 
 
A 
Acting President 9/5,10/1 
Annual reports 5/10 
 
B 
Bills 
 Appropriation Bill (No. 1)1985 10/3 
 Appropriation Bill (No. 2) 1985 10/3 
 Appropriation (Parliamentary Departments) Bill 1985 10/1 
 Australian Dried Fruits Corporation Amendment Bill 1985 5/7 
 Australian Waters (Nuclear-powered Ships and Nuclear Weapons 
  Prohibition) Bill 1984 [1985] 2/1 
 Automotive Industry Authority Amendment Bill 1985 5/7 
 Broadcasting and Television Legislation Amendment Bill 1985 10/5 
 Commission of Inquiry (Chamberlain Convictions) Bill 1984 [1985] 9/6 
 Constitution Alteration (Democratic Elections) Bill 198 9/5 
 Customs and Excise Legislation Amendment Bill 1985 5/7 
 Dairy Legislation Amendment Bill 1985 5/7 
 Dairy Produce Market Support Bill 1985 5/7 
 Dairy Industry STabilization Levy Amendment Bill 1985 5/7,6/1 
 Extradition (Commonwealth Countries) Amendment Bill 1985 4/2 
 Extradition (Foreign States) Amendment Bill 1985 4/2 
 Flags Amendment Bill 1984 (1985) 2/4 
 Horticultural-Plant Variety Rights Bill 1984 (1985) 8/4 
 Human Embryo Experimentation Bill 1985 4/3,5/9,8/2 
 Interstate Road Transport Bill 1985 9/6 
 Interstate Road Transport Charge Bill 1985 9/6 
 Judiciary Amendment Bill 1985 10/5 
 Loan Bill 19858/1 
 National Crime Authority (Miscellaneous Amendments ) Bill 1985 5/7,8/4 
 Overseas Students Charge Amendment Bill 1985 10/5 
 Parliamentary Powers, Privileges and Immunities Bill 1985 6/2 
 Petroleum (Submerged Lands) (Cash Bidding) Amendment  
  Bill 1985 [No.2] 9/7 
 Postal Services Amendment (Continuance of Postal Services) Bill 1985 9/6 
 Public Service and Statutory Authorities Amendment Bill 1985 10/4 
 Repatriation Legislation Amendment Bill 1985 5/8 
 Sales Tax Laws Amendment Bill (No.2) 1985 10/4 
 Social Security (Poverty Traps Reduction) Bill 1985 10/7 
 States Grants (Schools Assistance) Amendment Bill 1985 10/7 
 Superannuation Legislation Amendment Bill 1985 7/4,8/3 
 Taxation Laws Amenemtns Bill (No.4) 1985 10/7 
 Veterans' Entitlements Bill 1985 10/3 
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 Wheat Marketing Amendment Bill 1985 5/7,6/1 
 
 
Bills 
 Amendments made by Senate to House of Representatives bills 5/7,6/1, 
 10/3,10/5 
 Amendments proposed by non-Government parties moved by government 10/4 
 Amendments to overcome objections by Scrutiny of Bills Committee 4/2 
 Amendments to proposed second reading amendment 2/1 
 Fees for services 10/5 
 Referral to Committees 3/5,5/9,9/2 
 Restoration 2/4 
 Requests pressed 6/1,10/3 
 Second reading amendments taken together 10/7 
 "Sunset" clauses 5/8,9/6 
Bills, Government — Proceedings 9/6 
Bills, Private Senators' 
 Durack 2/4 
 Harradine 4/3,5/9 
 Hill 8/4 
 Lewis 9/5,9/6 
 Macklin 6/2,9/5 
 Mason 9/6 
 
C 
Committee, Proceedings 1/5 
 References 
  Constitutional and Legal Affairs 4/3 
  Privileges 4/4 
  Foreign Affairs and Defence 8/5 
  National Resources 8/5 
  Education and the Arts 8/5 
 Reports 5/10,6/3,7/3, 
 7/4,8/5,9/7,10/8 
Committees, Estimates 7/4 
Committees, Joint Select, Australia Card 9/5,10/8 
Committees, Legislative Scrutiny Standing 
 Regulations and Ordinances 5/8 
 Scrutiny of Bills 4/2,5/9 
Committees, Select, Human Embryo Experimentation Bill 1985 8/2 
Constitutional Convention 5/9 
 
D 
Detention of a Senator 9/2 
Disallowance Motions 5/9,8/4,9/4 
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Dissolution, Committee Meetings 1/1 
 
I 
Independence of the Houses 10/1 
 
 
L 
Legislative proposals 8/2,9/3 
 
O 
Ordinances, Disallowed 5/9,10/5 
 
P 
Parliament, Opening of  1/5 
Parliament House, New 9/5 
Parliamentary Privilege 
 appearance of Counsel for Mr President 3/5,7/1,9/1 
 committee evidence and court proceedings` 4/1,9/1 
 Parliamentary Powers, Privileges and Immunities Bill 1985 6/2 
 reasons of Judge Cantor 5/1 
 request of Royal Commission for in camera evidence 7/2 
 statements by Mr President 3/6 
Parliamentary Proveedings 
 broadcasting of excerpts 6/3 
Program Budgeting 5/10 
 
Q 
Questions, Information, Private Senators 9/5 
 
S 
Senate, Powers, Reading list 1/6 
Sessional Orders 2/5 
Sittings 4/4,10/9 
Standing order 64 7/4,9/4 
   98 9/5 
   130 7/4 
   133 8/3 
   217 8/3 
   243 2/4 
   407 2/4 
 
U 
Urgency, Matters of  7/4,9/3,9/4 
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