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Committee Secretary

Parliamentary Joint Committee on Intelligence and Security
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

By email: pjcis@aph.qov.au

Dear Secretary
Privilege implications of FIT scheme

We understand that the Attorney-General has provided the PJCIS with proposed amendments to the FIT
Scheme Bill, and that the committee would welcome our views on amendments dealing with the
interaction between that scheme and parliamentary privilege.
In his covering letter, the Attorney-General wrote:

Interaction with Parliamentary privilege

The Committee has heard evidence, and received submissions, about the interaction between the
proposed Scheme and Parliamentary privilege. To ensure clarity, the amendments amend the Bill
to insert a new section which clarifies the interaction between the Bill and certain privileges and
immunities.

Proposed section 9A makes it explicit that nothing in the Bill affects powers, privileges and
immunities relating to each House of Parliament, their members and committees, as well as the law
relating to legal professional privilege. The section also limits the application of the Secretary's
powers to obtain information and documents under sections 45 and 46 where the information or
documents are subject to parliamentary privilege or legal professional privilege.

The amendment is proposed in the following terms:
9A Relationship of this Act to certain privileges and immunities
Parliamentary privilege

(1) This Act does not affect the law relating to the powers, privileges and immunities of any of the
following:

(a) each House of the Parliament;
(b) the members of each House of the Parliament;

(c) the committees of each House of the Parliament and joint committees of both Houses
of the Parliament.








