Explanatory Statement 7 of 2024

Amendment to the 71996 Protocol to the Convention on the Prevention of Marine
Pollution by Dumping of Wastes and Other Matters 1972

Practical and legal effect

1. The proposed treaty action concerns an amendment to the /996 Protocol to the
Convention on the Prevention of Marine Pollution by Dumping of Wastes and Other
Matter 1972 (London Protocol) to remove ‘sewage sludge’ from the list of ‘wastes or
other matters’ that Contracting Parties may permit to be dumped at sea. The London
Protocol prohibits the dumping at sea of wastes or other matter, with the exception
that Contracting Parties may permit dumping at sea of wastes and other matter listed
in Annex 1 to the London Protocol in certain circumstances. Prior to the Amendment,
sewage sludge was included in Annex 1, meaning that Contracting parties could issue
permits to allow for its dumping at sea.

Nature and timing of the treaty action

2. On 7 October 2022, the Seventeenth Meeting of Contracting Parties to the London
Protocol adopted Resolution LP.6(17) resolving that ‘Contracting Parties shall not
issue new permits for dumping of sewage sludge after the entry into force of the
amendment’ and amending the London Protocol by:

a. deleting the reference to ‘sewage sludge’ from the Annex 1 list of wastes or
other matters that ‘may be considered for dumping’; and

b. deleting the words ‘and sewage sludge’ in Annex 2, which deals with the
assessment of wastes or other matters and Contracting Parties’ obligations in
relation to permitting dumping, including the adoption of mechanisms for the
issue of permits and the monitoring of dumping undertaken under any permits.

3. Resolution LP.6(17) also decided that ‘Contracting Parties with active permits
which have been issued may maintain those permits until the expiry date, but not later
than 31 May 2027°.

4. In accordance with Article 22(4) of the London Protocol, amendments to the
Annexes of the London Protocol enter into force 100 days after the amendment is
adopted by a Meeting of Contracting Parties. Article 22(4) provides that, before the
end of 100 days, a Contracting party may make a declaration that it is not able to
accept the amendment. Australia did not make such a declaration. As such, the
amendment entered into force for Australia on 15 January 2023.

Reasons for Australia to take the proposed action relating to the treaty matter

5. The London Protocol’s objectives are to protect and preserve the marine
environment from pollution and to take measures to prevent, reduce and, where
practicable, eliminate pollution caused by dumping or incineration at sea of waste and
other matter. Contracting Parties to the London Protocol, including Australia,
unanimously supported the resolution to remove sewage sludge from the marine



environment, continuing efforts to improve the quality of the global marine
environment.

6. Australia is the only Contracting Party to the London Protocol that currently has in
place a permit pursuant to which sewage sludge can be dumped at sea. This permit is
issued under the Environment Protection (Sea Dumping) Act 1981 (Cth) (Sea
Dumping Act), the legislation implementing the London Protocol. The permit, which
allows a tourist pontoon operator to discharge small quantities of grey and blackwater
in the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park, will expire on 31 May 2027. Accordingly,
Australia is and will remain compliant with the amendment to the London Protocol
and will not grant future permits for sewage sludge dumping. The Department of
Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water has undertaken extensive
consultation with the permit holder and the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority,
to ensure they are prepared to transition to alternative arrangements by the time the
permit expires. The current permit will remain in place until expiry on 31 May 2027.

7. The amendment has negligible legal, financial, and practical effects on Australia
including on the community regulated by the Sea Dumping Act.

Implementing legislation

8. The Sea Dumping Act will not require amendment to give effect to the proposed
treaty action as the Act regulates the dumping of controlled material which is defined
to include ‘waste or other matter (within the meaning of the Protocol)’.

Wildlife, Waste and Environmental Submitted to JSCOT
Permits Branch, Environmental July 2024
Permitting and Compliance Division

Department of Climate Change, Energy,
the Environment and Water
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2022 AMENDMENTS TO THE 1996 PROTOCOL TO THE CONVENTION ON THE PREVENTION OF
MARINE POLLUTION BY DUMPING OF WASTES AND
OTHER MATTER, 1972

Removal of sewage sludge from Annexes 1 and 2 on the list and assessment
of wastes or other matter that may be considered for dumping

Resolution LP.6(17)

AMENDEMENTS DE 2022 AU PROTOCOLE DE 1996 A LA CONVENTION DE 1972
SUR LA PREVENTION DE LA POLLUTION DES MERS
RESULTANT DE L'IMMERSION DE DECHETS

Suppression des boues d'épuration de la liste et de I'évaluation des déchets
ou autres matiéres dont I'immersion peut étre envisagée (Annexes 1 et 2)

RESOLUTION LP.6(17)

MOMPABKW 2022 NOAA K NMPOTOKOIY 1996 NIOAA K KOHBEHUWU MO NPEAOTBPALLEHUIO
3ArPA3HEHNA MOPA CBPOCAMU OTXOO0B U APYIMX MATEPUAIOB 1972 rOOA

YaaneHune ocagkoB CTOYHbLIX Bo4 U3 NpunoxeHun 1 n 2 o nepeyHe 1 06 oLeHKe OTXOA40B UITN APYruX
MaTepuarnoB, KOTOpble MOryT CYMTaTbLCA AONYCTUMbIMU ANsA copoca

Pesontouusa LP.6(17)
ENMIENDAS DE 2022 AL PROTOCOLO DE 1996 RELATIVO AL CONVENIO SOBRE LA PREVENCION
DE LA CONTAMINACION DEL MAR POR VERTIMIENTO DE DESECHOS Y OTRAS MATERIAS, 1972

Retirada de los fangos cloacales de los anexos 1y 2, relativos alalistay la evaluacién de los
desechos u otras materias cuyo vertimiento podra considerarse

Resolucion LP.6(17)
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RESOLUTION LP.6(17)

ON AMENDMENTS TO ANNEXES 1 AND 2 TO THE LONDON PROTOCOL TO REMOVE
SEWAGE SLUDGE FROM THE LIST AND ASSESSMENT OF WASTES OR OTHER
MATTER THAT MAY BE CONSIDERED FOR DUMPING

(Adopted on 7 October 2022)

THE SEVENTEENTH MEETING OF CONTRACTING PARTIES TO THE 1996 PROTOCOL
TO THE CONVENTION ON THE PREVENTION OF MARINE POLLUTION BY DUMPING OF
WASTES AND OTHER MATTER, 1972

RECALLING the objectives of the 1996 Protocol to the London Convention ("London Protocol")
that include the protection and preservation of the marine environment from all sources of
pollution;

RECALLING ALSO the agreement by the sixteenth Meeting of Contracting Parties that there
was sufficient evidence and justification for amending Annex 1 to remove sewage sludge from
the list of permissible wastes;

CONFIRMS that Contracting Parties shall not issue new permits for dumping of sewage sludge
after the entry into force of the amendment;

DECIDES that Contracting Parties with active permits which have been issued may maintain
those permits until the expiry date, but not later than 31 May 2027,

CLARIFIES that sewage sludge previously being dumped at sea would not be diverted to
alternative ocean placement activities;

ENCOURAGES the sharing of best practices for the management of this waste on land to
assist with any necessary transition;

ADOPTS the following amendments to the Annexes to the London Protocol, in accordance
with article 22 of the Protocol, as set out in the annex to this resolution.
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ANNEX

AMENDMENTS TO ANNEX 1 TO THE LONDON PROTOCOL PARAGRAPH 1

Delete sub-paragraph 1.2, as follows:

Renumber the subsequent sub-paragraphs of paragraph 1.

CONSEQUENTIAL AMENDMENT TO ANNEX 2 TO THE LONDON PROTOCOL

PARAGRAPH 4

Delete "sewage sludge" as follows:

4 "For dredged material and-sewage-sludge, the goal of waste management
should be to identify and control the sources of contamination. This should be achieved
through implementation of waste prevention strategies and requires collaboration
between the relevant local and national agencies involved with the control of point and
non-point sources of pollution. Until this objective is met, the problems of contaminated
dredged material may be addressed by using disposal management techniques at sea
or on land.”



RESOLUTION LP.6(17)

PORTANT ADOPTION D'AMENDMENTS AUX ANNEXES 1 ET 2 DU PROTOCOLE DE
LONDRES VISANT A SUPPRIMER LES BOUES D'EPURATION DE LA LISTE
ET DE L'EVALUATION DES DECHETS OU AUTRES MATIERES
DONT L'IMMERSION PEUT ETRE ENVISAGEE

(adoptée le 7 octobre 2022)

LA DIX-SEPTIEME REUNION DES PARTIES CONTRACTANTES AU PROTOCOLE
DE 1996 A LA CONVENTION DE 1972 SUR LA PREVENTION DE LA POLLUTION DES
MERS RESULTANT DE L'IMMERSION DE DECHETS,

RAPPELANT les objectifs du Protocole de 1996 a la Convention de Londres ("Protocole de
Londres"), qui sont notamment de protéger et de préserver le milieu marin contre toutes les
sources de pollution;

RAPPELANT EGALEMENT que la seizieme Réunion des Parties contractantes est convenue
gu'il existait suffisamment d'éléments justifiant de modifier I'Annexe 1 afin de supprimer les
boues d'épuration de la liste des déchets dont I'immersion pouvait étre envisagée;

CONFIRME que les Parties contractantes ne doivent pas délivrer de nouveaux permis
d'immersion de boues d'épuration apres I'entrée en vigueur de I'amendement;

DECIDE que les Parties contractantes ayant délivré des permis qui sont actifs peuvent
maintenir ces permis jusqu'a leur date d'expiration, mais au plus tard jusqu'au 31 mai 2027;

PRECISE que les boues d'épuration qui étaient auparavant immergées ne seraient pas
détournées vers d'autres activités de dépbt en mer;

ENCOURAGE la mise en commun des meilleures pratiques pour la gestion de ces déchets
sur terre afin de faciliter toute transition nécessaire;

ADOPTE, conformément a l'article 22 du Protocole de Londres, les amendements aux
Annexes du Protocole dont le texte figure en annexe a la présente résolution.



ANNEXE

AMENDEMENTS AU PARAGRAPHE 1 DE L'ANNEXE 1 DU PROTOCOLE DE LONDRES

Supprimer l'alinéa .2 du paragraphe 1, comme suit :

Renuméroter les alinéas suivants du paragraphe 1.

AMENDEMENT A APPORTER EN CONSEQUENCE A L'ANNEXE 2
DU PROTOCOLE DE LONDRES

PARAGRAPHE 4
Supprimer le membre de phrase "boues d'épuration”, comme suit :

4 "En ce qui concerne les déblais de dragage, I'objectif de la gestion des déchets devrait
étre d'identifier puis de maitriser les sources de contamination. Cet objectif devrait étre réalisé
en mettant en ceuvre des stratégies visant a prévenir la production de déchets et, a cette fin,
il faut qu'il y ait collaboration entre les organismes locaux et nationaux compétents concernés
par la maitrise des sources de pollution ponctuelles et autres. Jusqu'a ce que cet objectif ait
été atteint, les problemes posés par les déblais de dragage contaminés pourront étre réglés
par des techniques de gestion des évacuations en mer ou a terre."




PE3ONIOLNA LP.6(17)

O NOMNPABKAX K MPUNOXEHUAM 1 U 2 K IOHOAOHCKOMY MNMPOTOKOIJ1Y OB
YOAJNEHUX OCAOKOB CTOYHbIX BOA U3 NEPEYHA U OB OLIEHKE OTXOA0B UIn
APYINX MATEPUANOB, KOTOPbLIE MOIYT CYUTATLCA AONYCTUMbIMU ANA
CBPOCA

(npuHATa 7 okTAGPA 2022 ropa)

CEMHAOLATOE COBELLUAHUE OOIOBAPUBAIOLLINXCA CTOPOH NMPOTOKOIJA
1996 NOAA K KOHBEHUWU MO NPEAOTBPALLEHUIO 3ATPA3HEHUA MOPA
CBPOCAMU OTXOOO0OB U APYITUX MATEPUAIIOB 1972 TOOA

CCbIIAACD Ha uenu MNpoTokona 1996 roga kK JIOHAOHCKOW KOHBEHLMKN («JTOHOOHCKOW npo-
TOKOJ»), KOTOPbIE BKITHOYAKT 3aLUUTY M COXPAHEHNE MOPCKOW cpeabl OT 3arpsi3HEHNs U3 BCex
VMCTOYHUKOB;

CCbIIAACb TAKXE Ha gocturHyToe wecTHaguateiM CoBellaHMeM O0roBapuBatoLLMXCS
CTOPOH COrfaLleHne O TOM, YTO CYLLECTBYIOT AOCTAaTOYHbIE NOATBEPXKAEHUSA U OCHOBaHUSA ANs
TOro, 4To6bl BHECTU M3MEHeHNS B punoxeHne 1 ¢ uento yganeHns 0CagkoB CTOYHbIX BOA, U3
nepeyHs paspeLleHHbIX K cbpocy 0TXoO0B;

NMOAOTBEPXAOAET, u4to goroBapuBaromecss CTOPOHbI HE Bbl4aloT HOBblE paspeLleHust Ha
cbpoc ocagkoB CTOUYHbIX BOA MOCNe BCTYMMEHUS B CUMYy 3TOM MOMpPaBKu;

MOCTAHOBIAET, uto goroBapmBaloMecs CTOPOHbI C YXXe BblgaHHbIMW OENCTBYHOLWMMN
paspeLlleHns MU MOryT COXpPaHsTb OEWCTBUTENBHOCTb 3TUX pPa3peLleHnin OO UCTEYEHMS KX
CpoKa OencTBusl, HO He no3gHee, Yem go 31 maa 2027 roaa;

PA3BACHAET, uto paHee cbpacbiBaemble B MOpe OCafkn CTOUHbIX Bof He ByayT nepese-
JeHbl B KaTeropuio anbTepHaTUBHbIX CNOCODBOB pasMeLLeHns MaTepmarnos B MOpE;

MPU3bIBAET obmeHnBaTbCA NepenoBOn MPaKTUKOM No obpalleHnio ¢ 3TUMM OTXo4amu Ha
cyule ¢ TeM, 4Tobbl cnocobcTBoBaTh M0ObIM HEOHXOANMBIM U3MEHEHUAM;

NMPUHUMAET cneaytouime nonpaskn K NPUAoXeHnsIM K JTOHAOHCKOMY NPOTOKOSY B COOTBET-
CTBUM €O cTaTben 22 [NpoTokora, Kak N3N0XEHO B NPUNOXKEHUN K HACTOSALLEN Pe30NoLMK.



-2-

MPUNOXEHNE
MNOMNPABKU K NPUNOXXEHUIO 1 K IOHAOHCKOMY NMPOTOKOIY, MYHKT 1
lModnyHkm 1.2 ydansemcs criedyrouwum obpasom:

Mocnedyrowue nodnyHKmsl nyHkma 1 nepeHymMeposbigaromcsi coomeemcmeyrowum obpa-
30Mm.

NMPON3BOAOHBLIE MOMPABKU K MPUNOXEHUIO 2 K IOHOOHCKOMY NMPOTOKOIY,

NYHKT 4

Tekcm «ocadkoe cmo4HbIx 800» ydarnsemcs credyruwum obpasom:

4 «B OTHOLLEHUN N3BNEYEHHBIX NPU AHOYrNYBUTENbHBLIX paboTax MaTepnanoB #-ocas-
KOB-CTOUHBICBOA LieNb obpallleHNs ¢ OTXO4aMU [0MKHa COCTOSITh B BbISIBNIEHUM U KOHTpOIe
WCTOYHWUKOB 3arpsisHeHUsl. 3Ta Lenb A0MKHA AOCTUraTbCs MyTEM OCYLLECTBIIEHUS CTpaTErnit
npeaoTBpaLleHns 06pa3oBaHns OTXOA0B M TpebyeT coTpyaHMYEeCcTBa Mexay COOTBETCTBYHO-
LLMMU MECTHBIMU U HALUMOHAaNbHBIMU OpraHaMu, OCYLLIECTBAIOLWMMM KOHTPOSb 38 TOYE€YHbIMU
N HETOYEYHbIMU UCTOYHMKAMM 3arps3HeHUs. [1o 4OCTMXKEHMS 3To Lenu npobnembl, CBA3aH-
Hble C 3arpsi3HEHHbIMW MaTepuanamm, U3BneYeHHbIMU NpU OHOYrNyoGUTenbHbIX paboTax, Mo-
ryT pewaTbecs NyTeM NPUMEHeHUs METOAOB yAaneHns B MOpe Uinu Ha cyLue.



RESOLUCION LP.6(17)
(Adoptada el 7 de octubre de 2022)

ENMIENDAS A LOS ANEXOS 1Y 2 DEL PROTOCOLO DE LONDRES PARA RETIRAR
LOS FANGOS CLOACALES DE LA LISTAY LA EVALUACION DE LOS DESECHOS
U OTRAS MATERIAS CUYO VERTIMIENTO PODRA CONSIDERARSE

LA DECIMOSEPTIMA REUNION DE LAS PARTES CONTRATANTES DEL PROTOCOLO
DE 1996 RELATIVO AL CONVENIO SOBRE LA PREVENCION DE LA CONTAMINACION
DEL MAR POR VERTIMIENTO DE DESECHOS Y OTRAS MATERIAS, 1972

RECORDANDO los objetivos del Protocolo de 1996 relativo al Convenio de Londres
("Protocolo de Londres"), que incluyen proteger y preservar el medio marino contra todas las
fuentes de contaminacion,

RECORDANDO TAMBIEN el acuerdo alcanzado por la decimosexta Reunién de las Partes
Contratantes de que habia suficientes pruebas y justificacion para enmendar el anexo 1 a fin
de retirar los fangos cloacales de la lista de los desechos permitidos,

CONFIRMA que las Partes Contratantes no expediran nuevos permisos para el vertimiento
de fangos cloacales tras la entrada en vigor de la enmienda,

DECIDE que las Partes Contratantes con permisos ya expedidos y en vigor podran mantener
dichos permisos hasta su fecha de expiracion, pero, a mas tardar, el 31 de mayo de 2027,

ACLARA que los fangos cloacales que se vertian previamente en el mar no se desviaran a
actividades de colocacion en el mar alternativas,

ALIENTA a que se compartan las mejores practicas de gestion de estos desechos en tierra
para prestar asistencia en cualquier transicion necesaria,

ADOPTA las enmiendas a los anexos del Protocolo de Londres, de conformidad con lo
dispuesto en el articulo 22 del Protocolo, que figuran en el anexo de la presente resolucion.
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ANEXO
ENMIENDAS AL ANEXO 1 DEL PROTOCOLO DE LONDRES

PARRAFO 1

Se suprime el subparrafo 1.2 como se indica a continuacion:

Se vuelven a numerar los subparrafos del parrafo 1.

ENMIENDA CONSIGUIENTE AL ANEXO 2 DEL PROTOCOLO DE LONDRES

PARRAFO 4

Se suprime "fangos cloacales" como se indica a continuacion:

"4 En cuanto a los materiales de dragado y-fanges—cloacales, el objetivo de la gestion de
desechos deberia consistir en determinar y controlar las fuentes de contaminacién. Esto deberia
lograrse aplicando estrategias para evitar la producciéon de desechos, lo cual exige la colaboracién
de los distintos organismos nacionales y locales competentes encargados de controlar las fuentes
localizadas y dispersas de contaminacién. Hasta tanto se logre este objetivo, se puede hacer frente
al problema que plantean los materiales de dragado contaminados mediante técnicas de gestion de
la evacuacién de desechos en tierra o en el mar."
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